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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 



PART II.— Continued. 
LETTERS ON POLITICAL SUBJECTS. 



TO THE HON, JOSIAH QUINCY, ESQ. 
Dear Sir, Passy, April 22, 1779. 

I received your very kind letter by Mr. Brad- 
ford, who appears a very sensible and amiable young 
gentleman, to whom I should with pleasure render 
any service here, upon your much respected recom- 
mendation; but I understand he returns imme- 
diately. 

It is with great sincerity I join you in acknow- 
ledging and admiring the dispensations of Providence 
in our favor. America has only to be thankful and 
persevere. God will finish his work, and establish 
their freedom ; and the lovers of liberty will flock 
from all parts of Europe with their fortunes to par- 
ticipate with us of that freedom — as soon as peace is 
restored. 

I am exceedingly pleased with your account of 
the French politeness and civility, as it appeared 
among the officers and people of their fleet. They 
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2 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

have certainly advanced in those respects many de- 
grees beyond the English. I find them here a most 
amiable nation to live with. The Spaniards are, by 
common opinion, supposed to be cruel, the English 
proud, the Scotch insolent, the Dutch avaricious, &c. ; 
but I think the French have no national vice ascribed 
to them. They have some frivolities, but they are 
harmless. To dress their heads so that a hat cannot 
be put on them, and then wear their hats under their 
arms, and to fill their noses with tobacco, may be 
called follies perhaps, but they are not vices ; they 
are only the effects of the tyranny of custom. In 
short, thiere is nothing wanting in the character of 
a Frenchman that belongs to that of an agreeable 
and worthy man. They have only some trifles, a 
surplus of which might be spared. 

Will you permit me, while I do them justice, to 
hint a little censure on our own country people ? 
which I do in good-will, wishing the cause re- 
moved. You know the necessity we are under of 
supplies from Europe, and the difficulty we have at 
present in making returns. The interest bills would 
do a good deal towards purchasing arms, ammuni- 
tion, clothing, sailcloth, and other necessaries for 
defence. Upon inquiry of those who present those 
bills to me for acceptance, what the money is to be 
laid out in, I find that most of it is for superfluities, 
and more than half of it for tea ! How unhappily in 
this instance the folly of our people, and the avidity 
of our merchants, concur to weaken and impoverish 
our country! I formerly computed that we con- 
Bumed before the war, in that single article, the value 
of 600,000/. sterling annually. Much of this was 
saved by stopping the use of it. I honored the vir- 
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taous resolution of our women in foregoing that little 
gratification 9 and I lament that such virtue should 
be of so short duration ! Five hundred thousand 
pounds sterling annually laid out in defending our- 
selres, or annoying our enemies, would have great 
eifects. With what face can we ask aids and sub- 
sidies from our friends while we are wasting our own 
wealth in such prodigality ? With great and sincere 
esteem, I am, &c. B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dear Friend, London, April 22, 1779. 

The sentiments I have opened to you in my 
late letters for some months past, and which I have 
reduced in an enclosed paper, into a more specific 
shape, seem to me, upon very repeated reflection, to 
promise the fairest ground of good expectation. 
These propositions originate from myself, as a medi- 
ator : I have communications with both sides, but no 
authority to make proposals from either ; and per- 
haps neither side, if I were to put the propositions 
separately to each (being myself unauthorised) might 
give me positive consent. Each side separately 
might say No, from what is called political pru- 
dence ; and yet each side might secretly wish that 
the offer could be made, with a done Jirst from the 
other party. I think the proposition of a truce for 
five or seven years, leaving all things in the present 
dispute in staiu quo, must be advantageous to all par- 
ties, if it were only in consideration that a general 
satisfactory peace to all parties may come among the 
CJ^ellent effects of time given for cooling. We can but 
fight it out at last. War never comes too late ; wis- 



4 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

dom may step in between. These matters have 
stolen upon iis, and have arisen to great and formid- 
able consequences from small and unexpected be- 
ginnings; but henceforward, we should know by 
experience what to expect. If the rage of war 
could but be abated, for a sufficient length of time 
for reason and reflection to operate, I think it would 
never revive. I cannot pretend to forecast the re- 
sult of any negotiation, but I think war would not 
revive ; which is all that I want for my argument. 
Peace is a bonwn in se ; whereas the most favorable 
events of war are but, relatively, lesser evils: cer-' 
tainly they are evils : mala in se, not bona in se. 

I hope that a cessation of hostilities would pro- 
duce a renewal of reflection : but even to take the 
argument at the worst advantage, the two parties 
are at a cooling distance of three thousand miles 
asunder. If the flames of war could be but once 
extinguished, does not the Atlantic ocean contain 
cold water enough to prevent their bursting out 
again ? I am very strongly of opinion that the two 
nations of Great Britain and North America would 
accord to the proposition of a truce for cooling. I 
cannot say whether a British ministry would accord 
to it, because they won't tell me: nor can I say 
whether an American plenipotentiary would accord 
to it, because probably you will not tell me. I put 
myself into your hands, however, when I tell you 
frankly I am of opinion that both would accord to it, 
if there could be a donejirst on either side, to bind 
the bargain first. You have the odds of me in this 
matter, because you know one half of the question ; 
and I cannot give you any proof on the other side. 
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but only on my own presumptive judgment, upon 
observation, and upon a course of reasoning in my 
own thoughts. 

But for France — my judgment would be, that if 
the proposition of the proposed preliminaries should 
be agreeable to America, France would do very un- 
handsomely to defeat it by their refusal. I likewise 
think it the interest of France : because their inter- 
est leads them to go to a certain point, and no further. 
There is a disparity in the operation of the terms of 
the alliance on the part of France, and on the part 
of America. The more vigorously France interposes, 
the better for America ; in proportion .to their exer- 
tions, they create, less or more, a diversion of the 
British force : this reasoning goes straight forward 
for America ; but it is not so with France. There is 
a certain point to France, beyond which their work 
would fail and recoil upon themselves ; if they were 
to drive the British ministry totally to abandon the 
American war, it would become totally a French 
war. The events of a twelvemonth past seem to 
bear testimony to this course of reasoning. The 
disadvantage upon the bargain, to America, is, that 
the efficacy of the French alliance to them pre-sup- 
poses their continuance in the war. The demur to 
France is, that the liberation of their new ally re- 
coils with double weight of the war upon themselves, 
without any ulterior points of advantage in view, as 
dependent upon that alliance. I think the interest 
of all parties coincides with the propositipn of pre- 
liminaries. The proposed preliminaries appear to 
me to be just and equitable to all parties ; but the 
great object with me is to come to some prelimina- 
ries ; I could almost add, whatever those prelimina- 
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ries might be, provided a suspeDsion of arms for an 
adequate term of years were one, 1 think it would 
be ten thousand to one against any future renewal 
of the war. It is not necessary to enter at lai^ 
into the reasons which induce me to think, that the 
British ministry as well as the American plenipoten- 
tiary would consent to the terms of the proposed 
preliminaries ; for indeed I do not know that I am 
founded in that opinion with respect to either, but 
still I believe it of both. But what can a private 
person do in such a case, wishing to be a mediator 
for peace, having access to both parties, but equally 
uncertain of the reception of his mediation on either 
side ? I must hesitate to take any public step, as 
by a proposition in parliament, or by any other 
means to drive the parties to an explanation upon 
any specific proposals : and yet I am very unwilling 
to let the session pass without some proposition, 
upon which the parties may meet, if they should be 
so inclined, as I suspect them to be. I have been 
endeavoring to feel pulses for some months, but all 
is dumb show. I cannot say indeed that I meet 
with any thing discouraging, to my apprehension, 
either as to equitableness or practicability of the 
proposition for preliminaries. If I could but simply 
receive suflScient encouragement that I should not 
run any hazard of obstructing any other practicable 
propositions, by obtruding mine, I should be very 
much satisfied to come forward, in that case, with 
mine, to furnish a beginning at least which might 
lead to peace. 

There is nothing that I wish so much as to have 
an opportunity of seeing and conversing with you, 
having many things to say to you : but if that cannot 
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yet happen^ I have only to say, that whatever com- 
munication you may think proper to make to me 
which may lead to peace, you may be assured that 
I shall be most strenuous in applying it to that end. 
In all cases of difficulty in human life, there must 
be confidence somewhere to enable us to extricate 
nations from the evils attendant upon national dis- 
putes, as they arise out of national passions, inter- 
ests, jealousies, and points of honor. I am not sure 
whether the extreme caution and diffidence of per- 
sons in political life, be not the cause almost as fre- 
quently of the unnecessary protraction of the mise- 
ries of war, as of the final production of any superior 
good to any state. Peace now is better than peace a 
twelvemonth hence, at least by all the lives that may 
be lost in the mean while, and by all the accumu- 
lated miseries that may intervene by that delay. 
When I speak of the necessity of confidence, I 
would not have you to think that I trust to all profes- 
sions, promiscuously, with confidence : my thoughts 
are free respecting all parties ; and for myself, if I 
thought it necessary for the end of attaining any 
additional confidence in your esteem to enable me to 
co-operate the more effectually towards the restora- 
tion of peace, there is nothing that I would wish you 
to be assured of but this : that no fallacious offers of 
insincerity, nor any pretexts for covering secret 
designs, or for obtaining unfair advantages, shall 
ever pass through my hands. Believe me truly to 
be, not only a lover of my country, but a sincere 
friend to peace, and to the rights of mankind ; and 
ever most affectionately yours, D. Hartley. 

Lord North consented to Mr. Hartley's proposi- 
tion for endeavoring to procure from the American 
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plenipotentiary or plenipotentiaries some opening 
that they would be willing to commence a parley^ 
on propositions of peace between Great Britain and 
America, and supposed the terms which Mr. Hart- 
ley had in view would be something like a tacit 
cession of independence to America, with a truce for 
a certain term of years, to serve as a basis for a 
general treaty of accommodation and final settle- 
ment. 

This last application (which was made on the" 20th 
of April, 1779,) of Mr. Hartley's to Lord North, 
after several previous conferences on the subject, is 
the ground of the present confidential communica- 
tion with Dr. Franklin, on the part of Mr. Hartley, 
who states to Dr. Franklin, as he did to Lord North, 
that an auspicious beginning of a negotiation is 
dimidium facti. 

Mr. Hartley's ideas of the probable course of the 
negotiation, would be to the following effect: — 

Five commissioners (or any three of them) to be ap- 
pointed on the part of his Britannic Majesty to treat, 
consult, and agree upon the final settlement and pa- 
cification of the present troubles, upon safe, honor- 
able, and permanent terms, subject to ratification by 
parliament. 

That any one of the aforesaid commissioners be im- 

powered to agree, as a preliminary, to a suspension 
of all hostilities by sea and land, for a certain term of 
five or seven years. 

That any one of the aforesaid commissioners be im- 
powered to agree, as a second preliminary, to suspend 
the operation and effect of any and all acts of par- 
liament respecting America, for a certain term of five 
or seven years. 

That it is expected, as a third preliminary, that 
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America should be released free and unengaged from 
any treaties with foreign powers, which may tend 
to embarrass or defeat the present proposed nego- 
tiation. " 

That a general treaty for negotiation shall be set 
on foot as soon as may be after the agreement of the 
foregoing preliminaries. 

N. B. A doubt seeming to arise from Lord North 
relative to the probability of any explanatory com- 
munication on the part of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Hartley 
expressed he thought it possible that, as a known 
friend to peace, he might be considered by Dr. 
Franklin as a dep6t of any communications which 
may serve from time to time to facilitate the terms of 
peace : which therefore prevents this communication 
being considered as any direct overture from Lord 
North to Dr. Franklin, or from Dr. Franklin to Lord 
North, but as it is, merely a mediatorial proposition 
of Mr. Hartley as a private person, for the purpose of 
bringing the parties to a parley. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, May 4, 1779. 

I need not repeat what we have each of us so 
often repeated, the wish for peace. I will begin by 
frankly assuring you, that though I think a direct, 
immediate peace, the best mode of present accomo- 
dation for Britain as well as for America, yet if that 
is not at this time practicable, and a truce is practi- 
cable, I should not be against a truce ; but this is 
merely on motives of general humanity, to obviate the 
evils men devilishly inflict on men in time of war, 
and to lessen as much as possible the similarity of 
earth and hell. For with regard to particular advan- 
tages respecting the states I am connected with, I am 
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persuaded it is theirs to continue the war, till England 
shall be reduced to that perfect impotence of mis- 
chief, which alone can prevail with her to let other 
nations enjoy ^^ peace, liberty y and safety.'' I think, 
however, that a short truce, which must therefore be 
an armed truce, and put all parties to an almost equal 
expense with a continued war, is by no ii cans de- 
sirable. 

But this proposition of a truce, if made at all, 
should be made to France at the same time it is 
made to America. They have each of them too much 
honor as well as too much sense, to listen separately 
to any propositions which tend to separate them from 
each other. 

I will now give you my thoughts on your ideas of 
a negotiation in the order you have placed them. If 
you will number them in your copy, you will readily 
see to which my observations refer, and I may there- 
fore be more concise. 

To the first. I do not see the necessity or use of 
five commissioners. A number of talkers lengthen 
discussions, and often embarrass instead of aiding a 
settlement. Their different particular views, private 
interests and jealousies of each other, are likewise so 
many rubs in the way ; and it sometimes happens 
that a number cannot agree to what each privately 
thinks reasonable, and would have agreed to, or 
perhaps proposed if alone. But this as the parties 
please. 

To the second. The term of 21 years would be 
better for all sides. The suspension of hostilities 
should be expressed to be between all parties at war. 
And that the British troops and ships of war now in 
any of the United States be withdrawn. 

To the third. This seems needless, and is a thing 
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that may be done or omitted as you please. America 
has no concern about those acts of parliament* 

To the fourth. The reason of proposing this is not 
understood, nor the use of it, nor what inducement 
there can be for us to agree to it. When you come 
to treat with both your enemies, you may negotiate 
away as much of these engagements as you can ; but 
powers who have made a firm solid league, evidently 
useful to both, can never be prevailed with to dis- 
solve it, for the vague expectation of another in 
nuhibus ; nor even on the certainty that another will 
be proposed, without knowing what are to be its 
articles. America has no desire of being free from 
her engagements to France. The chief is that of 
continuing the war in conjunction with her, and not 
making a separate peace : and this is an obligation 
not in the power of America to dissolve, being an 
obligation of gratitude and justice towards a nation 
which is engaged in a war on her account, and for her 
protection, and would be for ever binding, whether 
such an article existed or not in the treaty, and 
though it did not exist, an honest American would 
cut off his right hand rather than sign an agreement 
with England contrary to the spirit of it. 

To the fifth. As soon as you please. 

If you had mentioned France in your proposed 
suspension of arms, I should immediately have shown 
it to the minister, and have endeavored to support 
that idea. As it stands, I am in doubt whether I 
shall communicate your paper or not, though by 
your writing it so fair, it seems as if you intended it* 
If I do, I shall acquaint you with the result. 

The bill of which you send me a copy, was an ex- 
cellent one at the time, and might have had great 
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and good effects, if, instead of telling us haughtily 
that our humble petition should receive no answer, 
the ministry had received and enacted that bill into 
a law. It might have erected a wall of brass round 
England, if such a measure had been adopted when 
Friar Bacon's brazen head cried out time is! But 
the wisdom of it was not seen till after the fatal cry 
of time's past ! I am, my dear friend, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

to the marquis DE la FAYETTE, AT HAVRE DE 

GRACE. 

Dear Sir, Passy, August 19, 1779. 

You ask my opinion what conduct the English 
will probably hold on this occasion,* and whether 
they will not rather propose a negotiation for a peace ? 
I have but one rule to go by in judging of those people, 
which is, that whatever is prudent for them to do 
they will omit, and what is most imprudent to be 
done, they will do it. This, like other general rules, 
may sometimes have its exceptions ; but I think it 
will hold good for the most part, at least while the 
present ministry continues, or rather while the pre- 
sent madman has the choice of ministers. You de- 
sire to know whether I am satisfied with the ministers 
here? It is impossible for any body to be more so. 
I see they exert themselves greatly in the common 
cause, and do every thing for us they can. We can 
wish for nothing more, unless our great want of 
money should make us wish for a subsidy, to enable 
us to act more vigorously in expelling the enemy 
from their remaining posts, and reducing Canada. 

* Proposed descent of a French army in England. 
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But their own expenses are so great, that I cannot 
press such an addition to it. I hope, however, that 
we shall get some supplies of arms and ammunition ; 
and perhaps, when they can be spared, some ships 
to aid in reducing New York and Rhode Island. At 
present I know of no good opportunity of writing to 
America. There are merchant ships continually 
going, but they are very uncertain conveyances. I 
long to hear of your safe arrival in England : but the 
winds are adverse, and we must have patience. 
With the sincerest esteem and respect, 

I am ever, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

TO THE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE, AT HAVRE. 

( With the sword ordered by Congress.) 

Sir, Passy, August 24, 1779. 

The congress, sensible of your merit towards the 
United States, but unable adequately to reward it, 
determined to present you with a sword, as a small 
mark of their grateful acknowledgment. They di- 
rected it to be ornamented with suitable devices. 
Some of the principal actions of the war in which 
you distinguished yourself by your bravery and con- 
duct, are therefore represented upon it. These, with 
a few emblematic figures, all admirably well exe- 
cuted, make its principal value. By the help of the 
exquisite artists France affords, I find it easy to ex- 
press every thing but the sense we have of your 
worth, and our obligations to you. For this, figures 
and even words are found insufficient. I therefore 
only add, that with the most perfect esteem and 
respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin. 
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P. S. — My grandson goes to Havre with the sword, 
and will have the honor of presenting it to you. 

Description of the sword given by Congress to the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette. 

On one side of the pommel are the marquis's arms, and on the 
other the device of a new moon, reflecting rays of light on a coun- 
try partly covered with wood, and partly cultivated. Symbol of 
the republic of the United States, with this motto, Crescam ut 
prosum. By this it was intended modestly to express, — 

1. Her present mediocrity of strength, as the light of the moon, 

though considerable, is weaker than that of the sun. 

2. Her expectation of becoming more powerful as she increases, 

and thereby rendering herself more useful to mankind. 

3. The gratitude with which she remembers that the light she 

spreads, is principally owing to the kind aids of a greater lu- 
minary * in another hemisphere. 

On the BOW is the legend ,yrom the American Congress to the Mar - 

quis de la Fayette, 1779. 

The handle is ornamented with two medallions. In one, Ame- 
rica represented by a woman presenting a branch of laurel to a 
Frenchman ; in the other, a Frenchman is treading on a lion. 

On the guard are separately represented, in fine relievo — 

The affair at Gloucester. 
The retreat off Rhode Island. 
The battle of Monmouth. 
And the retreat at Barren Hill. 

The hilt is of massive gold, and the blade two-edged. 
Cost two hundred Louis d'ors. 
Made by LiGER, sword cutler, Rue Coquilliere. 

^TO JOHN JAY, ESQ. PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Passy, Oct. 4, 1779. 

We had reason to expect some great events 
from the action of the fleets this summer in the 

♦ The ki»g of Franccf, whose symbol is the sun. 
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channel, but they are all now in port without having 
effected any thing. The junction was late, and the 
length of time the Brest squadron was at sea, (equal 
to an East India voyage,) partly on the hot Spanish 
coast, occasioned a sickness among the people that 
made their return necessary : they had chased the 
English fleet, which refused the combat. The sick 
men are recovering fast since they were landed ; and 
the proposed descent on England does not yet seem 
to be quite given up, as the troops are not with- 
drawn from the ports. Holland has not yet granted 
the succors required by the English, nor given an 
answer to the requisition presented by Sir Joseph 
Yorke. The aids will be refused; and as the re- 
fusal must be disagreeable, it is postponed from time 
to time. The expectations of assistance from Russia 
and Prussia seem also to have failed the English, 
and they are as much at a loss to find effective 
friends in Europe as they have been in America. 
Portugal seems to have a better disposition towards 
<is than heretofore. About thirty of our people 
taken, and set on shore on one of her islands by the 
English, were maintained comfortably by the gover- 
nor during their stay there, furnished with every 
necessary, and sent to Lisbon ; where, on inquiry to 
whom payment was to be made for the expense they 
had occasioned, they were told that no reimburse- 
ment was expected ; that it was the queen's bounty, 
who had a pleasure in shewing hospitality to stran- 
gers in distress. I have been presented thanks by 
the Portuguese ambassador here in behalf of the 
congress: and I am given to understand that proba- 
My, in a little time, the ports of that nation will be 
as open to us as those of Spain. What relates to 
Spain I suppose Mr. Lee informs you of. 
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The sword ordered by Congress for the Marquis 
de la Fayette, being at length finished, I sent it 
down to him at Havre, where he was with the troops 
intended for the invasion. I wrote a letter with it, and 
received an answer, copies of both which I enclose, 
together with a description of the sword, and draw- 
ings of the work upon it, which was executed by the 
best artists in Paris, and cost altogether two hundred 
guineas. The present has given him great pleasure, 
and some of the circumstances have been agreeable 
to the nation. 

Our cartel goes on : a second cargo of American 
prisoners, one hundred and nineteen in number, 
being arrived and exchanged. Our privateers have 
dismissed a great number at sea, taking their written 
paroles, to be given up in exchange for so many of 
our people in their gaols. This is not yet quite 
agreed to on the other side, but some expectations 
are given me that it may take place. Certainly 
humanity would find its account in the practice of 
exchanging upon parole, as all the horrors of impri- 
sonment, with the loss of time and health, might be 
prevented by it. 

We continue to insult the coasts of these lords of 
the ocean with our little cruisers. A small cutter, 
which was fitted out as a privateer af Dunkirk, 
called the Black Prince, has taken, ransomed, burnt, 
and destroyed above thirty sail of their vessels with- 
in these three months. The owners are about to 
give her a consort, called the Black Princess, for 
whom they ask a commission. The prisoners brought 
in serve to. exchange our countrymen, which makes 
me more willing to encourage such armaments, though 
they occasion a good deal of trouble. 

Captain, now Commodore, Jones, put to sea this 
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summer with a little squadron consisting of a ship of 
forty guns, the Alliance, another frigate of twenty, 
with some armed cutters, all under American colors, 
with congress commissions. He has sent in several 
prizes ; has greatly alarmed the coast of Ireland and 
Scotland ; and we just now hear, that going north 
about, he fell in with a number of ships from the 
Baltic, convoyed by a fifty gun ship and a twenty- 
four gun frigate, both of which he took after an 
obstinate engagement, and forced several of the 
others ashore. This news is believed, but we wait 
the confirmation and the particulars. 

Since writing the above, I have received the fol- 
lowing farther particulars of the action between Com- 
modore Jones and the English men-of-war. The 
forty-four gun ship is new, having been but six 
months off the stocks; she is called the Serapis; 
the other, of twenty guns, is the Countess of Scar- 
borough. He had before taken a number of valua- 
We prizes, particularly a rich ship bound to Quebec, 
which we suppose he may have sent to America. 
The English, from mistaken intelligence, imagining 
he had a body of troops with him to make descents, 
have had all their northern coasts alarmed, and have 
been put to very expensive movements of troops, 
&c. B. Feanklin- 

TO DR. COOPER. 

Dbar Sir, Passy, Oct. 27, 1779. 

You will see by the newspapers that we have 
given some disturbance to the British coasts this 
year. One little privateer out of Dunkirk, the Black 
Prince, with a congress commission, and a few 
Americans mixed with Irish and English smugglers, 

VOL. II. B 
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went round their islands, and took thirty-seven 
prizes in less than three months. The little squa- 
dron of Commodore Jones, under the same Commis- 
sion and colors, has alarmed those coasts exceed- 
ingly, occasioned a good deal of internal expense, 
done great damage to their trade, and taken two 
frigates, with 400 prisoners. He is now with his 
principal prizes in Holland, where he is pretty well 
received, but must quit that neutral country as soon 
as his damages are repaired. The English watch 
with a superior force his coming out, but we hope he 
will manage so as to escape their vigilance. Few 
actions at sea have demonstrated such steady, cool, 
determined bravery as that of Jones in taking the 
Serapis. 

There has been much rumor this summer through- 
out Europe, of an approaching peace, through the 
mediation of Russia and Holland : but it is under- 
stood to arise from the invention of stock-jobbers 
and others interested in propagating such opinions^ 
England seems not to be yet suflSciently humbled to 
acknowledge the independence of the American 
states, or to treat with them on that footing ; and 
our friends will not make peace on any other; so we 
shall probably see another campaign. 

By the invoices I have seen and heard of, sent 
hither with congress interest bills of exchange to 
purchase the goods, it should seem that there is not 
so great a want of necessaries as of superfluities 
among our people. It is difficult to conceive that 
your distresses can be great, when one sees that 
much the greatest part of that money is lavished in 
modes, gewgaws, and tea ! Is it impossible for us 
to become wiser, when by simple economy, and 
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avoiding unnecessary expenses, we might more than 
defray the charge of the war? We export solid 
provision of all kinds which is necessary for the sus- 
tenance of man, and we import fashions, luxuries, 
and trifles. Such trade may enrich the traders, but 
never the country. 

The good-will of all Europe to our cause, as being 
the cause of liberty, which is the cause of mankind, 
still continues, as does the universal wish to see the 
English pride humiliated, and their power curtailed. 
Those circumstances are encouraging, and give hopes 
of a happy issue. Which may God grant, and that 
you, my friend, may live long a blessing to your 
country, I am, &c. B. Franklin, 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 

Dear Friend, Passy, Feb. 2, 1780. 

I have long postponed answering your letter of 
the 29th June. A principal point in it on which 
you seemed to desire my opinion, was, the conduct 
you thought America ought to hold in case her allies 
should, from motives of ambition or resentment of 
former injuries, desire her to continue the war be- 
yond what should be reasonable and consistent with 
her particular interests. As often as I took up your 
letter in order to answer it, this suggestion displeased 
me, and I laid it down again. I saw no occasion for 
discussing such a question at present, nor any good 
end it could serve to discuss it before the case should 
happen; and I saw inconveniences in discussing it. 
I wish therefore you had not mentioned it. For the 
rest, I am as much for peace as ever 1 was, and as 
heartily desirous of seeing the war ended as I was to 
prevent its beginning ; of which your ministers know 
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I gave a strong proof before I left England, when, in 
order to an accommodation, I offered at my own 
risk, without orders for so doing, and without know- 
ing whether I should be owned in doing it, to pay 
the whole damage of destroying the tea at Boston, 
provided the acts made against that province were 
repealed. This offer was refused. I still think it 
would have been wise to have accepted it. If the 
congress have therefore entrusted to others rather 
than to me the negotiations for peace, when such 
shall be set on foot, as has been reported, it is 
perhaps because they may have heard of a very sin- 
gular opinion of mine, that there hardly ever existed 
such a thing as a bad peace or a good war : and that 
I might therefore easily be induced to make improper 
concessions. But at the same time they and you may 
be assured, that I should think the destruction of our 
whole country, and the extirpation of our whole 
people, preferable to the infamy of abandoning our 
allies. 

As neither you nor I are at present authorised to 
treat of peace, it seems to little purpose to make or 
consider propositions relating to it. I have had so 
many such put into my hands that I am tired of 
them. I will however give your proposal of a ten 
years' truce this answer — that though I think a solid 
peace made at once, a much better thing; yet if 
the truce is practicable and the peace not, I should 
be for agreeing to it. At least I see at present no 
suflScient reasons for refusing it, provided our allies 
approved of it. But this is merely a private opinion 
of mine, which perhaps may be changed by reasons 
that at present do not offer themselves. This, how- 
ever, I am clear in, that withdrawing your troops will 
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be best for you, if you wish a cordial reconciliation, 
and that the truce should produce a peace. To 
show that it was not done by compulsion, being re- 
quired as a condition of the truce, they might be 
withdrawn beforehand, for various good reasons. 
But all this is idle chat, as I am persuaded that there 
is no disposition for peace on 5'our side, and that this 
war will yet last many years. I know nothing and 
believe nothing of any terms offered unto Sir Henry 
Clinton. 

The prisoners taken in the Serapis and Countess 
of Scarborough, being all treated for in Holland, and 
exchanged there, I hope Mr. Brown's son is now 
safe at home with his father. It grieved me that 
the exchange there, which you may remember I 
immediately proposed, was so long delayed. Much 
human misery might have been prevented by a 
prompt compliance. And so might a great deal by 
the execution of parole promises taken at sea ; but 
since I see no regard is paid to them in England, I 
must give orders to our armed ships that cruise in 
Europe, to secure their prisoners as well as they can, 
and lodge them in French or Spanish prisons. I 
have written something on this affair to Mr. Hodgson, 
and sent to him the second passport for a cartel to 
Morlaix, supposing you to be out of town. The 
number of prisoners we have now in France is not 
easily ascertained. I suppose it exceeds 100; but 
you may be assured that the number which may be 
brought over by the two cartels shall be fully 
exchanged by adding to those taken by us, as many 
as will make up the complement out of those taken 
by the French, with whom we have an account since 
the exchange in Holland of those we carried in 
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there. I wish therefore you would, as was pro- 
posed, clear your prisons of the Americans who 
have been so long confined there. The cartels that 
may arrive at Morlaix will not be detained. 

You may have heard that accounts upon oath have 
been taken in America by order of congress, of the 
British barbarities committed there. It is expected 
of me to make a school-book of them, and to have 
thirty-five prints designed here by good artists and 
engraved, each expressing one or more of the different 
horrid facts, to be inserted in the book, in order to 
impress the minds of children and posterity with a 
deep sense of your bloody and insatiable malice and 
wickedness. Every kindness I hear of done by an 
Englishman to an American prisoner makes me re- 
solve not to proceed in the work; hoping a recon- 
ciliation may yet take place. But every fresh in- 
stance of your devilism weakens that resolution, and 
makes me abominate the thought of a re-union with 
such a people. You, my friend, have often per- 
suaded me, and I believed it, that the war was not 
theirs, nor approved by them. But their suffering 
it so long to continue, and the wretched rulers to 
remain who carry it on, makes me think you have 
too good an opinion of them. Adieu, my dear 
friend, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO JAMES LOVELL, ESQ. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March 16, 1780. 

By the many newspapers and pamphlets I send, 
you will see the present state of European affairs in 
general. Ireland continues to insist on complete 
liberty, and will probably obtain it. The meetings 
of counties in England, and the committees of cor- 
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respondence they appoint, alarm a good deal the 
ministry, especially since it has been proposed to 
elect of each committee a few persons to assemble in 
London ; which, if carried into execution, will form a 
kind of congress, that will have more of the confi- 
dence and support of the people than the old parlia- 
ment. If the nation is not too corrupt, as I rather 
think it is, some considerable reformation of internal 
abuses maybe expected from this: with regard to 
us the only advantage to be reasonably expected 
from it is a peace, the general bent of the nation 
being for it. The success of Admiral Rodney's fleet 
against our allies has a little elated our enemies for 
the present, and probably they will not now think 
of proposing it. If the approaching campaign, for 
which great preparations are making here, should 
end disadvantageously to them, they will be more 
treatable, for their debts and taxes are daily be- 
coming more burthensone, while their commerce, 
the source of their wealth, diminishes ; and though 
they have flattered themselves with obtaining assist- 
ance from Russia, and other powers, it does not 
appear that they are likely to succeed ; on the con- 
trary, they are in danger of losing the neutrality of 
Holland. 

Their conduct with regard to the exchange of 
prisoners has been very unjust. After long suspense 
and affected delays, for the purpose of wearing out 
our poor people, they have filially refused to deliver 
us a man in exchange for those set at liberty by our 
cruisers on parole. A letter I send enclosed from 
Captain Mitchel will show the treatment of the late 
flags of truce from Boston. There is no gaining any 
thing upon these barbarians by advances of civility 
or humanity. 
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Enclosed I send for congress the justification of 
this court against the accusation published in the 
late English memorials. With great esteem, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

TO M. DUMAS. 

(Extract.) 

Dear Sir, Passy, June 5» 1780. 

A Dutch ship belonging to Messrs. Little, Dale, 
and Co., of Rotterdam, being brought into France 
as having an English cargo on board, I have followed 
your opinion with regard to the condemnation of the 
cargo, which I think the more right, as the English 
have in the West Indies confiscated several of our 
cargoes found in Dutch ships. But to show respect 
to the declaration of the empress of Russia, I have 
written to the owners of our privateers a letter, of 
which I enclose a copy, together with a copy of the 
judgment, for your use, if you hear of any complaint. 
I approve much of the principles of the confederacy 
of the neutral powers, and am not only for respecting 
the ships as the house of a friend, though containing 
the goods of an enemy, but I even wish, for the sake 
of humanity, that the law of nations may be farther 
improved, by determining that even in time of war, 
all those kinds of people who are employed in pro- 
curing subsistence for the species, or in exchanging 
the necessaries or conveniences of life, which is for 
the common benefit of mankind; such as husband- 
men on their lands, fishermen in their barks, and 
traders in unarmed vessels, shall be permitted to 
prosecute their several innocent and useful employ- 
ments without interruption or molestation, and no- 
thing taken from them, even when wanted by an 
enemy, but on paying a fair price for the same. 
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I think you have done well to print the letter of 
Clinton; for though I have myself had suspicions 
whether some parts of it were really written by him, 
yet I have no doubt of the facts stated, and think 
the piece valuable, as giving a true account of the 
state of British and American affairs in that quarter. 
On the whole, it has the appearance of a letter 
written by a general who did not approve of the ex- 
pedition he was sent upon, — who had no opinion of 
the judgment of those who drew up his instructions, 
— who had observed that preceding commanders, 
Gage, Burgoyne, Keppel, and the Howes, had all 
been censured by the ministers for having unsuccess- 
fully attempted to execute injudicious instructions 
with unequal force, — and he therefore wrote such a 
letter, not merely to give the information contained 
in it, but to be produced in his vindication, when he 
might be recalled, and his want of success charged 
upon him as a crime ; though, in truth, owing to the 
folly of the ministers who had ordered him on im- 
practicable projects, and persisted in them notwith- 
standing his faithful informations, without furnishing 
the necessary number of troops he had demanded. 
In this view, much of the letter may be accounted 
for, without supposing it fictitious ; and therefore if 
not genuine it is ingeniously written : but you will 
easily conceive, that if the state of public facts it 
contains were known in America to be false, such a 
publication there would have been absurd, and of 
no possible use to the cause of the country. With 
great esteem, I am, &c. B. Franklin. 
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COPY OF THE JUDGMENT. 

t 

TO MESSRS. THE JUDGES OF THE ADMIRALTY AT 

CHERBOURG. 

Gentlemen, Passy, May 16, 1780. 

I have received the proces-verbauxy and other 
papers you did me the honor to send me, agreeable 
to the nth article of the regulation of the 27th 
September, 1778. These pieces relate to the taking 
of the ship Flora, whereof was Captain Henry Roo- 
denberg, bound from Rotterdam to Dublin, and 
arrived at Cherbourg in France, being taken the 7th 
day of April by Captain Dowlin, commander of the 
American privateer, the Black Prince. 

It appears to me from the above-mentioned papers, 
that the said ship Flora is not a good prize, the same 
belonging to the subjects of a neutral nation : but 
that the cargo is really the property of the subjects 
of the king of England, though attempted to be 
masked as neutral. I do therefore request that after 
the cargo shall be landed, you would cause the said 
ship Flora to be immediately restored to her captain, 
and that you would oblige the captors to pay him 
his full freight, according to. his bills of lading, and 
also to make good all the damages he may have sus- 
tained by plunder or otherwise ; and T farther request, 
that as the cargo is perishable, you would cause it to 
be sold immediately, and retain the produce depo- 
sited in your hands, to the end that if any of the 
freighters, being subjects of their high mightinesses 
the states-generals, will declare, upon oath, that cer- 
tain parts of the -said cargo were bonajide shipped on 
their own account and risk, and not on the account 
and risk of any British or Irish subjects, the value of 
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such parts may be restored ; or, that if the freighters, 
or any of them, should think fit to appeal from this 
judgment to the congress, the produce so deposited 
may be disposed of according to their final deter- 
mination. I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin, 
Minister Plenipotentiafy for the 
U. S. at the C. o/F. 

TO AN AGENT OF AMERICAN CRUISERS. 

Sir, Passy, May 30, 1780. 

In my last, of the 27th instant, I omitted one 
thing I had intended, viz. to desire you would give 
absolute orders to your cruisers not to bring any 
more Dutch vessels, though charged with enemies' 
goods, unless contraband. All the neutral states of 
Europe seem at present disposed to change what had 
before been deemed the law of nations ; to wit ; that 
an enemy's property may be taken wherever found ; 
and to establish a rule that free ships shall make free 
goods. This rule is itself so reasonable, and of a 
nature to be so beneficial to mankind, that I cannot 
but wish it may become general. And I make no 
doubt but that the congress will agree to it in as full 
an extent as France and Spain. In the mean time, 
and until I have received their orders on the subject, 
it is my intention to condemn no more English goods 
found in Dutch vessels, unless contraband ; of which 
I thought it right to give you this previous notice, 
that you may avoid the trouble and expense likely 
to arise from such captures, and from the detention 
of them for a decision. With great regard, and best 
wishes for the success of your enterprise, I have the 
honor to be, &c. B. Franklin. 
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TO DR. RUSHTON, LONDON. 

Sir, Pas8y, Oct. 9, 1780. 

I received and read with pleasure your thoughts 
on American finance, and your scheme of a bank. I 
communicated them to the Abb6 Morellet, who is a 
good judge of the subject, and he has translated them 
into French. He thinks them generally very just, 
and very clearly expressed : I shall forward them to 
a friend in the congress. That body is, as you sup- 
pose, not well skilled in financing. But their de- 
ficiency in knowledge has been amply supplied by 
good luck. They issued an immense quantity of 
paper-bills, to pay, clothe, arm, and feed their troops, 
and fit out ships : and with this paper, without taxes 
for the first three years, they fought and baffled one 
of the most powerful nations of Europe. Th6y hoped 
notwithstanding its quantity to have kept up the 
value of their paper. In this they were mistaken. 
It depreciated gradually. But this depreciation, 
though in some circumstances inconvenient, has had 
the general good and great effect of operating as a 
tax, and perhaps the most equal of all taxes, since 
it depreciated in the hands of the holders of money, 
and thereby taxed them in proportion to the sums 
they held and the time they held it, which generally 
is in proportion to men's wealth. Thus, after having 
done its business, the paper is reduced to the sixtieth 
part of its original value. Having issued 200 millions 
of dollars the congress stopped, and supplied them- 
selves by borrowing. These sums were borrowed 
at different periods during the progress of the de- 
preciation ; those, who lent to the public, thereby 
fixed the value of the paper they lent, since it is to 
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be repaid in silver, according to its value at the time 
of the loan. The rest went on depreciating ; and 
the depreciation is at length only stopped by the vast 
nominal sums called in easily by taxes, and which 
will be by that means destroyed. Thus so much of 
the public debt has been in this manner insensibly 
paid, that the remainder, which you desire to know, 
does not exceed six millions sterling. And now they 
are working with new paper expressed to be equal 
in value to silver, which they have made to bear 
interest ; and I have provided such funds to pay that 
interest, that probably its original value will be sup- 
ported. In the mean time the vigor of their military 
operations is again revived, and they are now as able, 
with respect to money, to carry on the war, as they 
were at the beginning, and much more so with regard 
to troops, arms and discipline. It is also an increas- 
ing nation, sixty thousand children having been born 
annually in the United States since the beginning of 
the war ; while their enemies are said to be diminish- 
ing, lam, sir, &c. • B. Franklin. 

TO SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, ESQ. 

Passy, Dec. 3, 1780. 

The news of Mr. Laurens being taken must 
have reached you long since. He is confined in the 
Tower, but of late has some more liberty for taking 
air and exercise than first was allowed him. Certain 
papers found with him relating to the drafts of a 
treaty proposed in Holland, have been sent over to 
the stadtholder, who laid them before their high 
mightinesses, who communicated them to the govern- 
ment of the city of Amsterdam; which justified the 
transaction. This has drawn from England, a me- 
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morial delivered by Sir Joseph Yorke, demanding 
that the pensionary and magistrates of that city 
should be punished; and declaring that the king 
will resent a refusal of the states to comply with 
this demand. What answer will be given to this in- 
solent memorial we do not yet know. But I hear it 
has produced much displeasure in Holland, and it is 
thought to have occasioned a more prompt accession 
to the armed neutrality which had before met with 
obstructions from the English party there. 

B. Franklin. 

TO COUNT DE VERGENNES. 

Sir, Passy, Feb. 13, 1781. 

I have just received from congress their letter 
for the king, which I have the honor of putting here- 
with into the hands of your excellency. 

I am charged at the same time to represent in the 
strongest terms the unalterable resolution of the 
United States to maintain their liberties and inde- 
pendence, and inviolably to adhere to the alliance at 
every hazard, and in every event ; and that the mis- 
fortunes of the last campaign, instead of repressing, 
have redoubled their ardor; that congress are re- 
solved to employ every resource in their power to 
expel the enemy from every part of the United 
States, by the most vigorous and decisive co-opera- 
tion with the marine and other forces of their illus- 
trious ally : that they have accordingly called on the 
several states for a powerful army and ample sup- 
plies of provisions ; and that the states are disposed 
effectually to comply with their requisitions. 

That if in aid of their own exertions the court of 
France can be prevailed on to assume a naval superi- 
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ority in the American seas, to furnish the arms^ 
ammunition, and clothing specified in the estimate 
heretofore transmitted, and to assist with the loan 
mentioned in the letter, they flatter themselves that 
under the divine blessing, the war must speedily be 
terminated with glory and advantage to both nations. 
By several letters to me from intelligent persons it 
appears that the great and expensive exertions of 
the last year, by which a force was assembled capable 
of facing the enemy, and which accordingly drew 
towards New York and la^ long near that city, were 
rendered ineffectual by the superiority of the enemy 
at sea, and that their success in Carolina had been 
chiefly owing to that superiority, and to the want of 
the necessary means for furnishing, marching, and 
paying the expense of troops, sufficient to defend that 
province. 

The Marquis de la Fayette writes to me that it is 
impossible to conceive, without seeing it, the distress 
the troops have suffered for want of clothing ; and 
the following is a paragraph of a letter from General 
Washington, which I ought not to keep back from 
your excellency ; viz. — 

" I doubt not you are so fully informed by congress 
of our political and military state, that it would be 
superfluous to trouble you with any thing relative to 
either. If I were to speak on topics of the kind, it 
would be to show that our present situation makes 
one of two things essential to us — a peace — or the 
most vigorous aid of our allies, particularly in the 
article of money ; of their disposition to serve us we 
cannot doubt : their generosity will do every thing 
their means will permit." 



32 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

They had in America great expectations, I know 
not on what foundation, that a considerable supply 
of money would be obtained from Spain, but that 
expectation has failed : and the force of that nation 
in those seas has been employed to reduce small forts 
in Florida, without rendering any direct assistance 
to the United States ; and indeed the long delay of 
that court in acceding to the treaty of commerce 
begins to have the appearance of not inclining to 
have any connexion with us ; so that for effectual 
friendship, and for the aicf so necessary in the pre- 
sent conjuncture, we can rely on France alone, 
and in the continuance of the king's goodness 
towards us. 

I am grown old ; I feel myself much enfeebled by 
my late long illness, and it is probable I shall not 
long have any more concern in these affairs. I there- 
fore take this occasion to express my opinion to your 
excellency, that the present conjuncture is critical ; 
that there is some danger lest the congress should 
lose its influence over the people, if it is found un- 
able to procure the aids that are wanted ; and that 
the whole system of the new government in America 
may thereby be shaken. 

That if the English are suffered once to recover 
that country, such an opportunity of effectual sepa- 
ration as the present may not occur again in the 
course of ages ; and that the possession of those 
fertile and extensive regions, and that vast sea-coast, 
will afford them so broad a basis for future greatness, 
by the rapid growth of their commerce, and breed of 
seamen and soldiers, as will enable them to become 
the terror of Europe, and to exercise with impunity 



that inmldno^ which 13 so natuml to tlmir n%tio», 
and which will itierease enormously with the ia- 
creajie of their powor. I mx with gresit respect^ &c. 

B. FitANKWir, 

TO HIS SXG^J.LENCY J. ADAMS, E^ft. 

Passy, April %9, VJfil. 

I enclose yoii extrgcjts of two lett^ri? u^ioiaterie}, 
found m the isame packet with the former, written ia 
the fond belief that the states were on the point of 
$ubmittipg, atid caujtipniug the commi^sioQers for 
peace sot tQ promise too much respecting the future 
constitutions. They are indeed cautiously worded, 
imt easily ujaderstood, when explained by two oourt 
laaaxims or s^ertjons, the one of JLord Oriwvillejs, 
late pnefiideckt of the council, that the king is f^ legis- 
kimr of the colonies ; the other of the present ^aacelr 
J or,* whea in the house of ^om«aons, that the Quebfii^ 
constitution wa$ the only proper consfitfUim for eoionifiSj 
ought to h<me been gmn to tipem aU ^en fir^ pUtr^ed, 
and what all ought now to be reduced tQ^ Wf^ ipajBty 
iienoe Bm the danger of listening to i^ny of their de- 
loeitfol propositions, though piqued by the negligienc* 
of some of those European po^er/i^ who W}ll be flp^fi^ 
be^ae^ted by our re^volution>- I ^aye ^e kf^or jto be, 
air, yoiur m^t obfedient 9^ ^ost humbly s^5^8i^t> 

TO i^S £XC)SXXJE^Cr JOMV ADA^^ lESAf 

Pawy, May 10, ITO^. 

I have mth you no doubit tibtat Amoj^ca will be 
easily able to pay off »at ^only the intej?est b*it (^ 

iViOi.. JI. c 
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principal of all the debt she may contract in this war. 
But whether duties upon her exports will be the best 
method of doing it, is a question I am not so clear in. 
England raised indeed a great revenue by duties on 
tobacco. But it was by virtue of a prohibition of 
foreign tobaccos, and thereby obliging the internal 
consumer to pay those duties. If America were to 
lay a 'duty of five-pence sterling per lb. on the ex- 
portation of her tobacco, would any European buy 
it ? Would not the colonies of Spain and Portugal, 
and the Ukraine of Russia furnish it much cheaper ? 
Was not England herself obliged for such reasons to 
drop the duty on tobacco she furnished to France ? 
Would it not cost an immense sum in officers, &c. to 
guard our long coast against smuggling of tobacco, 
and running out to avoid a duty ? and would not 
many even of these officers be corrupted and con- 
nive at it ? It is possibly an erroneous opinion, but 
I find myself rather inclined to adopt that modern 
one which supposes it best for every country to leave 
its trade entirely free from, all incumbrances. Per- 
haps no country does this at present : Holland comes 
the nearest to it ; and her comin^ercial wealth seems 
to have increased in proportion. 
• Your excellency has done me the. honor of an- 
nouncing to me y ouf appointment : I hope soon ' to 
return the compliment by informing you of my dis- 
mission. I find the various employments of mer- 
chant, banker, judge of admiralty, consul, &c. &c. 
besides my ministerial function, too multifarious and 
too heavy for my old shoulders ; and have therefore 
requested congress that I may be relieved; for in 
this point I agree even with my enemies, that another 
may easily be found who can better execute them. 

B. Franklin. 
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TO THE REV. DR. COOPER. 

Dear Sir, Passy, May 25, 1781. 

It gives me great pleasure to learn that your new 
constitution is at length settled with so great a de- 
gree of unanimity and general satisfaction. It seems 
to me upon the whole an excellent one^ and that 
if there are some particulars that one might have 
wished a little different, they are such as could not 
in the present state of things have been well obtained 
otherwise than they are, and, if by experience found 
inconvenient, will probably be changed hereafter. I 
would only mention at present one article, that of 
maintenance for the clergy. It seems to me that by 
the constitution the Quakers may be obliged to pay 
the tax for that purpose. But as the great end in 
imposing it is professedly the promotion of piety, re- 
ligion^ and morality, and those people have found 
means of securing that end among themselves with-^ 
out a regular clergy, and their teachers are not 
allowed to receive money, I should think it not right 
to tax them and give the money to the teacher of the 
parish ; but I imagine that in the laws to be made 
for levying parish taxes, this matter may be regulated 
to their contentment. Yours, Sec. 

B. Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESfd. 

Passy, June 30, 1781. 

I received my dear friend's kind letter of the 
l-dth instant, and immediately communicated your 
request of a passport to M. le Comte de Vergennes. 
His answer, which I have but just received, expresses 
an apprehension that the cjreumstance of his grant- 
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ing a passport to you, as you mention the purpose of 
your coming to be the discoursing with me on the 
subject of peace, might, considering your charactefj 
occasion ndany inconvenient reports and speculations; 
but that he would make no diflSculty of giving it, if 
you assured me that you were authorised for such 
purpose by your ministry, which he does not think 
at all likely; otherwise he judges it best that I should 
not encourage yoiir coming. Thus it seems I cannot 
have at present the pleasure you were so kind as to 
propose for me. I can only join with you in earnest 
wishes for peace — a blessing which I shall hardly live 
to see. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, I am ever, 
dear sir, &c. B. Franklin. 

[Note.] Passy, July 6, 1781. 

The following paper was delivered this day to 
M; de Rayneval, to be by him communicated to 
Ccmnt Vergeniies, in order to correct some wron^ 
ideas of that minister. B. P. 

It seems to have been in6in\]^ted, either Hvrougft 
mistake or ill-will to the United States ; 

1st. That their merchants have combifited to de-« 
preciate the bills drawn on France. 

2d. That their trade with England is as great as 
before the war* 

I have known_ two instances wherein bills of ex- 
change on England have fallen more than 16 per 
cent lower than the present price of bills on France. 

The first was in 1739, wh^n an expedition beiiig 
projected against Carthagena, the government of 
Engltod ordered 3000 men to be raised in America, 
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and traasports with provisions, &c. to be furnished, 
for the amount of which expense bills were ordered 
to be drawn - on the treasury at London. This ad- 
ventitious quantity of bills coming into market, and 
being more than the common course of the commerce 
required, occasioned the lowering of their price A2^ 
per cent, below the rate before accustomed. 

The like happened a few years after, when on a 
prospect of short crops of corn in Europe, orders 
were received in America to purchase and i^end over 
vast quantities, and to draw bills and sell them in 
the country in order to raise money for the purchase. 
This sudden addition to the quantity of bills pro- 
duced a fall of 40 per cent, in their price. And this 
must always happen in some proportion when the 
quantity of any article in commerce exceeds the pre- 
sent demand. 

And when it is considered that the merchants of 
America are numerous and dispersed through thir- 
teen different provinces, at great distance from each 
other, such a combination will appear as improbable, 
as that the farmers in France should combine to 
raise the price of wheat. 

With regard to the English commerce, there is 
none certainly but what is contraband, and there 
can be no temptation to such contraband, but for 
particular commodities that are cheaper there than 
in France. The quantity therefore cannot be great. 
Such contraband is found difficult to prevent in all 
countries. It is carried on at this time between 
France and England. But there are many commo- 
dities much cheaper in France, such as wines, silks, 
oil, modes, &c. which will be of great consumption 
in America; and when correspondences are once 
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settled, and the people there become acquainted 
with the manufactures of France, the demand for 
them will increase, these manufactures will of course 
be improved in goodness and cheapness, and the 
trade continue to augment accordingly* 

It is difficult to change suddenly the whole cur- 
rent of connexions, correspondences and confidences 
that subsist between merchants, and carry them all 
into a new channel ; but time and a continuance of 
friendship will make great alterations. 

B. Frankldn. 

TO THE HON. ROBERT MORRIS, ES<i. SUPERINTENDENT 

OF THE FINANCES OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Dear Sir, Pas^y,. July 26, 1781. 

I have jiust received your very friendly letter of 
the Gth of June past, announcing your appointment 
to the sU'perintendence of our finances. This gave 
me great pleasure, as from your intelligence, inte- 
grity, and abilities, there is reason to hope every 
advantage the public can possibly receive from such 
an office. You are wise in estimating beforehand^ 
as the principal advantage you can expect, the con- 
sciousness of having done service to your country ; 
for the business you have undertaken is of so com- 
plex a nature, and must engross so much of your 
time and attention, as necessarily to hurt your pri- 
vate interests; and the public is often niggardly 
even of its thanks,, resembling those little dirty stink- 
ing insects that attack us only in the dark, disturb 
our repose,, molesting and wounding us while our 
sweat and blood is contributing to their subsistence. 
Every assistance that my situation here, as long as 
it continues, may enable me to afford you, shall cer- 
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tsunly be given. For besides my affection for the 
glorious cause we are both engaged in, I value my- 
self upon your friendship, and shall be happy if 
mine can be made of any use to you. With great 
and sincere esteem, I am ever, dear sir, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. With this I shall send an answer to your 
official letter of June 8. 

TO DR. INGENHAUSZ. 

Passy, Oct. 2, 1781. 

0^ ^^ ^^* ^* ^* 

You ask for news from America, and particu- 
larly what effects attended the defection of Arnold,, 
and what were his motives. He tried to draw others 
after him, but in vain; not a man followed him. 
We discovered his motive by an intercepted letter,* 
which shows it was a bribe of five thousand pounds 
sterling. This he received in bills of exchange on 
London, where the money was put into the funds on 
his account. He lives covered with infamy, and 
despised even by those who expected to be served 
by his treachery. You will see by a German alma- 
nac which I send you herewith, how his effigy was 
treated at Philadelphia: and since you ask for Ame- 
rican newspapers, I will send you some German 
ones. We have three in that language published 
weekly at Philadelphia and German Town, by which 
you may judge that the people with us, who speak 
it, are very numerous : and now, that England can 
no longer monopolise the ancient connexions of those 
people with their mother-country, it will be a means 

* See Memoirs pf Dr. Frattklin, Part iv. 
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of opeaing a considerable American trade with Ger- 
many , by the north seas and the Mediterranean. 

Never were wars more unjustly and causelessly 
begun than those England is now engaged in with 
your country^ and mine. If she persists in them she 
is ruined ; — as she deserves to be. These wars were 
evidently wars of rapine ; they had no provocation 
but the hopes of plunder. I think you used to have 
a better opinion of the British nation than it deserved. 
It is extremely corrupted. I am your affectionate 
friend^ B. Franklin. 

to Win BKClELLENCY J. ADAMS, £SQ. AMSTERDAM. 
Slll> P«8sy, Oct. 5, 17BI. 

Since the letter your Excellency honored me 
vrtth, of the 25th of August, I have learnt nothing 
new of the mediation. It seems to be at present in^ 
a state of stagnation : any farther proceedings in it 
that may come to my knowledge, shall be imme- 
diati^ly ^ommumcated to you. This court appears 
Attentiw not only to the interest of the United States, 
but to their hMor. England seems not yet tired 
enough of the war to think seriously of an accommo* 
dation^ and till then our new commission will hardly 
afford us much employment, or make it necessary for 
us to appoint a secretary in its service : I send how- 
evt^> enclosed » a copy of the minute of congress 
relatii^g to that appointment. I have not heard of 
Mr* Data's ^surrival at Petersburgh: if your Excel • 
lency has received any communicable advices from 
him> 1 shall be glad to see them> and to know whether 
he is likely to continue thei>e. Eu^losed is a ietter 

• Holland. 
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for hiin^ and another for yourself: they appear to 
me to have been opened ; but they are in the state 
I received them, under cover from Mr. Nesbit, of 
L'Orient.. 

A letter from America that has been shown me, 
mentions a resolution of congress to exchange Ge- 
neral Burgoyne for Mr. Laurens ; but I have never 
seen that resolution. Do you know any thing of it ? 
I have a letter from Mr. Burke on the subject of that 
General, but I am at a loss to answer. I have the 
honor to be, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO HIS EXCELLENGV J. ADAMS, ESQ. 
SiK, Paasy, Oct. 12, 1781. 

I have never known a peace made, eveii the 
most advantageous, that was not censured as inade- 
quate, and the makers condemned as injudicious or 
corrupt. ** Blessed are the peace-makers^'' is, I sup- 
pose, to be understood in the other world, for in this 
they are frequently cursed. Being as yet rather too 
much attached to this world, I had therefore no 
ambition to be concerned in fabricating this peace, 
and know not how I came to be put into the com- 
mission. I esteem it, however, as an honor to be 
joined with you in so important a business ; and if 
the execution of it shall happen in my time, which I 
hardly expect, shall endeavor to assist in discharging 
the duty according to the best of my judgment. 

Immediately on receipt of the commission of in- 
structions, I communicated them as directed, to this 
court. Tlie steps that have been taken in the me- 
diation were verbally communicated to me ; but as* 
yet I have had no copies given me of the papers. 
I asked if it was not proper to communicate to the 
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ministers of the mediating powers the commission of 
congress empowering us to accept their mediation, 
and was advised to postpone it a little. I will en- 
deavor on Tuesday next to obtain for you a copy of 
the answer of the British court, which you desire, 
and will consult on the propriety of mentioning our 
commission in the public papers. 

I have heard nothing of Mr. Jefferson. I imagine 
the story of his being taken prisoner is not true. 
From his original unwillingness to leave America 
when I was sent hither, I think his coming doubtful, 
unless he had been made acquainted with and con- 
sented to the appointment. 

I hope your health is fully established. I doubt 
not but you have the advice of skilful physicians, 
otherwise I should presume to offer mine, which, 
would be, though you find yourself well, to take 
a few doses of bark, by way of fortifying^ your con- 
stitution, and preventing a return of your fever. 

With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be, 
&c. B. Franklin. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY J. ADAMS, ESQ. 

Passy, Nov. 26, 1781. 

I sent forward last Saturday some packets 
and letters for you, which I hope got to hand in time. 
Most heartily do I congratulate you on the glorious 
news !* The infant Hercules in his cradle has now 
strangled his second serpent, and gives hopes that his 
future history will be answerable. I enclose a packet 
which I have just received from General Washington, 
and which I suppose contains the articles of capi- 
tulation. It is a rare circumstance, and scarce to be 

• The capitulation of Lord Cornwallis*s army. 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 43 

met with in history that in one war two armies should 
be taken prisoners completely, not a man in either 
escaping. It is another singular circumstance, that 
an expedition so complex, formed of armies of dif- 
ferent nations, and of land and sea forces, should 
with such perfect concord be assembled from dif- 
ferent places by land and water, form their junction 
punctually, without the least retard by cross acci- 
dents of wind or weather, or interruption from the 
enemy j and that the army, which was their object, 
should in the mean time have the goodness to quit a 
situation from whence it might have escaped, and 
place itself in another whence an escape was impos- 
sible. 

General Greene has done wonders too in Carolina. 
I hear that a reinforcement was to be sent him from 
the army in Virginia, and that there are hopes of his 
reducing Charlestown. You have probably in the 
enclosed packet the account of his last great. action. 
Count de Grasse sailed the 30th with the fleet, and 
part of the land-forces. His destination is not men-: 
tioned. . 

WM. ALEXANDER, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My DEAR Sir, Paris, Dec. 15, 1781. 

I told you, last time I had the pleasure of seeing 
you at Passy, that I should make a trip to London, 
but had no notion it would be so soon. On coming 
to town last evening, I found such pressing letters 
that I propose setting off" this evening, or to-morrow 
at latest. I would have called if possible to receive 
your commands ; but as I am pinched in time, must 
content myself with sending for them. The bearer 
will call for them an hour after receiving this letter. 
I shall probably be interrogated about the dispo- 
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sitions in this country to peace. My own idea is, 
that you seek only your independence, and that this 
country, were that secured, will be moderate in 
other matters, as the object of the war does not seem 
to be conquest. Let me know if this is proper lan- 
guage. I notice that a courtly argument has been 
used in parliament for continuing the continental 
war, that withdrawing would make you insolent and 
give France exclusive advantages — were it not pro- 
per that this were contradicted flatly? Any com- 
missions you may have will be taken care of; and I 
shall be back, barring accidents, in three weeks. 
Wishing you every thing that is good, I remain with 
equal esteem and respect, dear sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, W. Alexander. 

ANSWER TO MR. ALEXANDER. 

Dear Sir, Passy, Dec. Iff, 1781. 

I thank you for informing me of your intended 
journey. You know so well the prevailing senti- 
ments here, and mine in particular, that it is unne-^ 
cessary for me to express them ; and having never 
been believed on that side the water, it would be 
useless. I will say, however, that I think the lan- 
guage you mention very proper to be held, as it i» 
the truth ; though the truth may not always be pro- 
per. Wishing you a good voyage, and happy return 
to your children, I am, with great esteem, deajr sir, 
yours, &c. &c. B, Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 

[Sent by Mr. Akxander^ with a pamphlet.^ . 

My dear Friend, Passy, Dee. L5, 1781. 

I received your favor of September 26, con- 
taining your very judicious proposition of securing 
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the spectators in the opera aidd play^^houses from the 
danger of fire. I communicated it where I thought 
it might be useful. You will see by the enclosed 
thiBtt the subject has been under consideration here^ 
Your concern for the security of life, even the livea 
of your enemies, does honor to your heart and yoar 
humanity. But what are the lives of a few idle 
haunteri^ of play-houses compared with the many 
thousands of worthy tnen and honest industrious 
families butchered and destroyed by this devilisli 
war ? O ! that we could find some happy invention 
to stop the spreading of the flames, and put an end 
to so horrid a conflagration I Adieu. I am ever 
yours most affectionately, B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ, TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dear Friend, London, January 2, 17B2. 

I have received the favor of yours of the 16th of 
December by Mr. Alexander. I most heartily jom 
with you in the wish that we could find some n»ean$ 
to stop the spreading flames of this devilish war. I 
will not despair. The communications which he ha^ 
imparted to me from you have revived my hopes of 
peace. I laid them before the minister immediately. 
We are at a suspense for the present upon a very 
material preliminary. I did not intend writing to 
you at the present pause, that we might make our 
ground good as we go on ; but an incident which 
has happened obliges me to do it without delay. For 
having had a most essential question transmitted to 
me from Lord North for explanatbn, when I would 
have applied to Mr. Alexander I coold not hear of 
him ; and now I find that he has left his hotel these 
four or five days, and his return uncertain, I must 
apply to you. I will state to you what has passed. 
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Upon my first interview with Mr. Alexander, he 
told me that the late events would make no differ- 
ence in the prospect of peace ; that America had 
no other wish than to see a termination of this 
war; that no events would make them unreason- 
able on that subject, which sentiments likewise 
your letter expresses; and that no formal recog- 
nition of independence would be required. I 
thought this a very fair opening ; but the next point 
which he explained to me seemed to be still more 
material towards peace, viz. that America was dis- 
posed to enter into a separate treaty with Great Bri- 
tain, and their allies were disposed to consent to it.* 
I believe that it has been the unfortunate union of 
common cause between America and France, which 
has for the last three years turned aside the wish of 
the people of England for peace. I verily believe 
(so deep is the jealousy between England and 
France) that this country would fight for a straw to 
the last man, and ^e last shilling, rather than be 
dictated to by France. I therefore consider this as 
the greatest rub out of the way. I have often argued 
this point with you upon former occasions, having at 
all times foreseen that it would be the greatest rub 
in the road to peace ; and I have often stated it to 
you as an act of justice due to America from her 
allies, not to drag her through a war of European re- 
sentments and jealousies beyond her original views 
and engagements ; and moreover I think the separa- 
tion of the causes in the negotiation promises much 
the shortest road to a general peace. 

Upon Mr. Alexander's opening thus much to me, 
I told him I would apply for the earliest opportunity 

* A great misconception. 
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of laying these matters before the minister. Accord- 
ingly, on Friday morning (December 21), I applied 
through the means of the £arl of Guildford (father to 
Lord North), a nobleman of a most respectable cha- 
racter, advanced in years, and attached by every 
possible tie to a son now in a most arduous situation. 
I therefore requested the favor through his hands, as 
giving me the most conciliatory access to the minister, 
to whom I was preparing to make an application for 
peace. After the appointment was made with Lord 
North for Friday evening, I returned to Mr. Alex- 
ander to consider the specific manner and terms in 
which I should make my application. It had oc- 
curred to me from what Mr. Alexander had stated to 
me, that the conciliatory bill* which I had moved in 

* Drattght^fn proposed Bill for conciliation with America, 

A Bill to invest the Crown with sufficient powers to treat, consult, 
and finally to agree upon the means of restoring peace with 
the provinces of North America, 
Whereas many unfortunate subjects of contest have of late 
years subsisted between Great Britain and the several provinces 
of North America hereinafter recited, viz. New Hampshire, Mas^ 
sachusetfs Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Yorh, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, which have brought on the calamities of war between 
Great Britain and the aforesaid provinces : to the end therefore 
that the farther effusion of blood be prevented, and that peace 
may be restored. May it please your Majesty, that it be enacted, 
and be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, 
and comtnons in this present parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same : that it shall and may be lawful for his 
Majesty by letters patent, under the great seal of Great Britain, 
to authorise and empower any person or persons to treat, con- 
sult, and finally to agree with any person or persons, properly 
authorised on the part of the aforesaid provinces of North 
America, upon the means of restoring peace between Great 
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the last parliament, on June 27, 1780, would stiH 
serve as a foundation to proceed upon. I thei^ford 
carried it with me. He told me that he and you 
knew the sense of the bill very well, and that it 

BHtain and the aforesaid proviaces, according to the powers in 
this act contained. 

And be it further enacted, that in order to facilitate the good 
purposes of this act, his Majesty may lawfolly enable any sadi 
person or persons, so appointed by his Majesty's letters patent, a9 
aforesaid, to order and proclaim a cessation of hostilities, on the 
part of his Majesty's forces by sea and land, for any time, and 
under any conditions or restrictions. 

And be it further enacted, that in order to lay a good founda* 
tioa for a cordial recoociiiatioR and lasting peace, between Chretd 
JSrUain and the aforesaid provinces of North America^ hj restor- 
ing an amicable intercourse between the same, as soon as possible, 
his Majesty may lawfully enable any such person or persons, so 
api^ovnted by his Majesty's letters parent, as aforesaid, to enter 
into, and to ratify from time to time, any article or articles of in^ 
lercottrse and pacification, which article or articles, ao entered into 
und ratified from time to time, shall remain in full force and effect 
for the certain term of ten years, from the first day of August , one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty* 

Provided also, and be k further enacted, by the authority a£oFe- 
said, that in order to remove any obstructions which may arise to 
the full and effectual execution of any article or articles of inter- 
course and pacification, as before mentioned, that it shall and 
may be lawful for his Migesty, by any instrument under his sign 
manual, countersigned by one or more of his Migesty's principal 
secretaries of state, to authorise and empower any such person or 
persons, so appointed by lus Msgesty's letters patent, as aforesaid, 
to suspend for the term of ten years, from the first day of Augusts 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty, the operation and effect 
of any act or acts of parliament, which are now in force, respect- 
ing the aforesaid provinces of iVbr^A ilaTiertca, or any clause or 
clauses, proviso or provisos, in any such act or acts of parliament 
contained; inasmuch as they, or any of them, may obstruct the 
full effect and execution of any such .article or articles of inter- 
course and pacification, which may be entered into and ratified as 
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would be entirely Consonant to your sentiments, that 
I should state it to Lord North, as drawing an out- 
line for negotiation of peace. However, to avoid all 
errors, I read the bill through to him, and explained 
the view of each clause, viz. the style of provinces of 
Nm'th America — a general phrase to avoid any term 
denoting dependence or independence. The truce — 
for an indefinite term. The' articles of intercourse 
for ten years certain — to restore an amicable corre- 
spondence, and to abate animosities. The suspen- 
sion of certain acts of parliament — to avoid every 
po$3ible question of dependence or independence. 
And to finish the work by a ratification of each 
article of intercourse as agreed to, thereby to pre- 
vent all possible return of war. I compared the 
articles of intercourse for a short term, and their 
ratification into a permanent peace, to a well-known 
mode of proceeding in the laws of England, by lease 
and release, from temporary to perpetual amity and 
peace. Upon these grounds I took my commission 

before mentioned, between Great Britain and the aforesaid pro- 
vinces of North America, 

And be it further enacted, that in order to establish perpetual 
reconcilement and peace between Great Britain and the aforesaid 
provinces of North America , it is hereby required^ and be it 
enacted, that all or any article or articles of intercourse and paci- 
fication, which shall be entered into, and ratified, for the certain 
term of ten years as before mentioned, shall from time to time be> 
laid before the two houses of parliament, for their consideration, 
as the perpetual basis of reconcilement and peace between Great 
Britain and the aforesaid provinces of North America ; and that 
any such article or articles of intercourse and pacification as before 
mentioned, when the same shall have been confirmed in parliament, 
shall remain in full force and effect for ever. 

And be it further enacted, that this act shall continue to be in 
force until the thhrty-first day of December , one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one. 

VOL. II. D 
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from him for Lord North, viz. the question of de- 
pendence or independence sub silentio — a separate 
treaty with America, and to state the conciliatory- 
bill of June, 1780, as the outline of negotiation. I 
saw Lord North in the evening, and stated the fore- 
going propositions to him, as I have now stated 
them to you. After having stated the compromise 
sub silentio and the separate treaty, I left with Lord 
North the copy of the bill of June, 1780, together 
with a paper intitled Conciliatory Propositions, as 
explanatory of that bill (both enclosed with this). 
The next morning (viz. Saturday, December 22), I 
saw Mr. Alexander and reported to him what I had 
stated to Lord North, and showed him a copy of the 
paper intitled Conciliatory Propositions. He told 
me that I had executed my commission perfectly to 
his intelligence of the matter. I should tell you, 
that at the conclusion of my conversation with Lord 
North, we both settled jointly the result thus : *' I 
recommend to your Lordship the propositions which 
I have had the honor of stating to you, as the general 
gj'ounds of a proposed negotiation leading towards peace, 
under liberal constructions.'^ Lord North said in 
answer, ** So I understand them." 

Upon this footing matters rested for some days. 
On Sunday last (December 30), I received a mes- 
sage from Lord North through the means of Lord 
Guildford, requesting an explanation on this point, 
viz. ** Who is authorised to treat on the part of 
America? whether you or Mr. Adams, or both 
jointly ? and whether the propositions above stated 
would be acknowledged as general grounds of ne- 
gotiation towards peace, by the person or persons 
authorised to treat, because it was necessary before 
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he could lay a matter of so great importance before 
the cabinet council, that he should be entitled to 
say, " These propositions and general outlines come 
to me from responsible and authorised persons?" 
The moment I received the request of Lord North 
1 agreed entirely with the necessity of an explana- 
tion on that head. I had partly expected such an 
inquiry, and it gave me satisfaction when it came, 
as I thought it the first reply towards a parley. If 
the propositions had not gained some attention, it 
would have been of very little importance to have 
inquired whence they came. As to the caution it- 
self, it appears to me not only prudent but indispen- 
sable. The forms of caution in such cases are the 
essentials of caution. I had determined on my own 
account before this message to have writ to you, that 
I might have received your sentiments directly from 
yourself without any other intervention, that we 
might proceed with caution and certainty in a mat- 
ter of such infinite importance. This message has 
only quickened my dispatch. The two points of 
explanation requested, I take to be these ; whether 
the outlines above recited are properly stated, always 
considering that they imply no farther than general 
grounds of negotiation tmvards peace, under liberal con- 
structions; and secondly, by what authorised person 
or persons any answer on this subject would be ac- 
cepted ; in short, a requisition of credentials prepa- 
ratory to a formal answer, which is so much the 
more necessary on the supposition of a favorable re- 
ception of the first hint towards negotiation. 

When I last saw Mr. Alexander, about four or five 
days ago, he had met with some desponding impres- 
sions, as if the ministry were indisposed to peace^ 
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and that things would not do, &c. He did not tell 
me npon what ground he had formed such apprehen- 
sions : however, lest he should have imparted any 
such by letter to you, I will state that point to you, 
because it may have infinite ill consequences to be 
too touchy on such suspicions. A premature jea- 
lousy may create the very evil it suspects. The 
ministry in this country are not every thing. The 
sense of the people when really expressed and ex- 
erted, would be most prevalent. Suppose then it 
were a proved point that every man in the ministry 
were in his heart adverse to peace. What then ? 
withhold all overtures ? By no means. I should 
advise the very contrary in the strongest manner. 
I should say, let the overtures be made so much th^ 
paore public and explicit, by those who do wish for 
peace. It is the unfortunate state of things which 
has hitherto bound the cause of France to any pos- 
sible treaty with America, and which has thereby 
thrown a national damp upon any actual public 
exertions to procure a negotiation for peace with 
America. I have the strongest opinion that if it 
were publicly known to the people of England that 
a negotiation might be opened with America upon 
the terms above specified, that all the ministry to- 
gether, if they were ill disposed to a man, would not 
venture to thwart such a measure. But why should 
it be supposed that the ministry to a man are ill dis- 
posed to a peace ? Suppose them to be half and half, 
and the public wish and voice of the people in favor 
of negotiation, it is evident on which side the ba- 
lance would incline. But why should we seek to 
throw a damp prematurely upon any chapce? Why 
presume even against any individual ? I grant 
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that it would be a bitter trial of humility to be 
brought to a formal recognition of independence at 
the haughty command of France, and I believe every 
part of the nation would proceed to every extremity 
before they would submit to that. But if that 
touchy point can be provided for sub silentio^ and if 
the proposed treaty with America may be carried on 
free from control by France, let us give the cause of 
peace a fair triAl ; at the worst, we should but be 
where we were if we should fail. But why should 
we expect to fail when the greatest rub is removed 
by the liberty of entering separately into a treaty ? I 
think it a most favorable event leading towards peace^ 
Give us a truce with its concomitants, and a little 
time so giveh for cooling will have niost excellent 
effects on both sides^ Eternal pedce and concilia* 
tion may then follow. 1 send this to you by the 
quickest dispatch, that we may bring this point to a 
fair issue before the meeting of parliament. God 
prosper the blessed work of peace ! 1 am ever yours 
most affectionately, D. H. 

In the title and preamble of the bill the words pro- 
vinces of North America are used as general words^ 
neither implying dependence or independence. 

Clause 1 . The truce is taken from the conciliatory 
act of 1778, and is indefinite afe to the proposed dura- 
tion of the truce. Under this clause it might be 
proposed to negotiate three points, viz. the removal 
of the British troops from the thirteen provinces of 
North America, and connectedly with this article a 
stipulation for the security of the friends of the Bri^ 
tish government. The third article might be a sti- 
|Rilation that the respective parties during the con- 
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tinuance of the truce should not either directly or 
indirectly give assistance to the enemies of each 
other. 

Clause 2. Articles of intercourse and pacification. 
Under this clause some arrangements might be set- 
tled for establishing a free and mutual intercourse, 
civil and commercial, between Great Britain and 
the aforesaid provinces of North America. 

Clause 3. Suspension of certain acts of parliament. 
By this clause a free communication may be kept 
open between the two countries, during the negotia- 
tion for peace, without stumbling against any claim 
of rights which might draw into contest the ques- 
tion of dependence or independence. 

Clause 4. The ratification by parliament. The object 
of this clause is to consolidate peace and conciliation 
step by step, as the negotiation may proceed, and to 
prevent, as far as possible, any return of war, after 
the first declaration of a truce. By the operation of 
this clause a temporary truce may be converted into 
a perpetual and permanent peace. 

Clause 6. A temporary act. This clause creating a 
temporary act for a specific purpose of negotiation 
in view, is taken from the act of 1778. 

P.S. January 8, 1782. 

Since writing this letter I have seen Mr. Alex- 
ander, and shall see him from time to time to com- 
municate with him. I do not suppose I shall have 
an answer from Lord North till the preliminary 
points are so settled as to enable him to give an 
answer in form. Ministry might undoubtedly give 
a short negative if they thought proper ; but I do not 
expect that. You may be assured that I have and 
shall continue to enforce every argument in the most 
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conciliiatory manner to induce a negotiation. I am 
very sorry for Mr. A.*s confinement on his own ac- 
count, and on that of his friends, and because proba- 
bly in the future state of his business, his personal 
exertions may be very serviceable in the cause of 
peace. Every assistance and every exertion of mine 
will always be most heartily devoted to that cause. 
I have nothing farther to add, either upon my own 
reflections or from my subsequent conversations with 
Mr. A. to what I have stated in the foregoing letten 
If we once make a good beginning upon the plan 
there stated, 1 should hope that such a negotiation, 
founded on such principles, would promise fair to 
produce every salutary and pacific consequence in 
the event. 

TO D. HARTLEY, ESQ., M. P., IH anSWCr. 
Dear Sir, Passy, January 15, 1782. 

I received a few days since your favor of the 2nd 
instant, in which you tell me, that Mr. Alexander 
had informed you " America was disposed to enter 
into a separate treaty with Great Britain." I am 
persuaded that your strong desire for peace has 
misled you, and occasioned your greatly misunder- 
standing Mr. Alexander, as I think it scarce possible 
he should have asserted a thing so utterly void of foun- 
dation. I remember that you have, as you say, often 
urged this on former occasions, and that it always 
gave me more disgust than my friendship for you per- 
mitted me to express. But since you have now 
gone so far as to carry such a proposition to Lord 
North, as arising from us, it is necessary that I 
should be explicit with you, and tell you plainly* 
that I never had such an idea, and I believe there is 
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not a man in America, a few English Tories ex* 
cepted, that would not spurn at the thought of de- 
serting a noble and generous friend for the sake of a 
truce with an unjust and cruel enemy. I have again 
read over jrour conciliatory bill, with the manuscript 
propositions that accompany it ; and am concerned 
to find that one cannot give vent to a simple wish 
for peace, a mere sentiment of humanity, without 
having it interpreted as a disposition to submit to any 
base conditions that may be offered us rather than 
continue the war : for, on no other supposition could 
you propose to us a truce often years, during which 
we are to engage not to assist France while you con- 
tinue the war with her. A truce too wherein nothing 
is to be mentioned that may weaken your preten- 
sions to dominion over us, which you may there- 
fore resume at the end of the term or at pleasure, 
when we have so covered ourselves with infamy by 
our treachery to our first friend, as that no other na- 
tion can ever after be disposed to assist us, how 
cruelly soever you might think fit to treat us. Be- 
lieve me, my dear friend, America has too much 
understanding and is too sensible of the value of the 
world's good opinion to forfeit it all by such per- 
fidy. The congress will never instruct their com- 
missioners to obtain a peace on ignominious terms ; 
and though there can be but few things in which I 
should venture to disobey their orders, yet if it were 
possible for them to give me such an order as this, I 
should certainly refuse to act : I should instantly re- 
nounce their commission and banish myself for ever 
from so infamous a country. 

We are a little ambitious too of your esteem ; and 
as I think we have acquired some share of it, by our 
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maDner of making war with you, I trust we shall 
not hazard the loss of it by consenting meanly to a 
dishonorable peace. 

Lord North was wise in demanding of you some 
authorised persons. He justly thought it too impro- 
bable to be relied on, so as to lay it before the privy 
council. You can now inform him that the whole 
has been a mistake, and that no such proposition as 
that of a separate peace has been, is, or is ever likely 
to be made by me, and I believe by no other autho- 
rised person whatever in behalf of America. You 
may farther, if you please, inform his lordship, that 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Jay and myself, have 
long since been empowered by a special commission 
to treat of peace, whenever a negotiation shall be 
opened for that purpose : but it must always be un- 
derstood that this is to be in conjunction with our 
allies, conformably to the solemn treaties made with 
them. 

You have, my dear friend, a strong desire to pro- 
mote peace, and it is a most laudable and virtuous 
desire. Permit me then to wish that you would, in 
order to succeed as a mediator, avoid such invidious 
expressions as may have an effect in preventing your 
purpose. You tell me that no stipulation for our in- 
dependence must be in the treaty, because yon 
** verily believe (so deep is the jealousy between 
England and France) that England would fight for a 
straw to the last man and the last shilling, rather 
than be dictated to by France." And again, that 
*' the nation would proceed to every extremity rather 
than be brought to a formal recognition of indepen- 
dence at the haughty command of France." My dear 
sir, if every proposition of terms for peace that may 
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be made by one of the parties at war is to be called 
and considered by the other as dictating, and a haughty 
command, and for that reason rejected with a resolu- 
tion of fighting to the last man rather than agree to 
it, you see that in such case no treaty of peace is 
possible. In fact we began the war for indepen- 
dence on your government, which we found tyranni- 
cal, and this before France had any thing to do with 
our affairs : the article in our treaty whereby the 
** two parties engage that neither of them shall con* 
elude either truce or peace with Great Britain without 
the formal consent of the other first obtained, and 
mutually engage not to lay down their arms until the 
independence of the United States shall have been 
formally or tacitly assured by the treaty or treaties 
that shall terminate the war," was an article inserted 
at our instance, being in our favor. And you see by 
the article itself, that your great difficulty may be 
easily got over, as a formal acknowledgment of our 
independence is not made necessary. But we hope 
by God's help to enjoy it, and I suppose we shall 
fight for it as long as we are able. I do not make 
any remarks on the other propositions, because I 
think that unless they were made by authority, the 
discussion of them is unnecessary and may be incon- 
venient. The supposition of our being disposed to 
make a separate peace, I could not be silent upon, as 
it materially affected our reputation and essential 
interests. If I have been a little warm on that offen- 
sive point, reflect on your repeatedly urging it, and 
endeavor to excuse me. Whatever may be the fate 
of our poor countries, let you and I die, as we have 
lived, in peace with each other. Assuredly I con- 
tinue with great and sincere esteem, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, B. Franklin. 
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D. HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My DEAR Sir, London, Jan. 24, 1783. 

I received yours of the 1 5th instant, this day, 
I must take the earliest opportunity of setting you 
right in one mistake, which runs through your whole 
letter, and which to you, under that mistake, must 
be a very delicate point. You seem to apprehend 
that America has been stated in the proposition to 
Lord North, as " disposed to enter into a separate 
treaty with Great Britain ;" but you omit the con- 
dition, viz. in the words immediately following, ** and 
that their allies were disposed to consent to it. " There 
cannot possibly be any supposition of treachery to 
allies, in any proposition to which they may con- 
sent. A separate treaty with the consent of the allies 
of America was the proposition communicated to 
me by Mr. Alexander, and which I laid before the 
minister, and which I reported back again to Mr. 
Alexander, in writing, when I showed him the paper 
intitled " Conciliatory Propositions," which I took 
care to reduce to writing, with a view of avoiding mis- 
takes : therefore I have not misunderstood Mr. Alexan- 
der. I have since seen Mr. A. many times, and he 
has always stated one and the same proposition, viz. 
that America was disposed to enter into a separate 
treaty because their allies were disposed to consent that 
they should. Therefore there cannot exist a suspicion 
of treachery. It occurred to me once whilst I was 
writing, to bar against that misconstruction : but^ 
having specified the consent of' the allies of America, in 
the same sentence, I could not conceive such a mis- 
construction to have been possible. You have mis- 
taken another point greatly. You say, " a truce for 
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ten years." There is not in the bill any such dis- 
position or thought ; on the contrary, it is specified 
in the enclosed paper, that it is kept indefinite, for the 
sole purpose of avoiding the suspicion which you 
have suggested. Xhe truce may be for 20, or 60, or 
100 years (in my opinion the longer the better). 
But in any case, what I mean now to state is the 
indefinite term in the bill. The articles of intercourse 
are only proposed for ten years certain, just to strew 
the way with inviting and conciliatory facilities, in 
the hope that a little time given for cooling would con- 
firm a perpetual peace. If I were permitted to be 
the mediator I should certainly propose the truce 
for 20 years : but if no more than ten years could be 
obtained, I would certainly not refuse such a ground 
of pacification and treaty. I refer you to several of 
my letters two or three years ago, for the justification 
of my sentiments on that head. Another point; 
look at all my letters since 1778, and see if I have 
at any time suggested any breach of treaty or of 
honor: on the contrary, I think a faithless nation^ if 
exterminated, would not deserve the pity of mankind; 
I speak of all that / know in the treaty between 
America and France, and what I think reasonable 
upon the case itself. If America is farther bound 
than we know of, they must abide by it. I speak to 
the apparent and public foundation of the treaty^ 
article second, with the provision oi tacitly from article 
eight: and now I refer you to my letter to you, as 
long ago as April 10, 1779 : " If beyond this essential 
and directed end, and upon grounds totally uncon^ 
nected with that alliance, not upon motives of mag- 
nanimity/or the relief of an innocent people, but from 
distinct and unconnected motives of private European 
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sentiments, America should be dragged into the con- 
sequence of a general European war, she may apply 
to France the apostrophe of the poet, speaking in the 
person of Helen to Paris, ^ non hoc pollicitm ttur.**' 
You see therefore that our sentiments have been 
uniform, and as I think reasonable, because I still 
remain in those sentiments. Suppose, for instance, 
(and you call it the case of a straw if you please) that 
Great Britain and France should continue the war 
for ten years, on the point of a commissary at Dun- 
kirk, ay or no : — ^would it be reasonable or a casus 
fcedtns, that America should be precluded from a 
separate treaty for ten years, and therefore involved 
in the consequential war,, after the essential and direct 
ends of the treaty of February 6, 1778, were accom- 
plished? As far as my judgment goes, upon the 
knowledge of such facts as are public, I should think 
it was neither reasonable nor a casus foederis. This is 
the breviate of the argument, in which there is no 
thought or suggestion of any breach erf faith or honor. 
I did conclude that France was disposed to give their 
consent, because Mr. Alexander informed me so, and 
because I thought it reasonable that France should 
consent, and reasonable that America should enjoy the 
benefit of that consent. I transmitted it to Lord 
North as a proposition temperate and pacific on the 
part of America, and consented to by their allies, and 
on no other ground did I transmit or propose it. All 
that your letter tells me is, ** that America will not 
break it with her allies^ and that her commissioners 
will not entertain such a thought;" but give me 
leave to add, that they, as honest men, cannot dis- 
dain such a thought, more than I do ; every honest 
man ought to disdain the office^ or the thought of 
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^ proposing a breach of faith to them. I have often 
told you, that such an office or such a thought shall 
never be mine. But you have not told me that 
France would not be disposed to consent to a separate 
treaty of peace, for that ally whose peace was the 
original declared object of the alliance. In the case 
supposed, viz. of certain supposed or real punctilios 
between two proud and belligerent nations, which 
might possibly involve America, for years, in a war 
totally unconnected with the objects of the alliance. 
Besides, if any rubs should occur in the road to a 
general peace, France is too proud a nation to say, 
that beyond the policy of contributing to the separa- 
tion of America from Great Britain in any contest of 
rivalship, they cannot meet their rivals in war, with- 
out the assistance of America. I cannot conceive that 
the minister of a great belligerent nation could enter- 
tain such a thought, as affecting their own sense of 
honor, or be so unreasonable to their allies, as to with- 
hold consent to their peace, when the essential and 
direct ends of the alliance were satisfied. Observe, 
I do not contend against a general peace ; on the 
contrary, I mean to recommend the most prudent 
means for producing it. But, as an anxious lover of 
peace, I feel terrors which dismay me, and I con- 
sider the dangers which may obstruct a general 
peace, arising from the pride and prejudices of 
nations, which are not to be controlled in their heat 
by arguments of reason or philosophy. Can any 
man in reason and philosophy tell me, why any two 
nations in the world are called natut'al enemies, as 
if it were the ordinance of God and nature ? I fear 
it is too deeply engraved in the passions of man, and 
for that reason I would elude and evade the contest 
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with such passions. I would strew the road to peace 
with flowers, and not with thorns. Haughty, and 
dictating, and commandsy are no words of mine; I 
abhor them, and I fear them. I would elude their 
force by gentle means, and step by step. In article 
eight there are the following words : " By the treaty 
or treaties that shall terminate the war." Let us 
have one treaty begun, and I think the rest would 
follow. I fear when contending passions are raised 
lest we should lose all by grasping at too much. 

January 25. I have just seen Mr. Alexander, and 
have talked the matter over with him. I send you a 
copy of his sentiments upon'it, which, for the sake 
of avoiding farther mistakes, he committed to paper, 
and which, I think, justify me in saying that I under- 
stood from him that France was disposed to give their 
consent, as he explained it to me, and as I explained 
it to the minister. He did not say, nor did I under- 
stand him to say, that he was authorised by the 
French ministry, or by any one else, to declare that 
France had bound herself to consent, or that any 
such requisition had been made to her ; but that it 
was his opinion that France would consent, and that 
I might proceed upon that presumption, so far as to 
recommend overtures of negotiation. Accordingly 
the phrase of my letter to you is, that he explained to 
me, that their allies were disposed to consent. You see 
what his opinion is on this day; and as yoU have not 
told me that France will not consent, the reasonable 
probability which still remains with me, for the hopes 
of opening an amicable treaty, remains as it did. I 
could not delay saying thus, by the very first mail, 
upon a point equally delicate to me, as well as to 
yourself. My dear friend, I beg of you not to think. 
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either that you can be considered as capable of en* 
tertaining, or that I should be capable of suggesting, 
any unworthy or dishonorable propositions. If there 
has been any misunderstanding, it is now cleared up ; 
and the ground for negotiation remains open as be- 
fore. I therefore still entertain my hopes. I am 
ever your affectionate, D. H. 

EXPLANATORY LETTER OF MR. ALEXANDER TO MR. 
HARTLEY, REFERRED TO IN THE PRECEDING. 

Dear Sir, 

As I had not the opportunity of seeing your cor- 
respondence at the time, I was unable to prevent the 
misunderstanding that seems to have arisen. There 
is no proposition of which I am more convinced, than 
that " Nothing can be done without the concurrence 
of allies." But, as the chief obstruction towards an 
accommodation seemed to me to lie in the personal 
character of some who have great weight in this mat- 
ter, and as the object of the war (the independence 
of America) seems, in the opinion of all men, to be 
secured, my own opinion was and still is, that there 
was so much wisdom and moderation where preju- 
dice prevents us from seeing it, that, provided the 
ends of the war are accomplished to the satisfaction 
of all parties, they will be very ready to let us out of 
it, in the most gentle manner, by consenting equally 
that the business shall go on in one, two, or three 
separate deeds, as shall be most palatable here : and 
to doubt that our friends are desirous of finishing the 
contest, with the approbation of their allies, is to 
doubt their understanding. I am, with the greatest 
esteem, yours, &c. W. Alexander. 

, London, Jan. 25, 1782. 
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DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My DEAR Friend, London, February 1, 1782. * 

I write to you one line by this mail, only to tell 
you that I have seen the minister since I last wrote 
to you, and that he never did entertain the idea one 
moment of any propositions being thrown out on your 
part in the least degree inconsistent with the strict- 
est honor and faith to the allies. I had no occasion 
to guard against or to explain any such thought, hav- 
ing at all times conveyed the contrary to him in the 
most explicit terms. I transmit this to you for your 
full satisfaction. We have had much conversation 
on the subject of peace, which you may be sure I 
have most zealously endeavored to enforce. / should 
not do him justice if I did not add that I believe his 
wishes are for peace, and that he gives the most 
serious attention to every argument, and to the sug- 
gestion of every practicable means on that subject. 
I have stated many things for his consideration, and 
for consultation with others, after which I shall see 
him again. I heartily wish the result may be favor- 
able to the prospect of peace. 

I am ever, your affectionate 

D. Hartley. 

TO DAVID hartley, ESQ. M.P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, February 16, 1782. 

I received your favor of the 24th past. You 
have taken pains to rectify a mistake of mine relating 
to the aim of your letters. I accept kindly your re- 
plication, and I hope you will excuse my error, when 
you reflect that I knew of no consent given by France 
to our treating separately of peace, and that there 

VOL. II. E 
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has been mixed in some of your conversations and 
letters various reasonings, to show that if France 
should require something of us that was unreason- 
able, we then should not be obliged by our treaty to 
join with her in continuing the war. As there never 
had been such requisition, what could I think of 
such discourses ? I thought as I suppose an honest 
woman would think, if a gallant should entertain her 
with suppositions of cases in which infidelity to 
her husband would be justifiable. Would not she 
naturally imagine, seeing no other foundation or 
motive for such conversation, that if he could once 
get her to admit the general principle, his intended 
next step would be to persuade her that such a case 
actually existed? Thus knowing your dislike of 
France, and your strong desire of recovering America 
to England, I was impressed with the idea that such 
an infidelity on our part would not be disagreeable 
to you ; and that you were therefore aiming to lessen 
in my mind the horror I conceived at the idea of it. 
But we will finish here by mutually agreeing that 
neither you were capable of proposing nor I of acting 
on such principles. 

I cannot however forbear endeavoring to give a 
little possible utility to this letter, by saying some- 
thing on your case of Dunkirk.* You do not see why 
two nations should be deemed natural enemies to 
each other. Nor do I, unless one or both of them 
are naturally mischievous and insolent. But I can 
see how enmities long continued, even during a 
peace, tend to shorten that peace, and to rekindle a 
war : that is, when either party, having an advan- 
tage in war, shall exact conditions in the treaty of 
peace that are goading and constantly mortifying to 
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the other. I take this to be the case of your *' com- 
missioner at Dunkirk." What would be your feeling, 
if France should take and hold possession of Ports- 
mouth, or Spain of Plymouth, after a peace, as you 
formerly held Calais, and now hold Gibraltar ? or, 
on restoring your ports, should insist on having an 
insolent commissioner stationed there, to forbid your 
placing one stone upon another by way of fortifica- 
tion? You would probably not be very easy under 
such a stipulation. If therefore you desire a peace 
that may he firm and durable, think no more of such 
extravagant demands. It is not necessary to give 
my opinion farther on that point ; yet I may add 
frankly, as this is mere private conversation between 
you and me, that I do think a faithful ally, especially 
when under obligations for such great and generous 
assistance as we have received, should fight as long 
as he is able, to prevent (as far as his continuing to 
fight may prevent) his friends being compelled again 
to suffer such an insult. 

My dear friend, the true pains you are taking to 
restore peace, whatever may be the success, entitle 
you to the esteem of all good men. If your ministers 
really desire peace, methinks they would do well to 
empower some person to make propositions for that 
purpose. One or other of the parties at war must 
take the first step. To do this belongs properly to 
the wisest. America, being a novice m such affairs, 
has no pretence to that character, and indeed after 
the answer given by Lord Stormont (when we pro- 
posed to him something relative to the mutual treat- 
ment of prisoners with humanity) that the king's 
ministers received no applications from rebels y unless when 
they came to implore his majesty's clemency y it cannot be 
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expected that we should hazard the exposing our- 
selves again to such insolence. All I can say farther 
at present is, that in my opinion your enemies do not 
aim at your destruction, and that if you propose a 
treaty, you will find them reasonable in their de- 
mands, provided that on your side they meet with the 
same good dispositions. Bu t do not dreamof dividing 
us -; you will certainly never be able to effect it. 

With great regard and affection, I am ever, dear 
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dbar Friend, Feb. 28, 1782. 

I have not as yet any thing to communicate to 
you. I have upon many ^ occasions recommended 
the road to peace in the most earnest way. I am 
not without hopes. I think I may venture to say 
that the arguments which I have stated have made 
an impression. I have not expected to receive the 
final answer from Lord North till after the parlia* 
mentary arrangements of the year are settled. I am 
just for three or four days in the country upon a 
little business, but upon a furlough, as I may say, 
with the knowledge of Lord North, who, during the 
budget week, cannot possibly want to see me. I 
have therefore taken that week for a little private 
business in the country; and if Lord N. should hap- 
pen to wish to see me, my brother keeps watch, and 
is to send express for me. Public report will tell 
you that on Friday last there was a division in the 
house on an American question, of 194 to 193. / 
cannot answer for the dispositions of ministers ; hut in 
point of justice I ought to say, that I think, and as far 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 69 

as I can Judge from the conferences which I have had, 
that I have found good dispositions towards peace. I do 
not pledge myself, because I may be deceived ; 
however, that is my opinion ; and I say thus much 
lest my silence should appear suspicious, and create 
alienation in other parties. I think I have seen 
good dispositions from the first commencement of 
my conferences on peace. My brother sends me 
word that Mr. Alexander is to return by the next 
mail ; I therefore write this to send either by him, 
or at least in the same packet. I have had much 
conversation with him, and he will tell you that I 
have done my utmost to serve the cause of peace. I 
will conclude this with a quotation which I have 
applied to another person in argument respecting 
peace : 

CoDsuIere patriae, parcere afflictis, fer^ caede abstinere, 
Irae tempus dare, orbi quietem, seculo pacem suo, 
Haec summa virtus, — h^c coelum petitur yi&. 

God bless you, and prosper our pacific endeavors. I 
shall probably write again to you soon. Your affec* 
tionate D. Hahtley. 

EDMUND BURKE, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obliging letter demanded an early 
answer. It has not received the acknowledgment 
which was so justly due to it. But Providence has 
well supplied my deficiencies ; and the delay of the 
answer has made it much more satisfactory than at 
the time of my receipt of your letter I dared to pro- 
mise myself it could be. I congratulate you as the 
friend of America ; I trusty as not the enemy of Eng- 
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land; I am surCy as the friend of mankind^ on the reso- 
lutioji of the house of commons ^ carried by a majority of 
nineteen at two o'clock this morning, in Or very full house. 
It was the declaratio7i of two hundred and thirty-four ; 
I think it was the opinion of the whole. I trust it will 
lead to a speedy peace between the two branches of 
the English nation, perhaps to a general peace; and 
that our happiness may be an introduction to that 
of the world at large. I most sincerely congratulate 
you on- the event. I wish I could say that I had 
accomplished my commission. Difficulties remain. 
But as Mr. Laurens is released from his confine- 
ment, and has recovered his health tolerably, he 
may wait, I hope, without a great deal of inconve- 
nience, for the final adjustment of his troublesome 
business. He is an exceedingly agreeable and 
honorable man. I am much obliged to you for the 
honor of his acquaintance. He speaks of you as I 
do ; and is perfectly sensible of your warm and 
friendly interposition in his favor. I have the honor 
to be, with the highest possible esteem and regard, 
dear sir, your most faithful and obedient humble 
servant, Edmund Burke. 

London, Charles Street, Feb. 28, 1782. 

General Burgoyne presents his best compliments 
to you, with his thanks for your obliging attentions 
towards him. 

TO ROB. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, March 4, 1782. 

Enclosed I send copies of two letters from M. 
le Comte de Vergennes, relating to certain com- 
plaints from Ostend and Copenhagen against our 
cruisers. I formerly forwarded a similar complaint 
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from Portugal, to which 1 have yet received no 
answer. The ambassador of that kingdom frequently 
asks me for it. I hope now, that by your means/ 
these kind of affairs will be more immediately. at- 
tended to ; ill blood and mischief may be thereby 
sometimes prevented. 

The Marquis de la Fayette was, at his return 
hither, received by all ranks with all possible dis- 
tinction. He daily gains in the general esteem and 
affection, and promises to be a great man here. He 
is warmly attached to our cause : we are on the 
most friendly and confidential footing with each 
other, and he is really very serviceable to me in my 
applications for additional assistance. 

I will endeavor to procure a sketch of an emblem 
for the purpose you mention. This puts me in mind 
of a medal I have had a mind to strike since the late 
great event you give me an account of, representing 
the United States by the figure of an infant Her- 
cules in his cradle, strangling the two serpents; and 
France, by that of Minerva, sitting by as his nurse, 
with her spear and helmet, and her robe speckled 
with a few fleur-de-lis. The extinguishing two en- 
tire armies in one war is what has rarely if ever 
happened, and it gives a presage of the future force 
of our growing empire.* 

I thank you much for the newspapers you have 

* This Dr. Franklin subsequently had executed, with some 
variation in the device ; to which was added the dates of the two 
victories, (17 Oct. 1777, and 19 Oct. 1781,) and the motto, 
«' NoN SINE Diis ANIMOSUS Infans." — On the reverse of the 
medal was a beautiful head of Liberty : on the exergue, " Liber- 
TAS Americana/' and the date of American independence, 
" 4 July, 1776." 
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been so kind as to send me. I send also to you, by 
every opportunity, packets of the French, Dutch, 
and English papers. Enclosed is the last Courier of 
Europe, wherein you will find a late curious debate 
on continuing the war with America, which the 
minister carried in the affirmative only by his own 
vote! It seems the nation is sick of it: but the king 
is obstinate. There is a change made of the American 
secretary, and another talked of in the room of Lord 
Sandwich: but I suppose we have no reason to 
desire such changes. If the king will have a war 
with us, his old servants are as well for us as any he 
is likely to put in their places. The ministry, you 
will see, declare that their war in America is for the 
future to be only defensive. I hope we shall be too 
prudent to have the least dependence on this decla- 
ration ; it is only thrown out to lull us. For, depend 
upon it, the king hates us cordially, and will be content 
with nothing short of our extirpation. 

I shall be glad to receive the account you are pre- 
paring of the wanton damages done our possessions. 
I wish you could also furnish me with one of the 
barbarities committed on our people. They may 
both be of excellent use on certain occasions. 

The friendly disposition of this court towards us 
continues. We have sometimes pressed a little too 
hard, expecting and demanding perhaps more than 
we ought, and have used improper arguments, which 
may have occasioned a little dissatisfaction, but it 
has not been lasting. In my opinion, the surest 
way to obtain liberal aid from others, is vigorously 
to help ourselves. People fear assisting the negli- 
gent, the indolent, and the careless, lest the aids 
they afford should be lost. I know we have done a 
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great deal ; but it is said we are apt to be supine 
after a little success, and too backward in furnishing 
our contingents. This is really a generous nation, 
fond of glory, and particularly that of protecting the 
oppressed. Trade is not the admiration of the no- 
blesse, who always govern here. Telling them their 
commerce will be advantaged by our success, and 
that it is their interest to help us, seems as much as 
to say, help us, and we shall not be obliged to you. 
Such indiscreet and improper language has been 
sometimes held here by some of our people, and 
produced no good effects. 

The constant harmony subsisting between the 
armies of the two nations in America is a circum- 
stance that has afforded me infinite pleasure. It 
ishould be carefully cultivated : I hope nothing will 
happen to disturb it. The French officers who have 
returned to France this winter speak of our people 
in the handsomest and kindest manner, and there is 
a strong desire in many of the young nobility to go 
over to fight for us : there is no restraining some of 
them; and several changes among the officers of 
their army have lately taken place in consequence. 

Generals Cornwallis and Arnold are both arrived 
in England. It is reported that the former, in all 
his conversations, discourages the prosecution of the 
war in America : if so, he will of course be out of 
favor. We hear much of audiences given to the 
latter, and of his being present at councils. He 
seems to mix as naturally with that polluted court 
as pitch with tar : there is no being in nature too 
base for them to associate with, provided he may be 
thought capable of serving their purposes. 

You desire to know whether any intercepted letters 
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of Mr. Deane have been published in Europe ? I 
have seen but one in the English papers, that to Mr. 
Wadsworth ; and none in any of the French and 
Dutch papers ; but some have been printed that have 
not fallen in my way. There is no doubt of their 
being all genuine. His conversations since his return 
from America have, as I have been informed, gone 
gradually more and more into that style, and at 
length came to an open vindication of Arnold's con- 
duct; and within these few days he has sent me a 
letter of twenty full pages, recapitulating those 
letters, and threatening to write and publish an ac- 
count of the treatment he has received from con- 
gress, &c. He resides at Ghent, is distressed both 
in mind and in circumstances, raves and writes 
abundance, and I imagine it will end in his going 
over to join his friend Arnold in England. I had an 
exceeding good opinion of him when he acted with 
me, and I believe he was then sincere and hearty 
in our cause. But he is changed, and his character 
ruined in his own country and in this ; so that I see 
no other but England to which he can now retire. 
He says we owe him about £12,000 sterling; and 
his great complaint is, that we do not settle his ac^ 
counts and pay him. Mr. Johnson having declined 
the service, I proposed engaging Mr. Searle to un- 
dertake it ; but Mr. Deane objected to him as being 
his enemy. In my opinion he was, for that reason, 
even fitter for the service of Mr. Deane, since ac- 
counts are of a mathematical nature, and cannot be 
changed by an enemy, while that enemy's testimony, 
that he had found them well supported by authentic 
vouchers, would have weighed more than the same 
testimony from a friend. 
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With regard to negotiations for a peace, I see but 
little probability of their being entered upon seriously 
this year, unless the English minister had failed in 
raising his funds, which it is said he has secured ; 
so that we must provide for another campaign, in 
which I hope God will continue to favor us, and 
humble our cruel and haughty enemies ; a circum- 
stance which, whatever Mr. Deane may say to the 
contrary, will give pleasure to all Europe. 

This year opens well by the reduction of Port 
Mahon, the garrison prisoners of war, and we are not 
without hopes that Gibraltar may soon follow. A 
few more signal successes in America will do much 
towards reducing our enemies to reason. 

Your expressions of good opinion with regard to 
me, and wishes of my continuance in this employ- 
ment, are very obliging. As long as the congress 
think I can be useful to our affairs, it is my duty to 
obey their orders : but I should be happy to see them 
better executed by another, and myself at liberty ; 
enjoying, before I quit the stage of life, some small 
degree of leisure and tranquillity. 

With great esteem, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

TO R. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. SECRETARY OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS. 
Sir, Passy, March 9, 1782. 

Your communication of the sentiments of con- 
gress, with respect to many points that may come 
under consideration in a treaty of peace, gives me 
great pleasure, and the more as they agree so per- 
fectly with my own opinions, and furnish me with 
additional arguments in their support. I shall be 
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more particular on this subject in my next; for 
having notice from Captain Barry last night, that he 
will not go to Brest, as I expected, to take in some of 
our goods, but will sail immediately on the. return of 
the post, which sets out to-day, I am obliged to be 
short. You will see in the enclosed newspapers the 
full debate in the house of commons, on the subject 
of declining the war with North America. By pri- 
vate advices I learn, that the whole opposition, now 
become the majority, went up in a body with the ad- 
dress to the king, who answered, that he would pay a 
due regard to the advice of his faithful commons, and 
employ his forces with more vigor against the ancient 
enemies of the nation, or to that purpose ; and that 
orders were immediately given for taking up a great 
number of large transports, among which are many 
old India ships, whence it is conjectured that they 
intend some great effort in the West Indies, and per- 
haps mean to carry off their troops and stores from 
New York and Charlestown. I hope, however, that 
we shall not, in expectation of this, relax in our. pre- 
parations for the approaching campaign. 

I will procure the books you write for, and send 
them as soon as possible. 

Present my duty to the congress, and believe me 
to be, with sincere esteem, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My DEAR Friend, London, March 11, 1782. 

Mr. Digges, who will deliver this to you, in- 
jfbrms me, that having been applied to for the pur- 
pose of communicating with Mr. Adams on the sub- 
ject of his commission for treating of peace, he is 
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now setting out for Amsterdam, and that he intends 
afterwards to go to Paris to wait upon you. I under- 
stand the occasion to have arisen by some mention 
having been made in parliament, by General Con- 
way, of persons not far oflF having authority to treat 
of peace, which was supposed to allude to Mr. 
Adams, and some friends of his in London. Mi- 
nistry were, therefore, induced to make some in- 
quiries themselves. This is what I am informed of 
the matter. When the proposal was made to Mr. 
Digges, he consulted me, I believe from motives of 
caution, that he might know what ground he had 
to stand upon ; but not in the least apprised that I 
had been in any degree in course of corresponding 
with you on the subject of negotiation. As I had 
informed the ministry from you, that other persons 
besides yourself were invested with powers of treat- 
ing, I have nothing to say against their consulting 
the several respective parties. That is their own 
concern. I shall at all times content myself with 
observing the duties of my own conduct, attending 
to all circumstances with circumspection, and then 
leaving the conduct of others to their own reasons. 
I presume that ministry have only done what others 
would have done in their situation, to procure the 
most ample information that the case will admit. I 
rest contented' to act in my own sphere, and if my 
exertions can be applied to any public good, I shall 
always be ready to take my part with sincerity and 
zeal. I am, my dear friend, your ever affectionate 

D. Hartley. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My DEAR Friend, London, March 12, 1782. 

Enclosed with this I transmit to you the public 
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parliamentary proceedings respecting the American 
war. If you will compare these proceedings with some 
others in several of the counties of this kingdom about 
two years ago, you will at once see the reason why 
many persons,'who from principles of general and en- 
larged philanthropy do most certainly wish universal 
peace to mankind, yet seem restrained in their mode 
of endeavoring to obtain that object. We must 
accommodate our endeavors to practicabilities, in 
the strong hope that if the work of peace was once 
begun, it would soon become general. Parliament 
having declared their sentiments by their public pro- 
ceedings, a general bill will soon pass to enable ad- 
ministration to treat with America, and to conclude. 
As to the sincerity of ministry, that will be judged 
of by their conduct in any treaty. The first object 
is to procure a meeting of qualified and authorised 
persons. You have told me that four persons are 
empowered by a special commission to treat of peace. 
Are we to understand that each separately has power 
to conclude, or in what manner ? The four persons 
whom you mentioned are in four very different parts 
of the world, viz. three of them in hostile states, and 
the fourth under circumstances very peculiar for a 
negotiator. When I told Mr. Laurens that his name 
was in the commission, I found him entirely ignorant 
of every circumstance relating to it. I understand 
that the ministry will be ready to proceed towards 
opening a negotiation as soon as the bill shall pass, 
and therefore it is necessary to consult of time, and 
place, and manner, and persons on each side. The 
negotiation itself will speak the rest. I have been 
informed that some gentlemen in this country (not in 
administration) have fiately entered into a correspon- 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 79 

dence with Mr. Adams relating to his commission of 
treating for peace, and that their previous inquiries 
having been spoken of in public, the ministry have 
been induced to make some inquiry themselves from 
Mr. Adams on that subject. In whatever way a fair 
treaty may be opened, by whomsoever or with whom- 
soever, I shall heartily wish good success to it for 
the common good and peace of mankind. I know 
these to be your sentiments, and I am confident that 
they will ever remain so, and hope that you will be- 
lieve the same of me. I am ever, your most affec- 
tionate D. Hartley. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My DEAR Friend, London, March 21, 1782. 

You will have heard before this can reach you, that 
Lord North declared yesterday in the house of com- 
mons that his majesty intended to change his minis- 
ters. The house is adjourned for a few days to give 
time for the formation of a new ministry. Upon this 
occasion therefore I must apply to you to know whe- 
ther you would wish me to transfer the late negoti- 
ation to the successors of the late ministry (vide 
yours to me of January 15, 1782) ; viz. " that you are 
empowered by a special commission to treat of peace 
whenever a negotiation for that purpose shall be 
opfened. That it must always be understood that it 
is to be in conjunction with your allies, conformable 
to the solemn treaties made with them. That the 
formal acknowledgment of the independence of Ame- 
rica is not made necessary." And may I add, that 
upon these terms you are disposed to enter into a ne- 
gotiation? It is not known who will succeed the late 
ministry; but from the circumstances which preceded 
its dissolution, we are to hope that they will be dis- 
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posed to enter into a negotiation of peace upon fair and 
honorable terms. I have no doubt that there were 
some persons in the late ministry of that disposition. 
I told you in my last letters to you, of the 11th 
and 12th instant, that I had received information 
whilst I was in the course of correspondence with 
the ministry myself on the subject of peace, that 
some part of the ministry were transmitting some 
communications or inquiries upon that subject with 
Mr. Adams, unknown to me. I had informed the 
ministry from you the names of the four persons em- 
powered to treat. I saw the minister upon the occa- 
sion (I should now call him the late minister). I took 
the liberty of giving him my opinion upon the matter 
itself. So far as it related personally to me, I ex- 
pressed myself fully to him that there was no occa- 
sion that such a step should have been taken 
unknown to me ; for that I was very free to confess 
that if they thought my partiality towards peace was 
so strong that they could drive a better bargain 
through another channel, I could not have any right 
of exclusion upon them. I relate this to you be- 
cause I would wish to have you make a correspond- 
ing application to your own case. If you should 
think that my strong desire for peace, although most 
laudable and virtuous in itself y should mislead me, and 
that my being so as you may suppose misled, may 
be of any prejudice to the cause committed to your 
trust, I desire by no means to embarrass your free 
conduct, by any considerations of private or per- 
sonal regard to myself. Having said thus much, I 
will now add that I am not unambitious of the office 
of a peace-maker; that I flatter myself the very 
page which I am now writing will bear full testimony 
from both sides of the impartiality of my conduct. 
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And I will a4d once more what I have often said 
and repeated to eaQh side, viz. that no fallacy or de- 
ception, knowing or suspecting it to be such, shall 
ever pass through n^y hands. 

Believe me I sympathise most cordially and sin- 
cerely with you in every anxiety of yours for peace. 
I hope thingp are tending, although riot without 
rubs, yet in the main to that endt Soon ! a$ sopn as 
the course of human life may be expected tq operate 
on the great scale and course of national events, or 
rather in the creation and establishment of a new 
world. I am sometimes tempted to think myself in 
patient expectation the elder sage of the two. I say 
the elder, not the better. 

Yours, &c. D. HAaxLEY. 

MH. T. DIGOES TO Dp,. FR^NKUN. 

Sir, * Amsterdarn, M^cb 22, 1782. 

It would take up more than the length of a let- 
ter to explain the whole opening and progression of 
a matter I am here upon, which was and is meant t^ 
be jointly communicated to you with Mr. Adams : 
I will therefore take the liberty to give you an ab- 
breviation of it in as few words as I c$^n. 

About a fortnight ago a direct requisition from mi- 
nistry, through Lord Beauchamp, was made to Mr. 
R. Penn to know if he could ascertain that any per- 
son or persons in Europe were commissioned by congress 
to treat for peace, whether they were i^ow willing to 
avail themselves of such commission, and of the present 
sincere disposition in ministry to treat, and whether they 
would receive an appointed commissioner to speak for a 
truce, and mention a place for the meeting, Sgc. 

Mr. Penn's referring Lord Beauchamp to me, as 

VOL. II. F 
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knowing the nature of Mr. Adams's former commis- 
sion, was the sole cause of my being privy to, or a 
party in, the matter. I had various meetings with 
Lord Beauchamp in company with Mr. Penn on the 
subject ; the particular memorandums of which, and 
Lord B.'s statement of what the ministry wanted to 
obtain, together with every other circumstance rela- 
tive to the matter, I regularly consulted Mr. Laurens 
and Mr. D. Hartley upon ; and the result was my 
taking the journey hither, and to Paris, in order to 
put the questions (as they are before stated from 
Lord B. to Mr. Penn), and to bring an answer thereto. 
I am well convinced by Lord Beauchamp's pledge of 
his personal honor, as well as from Mr. Hartley's 
telling me he knew the matter to come directly from 
Lord North, (for he visited him more than once to 
ascertain the fact,) that it is a serious and sincere re- 
quisition from ministry, and that they will imme- 
diately take some steps to open a treaty, provided I 
go back with assurances that there is a power vested 
in Americans in Europe to treat and conclude, and 
that they are willing to avail themselves of such 
power when properly applied to, 

I have stated the whole transaction to Mr. Adams, 
read every memorandum I had made, informed him 
of every circumstance I knew ; and when I put the 
questions (as they are before stated from Lord B. to 
Mr. Penn), he replied, ** that there were certainly 
commissioners in Europe, of which body he was one, 
who had powers to treat and conclude* upon peace ; 
that he believed them willing to enter into such a 
treaty, provided a proper offer was made ; but that 
no questions now or to be made in future could be 
answered by. him without previously consulting, his 
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colleagues, and afterwards acquainting the ministers 
of the belligerent powers thereof." Mr. Adaras re- 
<;ommended that any future questions might be made 
directly to you ; for that the present, as well as any 
subsequent propositions, would be immediately com- 
municated to you and Mons. de Vergennes, - 

His answers to my questions were nearly what I 
foretold and expected, and is substantially what Lord 
Beauchamp seemed so anxious to procure. When I 
relate this answer to his lordship, my business will 
.be finished in that quarter. I will here explain to 
you my only motive for being a messenger from him 
whom I had never known or been in company with 
before. It will enable me to say, I have done one 
favor for you ; and I claim of you another, viz. to 
obtain a restoration of my papers from Lord Hills- 
borough's office, which were in a most illegal and un- 
justifiable manner seized from me near a twelvemontla 
ago, and are yet withheld notwithstanding the per- 
sonal applications for them from Lord Coventry, 
Lord Nugent, and Mr. Jackson, each of whom have 
explained the injury and very extraordinary mis- 
chief the want of my papers for so long a time has 
a;nd is now doing me. 

On my first conversation with Mr. Adams I had 
concluded to go to you, partly by his advice to do 
so ; but as the expense of two journies where one 
may serve is of some import to me, and from sup- 
posing your answer would be substantially the same 
as that from Mr. Adams, I have thought it better to 
^o back immediately to London, and then set out for 
Paris with the probability of being able to bear my 
papers. 

I ,will take the liberty to trouble you with another 
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letter if any thing occurs on my arrival in London. 
I am to leave this with Mr. Adams for forwardance ; 
and for the present I have only to beg a line acknow*- 
ledging the receipt of it. If your letter is put under 
a cover to Mr. Stockdale, Bookseller, Piccadilly, London, 
it vs^ill the more readily get to hand. I am, virith 
great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. DiGGES. 

Ostead, ^th Marefa. 

On my last visit to Mr. Adam$, Friday evening, 
to explain to him the substance of the foregoing let- 
ter, and ask his forwardance of it to you, we had 
some further conversation on the matter, the ultimate 
conclusion of which was, that it was thought better 
I did not send the annej^ed letter to you, or mention 
my business with him until my going in person from 
England. Mr. Adams's reasons were these. That 
if I made the communication then, he should be ner- 
cessitated to state the matter in a long letter to you and 
others of his colleagues ; that the matter as it then 
stood was hot of such importance but he could save 
himself the trouble of the explanation ; and that as 
he recommended any future questions or applications 
to be made directly to you, your situation making it 
more convenient sooner to inforno^ the French court 
thereof, he thought my letter had better be- post- 
poned, and the substance of it given in person as 
soon as I could possibly get from London to Paris. I 
acquiesced, though reluctantly, and having thought 
much on the matter on my journey hither, I have 9^ 
length determined to forward the foregoing letter 
with this postscript, and at the same time to iofprqi 
Mr. Adams of my exact feelings on the matter, viz. 
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that my wishes and intentionid when I left England 
were to see, and make known the matter to you ; that 
through Mr. Hartley or some other channel yoa must 
hear that I had been at Amsterdam, and my seem-' 
ingly turning my back upon you might be thought 
oddly of; and finally, that I could not answer for 
carrying the enclosure fi*om Mr. Hartley back to 
England, not knowing the consequence it might be 
of. I hope and think I have done right in this mat- 
ter. The purpose for my moving in the business 1 
went to Mr. A. upon, has, I own, been with a double 
view of serving myself in a matter of much conse^ 
quence to me ; for after delivering the explanations 
I carry, I can with some degree of right and a very 
great probability of success, claim as a gratuity for 
the trouble and expense I have been at, the restora- 
tion of my papers ; the situation of which I have 
already explained to Lord Beauchamp, in order to 
get him to be a mover for them, and I have very 
little doubt that a few days will restore them to me, 
and give me an opportunity to speedily speak to you 
on a matter which gives me much uneasiness, vexa* 
tion, and paid. Excuse the hurry in which I write, 
for I am very near the period of embarkation. Paul 
Wentworth embarked this day for England : I trod 
on his heels chief of the way from the Hague, which 
he left suddenly. General Faucit is on his road 
hence to Hanover. 

FROM HIS EXCELLENCY J. ADAMS,^ ESQ. 

TO DE. FRANKLIN. 
8lR, The Hague; March 26, 1782. 

One day last week, I received at Amsterdam a 
^ard from Digges, inclosing two letters to me, from 
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Mr. David Hartley. The card desired to see me, 
upon business of importance ; and the letters from 
Mr. Hartley contained an assurance, that to his 
knowledge, the bearer came from the highest 
authority. I answered the card, that in the pre- 
sent situation of aflfairs here and elsewhere,' it was 
impossible for me to see any one from Engls^nd with- 
out witness ; but if he were willing to see me in 
presence of Mr. Thaxter, my secretary, and that I 
should communicate whatever he should say to me 
to Dr. Franklin and the Comte de Vergennes, I 
would wait for him at home at ten o'clock ; but that 
I had rather he should go to Paris without seeing 
me, and communicate what he had to say to Dr. 
Franklin, whose situation enabled him to consult the 
court without loss of time. At ten however he 
came, and told me a long story about consultations 
with Mr. Penn, Mr. Hartley, Lord Beauchamp, and 
at last Lord North, by whom he was finally sent, to 
inquire of me if I or any other had authority to 
treat with Great Britain of a truce. I answered, that 
" I came to Europe with full powers to make peace; 
that those powers had been announced to the public 
upon my arrival, and continued in force until last 
summer, when Congress sent a new commission, 
containing the same powers, to four persons, whom 
I named : that if the King of England were my 
father, and I the heir apparent to his throne, I could 
not advise him ever to think of a truce, because it 
would be but a real war, under a simulated appear- 
ance of tranquillity, and would end in another open 
and bloody war, without doing any real good to any 
of the parties." - ' 

He said that '^ the ministry would send some per> 
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son of consequence over, perhaps General Conway ; 
but they were apprehensive that he would be ill- 
treated or exposed." I said, '* that if they resolved 
upon such a measure, I had rather they would send 
immediately to Dr. Franklin because of his situation 
near the French court. But there was no doubt, 
if they sent any respectable personage properly 
authorised, who should come to treat honorably, he 
would be treated with great respect. But that if he 
came to me, I could give him no opinion upon any 
thing without consulting my colleagues, and should 
reserve a right of communicating every thing to 
them, and to our allies." 

He then said that " his mission was finished. That 
the fact to be ascertained was simply, that there was 
a commission in Europe to treat and conclude : but 
that there was not one person in Great Britain who 
could aflBrm or prove that there was suqh a com- 
mission, although it had been announced in the 
gazettes." 

I desired him, and he promised me, not to mention 
Mr. Laurens to the ministry without his consent, 
(and without informing him that it was impossible 
he should say any thing in the business, because he 
knew, nothing of our instructions,) because, although 
« it was possible that his being in such a commissioa 
might induce them to release him, yet it was also 
possible it might render them more dij£cult concern-^ 
ing his exchange. ; 

The picture he gives of the situation of things in, 
England is gloomy enough for them. The distresses 
of the people, and the distractions in administration^ 
and parliament, are such as may produce any eflFect 
almost that can be imagined. 

The only use of all this I think is to strike decisive 
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strokes at New York and Charlestown. There is na 
position so advantageous for negotiation, as when we 
have all an enemy's army pritoners. I must beg the 
favor of you, sir, to send me, by one of the Comte 
de Vergennes's couriers to the Due de la Vauguion, 
a copy in letters of your peace instructions. I have 
not been able to decipher one quarter part of mine. 
Some mistake has certainly been made. 

Ten or twelve cities of Holland have declared 
themselves in favor of American independence, and 
it is expected that to-day or to-morrow this province 
will take the decisive resolution of admitting me to 
my audience. Perhaps some of the other provinces 
may delay it for three or four weeks. But the Prince 
has declared, that he has no hopes of resisting the 
torrent, and therefore that he shall not attempt it. 
The Due de la Vauguion has acted a very friendly 
and honorable part in this business, without, how- 
ever, doing any ministerial act in it. With great 
respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

J. Adams. 

TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 
Sir, t'assy, March dO, 1782. 

The newspapers .which I send you by this con- 
veyan<ie will acquaint ydu with what has since my 
last passed in parliament. You will there see a copy 
of the Bill brought in by the attorney-general, for 
empowering the King to make peace with the Colo- 
nies. They still seem to flatter themselves with the 
idea of dividing us ; and rather than name the Con- 
gress, they empower him generally to treat with any 
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body or bodi6s of men, or any person or persons, Sfc. 
They are here likewise endeavoring to get us to 
tre£it separately from France, at the same time they 
are tempting France to treat separately from us, 
equally without the least chance of success. I have 
been drawn into a correspondence on this subject, 
which you shall have with my next. I send you 
a letter of Mr. Adains's just received, which shows 
also that they are weary of the war, and would get 
out of it if they knew how. They had not then re- 
ceived certain news of the loss of St. Christopher's, 
which will probably render them still more disposed 
to peace. I see that a bill is also passing through the 
House of Commons for the exchange of American 
prisoners, the purport of which I do not yet know* 

In my last I promised to be more particular Mrith 
respect to the points you mentioned as proper to be 
insisted on in the treaty of peace. My ideas on those 
points, I assure you, are full as strong as youris. I 
did intend to have given you my reasons for some ad- 
dition, and if the treaty Were f o be held on your side 
the water, I would do it : otherwise it seems on 
second thou^ts to be unnecessary, and if my letter 
should be intercepted may be inconvenient. Be as- 
sured I shall not willingly give up any important 
right or interest of our country ; and unless this cam- 
paign should afford our enemies some considerable 
advantage, I hope nvDre may be obtained than is 
yet expected. 

Our affairs generally go on well in Europe. Hol- 
land has been slow, Spain slower, but time will 
I hope smooth away all difficulties. Let us keep up 
not only our courage but our vigilance, and not be 
laid asleep by the pretendecl half peace the English 
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make with us without asking our consent. We can- 
not be safe while they keep their armies in our 
country. With great esteem, I have the honor to be, 
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

TO J. ADAMS, ESQ. 

Sir, Passy, March 31, 1782. 

I received yours of the 10th instant, and am of 
opinion with you, that the English will evacuate 
New York and Charlestown, as the troops there after 
the late resolutions of parliament must be useless, 
and are necessary to defend their remaining islands, 
where they have not at present more than 3000 men. 
The prudence of this operation is so obvious, that I 
think they can hardly miss it ; otherwise I own, that 
considering their conduct for several years past, it is 
not reasoning consequentially to conclude they will 
do a thing, because the doing it is required by com- 
mon sense. 

Yours of the 26th is just come to hand. I thank 
you for the communication of Digges's message** 
He has also sent me a long letter, with two from Mr. 

* The following was Mr. Digges*^ Account of what passed 
between him and Mr. Adams, as communicated by him to Lord 
Shelburne, March 30, 1782, and communicated to Dr. Franklin 
by Mr. Oswald. 

Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklita, Mr. Jay, Mr. Laurens, and Mr. 
Jefferson, are the Commissioners in Europe to treat for peace. 

Their powers are to treat and conclude with the Ambassadors, 
Plenipotentiaries, or Commissioners of the States with whom it 
may concern. Each of them are vested with equal powers relative 
to the establishment of peace ; and a majority of them, or any 
one (the others not being able to attend) can treat and conclude. 

Mr. Adams cannot speak to any proposition of a direct tendency 
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Hartley. I shall see M. de Vergennes to-morrow, 
and will acquaint you with every thing material that 
passes on the subject. But the ministry by whom 
Digger pretends to be sent being changed, we shall 
by waiting a little see what tone will be taken by 
their successors. You shall have a copy of the in- 
structions by the next courier. I congratulate you 
cordially on the progress you have made among those 
slow people. Slow however as they are, Mr. Jay 

to truce or peace from England, without consulting his colleagues, 
and from them it must be expected to go to the French minister ; 
the other Belligerent Powers having as yet no right to expect in- 
formation about any proposition for peace. 

There may, however, questions be asked Mr.* Adams and his 
colleagues, that they may not think essentially necessary to com- 
municate to the French Court ; and any proper messenger sent to 
ask such questions will be answered with confidential secresy. 

Mr. Digges read over Mr. Adams's commission; it is dated 
the 15th of June, 1781, and his powers (which are exactly the 
same as the other four) are as full as possible, and go to conclude 
-as well as treat for peace. 

' Mr. Adams's first commission appointed him to the Court of 
Great Britain, and this was in force until about the beginning of 
September, 1781, when the above commission, jointly with the 
other four, was received in Europe; and it was so altered by 
Congress for no other reason than some ill-treatment of the Ame- 
ricans by the British army in South Carolina, and from the un- 
favorable treatment shown Mr. Laurens in the Tower. 

Mr. Digges has Mr. Adams's assurance that any questions put 
to him as to further consulting upon the mode of opening a parley 
or ' entering into a treaty, shall be confidentially and secretly 
answered ; and although his (Mr. Adams's) name stands first in 
the commission, any direct propositions made to Doctor Franklin 
win be equally attended to. 

; Mr. Digges leaves these memorandums with Lord Shelburne 
for the purpose of his lordship communicating them to any 
others of the present administration whom Mr. D. has not the 
honor to know. 
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finds his* much slower. By an American^ who goes 
in about ten days to Holland, I shall send you a 
packet of correspondence with Mr. Hartley, though 
it amounts to little. With great esteem, I have the 
honor to be your Excellency's most obedient and 
most humble servant, B. Franklin^ 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M. P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March 31, 1782. 

I congratulate you on the returning good dispo- 
sition of your nation towards America, which appears 
in the resolutions of parliament, that you have sent 
me ; and I hope the change of your ministry will be 
attended with salutary effects. I continue in the 
same sentiments expressed in my former letters; 
but as I am but one of five in the commission, and 
have n6 knowledge of the sentiments of the others, 
what has passed between us is to be considered 
merely as private conversation. The five persons 
are Messrs. Adams, Jay, Laurens, Jefferson, and my- 
self; and in case of the death or absence of any, the 
remainder have power to act and conclude. I have 
not written to Mr. Laurens, having constantly ex- 
pected him here, but shall write to him next post ; 
when I shall also write more fully to you, having 
now only time td add, that I am ever, with great 
esteem and affection, dear sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, B. Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M. P. 

My dear Friend, Passj, April 5, 178il. 

I wrote a few lines to you the 31st past, and 
promised to write more fully. The uncertainty of 

• The Spaniards. 
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free trinBmisstcm discourages a free oommunication of 
sentiments on these important affah^ ; but the in* 
utility of discussion between persons, one of whom 
is not authorised but in ccmj unction with other6> and 
the other not authorised at all, as well as the ob- 
vious inconveniencf s that may attend suqh previous 
handling of points, that ajre to be considered when 
we come to treat regularly, are with me a still more 
effectual discouragement, and determine mo to waive 
that part of the correspondence. As to Digges, I 
have 1^0 confidence in him, nor in any thing he says 
or majr say of his being sent by ministers. Nor will 
I have any communication with him, except in re- 
ceiving and considering the justification of himself 
which he pretends he shall be able and intends to 
make, for his excessive drafts on me on account of 
the relief I ordered to the prisoners, and his em- 
bezzlement of the money. You justly observe in 
yours of the 12th, that the first object is to procure 
a ** meeting of qualified and authorised persons," and 
that you *' understand ministry will be ready to pro- 
ceed towards opening a negotiation as soon as the 
bill shall pass, and therefore it is necessary to con- 
sult of time and place, and manner, and persons on 
each side." This you wrote while the old ministry 
existed. If the new have the same intentions, and 
desire a general peace, they may easily discharge Mr, 
Laurens from those engagements whiph make his 
acting in the commission improper ; and except Mr. 
Jefferson, who remains in America and is not ex- 
pected here, we tlie Commissioners of Congress can 
be easily got together ready to meet yours at such 
place as shall be agreed to by all the powers at war, 
in order to form the treaty. God grant that there 
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may be wisdom enough assembled to make, if pos- 
sible, a peace that shall be perpetual, and that the 
idea of any nations being natural enemies to each 
other may be abolished for the honor of human nature. 

With regard to those who may be commissioned 
from your government, whatever personal preferences 
I may conceive in my own mind, it cannot become 
me to express them. 1 only wish for wise and 
honest men. With such, a peace may be speedily 
concluded. With contentious wranglers the ne- 
gotiation may be drawn into length, and finally 
frustrated. 

I am pleased to see in the votes and parliamentary 
speeches, and in your public papers, that in men- 
tioning America the word reconciliation is often used. 
It certainly means more than a mere peace. It is a 
sweet expression. Revolve in your mind, my dear 
friend, the means of bringing about this reconciliation. 
When you consider the injustice of war with us, and 
the barbarous manner in which it has been carried 
on, the many suffering families among us from your 
burning of towns, scalping by savages, &c. &c. will 
it not appear to you, that though a cessation of the 
war may be a peace, it may not be a reconciliation ? 
Will not some voluntary acts of justice and even of 
kindness on your part have excellent effects towards 
producing such a reconciliation I Can you not find 
means of repairing in some degree those injuries? 
You have in England and Ireland twelve hundred of 
our people prisoners, who have for years bravely 
suffered all the hardships of that confinement rather 
than enter into your service to fight against their 
country. Methinks you ought to glory in descen- 
dants of such virtue. What if you were to begin your 
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measures of reconciliation by setting them at liberty ? 
I know it would procure for you the liberty of an 
equal number of your people, even without a pre- 
vious stipulation ; and the confidence in our equity^ 
with the apparent good-will in the action, would 
give very good impressions of your change of dis-^ 
position towards us. Perhaps you have no know- 
ledge of the opinions lately conceived of your king 
and country in America: the enclosed copy of a 
letter will make you a little acquainted with them, 
and convince you how impossible must be every pro- 
ject of bringing us again under the dominion of such 
a sovereign. With great esteem, I am, dear sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

TO THE HON. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Sir, Passy, April 8, 1782. 

Since my last an extraordinary revolution has 
taken place in the court of England. All the old 
ministers are out, and the chiefs of the opposition are 
in their, places. The newspapers that I send will 
give you the names as correctly as we yet know 
them. Our last advices mention their kissing hands ; 
but they had yet done nothing in their respective 
offices, by which one might judge of their projected 
measures ; as whether they will ask a peace of which 
they have great need, the nation having of late suf- 
fered many losses, men grown extremely scarce, and 
Lord North's new taxes, proposed as funds for the 
loan, meeting with great opposition; or whether they 
will strive to find new resources, and obtain allies to 
enable them to please the king and nation by some 
vigorous exertions against France, Spain, and Hoi- 



96 PEIVAT£ CORRESPONDENCE 

land. With regard to America, having while in op- 
position carried the vote for making no longer an 
offensive war with ys» they seem to have tied their 
own hands from acting against us. Their prede- 
cessors had been tampering with thiS/ court for a 
separate peace. The king's answer gave me, and 
will give you, great pleasure. It will be sent to M. 
de la Luzerne, and by him be communicated to con- 
gress. None of their attempts to divide us met with 
the least encouragement ; and I imagine the present 
set vnll try other measures. 

With great esteem, I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

TO THE HON. ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, April 12, 1782. 

Being at court on Tuesday, I learnt from the 
Dutch minister that the new English ministry have 
offered, through the minister qf Russia, a cessation of 
jarms to Holland, and a renewal of the trqaty of 1674, 
M, de Berkenroode seemed to be of qpipion that the 
off^r was intended to gain time, to obstruct the con- 
cert of operations with France for the ensuing cam- 
paign, and to prevent the conclusion of a treaty with 
America ; it is apprehended that it may have some 
effect in strengthening the hands of the English party 
in that country, and retard affairs a little, but it is 
hoped that the proposal will not be finally agreed to. 
It would indeed render the Dutch ridiculous. A. 
having a cane in his hand meets his neighbor B. 
who happens to have none, takes the advantage, ajid 
gives him a sound drubbing : B. having found a ^tick, 
and coming to retur^ the bIo\Ys he received. A- says, 
' My old friead, why should we quarrel ? We ar9 
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neighbors, let us be good ones^ and live peaceably 
by each other as we used to do/ If B. is so easily 
satisfied, and lays aside his stick, the rest of the 
neighbors as well as A. will lau^ at him. This is 
the light in which I stated it. Enclosed I send you 
a copy of the proposition. - 

I see by the newspapers that the Spaniards having 
taken a little post called St. Joseph, pretend to have 
made a conquest of the Illinois country. In what 
light does this proceeding appear to congress? While 
they decline our oflFered friendship, are they to be 
suffered to encroach on our bounds, and shut us up 
within the Apalachian mountains ? I begin to fear 
they have some such project. 

With great esteem, I have the honor to. be, Sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FHANKLIN. 

TO THE HON. HENRV LAURENS, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, April 12, 1782. 

Your enlargement gave me great pleasure ; and 
I hope that the terms exacted by the late ministry 
will now be relaxed ; especially when they are in- 
formed that you are one of the commissioners ap- 
pointed to treat of pejace. Herewith I send you gi 
copy of the commission,* the purport of which you 
can communicate to the ministers, if you find it 
proper. If they are disposed to make peace with us 
and our allies at the same time^ I will on notice from 
you send to Mr. Jay, to prepare for meeting at such 
time and place as shall be agreed on. As to our 
treating separately and quitting our present alliance, 

* Addressed to Messrs. Adams, Franklin, Jay, Laurens, and 
Jefferson, as commissioRers for negotiating the pjeace. 

VOL. II. G 
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which the late ministry seemed to desire, it is im- 
possible. Our treaties, and our instructions, as well 
as the honor and interest of our country, forbid it. I 
will communicate those instructions to you as soon 
as I have the pleasure of seeing you. If you have 
occasion for money, please to acquaint me with the 
sum you desire, and I will endeavor to supply you. 
With very great esteem and respect, I have the honor 
to be. Sir, &c. B. Franklin. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COURT OF FRANCE TO 
DR. FRANKLIN, ON THE OVERTURES FOR A SEPA- 
RATE TREATY. 

A Versailles, le 12 Avril, 1782. 

J'ai mis sous les yeux de M. le Comte de Ver- 
gennes. Monsieur, les diff(6rentes lettres que M. 
Hartley vous a Sorites, ainsi que votre projet de re- 
ponse ; ce ministre a donn6 une enti^re approbation 
k la mani^re dont vous vous exprimez. Je joins ici 
un post-scriptum concernant M, Forth. M. le Comte 
de Vergennes, qui en a pris lecture, trouve que vous 
pouvez sans inconvenient le transmettre k votre cor- 
respondant. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre avec un tr^s sincere attache- 
ment, Monsieur, votre trhs humble et trhs ob6issant 
serviteur, (sign6) De Rayneval. 

P. S. Depuis ma lettre 6crite, Monsieur, j'ai pes6 
de nouv^au les difF6rentes ouvertures qu'elle ren- 
ferme. Selon vans I'ancien minist^re Anglois d6siroit 
sinc^rement une reconciliation avec nous, et il nous 
proposoit dans cette vue une paix s^par^e. Tandis 
que vous me transmettiez ce voeu du Lord North, cet 
ex-ministre avoit ici un 6missaire charg6 ^e sonder 
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le minist^re Fraoj^ois sur ses dispositions pacifiques, 
et de ]ui faire des propositions fort avantageuses. Vous 
pouyez juger par-Ik, Monsieur, de I'opinion que je 
dois avoir des intentions du Lord North et de ses 
collogues. Pour vous convaincre de la v6rit6 de la 
notion que je vous transmets^ je vous confierai que 
r^missaire ^toit un M. Forth, et qu'on la charg^ ici 
de r^pondre aux ministres Anglois, que le Roi de 
France d^siroit la paix autant que le Roi d'Angle- 
terre ; qu'il s'y pr^teroit d^s qu'il le pourroit avec 
dignit6 et surety ; mais qu'il importoit avant tout k 
S. M. T. C. de savoir si la cour de Londres 6toit 
dispos6e k traiter ^galement avec les Allies de la 
France. M. Forth est parti avec cette r^ponse pour 
Londres ; mais il y a apparence qu'il ne sera arriv^ 
qu'aprfes la retraite des ministres qui I'avoient envoy6. 
Vous pourrez, Monsieur, sans aucun inconvenient 
faire usage de ces details, si vous le jugez k propos : 
ils feront connoltre au ministfere actuel les principes 
de la cour de France, et ils le convaincront, j'espfere, 
que le projet de nous d6sunir seroit aussi illusoire 
qu'il nous seroit injurieux. Quant au probl^me 
remis k M. Forth, je ne saurois pr6voir (si les 
nouveaux ministres en sont instruits) de quelle 
mani^re ils croiront devoir le r^soudre ; s'ils aiment 
la paix, comrae ils I'ont persuade k la nation An- 
gloise et a toute I'Europe, ils ne doivent pas 6tre 
embarrasses : la France leur a ouvert une voie qu'ils 
peuvent, selon moi, suivre sans blesser la dignity de 
leur maitre; s'ils ne la suivent pas, ils se flattent 
sans doute que le sort des armes procurera k I'Angle- 
terre des succfes qu'il leur a refus6 jusqu'k pr^ent; 
ce sera k la Providence k couronner ou k frustrer leurs 
esp^rances. 
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TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ* M.P. 

Dear 8ir, Passy, April 13, 1782, 

Since mine of the 6th I have thought farther of 
the subject of our late letters. You were of opinion, 
that the late minister desired sincerely a reconcilia- 
tion with America, and with that view a separate 
peace with us was proposed. It happened that at 
the same time Lord North had an emissary here to 
sound the French ministers with regard to peace, 
and to make them very advantageous propositions in 
case they would abandon America. You may hence 
judge, my dear friend, what opinion I must have 
formed of the intentions of your ministers. To con- 
vince you of the truth of this, I may acquaint you 
that the emissary was a Mr. Forth ; and that the 
answer given him to carry back to the English 
ministers was, que le roi de France disiroit la paix 
autant que ie roi d' Angkterre ; quil sy prSteroit des 
qu'il le pourroit avec digniU et mretS ; mais quHl im- 
portoit avant tout h S. M. T. C. de savoir si la cour de 
Londres itoit disposSe d traiter SgalemerU avec les alUSs 
de la France. Mr. Forth went off with this answer 
for London, but probably did not arrive till after the 
dismission of the ministers that sent him. You may 
make any use of this information as you judge 
proper. The new ministry may see by it the prin- 
ciples that govern this court ; and it will convince 
them, I hope, that the project of dividing us is as 
vain as it would be to us injurious. I cannot judge 
what they will think or do in consequence of the 
answer sent by Mr. Forth (if they have seen it). If 
they love peace, as they have persuaded the English 
nation and all Europe to believe, they can be under 
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no difficulty. France has opened a path which in 
my opinion they may use, without hurting the dig- 
nity of their master, or the honor of the nation. If 
they do not choose it, they doubtless flatter them- 
selves that war may still produce successes in favor 
of England that have hitherto been withheld. The 
crowning or frustrating such hopes belongs to Divine 
Providence ; may God send us all more wisdom ! I 
am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN ADAMS, ESQ. 

Sir, Paasj, April 13, 1782. 

Enclosed with this I send to your Excellency 
the packet of correspondence between Mr. Hartley 
and me, which I promised in my last. You will see 
that we held nearly the same language, which gives 
me pleasure. 

While Mr. Hartley was making propositions to 
me, with the approbation or privity of Lord North 
to treat separately from France, that minister had 
an emissary here, a Mr. Forth, formerly a secretary 
of Lord Stormont's, making proposals to induce this 
court to treat without us. I understand that several 
sacrifices were offered to be made, and among the 
rest Canada to be given up to France. The sub- 
stance of the answer appears in my last letter to 
Mr. Hartley. But there is a sentence omitted in 
that letter which I much liked, viz. " that whenever 
the two crowns should come to treat, his Most 
Christian Majesty would show how much the en- 
gagements he might enter into were to be reli^ on, 
by his exact observance of those he already had 
with his present allies." 
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If you have received any thing in consequence of 
your answer by Digges, you will oblige me by com- 
municating it. The ministers here were much 
pleased with the account given them of your inter- 
view by the ambassador. 

With great respect, I am, Sir, your Excellency's, 
&c. B. Franklin. 

FROM DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M. P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dear Friend, Lon/lon, May 1, 1782. 

As I shall probably have a safe opportunity of 
conveyance to you when Mr. Laurens leaves this 
country, I am now sitting down to write to you an 
omnium kind of letter of various matters as they occur. 
The late ministry being departed, I may now speak 
of things more freely. I will take a sentence in one 
of your letters for my text. Vide yours of April 13, 
1782, in which you say, you was of opinion that the 
late ministry desired sincerely a reconciliation with 
America^ and with that view a separate peace with us 
wais proposed. I must qualify this sentence much, 
before I can adopt it as my opinion. As to recon- 
ciliation, I never gave much credit to them for that 
wish. It is a sweet expression. It certainly means 
MORE than peace. The utmost I ever gave the late 
ministry credit for, was a wish for peace. And I 
still believe that the wisest among them grew from 
day to day more disposed to peace or an abatement 
of the war, in proportion as they became more 
alarmed for their own situations and their responsi- 
bility. Had the war been more successful, I should 
not have expected much relenting towards peace or 
reconciliation. That this has always been the mea- 
sure of my opinion of them, I refer you to some 
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words in a letter from me to you, dated January 5, 
1780, for proof — "but for the point of sincerity; 
why as to that I have not much to say; I have at 
least expected some hold upon their prudence. My 
argument runs thus : It is a bargain for you (minis- 
ters) to be sincere notv. Common prudence may 
hint to you to look to yourselves. It has amazed 
me beyond measure, that this principle of common 
selfish prudence has not had the effect which I ex- 
pected." I have not been disposed to be deceived 
by any conciliatory professions which I considered 
only as arising from prudence, and I hope that I 
have not led you into any deception, having so fully 
explained myself to you on that head. Had the 
American war been more prosperous on the part of 
the late ministry, I do not believe the late resigna- 
tion would have taken place. But it is evident from 
the proposition to the court of France which you 
have communicated to me, (and which I have com- 
municated to the present ministry with your letter,) 
that even to the last hour, some part of the late 
ministry were still set upon the American war to the 
last extremity ; and probably another more prudent 
part of the ministry would proceed no farther ; which, 
if it be so, may reasonably be imputed as the cause 
of the dissolution of the late ministry. These have 
been the arguments which I have always driven and^ 
insisted upon with the greatest expectation of suc- 
cess, viz, prudential arguments from the total imprac- 
ticability of the war; responsibility, &c. I have 
been astonished beyond measure, that these argu- 
ments have not sooner had their eflFect. If I could 
give you an idea of many conferences which I have 
had upon the subject, I should tell you, that many 
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times Felia^ has trembled. Wh«n reduced by the 
terror of responsibility either to renounce the Ame- 
rican war, or to relinquish their places, they have 
chosen the latter ; which is a most wretched and 
contemptible retribution either to their country or to 
mankind, for the desolation in which they have in- 
volved every nation that they have ever been con- 
nected with. Peace they would not leave behind 
them. Their legacy to their country, and to man- 
kind has been — kt dai^kness be the burier of the dead! 
As to the proposal of a separate peace arising from 
a desire of reconciliation, it certainly was so on the 
part of the people of England, but on the part of the 
lat^ ministry, it probably arose from the hopes of 
suggesting to France ideas of some infidelity on the 
part of America towards them. If you should ask 
me, why I have seemed to conspire with this, my 
answer is very plain. In the first place, if I could 
have prevailed with the late ministry to have actually 
made an irrevocable ofier, on their own parts, of a 
separate peace to America, that very offer would in 
the saine instant have become on their part also a 
consent to a general peace ; because th^y never had 
any wish to a separate contest with France, and 
America being out of the question, th^y would have 
thought of nothing after that but a general peace* I 
never could bring them even to this. They wished 
that America should make the offer of a separate 
treaty (for obvious views). My proposal was, that 
they should offer irrevocable terms of peace to Ame- 
rica. If they had meant what they pretended, and 
what the people of England did really desire, they 
would have adopted that proposition. Then the 
question would have come forward upon the fair 
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and honorable construction of a treaty between 
France and America^ the essential and direct end of 
which was fully accomplished. When I speak of 
Great Britain offering irrevocable terms of peace to 
America, I mean such terms as would have effec- 
tually satisfied the provision of the treaty, viz. tacit 
independence. I send you a paper in titled a Bre- 
viate,* which I laid before the late ministry, and 
their not having acted upon it, was a proof to me 
that the disposition of their heart to America was 
not altered, but that all their relenting arose from 
the impracticability of that war, and their want of 
success in it. .But desponding as they were at last, 
it was not inconsistent with my expectations of their 
conduct, that they should make great offers to 
France to abandon America. It was the only wea- 
pon left in their hands. *In course of negotiating 
with the late ministry I perceived their courage 
drooping from time to time> for the last three or four 
years, and it was upon that ground I gave them 
credit for an increasing disposition towards peace. 
Some dropped off; others sunk under the load of 
folly ; and at last they all failed. My argument ad 
homines to the late ministry might be stated thus : 
If ymi dont kill them^ they will kill you. But the 
war is impracticable on your part; erg6, the best 
thing you can do for your own sake is to make peace. 
This was reasoning to men, and through men to 
things* But there is no measure of rage in pride 
and disappointment, 

Spicula caeca relinquunt 
Infixa venis, antmasque in vulnere ponunt. 



* Vide the same following this letter. 
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So much for the argument of the Breviate as far as 
it respected the late ministry. It was a test which 
proved that they were not sincere to their profes- 
sions. If they had been in earnest to have given the 
war a turn towards the house of Bourbon, and to 
have dropped the American war, a plain road lay 
before them. The sentiment of the people of Eng- 
land was conformable to the argument of that bre- 
viate ; or rather I should say, what is the real truth, 
that the argument of the breviate was dictated by 
the notoriety of that sentiment in the people of Eng- 
land. My object and wish always has been to strike 
at the root of the evil, the American war. If 
the British nation have jealousies and resentments 
against the house of Bourbon, yet still the first step 
in every case would be to rescind the American war, 
and not to keep it lurking in the rear, to become 
hereafter, in case of certain events, a reversionary 
war with America for unconditional terms. This 
reversionary war was never the object of the people 
of England : therefore the argument of the breviate 
was calculated bona Jide to accomplish their views, 
and to discriminate the fallacious pretences of the 
late administration from the real wishes of the coun- 
try, as expressed in the circular resolution of many 
counties in the year 1780, first moved at York on 
March 28, 1780. Every other principle and every 
mode of conduct only imply, as you very justly ex* 
press it, a secret hope that war may still produce 
success, and then — . The designs which have been 
lurking under this pretext could not mean any thing 
else than this. Who knows but that we may still 
talk to America at last ? The only test of clear in- 
tentions would have been this^ to have cut up the 
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American war, and all possible return to it for any 
cause, or under any pretext. I am confident that 
the sentiment of the people of England is and always 
has been to procure peace and reconciliation with 
America, and to vindicate the national honor in the 
contest with the house of Bourbon. If this inten- 
tion had been pursued in a simple and direct man- 
ner, I am confident that the honor and safety of the 
British nation would long ago have been established 
in a general peace with all the belligerent powers. 
These are the sentiments to which 1 have always 
acted in those negotiations which I have had upon 
the subject of peace with the late ministry ; recon- 
ciliation with America and peace with all the world 
upon terms consistent with the honor and safety of 
my own country. 

Peace must be sought in such ways as promise 
the greatest degree of practicability. The senti- 
ments of individuals as philanthropists may be over- 
borne by the power of ancient prejudices which too 
frequently prevail in the aggregates of nations. la 
such case the philanthropist who wishes the good of 
his own country, and of mankind, must be the bul- 
rush bending to the storm, and not the sturdy oak 
unavailingly resisting. National prejudices are, I 
hope, generally upon the decline. Reason and hu-^ 
manity gain ground every day against their natural 
enemies, folly and injustice. The ideas of nations 
being natural enemies to each other are generally 
reprobated. But still jealousies and ancient rival- 
ships remain, which obstruct the road to peace 
among men. If one belligerent nation will enter- 
tain a standing force of three or four hundred thou- 
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saud fighting men, other nations must have defended 
frontiers and barrier towns; and the barrier of a 
neighboring island whose constitution does not allow 
a standing military force, must consist in a supe- 
riority at sea. It is necessary for her own defence. 
If all nations by mutual consent will reduce their 
offensive powers, which they only claim under the 
pretext of necessary defence, and bring forward the 
reign of the Millennium ; then away with your 
frontiers and barriers, and your Gibraltars, and 
the key of the Baltic, and all the hostile array of 
nations. 

Aspera compositis mitescant saecula bellts. 

These must be the sentiments of every philanthropist 
in his interior thoughts. But if we are not to seek 
peace by some practicable method accommodated to 
the remaining prejudices of the multitude, we shall 
not in our time, I fear, see that happy day. If 
Great Britain and France are ancient rivals ; then, 
until the reign of the Millennium shall approach, ar- 
range that rivalship upon equitable terms: as the 
two leading nations of Europe, set them in balance 
to each other; the one by land, the other by sea. 
Give to France her elevated rank among the nations 
of Europe. Give to Great Britain the honor of her 
flag, and the security of her island by her wooden 
walls, and there would be no obstruction to general 
and perpetual peace. The prejudices of disrespect 
between nations prevail only among the inferior 
ranks. Believe me, for one at least, I have the 
highest sentiments of respect for the nation of France. 
I have no other sentiments of hostility but what ar6 
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honorable towards them, and which, as a member of 
a rival state at war with them, consists in the duty 
of vigilance which I owe towards the honor and in- 
terests of my own country. I am not conscious of a 
word or thought which on the point of honor I would 
wish to have concealed from a French minister. In 
the mode which I have proposed of unravelling the 
present subjects of jealousy and contest, I would 
make my proposals openly to France herself. Let 
America be free, and enjoy happiness and peace for 
ever. If France and Great Britain have jealousies 
or rivalships between themselves as European na- 
tions, I then say to France, Let us settle these points 
between ourselves, if unfortunately we shall not be 
able by honorable negotiation to compromise the 
indispensable points of national honor and safety. 
This would be my language to France, open and un-. 
disguised. In the mean while I desire you to ob- 
serve that it would not be with reluctance that I 
should offer eternal freedom, happiness, and peace to 
America. You know my thoughts too well to sus- 
pect that. I speak only as in a state of war desirous 
to arrange the complicated interests and to secure 
the respective honor of nations. My wishes are 
and always have been for the peace, liberty, and 
safety of mankind. In the pursuit of those blessed 
objects not only this country and America, but 
France herself and the Jiouse of Bourbon, may justly 
claim the conspiring exertions of every free and 
liberal mind, even among their temporary enemies 
and rivals. lam, &c. D.Hartley. 
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[Enclosed in the Letter of David Hartley, Esq. 

of May 1, 1782.] 
Breviate, Feb. 7, 1782. 
It is stated that America is disposed to enter 
into a negotiation of peace with Great Britain with- 
out requiring any formal recognition of Indepen- 
dence ; always understood that they are to act in 
conjunction with their allies, conformable to treaties. 

It is therefore recommended to give for reply that 
the ministers of Great Britain are likewise disposed 
to enter into a negotiation for peace, and that they 
are ready to open a general treaty for that purpose. 

If the British ministers should see any objection 
to a general treaty, but should still be disposed to 
enter into a separate treaty with America, it is then 
recommended to them to oflFer such terms to America 
as shall induce her to apply to her allies / for 
their consent that she should be permitted to en- 
ter into a separate treaty with Great Britain. The 
condition of which being the consent of allies, no 
\ . proposition of any breach of faith can be understood 

to be required by them by the requisition of a sepa- 
rate treaty. 

The British ministers are free to make any propositions 
to America which they may think proper, provided 
they be not dishonorable in themselves, which in the 
present case is barred by the supposition of consent 
being obtained. In this case, therefore, if they should 
be inclined to offer a separate treaty, it is recommended 
to them to offer such terms to America, as should in- 
duce her to be desirous of closing with the proposal of 
a separate treaty on the grounds of national security 
and interests, and likewise such as may constitute 
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to them a case of reason and justice upon which they 
may make requisition to their allies for their consent. 
It is suggested that the offer to America of a truce of 
sufficient length, together with the removal of the 
British troops, would be equivalent to that case 
which is provided for in the treaty of February 6, 
1778, between America and France, viz. tacit inde- 
pendence; and the declared ends of that alliance 
being accomplished, it would not be reasonable that 
America should be dragged on by their allies in a 
war, the continuance of which between France and 
Great Britain could only be caused by separate 
European jealousies and resentments (if unfortunately 
for the public peace any such should arise) between 
themselves, independent and unconnected with the 
American cause. It is to be presumed that France 
would not in point of honor to their allies refuse their 
consent so requested, as any rivalship or punctilios 
between her and Great Britain, as European nations 
(principles which too frequently disturb the peace of 
mankind) could not be considered as casus foederis 
of the American alliance; and their pride as a bel- 
ligerent power would not permit them to claim the 
assistance of America as necessary to their support, 
thereby proclaiming their nation unequal to the con- 
test in case of the continuance of a war with Great 
Britain after the settlement and pacification with 
America. Their consent therefore is to be presumed. 
But if they should demur on this point, if Great 
Britain should be disposed to concede tacit inde- 
pendence to America by a long truce and the removal 
of the troops, and if the obstruction should evidently 
occur on the part of France, under any equivocal or 
captious construction of a defensive treaty of alliance 



112 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

between America and France, Great Britain would 
from thenceforward stand upon advantage ground, 
either in any negotiation with America, or in the con- 
tinuance of a war including America, but not ari- 
sing from any farther resentments of Great Britain 
towards America, but imposed reluctantly upon both 
parties by the conduct of the Court of France. 

These thoughts are not suggested with any view 
of giving any preference in favor of a separate treaty 
above a general treaty, or above any plans of sepa- 
rate but concomitant treaties, like the treaties of 
Munster and Osnaburgh, but only to draw out the 
line of negotiating a separate treaty in case the 
British ministry should think it necessaiy to ad- 
here to that mode. But in all cases it should seem 
indispensable to express some disposition on the part 
of Great Britain to adopt either one mode or the 
other. An absolute refusal to treat at all must ne- 
cessarily drive America into the closest connexion 
with France and all other foreign hostile powers, 
who would take advantage for making every possible 
stipulation to the future disadvantage of British in- 
terests, and, above all things, would probably stipulate 
that America should never make peace with Great 
Britain without the most formal and explicit recog- 
nition of their independence, absolute and unlimited. 

Private Journal of Proceedings, as kept by 
Dr. Franklin, relative to the Negotiations for 
Peace between Great Britain and the United 
States of America, in the period between the 
21st of March and the 1st of July, 1782. 

Passy, May 9, 1782. 

As, since the change of ministry in Engiand, 
some serious professions have been made of their dis- 
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position to peace, and of their readiness to enter into 
a general treaty for that purpose ; and as the con- 
cerns and claims of five nations are to be discussed 
in that treaty, which must therefore be interesting 
to the present age and to posterity, I am inclined to 
keep a journal of the proceedings as far as they come 
to my knowledge, and, to make it more complete, 
will first endeavour to recollect what has already 
passed. 

Great affairs sometimes take their rise from small 
circumstances. My good friend and neighbour Ma- 
dame Brillon being at Nice all last winter for her 
health, with her very amiable family, wrote to me 
that she had met with some English gentry there 
whose acquaintance proved agreeable ; among them 
she named Lord Cholmondeley, who she said had 
promised to call, on his return to England, and 
drink tea with us at Passy, He left Nice sooner 
than she supposed, and came to Paris long befoj 
her. On the 2 1st of March I received the follgK^g 
note : 

** Lord Cholmondeley's compliments to Dr*' Frank- 
lin ; he sets out for London to-morrow evening, and 
should be glad to see him for five minutes b^^fore he 
went. Lord C. will call upon him at any lime in 
the morning he shall please to appoint. 

** Thursday Evening, Hotel de Chartres/' 

I wrote for answer that I should be at home all the 
next morning, and glad to see his Lordship, if he did 
me the honor of calling upon me. He came ac- 
cordingly. I had before no personal knowledge of this 
nobleman. We talked of our friends whom he left 
at Nice, then of affairs in England, and the late 

VOL. II. H 
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resolutions of the Commons on Mr. Conway's mo- 
tion. He told me that he knew Lord Shelburne had 
a great regard for me, and he was sure his Lordship 
would be pleased to hear from me, and that if I 
would write a line he should have a pleasure in 
carrying it- On which I wrote the following. 

TO LORD SHELBURNE. 

Passy, March 22, 178*2. 

Lord Cholmondeley having kindly offered to 
take a letter from me to your Lordsliip, I embrace 
the opportunity, of assuring the continuance of my 
ancient respect for your talents and virtues, and of 
congratulating you on the returning good disposition 
of your country in favor of America, which appears 
in the late resolutions of the Commons. I am per- 
suaded it will have good effects. I hope it will tend 
to produce a general peace, which I am sure your 
Xiordship with all good men desires, which I wish to 
see before I die, and to which I shall with infinite 
pleasure contribute every thing in my power. Your 
friends the Abb6 Morellet and Madame Helvetius 
are well. With great and sincere esteem, I have the 
honor to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient 
and most humble servant, B. Franklin. 

Soon after this we heard from England that a total 
change had taken place in the ministry, and that 
Lord Shelburne was come in as Secretary of State. 
But I thought no more of my letter till an old friend 
and near neighbour of mine, many years in London,* 
appeared at Passy, and introduced a Mr. Oswald, 

• Caleb Whiteford, Esq. 
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'who he said had a great desire to see me ; and 
Mr. Oswald after some little conversation gave me 
the following letters, from Lord Shelburne and Mr, 
Laurens. 

Dear Sir, London, April 6, 17B2. 

I have been favored with your letter, and am 
much obliged by your remembrance. I find myself 
returned nearly to the same situation, which you re- 
member me to have occupied nineteen years ago, and 
should be very glad to talk to you as I did then, and 
afterwards in 1767, upon the means of promoting the 
happiness of mankind; a subject much more agree- 
able to my nature, than the best-concerted plans for 
spreading misery and devastation. I have had a high 
opinion of the compass of your mind, and of your fore- 
sight. I have often been beholden to both, and shall 
be glad to be so again, so far as is compatible with 
your situation. Your letter discovering the same 
disposition has made me send to you Mr. Oswald. 
I have had a longer acquaintance with him, than 
even I have had the pleasure to have with you.,- I 
believe him an honest man, and, after consulting some 
of our common friends, I have thought him the jSttest 
for the purpose. He is a practical man, and conver- 
sant in those negociations, which are most interesting 
to mankind. This has made me prefer him to any 
of our speculative friends, or to any person of higher 
rank. He is fully apprised of my mind, and you may 
give fuH credit to every thing he assures you of. At 
the same time if any other channel occurs to you, I 
am ready to embrace it. I wish to retain the same 
simplicity and good faith, which subsisted between 
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US in transactions of less importance. I have the 
honor to be, with great and sincere esteem, dear Sir, 
your faithful and most obedient servant, 

Shelburne. 



FROM HENRY LAURENS, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

Dear Sir, London, April 7, 1782. 

Richard Oswald, Esq. who will do me the honor 
of delivering this, is a gentleman of the strictest can- 
dor and integrity. I dare give such assurance from 
an experience little short of thirty years ; and to add, 
you will be perfectly safe in conversing freely with 
him on the business which he will introduce; a 
business in which Mr. Oswald has disinterestedly 
engaged from motives of benevolence ; and from the 
choice of the man a persuasion follows that the 
electors mean to be in earnest. Some people in this 
country, who have too long indulged themselves in 
abusing every thing American, have been pleased to 
circulate an opinion that Dr. Franklin is a very cun- 
ning man ; in answer to which I have remarked to 
^ Oswald, " Dr. Franklin knows very well how to 
manage a cunning man, but when the doctor con- 
verses or treats with a man of candor, there is no man 
more candid than himself." I do not know whether 
you will ultimately agree in political sketches, but I 
am sure, as gentlemen, you will part very well 
pleased with each other. 

Should you. Sir, think it proper to communicate 
to me your sentiments and advice on our affairs, the 
more ample the more acceptable, and probably the 
more serviceable. Mr. Oswald will take charge of 
your dispatches, and afford a secure means of con- 
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veyance ; to this gentleman I refer you for general 
information of a journey which I am immediately to 
make partly in his company ; at Ostend to file off 
for the Hague. I feel a willingness, infirm as I am, 
to attempt doing as much good as can be expected 
from such a prisoner on parole. As General Burgoyne 
is certainly exchanged, (a circumstance by the bye 
which possibly might have embarrassed us had your 
late proposition been accepted,) may I presume at 
my return to offer another Lieutenant-General now 
in England a prisoner upon parole, in excjiange ; or, 
what shall I offer in England for myself, a thing in 
my own estimation of no great value ? I have the 
honor to be, with great respect, and permit me to add, 
great reverence. Sir, your faithful fellow-labourer 
and obedient servant, Henry Laurens. 

I entered into conversation with Mr. Oswald. He 
was represented in the letter as fully apprised of 
Lord Shelburne's mind, and I was desirous of know- 
ing it. All I could learn was, that the new ministry 
sincerely wished for peace; that they considered the 
object of the war to France and America as obtained. 
That if the Independence of the United States was 
agreed to, there was no other point in dispute, and 
therefore nothing left to hinder a pacification. That 
they were ready to treat of peace, but intimated that 
if France should insist upon terms too humiliating to 
England, they could still continue the war, having 
yet great strength and many resources left. I let 
him know that America would not treat but in con- 
cert with France, and that my colleagues not being 
here, I could do nothing of importance in the affair ; 
but that if he pleased I would present him to 
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M. de Vergennes, Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. He consenting, I wrote and sent the fol- 
lowing letter : 

TO M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs^ Sgc. Versailles. 

Sir, Passy, April 15, 17^2. 

An English nobleman. Lord Cholmondeley, 
lately returning from Italy called upon me here, at 
the time when we received the news of the first 
resolutions of the House of Commons relating to 
America. In conversation he said, that he knew his 
friend Lord Shelburne had a great regard for me, 
that it would be pleasing to him to hear of my wel- 
fare, and to receive a line from me, of which he. 
Lord Cholmondeley, should like to be the bearer ; 
adding, that if there should be a change of ministry 
he believed Lord Shelburne would be employed. I 
thereupon wrote a few lines of which I enclose a 
copy.* This day I received an answer which I also 
enclose,! together with another letter from Mr. 
Laurens. J They both, as your Excellency will see, 
recommend the bearer Mr. Oswald, as a very honest 
sensible man. I have had a little conversation with 
him. He tells me, that there has been a desire of 
making a separate peace with America, and of con- 
tinuing the war with France and Spain, but that now 
all wise people give up that idea as impracticable, 
and it is his private opinion that the ministry do sin- 
cerely desire a gmeral peacey and that they will 
readily come into it, provided France does not in- 
sist upon conditions too humiliating for England ; ia 

* See jmge 114. t P^ge 115. ; Page 116. 
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which case she will make great and violent efForts 
rather than submit to them, and that much is still in. 
her power, &c. I told the gentleman that I could 
not enter into particulars with him, but in concert 
with the ministers of this Court, and I proposed in- 
troducing him to your Excellency after communi- 
cating to you the letters he had brought me in case 
you should think fit to see him ; with which he ap- 
peared to be pleased. I intend waiting on you to- 
morrow, when you will please to acquamt me with 
your intentions and favor me with your counsels. He 
had heard nothing of Forth's mission, and imagined 
the old ministry had not acquainted the new with 
that transaction. Mr. Laurens came over with him 
in the same vessel, and went from Ostend to Hoi* 
land. I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

The next day being at Court with the foreign 
ministers as usual on Tuesdays, I saw M. de Ver- 
gennes, who acquainted me that he had caused the 
letters to be translated, had considered the contents, 
and should like to see Mr. Oswald. We agreed that 
the interview should be on Wednesday at 10 o'clock. 

Immediately on my return home, I wrote to Mr. 
Oswald, acquainting him with what had passed at 
Versailles, and proposing that he should be with me 
at half- past eight the next morning in order to pro- 
ceed thither. 

I received from him the following answer : 

* • 

SlR^ 

I have the honor of yours by the bearer, and 
shall be sure to wait on you to-morrow at half-past 
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eight. I am with much respect^ Sir^ your most 
obedient humble servant, Richard Oswald. 
Paris y I6th April. 

He came accordingly, and we arrived at Versailles 
punctually. M. de Vergennes received us with much 
civility. Mr. Oswald not being ready in speaking 
French, M. de Rayneval* interpreted. The conver- 
sation continued near an hour. Mr. Oswald at first 
thought of sending an express with an account of it, 
and was offered a passport, but finally concluded to 
go himself; and I wrote the next day to Lord Shel- 
burne the letter following : 

My Lord, Passy, April 18, 1782. 

I have received the letter your Lordship did me 
the honor of writing to me the 6th instant. I con- 
gratulate you on your new appointment to the honor- 
able and important office you formerly filled so 
worthily ; an office which must be so far pleasing 
to you as it affords you more opportunities of doing 
good and of serving your country essentially in its 
great concerns. I have conversed a good deal with 
Mr* Oswald, and am much pleased with him. He 
appears to me a wise and honest man. I acquainted 
him, that I was commissioned with others to treat of 
and conclude a peace. That full powers were given 
us for that purpose, and that the Congress promised 
in good faith to ratify, confirm, and cause to be faith- 
fully observed, the treaty we should make : but that 
we would not treat separately from France, and I 
proposed introducing him to M. le Comte de Ver- 

* Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 
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gennes, to whom I communicated your Lordship's 
letter containing Mr. Oswald's character, as a foun- 
dation for the interview. He will acquaint you that 
the assurance he gave of his Britannic Majesty's 
good dispositions towards peace, was well received, 
and assurances returned of the same dispositions in 
his Most Christian Majesty. With regard to circum- 
stances relative to a treaty, M. de Vergennes ob- 
served, that the King's engagements were such as 
that he could not treat without the concurrence of his 
allies; that the treaty should therefore be for a general 
not a partial peace ; that if the parties were disposed 
to finish the war speedily by themselves, it would per- 
haps be best to treat at Paris, as an ambassador from 
Spain was already there, and the Commissioners 
from America might easily and soon be assembled 
there. Or if they chose to make use of the proposed 
mediation, they might treat at Vienna : but that the 
King was so truly willing to put a speedy end to the 
war, that he would agree to any place the King of 
England should think proper. I leave the rest of 
the conversation to be related to your Lordship by 
Mr. Oswald, and that he might do it more easily 
and fully than he could by letter, I was of opinion 
with him that it would be best to return immediately, 
and do it vivd voce. Being myself but one of the four 
persons now in Europe commissioned by the Con- 
gress to treat of peace, I can make no proposition of 
such importance without them ; I can only express 
my wish, that if Mr. Oswald returns hither, he may 
bring with him the agreement of your Court to treat 
for a general peace, and the proposal of place and 
time, that I may immediately write to Messrs. 
Adams, Laurens, and Jay. I suppose that in this 



122 PRIVATE CORKESPONDENCE 

case your Lordship will think it proper to have 
Mr. Laurens discharged from the engagements he 
entered into when he was admitted to bail. I desire 
no other channel of communication between us than 
Mr. Oswald, which I think your Lordship has chosen 
with much judgment. He will be witness of my 
acting with all the simplicity and good faith which 
you do me the honor to expect from me ; and if he 
is enabled when he returns hither to communicate 
more fully your Lordship's mind on the principal 
points to be settled, I think it may contribute much 
to the blessed work our hearts are engaged in. 

By the act of parliament relative to American pri- 
soners, I see the king is empowered to exchange 
them. I hope those you have in England aiid Ire- 
land may be sent home soon to their country in flags 
of truce, and exchanged for an equal number of your 
people ; permit me to add that I think it would be 
well if some kindness were mixed in the transaction, 
with regard to their comfortable accommodation on 
ship board : as those poor unfortunate people have 
been long absent from their families and friends, and 
rather hardly treated. With great and sincere re- 
spect, I have the honor to be, my Lord, your Lord- 
ship's, &c. &c. B. Franklin. 

To the account contained in this letter of what 
passed in the conversation with the minister, I should 
add his frank declaration, that as the foundation of 
a good and durable peace should be laid in justice, 
whenever a treaty was entered upon, he had several 
demands to make of justice from England. Of this, 
said he, I give you previous notice. What those 
demands were, he did not particularly say; one 
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occurred to me, viz. reparation for the injury done 
in taking a number of French ships by surprise be- 
fore ' the declaration of the preceding war, contrary 
to the law of nations. Mr. Oswald seemed to wish 
obtaining some propositions to carry back with him, 
but M. de Vergennes said to him very properly: 
** There are four nations engaged in the war against 
you, who cannot, till they have consented and know 
each other's minds, be ready to make propositions. 
Your Court being without allies and alone, knowing 
its own mind, can express it immediately. It is 
therefore more natural to expect the first proposi- 
tions from you." 

On our return from Versailles, Mr. Oswald took 
occasion to impress me with ideas, that the present 
weakness of the government in England with regard 
to continuing the war, was owing chiefly to the divi- 
sion of sentiments about it. That in case France 
should make demands too humiliating for England 
to submit to, the spirit of the nation would be roused, 
unanimity would prevail, and resources would not 
be wanting. He said there was no want of money 
in the nation ; that the chief difficulty lay in the 
finding out new taxes to raise it ; ancj perhaps that 
difficulty might be avoided by shutting up the Ex- 
chequer, stopping the payment of the interest of the 
public funds, and applying that money to the sup- 
port of the war. I made no reply to this, for I did 
not' desire to discourage their stopping payment, 
which I considered as cutting the throat of their 
public credit, and a means of adding fresh exaspera- 
tion against them with the neighbouring nations : 
such menaces were besides an encouragement with 
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me, remembering the adage, that they who threaten 
are afraid. 

The next morning, when I had written the above 
letter to Lord Shelburne, I went with it to Mr. 
Oswald's lodgings, and gave it him to read before I 
sealed it, that in case any thing might be in it with 
which he was not satisfied, it might be corrected ; 
but he expressed himself much pleased. In going 
to him, I had also in view the entering into a con- 
versation, wliich might draw out something of the 
mind of his Court on the subject of Canada and Nova 
Scotia. I had thrown out some loose thoughts on 
paper, which I intended to serve as memorandums 
for my discourse, but without a fixed intention of 
showing them to him. On his saying that he was 
obliged to me for the good opinion I had expressed 
of him to Lord Shelburne in my letter, and assuring 
that he had entertained the same of me; I observed, 
that I perceived Lord S. placed great confidence in 
him, and as we had happily the same in each other, 
we might possibly by a free communication of senti- 
ments, and a previous settling of our own minds, on 
some of the important points, be the means of great 
good, by impressing our sentiments on the minds of 
those with whom they might have influence, and 
where their being received might be of importance. 
I then remarked that his nation seemed to desire a 
reconciliation with America ; that I heartily wished 
the same thing ; that a mere peace would not pro- 
duce half its advantages if not attended with a sin- 
cere reconciliation; that to obtain this the party 
which had been the aggressors, and had cruelly 
treated the other, should show some marks of con- 
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cern for what was past, and some disposition to 
make reparation : that perhaps there were things 
which America might demand by way of reparation, 
and which England might yield, but that the eflfect 
would be vastly greater if they appeared to be volun- 
tary, and to spring from returning good- will ; that I 
therefore wished England would think of offering 
something to relieve them who had suffered by its 
scalping and burning parties ; lives indeed could not 
be restored nor compensated, but the villages and 
houses wantonly destroyed might be rebuilt, &c. I 
then touched upon the affair of Canada, and as in a 
former conversation he had maintained bis opinion, 
that the giving up of that country to the English at 
the last peace had been a politic act in France, for 
that it had weakened the ties between England and 
her colonies, and that he himself had predicted from 
it the late revolution : I spoke of the occasions of 
future quarrels that might be produced by her con- 
tinuing to hold it ; hinting at the same time, but not 
expressing it too plainly, that such a situation, to us 
so dangerous, would necessarily oblige us to culti- 
vate and strengthen our union with France. He 
appeared much struck with my discourse ; and as I 
frequently looked at my paper, he desired to see it. 
After some delay, I allowed him to read it. The 
following is an exadt copy. 

NOTES OF CONVERSATION. 

" To make a peace durable, what may give 
occasion for future wars, should, if practicable, be 
removed. 

The territory of the United States and that of 
Canada by long extended frontiers touch each other. 
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The settlers on the frontiers of the American pro* 
vinces are generally the most disorderly of the peo- 
ple, who being far removed from the eye and control 
of their respective governments, are more bold in 
committing offences against neighbours, and are for 
ever occasioning complaints, and furnishing matter 
for fresh differences between their states. 

By the late debates in parliament, and public 
writings, it appears that Britain desires a recoficilia- 
tion with the Americans. It is a sweet word. It 
means much more than a mere peace, and it is 
heartily to be wished for. Nations make a peace 
whenever they are both weary of making war. But 
if one of them has made war upon the other un- 
justly, and has wantonly and unnecessarily done it 
great injuries, and refuses reparation ; though there 
may for the present be peace, the resentment of 
those injuries will remain, and will break out again 
in vengeance, when occasions offer. Those occa- 
sions will be watched for by one side, feared by the 
other ; and the peace will never be secure ; nor can 
any cordiality subsist between them. 

Many houses and villages have been burnt in 
America, by the English and their allies the Indians. 
I do not know that the Americans will insist on re- 
paration. Perhaps they may. But would it not be 
better for England to offer it ? Nothing would have 
a greater tendency to conciliate. And much of the 
future commerce and returning intercourse between 
the two countries may depend on the reconciliation. 
Would not the advantage of reconciliation by such 
means be greater than the expense ? 

If then a way can be proposed which may tend to 
efface the memory of injuries, at the same time that 
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it takes away the occasions of fresh quarrels and 
mischief, will it not be worth considering, especially 
if it can be done not only without expense, but be a 
means of saving? 

Britain possesses Canada. Her chief advantage 
from that possession consists in the trade for peltry. 
Her expenses in governing and defending that settle- 
ment must be considerable. It might be humiliating 
to her to give it up on the demand of America. 
Perhaps America will not demand it. Some of her 
political rulers may consider the fear of such a neigh- 
bour as a means of keeping the thirteen States more 
united among themselves, and more attentive to 
military discipline. But in the mind of the people 
in general, would it not have an excellent effect if 
Britain should voluntarily offer to give up that pro- 
vince ; though on these conditions, that she should 
in all time coming have and enjoy the right of free 
trade thither unincumbered with any duties whatso- 
ever ; that so much of the waste lands there shall be 
sold as will raise a sum suflScient to pay for the 
houses burnt by the British troops and their Indians, 
and also to indemnify the Royalists for the confisca- 
tion of their estates ? 

This is mere conversation matter between Mr. O. 
and Mr. F. as the former is not empowered to make 
propositions, and the latter cannot make any with- 
out the concurrence of his colleagues." 

He then told me that nothing in his judgment 
could be clearer, more satisfactory, and convincing 
than the reasonings in that paper ; that he would do 
his utmost to impress Lord Shelburne with them ; 
that as his memory might not do them justice, and 
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it would be impossible for him to express them so 
well, or state them so clearly as I had written them, 
he begged I would let him take the paper with him, 
assuring me that he would return it safely into my 
hands. I at length complied with this request also. 
We parted exceeding good friends, and he set out 
for London. 

By the first opportunity afterwards, I wrote the 
following letter to Mr. Adams, and sent the papers 
therein mentioned, that he might be fully apprised 
of the proceedings. I omitted only the paper of 
notes for conversation with Mr. Oswald, but gave the 
substance as appears in the letter. The reason of 
my omitting it was, that, on reflection, I was not 
pleased with my having hinted a reparation to the 
Tories for their forfeited estates ; and I was a little 
ashamed of my weakness in permitting the paper to 
go out of my hands. 

Sir, Passy, April 20, 1782. 

I hope your Excellency received the copy of 
our instructions which I sent by the courier from 
Versailles some weeks since. I wrote to you on the 
13th to go by Captain Smedley, and sent a packet 
of correspondence with Mr. Hartley. Smedley did 
not leave Paris so soon as I expected : but you 
should have it by this time. With this I send a fresh 
correspondence which I have been drawn into, viz. 
1. A letter I sent to Lord Shelburne before he was 
minister. 2. His answer by Mr. Oswald since he 
was minister. 3. A letter from Mr. Laurens. 4. My 
letter to M. de Vergennes* 5. My answer to Lord 
Shelburne. 6. My answer to Mr. Laurens. 7. Copy 
<>f Digges's report. These papers will inform you 
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pretty well of what passed between me and Mr. 
Oswald, except that in a conversation at parting I 
mentioned to him, that I observed they spoke much 
in England of obtaining a reconciliation with the co- 
lonies : that this was more than a mere peace ; that the 
latter might possibly be obtained without the former ; 
that the cruel injuries wantonly done us by burning 
our towns, &c. had made deep impressions of re- 
sentment that would long remain; that much of the 
advantage to the commerce of England from a peace, 
would depend on a reconciliation; that the peace 
without a reconciliation would probably not be dura- 
ble ; that after a quarrel between friends, nothing 
tended so much to conciliate^ as offers made by the 
aggressor of reparation for injuries done by him in his 
passion. And I hinted if England should make us a 
voluntary offer of Canada expressly for that purpose, 
it might have a good effect. Mr. Oswald liked much 
the idea, said they were too much straitened for 
money to make us pecuniary reparation, but he 
' should endeavour to persuade their doing it in this 
way. He is furnished with a passport to go and 
return by Calais, and I expect him back in ten or 
twelve days. I wish you and Mr. Laurens could be 
here when he arrives : for I shall much want your 
advice, and cannot act without your concurrence. If 
the present crisis of your affairs prevents your com- 
ing, I hope at least Mr. Laurens will be here, and 
we must communicate with you by expresses, for 
your letters to me per post are generally opened. I 
shall write per next post requesting Mr. Jay to be 
here also as soon as possible. 

I received your letter advising of a draft on me for 
a quarter's salary, which will be duly honored. With 

VOL. IK I 
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great esteem, I have the honor to be your Excel- 
lency's, &c. &c. B. Franklin. 

Supposing Mr. Laurens to be in Holland vi^ith Mr. 
Adams, I at the same time wrote the following 
letter : 

TO HENRY LAURENS, ESQ. &C. 

Sir. Passy, April 20, 1782. 

I received by Mr. Oswald the letter you did 
me the honor of writing to me the 7th instant ; he 
brought me also a letter from Lord Shelburne, which 
gave him the same good character that you do, 
adding, "he is fully apprised of my mind, and you 
may give full credit to every thing he assures you 
of." Mr. Oswald, however, could give me no other 
particulars of his Lordship's mind, but that he was 
sincerely disposed to peace. As the message seemed 
therefore rather intended to procure or receive pro- 
positions than to make any, I told Mr* Oswald that 
I could make none but in concurrence with my col- 
leagues in the commission, and that if we were to- 
gether we should not treat but in conjunction with 
France, and I proposed introducing him to M. de 
Vergennes, which he accepted. He made to that 
minister the same declaration of the disposition of 
England to peace, who replied that France had al- 
ready the same good dispositions ; that a treaty might 
be immediately begun, but it must be for a general, 
not particular peace. That as to the place, he thought 
Paris might be most convenient, as Spain had here 
already an ambassador, and the American commis- 
sioners could easily be assembled here : this upon a 
supposition of the parties treating directly with each 
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Other without the intervention of mediators. But if 
the mediation was to be used, it might be at Vienna. 
The King his master however was so truly disposed 
to peace, that he would agree to any place the King 
of England should choose ; and would at the treaty 
give proof of the confidence that might be placed in 
any engagements he should enter into, by the fidelity 
and exactitude with which he should observe those 
he already had with his present allies. Mr. Oswald 
is returned with these general answers, by the way 
of Calais, and expects to be here again in a few days. 
I wish it might be convenient for you and Mr. Adams 
to be here at the same time : but if the present cri- 
tical situation of affairs there make his being in 
Holland necessary just now, I hope you may never- 
theless be here, bringing with you his opinion and 
advice. I have proposed to Lord Shelburne to dis- 
charge you from the obligations you entered into at 
the time of your enlargement, that you may act more 
freely in the treaty he desires. I had done myself 
the honor of writing to you a few days before the ar- 
rival of Mr. Oswald. My letter went by Mr. Young, 
your secretary, and enclosed a copy of our commis- 
sion, with an offer of money if you had occasion for 
any. Hoping that you will not return to England 
before you have been at Paris, I forbear enlarging on 
the state of our affairs here and in Spain. M. de 
Vergenries told me he should be very glad to see 
you here. I found Mr. Oswald to answer perfectly 
the character you gave me of him, and was much 
pleased with him. I have the honor to be, with great 
esteem and respect^ sir, &c. &c. 

B. Franklin. 



132 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

Just after I had despatched these letters I received 
the following from Mr. Adams : 

Sir, Amsterdam^ April 16, 1782. 

Yesterday noon, Mr. William Vaughan of Lon- 
don came to my house with Mr. Laurens, a son of 
the President, and brought me a line from the latter, 
and told me that the President was at Haerlem, and 
desired to see me. I went out to Haerlem, and 
found my old friend at the Golden Lion. 

He told me he was come partly for his health, and 
the pleasure of seeing me, and partly to converse with 
me, and see if he had at present just ideas and views 
of things ; at least to see if we agreed in sentiment, 
and having been desired by several of the new mi- 
nistry to do so. 

I asked him if he was at liberty? He said. No, 
that he was still under parole, but at liberty to say 
what he pleased to me. 

I told him that I could not .communicate to him, 
being a prisoner, even his own instructions, nor enter 
into any consultations with him as one of our col- 
leagues in the commission for peace : that all I 
should say to him would be as one private citizen 
conversing with another : but that upon all such oc- 
casions I should reserve a right to communicate 
whatever should pass to our colleagues and allies. 

He said, that Lord Shelburne and others of the 
new ministers were anxious to know whether there 
was any authority to treat of a separate peace, and 
whether there could be an accommodation upon any 
terms short of independence ; ,that he had ever an- 
swered them, that nothing short of an express or tacit 
acknowledgment of our independence in his opinion 
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would ever be accepted, and that no treaty ever 
would or could be made separate from France. He 
asked me if his answers had been right? I told him, 
I was fully of that opinion. 

He said, that the new ministers had received 
Digges's report, but his character was such that they 
did not choose to depend upon it : that a person by 
the name qf Oswald, I think, set off for Paris to see 
you, about the same time that he came away to 
see me. 

I desired him, between him and me, to consider, 
without saying any thing of it to the ministry, whe- 
ther we could ever have a real peace with Canada and 
and Nova Scotia in the hands of the English ? And 
whether we ought not to insist at least upon a stipu- 
lation, that they should keep no standing army or 
regular troops, nor erect any fortifications on the 
frontiers* of either ? That at present I saw no motive 
that we had to be anxious for a peace, and if the na- 
tion was not ripe for it upon proper terms, we might 
wait patiently till they should be so. 

I found the old gentleman perfectly sound in his 
system of politics. He has a very poor opinion both 
of the integrity and abilities of the new ministry, as 
well as the old. He thinks they know not what they 
are about ; that they are spoiled by the same insin- 
cerity, duplicity, falsehood, and corruption, with the 
former. Lord Shelburne still flatters the king with 
ideas of conciliation and separate peace, &c. Yet 
the nation and the best men in it are for an uni- 
versal peace, and an express acknowledgment of 
American independence, and many of the best are 
for giving up Canada and Nova Scotia. 

His design seemed to be solely to know how far 
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Digges's report was true. After an hour or two of 
conversation, I returned to Amsterdam, and left him 
to return to London. 

These are all but artifices to raise the stocks ; and if 
you think of any method to put a stop to them, I will 
cheerfully concur with you. They now know suflS- 
ciently, that our commission is to treat of a general 
peace, and with persons vested with equal powers f 
and if you agree to it, I will never see another mes- 
senger that is not a plenipotentiary. 

It is expected that the seventh province, Guelder- 
land, will this day acknowledge American indepen- 
dence. I think we are in such a situation now that 
we ought not upon any consideration to think of a 
truce, or any thing short of an express acknowledg- 
ment of the sovereignty of the United States. I 
should be glad, however, to know your sentiments 
upon this point. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, John Adams. 

To the above I immediately wrote the following 
answer i 

Si R , Passy , A prrl 20^ 1782. 

I have just received the honor of yours dated the 
16th instant, acquainting me with the interview be- 
tween your Excellency and Mr. Laurens. 1 am glad 
to learn that his political sentiments coincide with 
ours, and that there is a disposition in England to 
give us up Canada and Nova Scotia. 

I like your idea of seeing no more messengers that 
are not plenipotentiaries; but I cannot refuse seeing 
Mr. Oswald again, as the minister here considered 
the letter to me from Lord Shelburne as a kind of 
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authority given that messenger, and expects his re- 
turn with some -explicit propositions. I shall keep 
you advised of what passes. 

The late act of parliament for exchanging American 
prisoners as prisoners of wary according to the law of 
nations, any thing in their commitments notwithstand- 
ing, seemed a renunciation of their pretensions to try 
our people as subjects guilty of high treason, and to 
be a kind of tacit acknowledgment of our indepen- 
dence. Having taken this step, it will be less diflS- 
cult for them to acknowledge it expressly. They 
are now preparing transports to send the prisoners 
home. I yesterday sent the passports desired of 
liie. 

Sir George Grand showed me a letter from Mr. 
Fizeaux, in which he said, that if advantage is taken 
of the present enthusiasm in favor of America, a 
loan might be obtained in Holland of five or six mil- 
lions of florins for America ; and if their house is im- 
powered to open it, he has no doubt of success ; but 
that no time is to be lost. I earnestly recommend 
this matter to you, as extremely necessary to the ope- 
rations of our financier Mr. Morris, who not knowing 
that the greatest part of the last five millions had been 
consumed by purchase of goods, &c. in Europe, 
writes me advice of large drafts that he shall be ob- 
liged to make upon me this summer. This court has 
granted us six millions of livres for the current year ; 
but it will fall vastly short of our occasions, there 
being large orders to fulfil, and near two millions and 
a half to pay M. Beaumarchais, besides the interest 
of bills, &c. The house of Fizeaux and Grand is 
now appointed banker for France, by a special com- 
mission from the king, and will on that as well as 
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other accounts, be in my opinion the fittest for thi» 
operation. Your Excellency being on the spot, can 
better judge of the terms, &c. and manage with that 
house the whole business, in which I should be glad 
to have no other concern, than that of receiving as- 
sistance from it when pressed by the dreaded drafts. 
With great respect I am, your Excellency's, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

In reply to this Mr. Adams wrote to me as follows : 

Sir, Amsterdam, May '2, 1782. 

I am honored with your favor of the 20th April, 
and Mr. Laurens's son proposes to carry the letter to 
his father forthwith. The instructions by the courier 
from Versailles came safe, as also other dispatches 
by that channel no doubt will do. The correspon- 
dence with Mr. Hartley, I received by Captain 
Smedley, and will take the first good opportunity by 
a private hand to return it, as well as that with the 
Earl of Shelburne. 

Mr. Laurens and Mr. Jay will I hope be able to 
meet at Paris, but when it will be in my power to go 
I know not. Your present negotiation about peace 
falls in very well to aid a proposition which I am in- 
structed to make, as soon as the court of Versailles 
shall judge proper, of a triple or quadruple alliance. 
This matter, the treaty of commerce which is now 
under deliberation, and the loan, will render it im- 
proper for me to quit this station unless in case of 
necessity. If there is a real disposition to permit 
Canada to accede to the American association, I 
should think there could be no great difficulty in ad- 
justing all things between England and America, 
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provided our allies are contented too. In a former 
letter I hinted that I thought an express acknow- 
ledgment of our independence might now be insisted 
on : but I did not mean that we should insist upon 
such an article in the treaty. If they make a treaty 
of peace with the United States of America, this is 
acknowledgment enough for me. The affair of a 
loan gives me much anxiety and fatigue. It is true 
I may open a loan for five millions, but I confess I 
have no hopes of obtaining so much. The money is 
not to be had. Cash is not infinite in this country. 
Their profits by trade have been ruined for two or 
three years ; and there are loans open for France, 
Spain, England, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, and 
several other powers, as well as their own national, 
provincial and collegiate loans • The undertakers 
are already loaded with burthens greater than they 
can bear, and all the brokers in the republic are so 
engaged, that there is scarcely a ducat to be lent 
but what is promised. 

This is the true cause why we shall not succeed ; 
yet they will seek an hundred other pretences. It 
is considered such an honor and such an introduction 
to American trade to be the house, that the eager- 
ness to obtain the title of American banker is pro- 
digious. Various houses have pretensions which 
they set up very high ; and, let me choose which I 
will, I am sure of a cry and a clamour. I have 
taken some measures to endeavour to calm the heat 
and give general satisfaction, but have as yet small 
hopes of success. I would strike with any house 
that^l would insure the money, but none will under- 
take it now it is offered, although several were very 
ready to affirm that they could when it began to be 
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talked of. Upon inquiry they do not find the money 
easy to obtain, which I could have told them before. 
It is to me personally perfectly indifferent which is 
the house ; and the only question is, which will be 
able to do best for the interest of the United States. 
This question, however simple, is not easy to answer. 
But I think it clear, after very painful and laborious 
inquiries for a year and a half, that no house what- 
ever will be able to do much. Enthusiasm at some 
times and in some countries may do a great deal, but 
there has as yet been no enthusiasm in this country 
for America, strong enough to untie many purses. 
Another year, if the war should continue, perhaps 
we may do better. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, J. Adams. 

. During Mr. Oswald's absence I received the fol- 
lowing from Mr. Laurens : 

Sir, London, April 30, 1782. 

I writ to you on the 7th instant by Mr. Oswald, 
since which, that is to say on the 28th, I was honored 
with the receipt of your letter of the 12th, enclosing 
a copy of the commission for treating for peace, by 
the hands of Mr. Young. 

The recognisance exacted from me by the late 
ministry has been vacated and done away by the 
present. These have been pleased to enlarge me 
without formal conditions ; but as I would not con- 
sent that the United States of America should be 
outdone in generosity, however late the marks ap- 
peared on this side, I took upon me to assure Lord 
Shelburne in a letter of acknowledgment for the part 
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which his Lordship had taken for obtaining my re- 
lease^ that Congress would not fail to make a just 
and adequate return, — the only return in my view 
is Lieutenant-General Lord Cornwallis; Congress 
were pleased to offer some time ago a British Lieu- 
tenant-General for my ransom, and as I am informed 
the special exchange of Lord Cornwallis for the same 
subject was lately in contemplation, it would afford 
me very great satisfaction to know that you will 
join me in cancelling the debt of honor which we 
have impliedly incurred, by discharging his Lordship 
from the obligations of his parole ; for my own part, 
though not a bold adventurer, I think I shall not 
commit mysplf to the risk of censure by acting 
conjunctly with you in such a bargain. 1 intreat 
you, sir, at least to reflect on this matter : I shall 
take the liberty of requesting your determination 
when I reacli the continent, which will probably 
happen in a few days. Lord Cornwallis, jn a late 
conversation with me, put the following case : — ' Sup- 
pose,' said his Lordship, *it shall have been agreed in 
America that Lord Cornwallis should be offered in 
exchange for Mr. Laurens, do not you think, al- 
though you are now discharged, I ought to reap the 
intended benefit ? A reply from the feelings of my 
heart, as I love fair play, was prompt.' * Undoubt- 
edly, my Lord, you ought to be, and shall be in such 
case discharged, and I will venture to take the bur- 
then upon myself.' Certain legal forms I apprehend 
rendered the discharge of me without conditions un- 
avoidable; but I had previously refused to accept of 
myself for nothing, and what I now aim at was 
understood as an adequate return ; 'tis not to be 
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doubted, his Lordship's question was built on this 
ground. 

I had uniformly and explicitly declared to the 
people here — people in the first rank of importance — 
that nothing short of independence in terms of our 
alliances could induce America to treat for a truce 
or a peace, and that no treaty could be had without 
the consent of our ally first obtained : in a word, if 
you mean to have a peace, you must seek for a gene- 
ral peace. The doctrine was ill relished, especially 
by those, whose power only could set the machine 
in motion ; but having since my return from Haerlem 
asserted in very positive terms, that I was confirmed 
in my former opinions, the late obduracy has been 
more than a little softened, as yoy will soon learn 
from the worthy friend by whom I addressed you on 
the 7th, who two days ago set out on his return to 
Passy and Versailles with (as I believe) more per- 
manent commission than the former. 

Accept my thanks, sir, for the kind offer of a sup- 
ply of money. I know too well how much you have 
been harassed for that article, and too well, how 
low our American finances in Europe are : therefore, 
if I can possibly avoid it, I will not further trouble 
you, nor impoverish them, or not till the last ex- 
tremity: hitherto I have supported myself without 
borrowing from any body, and I am determined to 
continue living upon my own stock while it lasts. 
The stock is indeed small : my expenses have been 
and shall be in a suitably modest style. I pray God 
to bless you ! I have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

Henry Laurens. 
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P. S. I judged it proper not only to show the 
peace-commission to Lord Shelburne, but to give 
his Lordship a copy of it, from an opinion that it 
would work no evil being shown elsQ^where. 

On the 4th of May, Mr. Oswald returned and brought 
me the following letter from Lord Shelburne : 

Dear Sir, Shelburne House, April 28, 1782. 

I have received much satisfaction in being as- 
sured by you, that the qualifications of wisdom and 
integrity, which induced me to make choice of Mr. 
Oswald, as the fittest instrument for the renewal of 
our friendly intercourse, have also recommended 
him so effectually to your approbation and esteem. 
I most heartily wish that the influence of this first 
communication of our mutual sentiments may be 
extended to a happy conclusion of all our public 
differences. 

The candor with which M. le Comte de Ver-. 
gennes expresses his Most Christian Majesty's senti- 
ments and wishes on the subject of a speedy pacifi- 
cation, is a pleasing omen of its accomplishment. 
His Majesty is not less decided in the same senti- 
ments and wishes, and it confirms his Majesty's 
ministers in their intention to act in like manner, as 
most consonant to the true dignity of a great nation. 

In consequence of these reciprocal advances Mr. 
Oswald is sent back to Paris, for the purpose of 
arranging and settling with you the preliminaries of 
time and place : and, I have the pleasure to tell you, 
that Mr. Laurens is already discharged from those 
engagements, which he entered into when he was 
admitted to bail. 
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It is also determined that Mr. Fox, from whose 
department that communication is necessarily to 
proceed, shall send a proper person, who may confer 
and settle immediately with M. de Vergennes the 
further measures and proceedings which may be 
judged proper to adopt towards advancing the prose- 
cution of this important business. In the mean time 
Mr. Oswald is instructed to communicate to you my 
thoughts upon the principal objects to be settled. 

Transports are actually preparing for the purpose 
of conveying your prisoners to America, to be there 
exchanged, and we trust that you will learn that 
due attention has not been wanting to their accom- 
modation and good treatment. 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere respect, 
dear sir, your faithful and obedient servant, 

Shelburne. 

Having read the letter, I mentioned to Mr. Oswald 
the part which refers me to him for his Lordship's 
sentiments. He acquainted me that they were very 
sincerely disposed to peace ; that the whole ministry 
concurred in thesame dispositions ; that a good deal 
of confidence was placed in my character for open 
honest dealing ; that it was also generally believed 
I had still remaining some part of my ancient affec- 
tion and regard for Old England, and it was hoped 
it might appear on this occasion. He then showed 
me an extract from the minutes of council, but did 
not leave the paper with me. As well as I remember 
it was to this purpose : 

At a Cabinet Council held April 27, 1782, pre- 
sent — Lord Rockingham, Lord Chancellor, Lord 
President, Lord Camden, &c. &c. (to the number of 
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fifteen or twenty, being all ministers and great offi- 
cers of state) : 

'* It was proposed to represent to his Majesty, 
that it would be well for Mr. Oswald to return to 
Dr. Franklin and acquaint him, that it is agreed to 
treat for a general peace, and at Paris ; and that the 
principal points in contemplation are, the allowing 
of American independence, on condition that Eng- 
land be put into the same situation that she was left 
in by the peace of 1763," 

Mr. Oswald also informed me, that he had con- 
versed with Lord Shelburne on the subject of my 
paper of notes relating to reconciliation. That he 
had shown him the paper, and had been prevailed 
on to leave it with him a night, but it was on his 
Lordship's solemn promise of returning it, which 
had been complied with, and he now returned it to 
me. That it seemed to have made an impression, 
and he had reason to believe that matter might be 
settled to our satisfaction towards the end of the 
treaty; but in his mind he wished it might not be 
mentioned at the beginning. That his Lordship 
indeed said, he had not imagined reparation would 
be expected ; and he wondered I should not know 
whether it was intended to demand it. Finally, Mr. 
Oswald acquainted me, that as the business, now 
likely to be brought forward, more particularly ap- 
pertained to the department of the other secretary, 
Mr. Fox, he was directed to announce another agent 
coming from that department, who might be ex- 
pected every day, viz. the Honorable Mr. Grenville, 
brother of Lord Temple, and son of the famous Mr. 
Oeorge Grenville, formerly Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 
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I immediately wrote the following note to M. le 
Comte de Vergennes : 

Sir, Paris, May 4, 1782. 

I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency 
that Mr. Oswald is just returned from London, and 
now with me. He has delivered me a letter from 
Lord S^elburne, which I enclose for your perusal, 
together with a copy of my letter to which it is an 
answer. He tells me, that it has been agreed in 
council to treat at Paris, and to treat of a general 
peace ; and that as it is more particularly in the de- 
partment of Mr. Fox to regulate the circumstantials, 
a gentleman (Mr. Grenville), to be sent by him for 
that purpose, may be daily expected here. Mr. 
Oswald will wait on your Excellency whenever you 
shall think fit to receive him. I am, with re- 
spect, your Excellency's most obedient and most, 
&c. &c. B. Franklin. 

And the next day I received the following answer : 

A Versailles, le 5 Mai, 1782. 

J'ai ref u. Monsieur, la lettre que vous m'avez 
fait I'honneur de m'^crire le 4 de ce mois, ainsi que 
celles qui y 6toient jointes. Je vous verrai avec 
plaisir avec votre ami demain matin k onze heures. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre sincferement. Monsieur, votre 
tr^s humble et tr^s ob^issant serviteur, 

De Vergennes. 

Accordingly on Monday morning I went with Mr. 
Oswald to Versailles, and we saw the minister. Mr. 
Oswald acquainted him with the disposition of his 
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court to treat for a general peace and at Paris ; and 
he announced Mr. Grenville, who he said was to set 
out about the same time with him, but, as he would 
probably come by way of Ostend, might be a few 
days longer on the road. Some general conversation 
passed, agreeable enough, but not of importance. 
In our return Mr. Oswald repeated to me his opi- 
nion, that the affair of Canada would be settled to 
our satisfaction, and his wish that it might not be 
mentioned till towards the end of the treaty. He 
intimated too, that it was apprehended the greatest 
obstructions in the treaty might come from the part 
of Spain ; but said if she was unreasonable, there 
were means to bring her to reason ; that Russia 
was a friend to England, had lately made great dis- 
coveries on the back of North America, could make 
establishments there, and might easily transport 
an army from Kamschatka to the Coast of Mexico, 
and conquer all those countries. This appeared to 
me a little visionary at present, but I did not dispute 
it. On the whole I was able to draw so little from 
Mr. O. of the sentiments of Lord S., who had men- 
tioned him as entrusted with the communication of 
them, that I could not but wonder at his being sent 
again to me, especially as Mr. Grenville was so soon 
to follow. 

On Tuesday I was at court as usual on that day ; 
M. de Vergennes asked me if Mr. Oswald had not 
opened himself farther to me. . I acquainted him 
with the sight I had had of the minute of council, 
and of the loose expressions contained in it of what 
WB» in contemplation. He seemed to think it odd 
that he had brou^t nothing more explicit. L sup- 
posed Mr. Grenville might be better furnished. 

VOL. II. K 
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The next morning I wrote the following letter to 

Mr. Adams. 

Sir, Passy, May 8, 1782. 

Mr. Oswald, whom I mentioned in a former 
letter which I find you have received, is returned, 
and brought me another letter from Lord Shelburne, 
of which the above is a copy. It says, Mr. Oswald 
is instructed to communicate to me his Lordship's 
thoughts. He is however very sparing of such com- 
munication. AH I have got from him is, that the 
ministry have in contemplation the ** allowing Inde- 
pendence to America on condition of Britain being 
put again into the state she was left in by the peace 
of 1763," which I suppose means being put again in 
possession of the islands France has taken from her. 
This seems to me a proposition of selling to us a 
thing that is already our own, and making France 
pay the price they are pleased to ask for it. Mr. 
Grenville, who is sent by Mr. Fox, is expected here 
daily. Mr. Oswald tells me that Mr. Laurens will 
soon be here also. Yours of the 2nd instant is just 
come to hand. I shall write to you on this affair 
hereafter by the Court couriers, for I am certain 
your letters to me are opened at the post-office either 
here or in Holland. I suppose mine to you are 
treated in the same manner. I enclose the cover of 
your last that you may see the seal; With great 
respect I am. Sir, your Excellency's, &c. &c. 

B. Franklin. 

I had but just sent away this letter, when Mr. 
Oswald came in, bringing with him Mr. Grenville, 
who was recently arrived. He gave me the follow- 
ing letter from Mr, Secretary Fox. 
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Sir, St. James's, May 1, 1782. 

Though Mr. Oswald will no doubt have in- 
formed you of the nature of Mr. Grenville's commis- 
sion, yet I cannot refrain from making use of the 
opportunity his going offers me, to assure you of the 
esteem and respect which I have borne to your cha- 
racter, and to beg you to believe, that no change in 
my situation has made any in those ardent wishes 
for reconciliation which I have invariably felt from 
the very beginning of this unhappy contest. 

Mr. Grenville is fully acquainted with my senti- 
ments upon this subject, and with the sanguine 
hopes which I have conceived that those with whom 
we are contending are too reasonable to continue a 
contest, which has no longer any object either real 
or even imaginary. 

I know your liberality of mind too well to be 
afraid lest any prejudices against Mr. Grenville's 
name may prevent you from esteeming those excel, 
lent qualities of heart and head which belong to 
him, or from giving the fullest credit to the sincerity 
of his wishes for peace, in which no man in either 
country goes beyond him. I am, with great truth 
and regard. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

C. J. Fox. 

I imagined the gentlemen had been at Versailles, 
as I supposed Mr. G. would first have waited on M. 
de Vergennes, before he called on me. But finding 
in conversation that he had not, and that he ex- 
pected me to introduce him, I immediately wrote to 
that minister, acquainting him that Mr. G. was 
arrived, and desired to know when his Excellency 
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would think fit to receive him ; and I sent an ex- 
press with' ihy letter. I then entered into conversa- 
tion with hhn on the subject of his mission, Mr. Fox 
having referred me to him as being fuily acquainted 
with his sentiments. He said that peace Was really 
wisrhed for by every body, if it could be obtained on 
reasonable terms ; and as the idea of subjugating 
America was given up, and both France and Ame^ 
rica had thereby obtained what they had in view 
originally, it was hoped that there now remained no 
obstacle to a pacification. That England was wil- 
ling to treat of a general peace with all the powers 
at war against her, and that the treaty should be at 
Paris. I did not press him much for farther parti- 
culars, supposing they were reserved for our inter- 
view with M. de Vergennes. The gentlemen did 
me the honor of staying dinner with me, on the sup- 
position which I urged that my express might be 
back before we parted. This gave me an oppor- 
tunity of a good deal of general conversation with 
Mr. Grenville, who appeared to me a sensible, judi- 
cious, intelligent, good-tempered, and well-*instructed 
young man, answering well the character Mr. Fox 
had given me of him. They left me however about 
six o'clock, and my messenger did not return till 
near nine. He brought me the answer of M. le 
Comte de Vergennes, that he was glad to hear of 
Mr. Grenville's amval, and would be ready to re- 
ceive us to-morrow at half- past 10 or 11 o'clock. 
I immediately enclosed his note in one to Mr. Gren- 
ville, requesting him to be with me at Passy by 
eight, that we might have time to breakfast^ before 
we set out. I have preserved no copy of these three 
last mentioned notes, or I should have inserted them^ 
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as I think that though they seem of almost too 
trifling a natm'e, they serve usefully sometimes to 
settle dates, authenticate facts, and show something 
of the turn and manner of thinking of the writers, 
on particular occasions. The answer I received 
was as follows : 

" Mr. Grenville presents his compliments to Mr. 
Franklin, and will certainly do himself the honor of 
waiting upon Mr. Franklin to-morrow morning at 8 
o'clock. 

** Rue de Richelieu, Wednesday Night." 

We set out accordingly the next morning in my 
coach from Passy^ and arrived punctually at M. de 
Vergennes's, who received Mr. Grenville in the most 
cordial manner, on account of the acquaintance and 
friendship that had formerly subsisted between his 
uncle and M. de Vergennes when they were ambas- 
sadors together at Constantinople. After some little 
agreeable conversation, Mr. Grenville presented his 
letters from Mr. Secretary Fox, and I think from 
the Duke of Richmond. When these were read, the 
subject of peace was entered on. What my memory 
retains of the discourse amounts to little more than 
this, that after ' mutual declarations of the good dis- 
position of the two Courts, Mr. Grenville having in- 
timated that in case Eng'land gave America inde- 
pendence, France, it was expected, would restore 
the conquests she had made of British Islands, re- 
ceiving back those of Miquelon and St. Pierre. And 
the original object of the war being obtained, it was 
supposed that France would be contented with that. 
ITie minister seemed to smile at the proposed ex- 
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change. America, said he, does not ask it of you ; 
there is Mr. Franklin, he will answer you as to that 
point. To be sure, I said, we do not consider our- 
selves as under any necessity of bargaining for a 
thing that is our own, which we have bought at the 
expense of much blood and treasure, and which we 
are in possession of. As to our being satisfied with 
the original object of the war, continued he, look 
back to the conduct of your nation in former wars. 
In the last war, for example, what was the object? 
It was the disputed right to some waste lands on the 
Ohio, and the frontier of Nova Scotia; did you con- 
tent yourselves with the recovery of those lands? 
No, you retained at the peace all Canada, all Lou- 
isiana, all Florida, Grenada, and other West India 
islands, the greatest part of the Northern Fisheries ; 
with all your conquests in Africa and the East In- 
dies. Something being mentioned of its not being 
reasonable that a nation, after making an unprovoked 
and unsuccessful war upon its neighbours, should 
expect to sit down whole, and have every thing 
restored which she had lost in such a war, I think 
Mr. Grenville remarked that the war had been pro- 
voked by the encouragement given by France to the 
Americans to revolt. On which M. de Vergennes 
grew a little warm, and declared firmly, that the 
breach was made and our independence declared 
long before we received the least encouragement from 
France ; and he defied the world to give the smallest 
proof of the contrary. There sits, said he, Mr. Frank- 
lin, who knows the fact, and can contradict me if 
I do not speak the truth. He repeated to Mr. Gren- 
ville what he had before stated to Mr. Oswald, 
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i^especting the King's intention of treating fairly, and 
keeping faithfully the conventions he should enter 
into; of which disposition he should give at the treaty 
convincing proofs by the fidelity and exactitude with 
which he should observe his engagements with his 
present allies ; and added, that the points which the 
King had chiefly in view were jtistice and dignity; 
these he could not depart from. He acquainted 
Mr. Grenville that he should immediately write to 
Spain and Holland, communicate to those Courts 
what had passed, and report their answers ; that in 
the mean time he hoped Mr. Grenville would find 
means of amusing himself agreeably, to which he 
should be glad to contribute, that he would commu- 
Aicate what had passed to the King, and he invited 
him to come again the next day. 

On our return Mr. G. expressed himself as not 
quite satisfied with some pa/t of M. de Vergennes*s 
discourse, and was thoughtful. He told me that he 
had brought two state messengers with him, and 
perhaps after he had had another interview with the 
minister, he might dispatch one of them to London: 
I then requested leave to answer by that opportunity 
the letters I had received from Lord Shelburne and 
Mr. Fox ; and he kindly promised to acquaint me 
the time of the messenger's departure. He did not 
ask me to go with him the next day to Versailles, 
and I did not ofier it. 

The coming and going of these gentlemen was 
observed, and made much talk at Paris; and the 
Marquis de la Fayette having learnt something of 
their business from the ministers, discoursed with 
me about it. Agreeable to the resolutions of Con- 
gress directing me to confer with him, and take his 
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assistance in our affairs^ I communicated to him 
what had passed. He: told me that, during the treaty 
at P^ris for the laBt peace> the Duke de Nivernois 
had been sent to reside in London, that this Co^ft 
might through him state what was from time to time 
transacted in the light they thought best, to pr^^nt 
misrepresentations and misunderstandings. That 
such an employ would be extremely agreeable to 
him on many accounts ; that as he was now . an 
American citizen, spoke both lajo^uages, and was 
well sicquainted with our interests, he believed he 
might be useful in it; and that as peace was likely 
from appearances to take place, his return to Ame* 
rica was perhaps not so immediately necessary. He 
then wished I would make him acquainted with 
Messrs. Oswald and Grenville, and for that end 
promised meeting tl^m at breakfast with me, which 
I proposed to contrive if I could, and epdeavor to 
engage them for Saturday. 

Friday morning the 10th of May, I went to Paris 
and visited Mr. Oswald. I found him in the same 
friendly dispositions, and very desirous of doing 
good, and of seeing an end put to this ruinous war. 
But I got no &rther light as to ;die sentiments of 
Lord S. respecting the terms. I tcdd him the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette would breakfast withmeibo^mor- 
row, and as he, Mr. Oswald, might have s(une cu- 
riosity to see a person who had in ^is war rendered 
himself so remaikable, I proposed his doing me the 
same honor. He agreed to it cheerfully. I eame 
home intending to write to Mr. Grenville, who I 
supposed might stay and dine 'at YersaiUes, .and 
therefore tlid not call on him. But he was returned, 
and I found the following note from him. 
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Paris, May 10. 

" Mr. Granville presents his compliments to 
Mr* Franklin : he proposes Ending a courier to Eng- 
Und at 10 o'clock this night, and will give him in 
eharge any letters Mr. Franklin may wish to send 
by him." 

I sat down ioimediately and wrote the two sbc»t 
letters following, to the Secretaries of State. 

TQ THE RIGHT HON. C. J. FOX, ESQ. SECRETARY 

OF J5TATE. 
^IR, Paasy, May 10, 1782. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me by Mr. Grenville,. whom I find to be 
a very sensible, judicious^ and amiable gentleman. 
The name, I assure you, does not with me lessen the 
regard that his excellent qualities inspire. I intro- 
duced him as soon as possible to M. de Vergennes ; 
he will himself give you an account of his reception. 
I hope his coming may forward the blessed work of 
pacification, in which for the sak« of humanity no 
time should be lost; no reasonable cause, as you 
observe, existing at present for the continuance of 
this abominable war. Be assured of my endeavors 
to put an end to it. I am much flattered by the 
^)od opinion of a. person whom I have long highly 
esteemed, and I hope k will not be lessened by my 
conduct in the adSairs that have given rise to our cor- 
respondence. With great respect, I have the honor 
tobe, Sir, &c. &c. B. Franklin. 
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TO LORD SHELBURNE. 

My Lord, Passy, May ia> 1782. 

I have received the honor of your Lordship's 
letter dated the 28th past, by Mr. Oswald, informing 
me that he is sent back to settle with me the preli- 
minaries of time and place. Paris, as the place, 
seemed to me yesterday to be agreed on between 
Mr. Grenville and M. de Vergennes, and it is per- 
fectly agreeable to me. The time cannot well be 
settled till this court has received answers from Ma- 
drid and the Hague, and until my colleagues are 
arrived. I expect daily Messrs. Jay and Laurens : 
Mr. Adams doubts whether he can be here, but that 
will not hinder our proceeding. 

It gave me great pleasure to hear that Mr. Lau- 
rens is discharged entirely from the obligations he 
had entered into. I am much obliged by the readi- 
ness with which your Lordship has conferred that 
favor. Please to accept my thankful acknowledg- 
ments. 

I am happy too in understanding from your letter, 
that transports are actually preparing to convey our 
prisoners to America, and that attention will be paid 
to their accommodation and good treatment. Those 
people on their return will be dispersed through 
every part of America, and the accounts they will 
have to give of any marks of kindness received by 
them under the present ministry, will lessen much 
the resentment of their friends against the nation for 
the hardships they suffered under the past. 

Mr. Oswald rests here awhile by my advice, as I 
think his presence likely to be useful. With great 
and sincere respect, I have the honor to be, my 
Lord, your Lordship's, &c. &c. B. Franklin. 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 165 

And I sent them to Mr. Grenville with the follow- 
ing note. 

" Mr. Franklin presents his compliments to Mr. 
Grenville, with thanks for the information of his 
courier's departure, and his kind oflfer of forwarding 
Mr. F.'s letters, who accepts the favor, and encloses 
two. 

'* The Marquis de la Fayette and Mr. Oswald will 
do Mr. Franklin the honor of breakfasting with him 
to-morrow between 9 and 10 o'clock. Mr. Franklin 
will be happy to have the company also of Mr. Gren- 
ville, if agreeable to him. He should have waited 
on Mr. Grenville to-day at Paris, but he imagined 
Mr. G. was at Versailles. 

** Passy, Friday evening. May 10." 

To which Mr. G. sent me this answer. 

"Mr. Grenville presents his compliments to 
Mr. Franklin, and will with great pleasure do him- 
self the honor of breakfasting with Mr. Franklin to- 
morrow between 9 and 10 o'clock. 

**Mr. Grenville was at Versailles to-day, and 
should have been sorry that Mr. Franklin should 
have given himself the trouble of calling at Paris 
this morning. The courier shall certainly take par- 
ticular care of Mr. Franklin's letters. 

** Paris, Friday evening." 

The gentlemen all met accordingly, had a good 
deal of conversation at and after breakfast, staid till 
after one o'clock, and parted much pleased with 
each other. 

The Monday following I called to visit Mr. G., and 
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found him with Mr. Oswald, who told me he was 
just about returning to London. I was a littte sur- 
prised at the suddenness of the resolution he had 
taken, it being as he said to set out the next morning 
early. I conceived the gentlemen were engaged in 
business, so I withdrew, and went to write a few 
letters, among which was the following to Lord 
Shelburne, being really concerned at the thought of 
losing so good a man as Mr. Oswald. 

TO LORD SHELBURNE. 

My Lord, Passy, May 13, 1782. 

I did myself the honor of writing to your Lord- 
ship a few days since by Mr. Grenville's courier, 
acknowledging the receipt of yours of the 28th past 
by Mr. Oswald. I then hoped that gentleman 
would have remained here some time, but his affairs 
it seems recall him sooner than he imagined. I hope 
he will return again, as I esteem him more, the 
more I am acquainted with him, and believe his 
moderation, prudent counsels, and sqund judgment 
may contribute much, not only to the speedy con- 
clusion of a p^ce> but to the frs^miog . such a .peace 
as may be firm and long-lasting. With great re- 
spect, I am, your Lordship's most obedient and most 
humble ^ryant, B. Fivan^lin. 

I went in the evening to Mr. Oswald's lodging 
with my letters ; when he informed me his intention 
was to return immediately hither from England; 
and to make the more dispatch in going asd return- 
ing, he should leave his carriage .at Calais, as the 
embarking and debarking of carriages in the packet- 
boats often ^occasioned a tide's delay. I jdid not 
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inquire the reason of this movement. We had but 
little conversation, for Mr. Grenville cdming in, I 
soon after wished him a good journey and retired, 
that I might not interrupt their consultations. 

Since his departure Mr. Grenville has made me a 
visit ; and entering into a conversation with me, 
exactly of the same tenor with the letters I formerly 
received from Mr. Hartley, stating suppositions that 
France might insist on points totally different from 
what had been the object of our alliance, and that in 
such case he should imagine we were not at all 
bound to continue the war to obtain such points for 
her, &c. I thought I could not give him a better 
answer to this kind of discourse than what I had 
given in two letters to Mr. Hartley, and therefore 
calling for those letters I read them to him. He 
smiled, and would have turned the conversation: 
but I gave a little naore of my sentiments on the 
general subject of benefits, obligation, and gratitude. 
I said I thought people had often imperfect notions 
of their duty on those points, and that a state of 
obligation was to many so uneasy a state, that they 
became ingenious in finding out reasons and argu- 
ments to prove they had been laid under no obliga- 
tion at all, or that they had discharged it : and they 
too easily satisfied themselves with such arguments. 
To explain clearly my ideas on the subject, I stated 
a case. A. a stranger to B. sees him about to be 
imprisoned for debt by a merciless creditor. He 
lends him the sum necessary to preserve his liberty. 
B. then becomes the debtor o£ A. and after some 
time repays the money. Has he then discharged the 
obligation? No. He has discharged the money 
debt, but the obligation remains, and he isf debtor for 
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the kindness of A. in lending the same so seasonably. 
If B. should afterwards find A. in the same circum- 
stances, that he, B., had been in when A. lent him 
the money, he may then discharge this obligation or 
debt of kindness in part by lending him an equal 
sum. In part, I said, and not wholly, because when 
A. lent B. the money, there had been no prior benefit 
received to induce him to it. And therefore if A. 
should a second time need the same assistance, I 
thought B., if in his power, was in duty bound to 
afford it to him. Mr. Grenville conceived that I 
was carrying gratitude very far, to apply this doctrine 
to our situation in respect to France ; who was really 
the party served and obliged by our separation from 
England, as it lessened the power of her rival and 
increased her own. 1 told him I was so strongly 
impressed with the kind assistance afforded us by 
France in our distress, and the generous and noble 
manner in which it was granted without exacting or 
stipulating for a single privilege or particular advan- 
tage to herself in our commerce or otherwise ; that I 
could never suffer myself to think of such reasonings 
for lessening the obligation, and I hoped, and indeed 
did not doubt, but my countrymen were all of the 
same sentiments. Thus he gained nothing of the 
point he came to push ; we parted however in good 
humour. His conversation is always polite and his 
manner pleasing. 

As he expressed a strong desire to discourse with 
me on the means of a reconciliation with America, I 
promised to consider the subject, and * appointed 
Saturday the 1st of June for our conversation, when 
he proposed to call on me. 

The same day I received another letter from my 
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old friend Mr. Hartley. Our former correspondence 
on the subject of peace since the beginning of this 
year, I have kept by itself, as it preceded this, was 
in the time of the old ministry, and consisted wholly 
of letters unmixed with personal conversation. This 
being the first letter from him under the new ministry, 
and as it may be followed by others which may re- 
late to the negotiation, I insert it here, with my 
answer, and shall continue to insert the future 
letters I may receive from him relative to the same 
subject. 

TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My DEAR Friend, London, May 3, 1782. 

I write to you only one line, just to inform you 
that a general order is issued, by our government, 
for the release of all the American prisoners every 
where. I have had this from Lord Shelburne, who 
informed me that the order was not partial or con- 
ditional, but general and absolute. I heartily con- 
gratulate you upon this first step towards sweet recon- 
ciliation. I hope other things will follow. I have 
had a long conversation with Lord Shelburne, re- 
lating to America, in which he expressed himself in 
most favorable terms. I shall have the honor of 
seeing and conversing with him again. But at pre- 
sent, as you know, certain matters are depending 
from your side of the water. Mr. Laurens is en- 
tirely at liberty. I see him very frequently, and 
when you see him he will tell you many things from 
me, which have occurred to me in the course of my 
poor endeavors to promote the cause of peace. Da 
pacem, Domine, in diebus nostris. Your affectionate, 
&c. D. Hartley. 
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TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 

My dear Fribnd, Passy , May 13, 1782. 

I have jtist received your favor of the 3rd instant. 
I thank you much for the good news you give me, 
that ** aa order is issued by your government for the 
release of all the American prisoners every where, an 
order not partial or conditional, but general and abso- 
lute." I rejoice with you in this step not only on 
account of the unhappy captives, who by it will be 
set at liberty, and restored to their friends and 
families, but as I think it will tend greatly towards 
a reconciliation, on which alone the hope of a durable 
peace can be founded. I am much indebted to 
your good brother, for a very kind and obliging letter, 
which was mislaid when it should have been answer-^ 
ed. I beg you would present to him my thankful 
acknowledgments, and my very sincere respectsl. I 
join with you most heartily in the prayef that ends 
your letter. Da pacem, Domine, in diebus nostfis ! I 
am ever, my friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FfTANKLIN. 

Our business standing still at pr6i^nt till the re- 
turn of Mr. Oswald, gives me a void ttet I may fill 
up with two or three circumstahces, not at present 
connected with this intended treafy, but which 
serve to show something of the dispositimi ef courts, 
who have, or may have, a coflcern in it. 

Mr. Jay had written to me from time ta time of 
the unaccountabte delays he had met with since his 
residence at the court of Spain, and that he was now 
nb nearer in the business he had been chttfged witii 
than When tie* first arrived. Upon the first comiitg 
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of Mr. Oswald, and the apparent prospect of a 
treaty, I wrote to press his coming hither ; and being 
a little out of humour with that court, I said, ' they 
have taken four years to consider whether they 
should treat with us, give them forty, and let us mind 
our own business ;' and I sent the letter under cover 
to a person at Madrid, who I hoped would open and 
read it. It seems to me that we have in most in- 
stances hurt our credit and importance, by lending 
all over Europe begging alliances, and soliciting de- 
clarations of our independence. The nations, perhaps, 
thence seem to think, that our independence is some- 
thing they have to sell, and that we do not offer 
enough for it. Mr. Adams has succeeded in Holland, 
owing to their war with England, and a good deal to 
the late votes in the Commons towards a reconcilia- 
tion ; but the ministers of the other Powers refused, 
as I hear, to return his visits, because our indepen- 
dence was not yet acknowledged by their courts. I 
had heard here by good luck, that the same resolu- 
tion was taken by several of them not to return the 
visits I should make them (as they supposed) when 
I was first received here as Minister Plenipotentiary, 
and I disappointed their project by visiting none of 
them. In my private opinion the first civility is due 
from the old resident to the stranger and new comer. 
My opinion indeed is good for nothing against cus- 
tom, which I should have obeyed, but for the cir- 
cumstances, that rendered it more prudent to avoid 
disputes and affronts, though at the hazard of being 
thought rude or singular. While I am writing, 
something ridiculous enough on this head has hap- 
pened to me. The Comte du Nord, who is son to 
the Empress of Russia, arriving at Paris, ordered, it 
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seems, cards of visit to be sent to all the foreign 
ministers. One of them, on which was written Lb 

COMTE DU NORD ET LE PrINCE BaRIATINSKI, WRS 

brought to me. . It was on Monday evening last. 
Being at court the next day, I inquired of an old 
mi^ister^ my friend, what was the etiquette, and 
whether the Comte received visits. The answer 
was, Non. Oh se fait Scrire. Voilh tout* This is 
done here by ' passing the door, and ordering your 
name to be written in the porter's book. Accord- 
ingly, on Wednesday I passed the house of Prince 
Bariatinski, ambassador of Russia, where the Comte 
lodged, and left my name on the list of each. I 
thought no more of the matter. But this day. May 
24, comes the servant who brought the card, and in 
a great affliction, saying he was like to be ruined by 
his mistake in bringing the card here, and wishing 
to obtain from me some paper of I know not what 
kind, for I did not see him. In the afternoon came 
my friend, Mr. Le Roy, who is also a friend of the 
Prince's, telling me how much he, the Prince, was 
concerned at Uie accident; that both himself and 
the Comte had great personal regard for me, and my 
character, but that our independence not yet being 
acknowledged by the court of Russia, it was im- 
possible for him to permit himself to make me a 
visit as minister. I told Mr. Le Roy it was not my 
cuistom to seek such honors, though I was very sensi- 
ble of them when conferred upon me ; that I should 
not have voluntarily intruded a visit ; and that in 
this case I had only done what I was informed the 
etiquette required of me. But if it would be attend- 
ed with any inconvenience to Prince Bariatinski, 
whom I much esteemed and respected, I thought 
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the remedy waa easy ; he had only to raze my name 
out of his book of visits received, and I would burn 
their card. 

All the northern princes are not ashamed of a 
little civility committed towards an American. The 
King of Denmark travelling in England under an 
assumed name, sent me a card expressing in strong 
terms his esteem for me, and inviting me to dinner 
with him at St. James's. And the ambassador from 
the King of Sweden lately asked me whether I had 
powers to make a treaty of commerce with their 
kingdom, for he said his master was desirous of such 
a treaty with the United States, had directed him to 
ask me the question, and had charged him to tell me, 
that it would flatter him greatly to make it with a 
person whose character he so much esteemed, &:c. 
Such compliments might probably make me a little 
proud, if we Americans were not naturally as much 
so already as the porter, who being told he had with 
his burthen jostled the great Czar Peter, (then in 
London, walking the street,) poh ! said he, we are all 
Czars here. 

I did not write by Mr. Oswald to Mr. Laurens, 
because from some expressions in his last to me, I 
e^cpected him here, and I desired Mr. Oswald, if he 
found him still in London, or met him on the road, 
to give him that reason. I am disappointed in my 
expectation, for T have now received (May 25) the 
foUc^^g letter from him. 

Sir, Ostend, May 17, 1782, 

I had the honor of addressing you under the 
30th ultimo by post, a duplicate of which will ac- 
cQ^ipany this in order to guard against the effect of 
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a miscarriage in the first instance, and I beg leave 
to refer to the contents. 

On the 10th current, and no sooner, your very 
obliging favor of the 20th preceding reached me in 
London. Being then on the point of leaving that 
place, I deferred a reply until my arrival on this 
side ; this happened yesterday too late to catch the 
post of the day, except by a single letter, put into 
my hands, I believe, by Doctor Price, which I sent 
forward. I sincerely and heartily thank you. Sir, 
for the cordial contents of your last letter ; but from 
the most mature reflection, and taking in considera- 
tion my present very infirm state of health, I have 
resolved to decline accepting the honor intended me 
by congress in the commission for treating with 
Great Britain ; and I find the less difficulty in coming 
to this determination from a persuasion in my own 
mind that my assistance is not essential, and that it 
was not the view or expectation of our constituents 
that every one named in the commission should act. 
I purpose to repair to, or near to, Mr. Adams, and 
inquire of him, whether I may yet be serviceable under 
the commission to which I had been first appointed, 
that for borrowing money for the use of the United 
States; if he speaks in the affirmative, I shall, 
though much against my own grain, as is well known 
at our little court, proceed in the mission with dili- 
gence and fidelity ; otherwise T shall take a conve- 
nient opportunity of returning to give an account 
there, of having in the course of two years and up- 
wards done nothing, excepting only the making a 
great number of rebels in the enemy's country, and 
reconciling thousands to the doctrine of absolute and 
unlimited independence — a doctrine which I asserted 
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and maintained with as much freedom in the Tower 
of London^ as ever I had done in the State House at 
Philadelphia, and having contentedly submitted to 
the loss of my estate, and being ready to lay down 
my life in support of it, I had the satisfaction of per- 
ceiving the coming in of converts every day. I 
must not however conclude this head without as- 
suring you, that should you think proper to ask 
questions respecting American commerce, or the 
interest of any particular state, I will answer with 
candor, and the best judgment I am possessed of, 
but of that judgment I sincerely protest I have the 
utmost diffidence. God prosper your proceedings 
in the great work ; you shall be called blessed by 
all the grateful of the present generation, and your 
name will be celebrated by posterity. I feel myself 
happy in reflecting that in the great outlines for 
treaty our opinions exactly coincide, that we shall 
not want the countenance and assistance of our great 
and good ally, and that you have so honest a man 
as Mr. Oswald to deal with for preliminaries. I 
know him to be superior to all chicanery, and am 
sure he will not defile his mind by attempting any 
dirty thing. 

I intreat you. Sir, to present my humble respects 
to M. de Vergennes, and thank his Excellency for 
his polite expressions respecting me ; and be so good 
as to say all that shall appear necessary in excuse 
for my non-appearance at his court. 

Lord Cornwallis called on me the day before I 
left London, and was, as you may suppose, very 
anxious to know when he might probably hear from 
me on the subject of his release : let me therefore 
request your opinion in answer to what I had the 
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honor of writing in my last concerning that affair. 
I wish it may prove satisfactory to his lordship, by 
enabling me, with your consent and concurrence, to 
cancel a debt which does not sit easy upon, and 
which cannot with honor to, our country, remain 
unpaid. I think we shall not, 'tis impossible we 
should, incur displeasure, by doing an act of common 
justice, and our authority may be fairly implied. 

His lordship declares he has no intention of re- 
turning to America, but desires to be reinstated in 
his legislative and military characters in hi^ own 
country, and I am of opinion that in the former sta- 
tion he will be rather friendly to us than otherwise : 
for my owii part, if the war continues, I should not 
be uneasy if his lordship were to go to Chesapeak 
again. 

I have a thousand compliments and good wishes 
to present to you from friends in England, where 
males and females I am sure you have at least so 
many, your own remembrance will lead you to in- 
dividuals of your old acquaintance. To-morrow I 
intend to proceed for Brussels, and thence probably 
to the Hague and Amsterdam. My movements 
must unavoidably be as slow as water carriage. My 
weak under-limbs cannot bear continual thumping 
on the pavement in the rough machines of this coun- 
try, and the feebleness of my pocket will not admit 
the indulgence of a more convenient vehicle. I beg, 
Sir, you will write to me at the house of Mr. Edmund 
Jennings, or under the protection of any other friend 
in that city, who will be at the trouble of finding 
out a voyageur who is at all times and in all places, 
with the highest esteem and respect. Sir, your obe- 
dient and most humble servant, 

Henry Laurens. 
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To tbe above I wrote the following answer. 

TO PRESIDENT HENRY LAURENS, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, May 25, 1782. 

I am now honored with yours of the 17th. I 
had before received one of the 7th, which remained 
unanswered, because from the words in it, ' * when I 
reach the continent, which will probably happen in 
a few days," I flattered myself with the pleasure of 
seeing you here. That hope is disappointed by your 
last, in which you tell me you are determined not to 
act in the commission for treating of peace with 
Britain. I regret your taking this resolution ; prin- 
cipally because I am persuaded your assistance must 
have been of great service to your country. But I 
have besides some private or particular reasons that 
relate to myself. To encourage me in the arduous 
task, you kindly tell me I shall be called blessed, S^c. 
I have never yet known of a peace made, that did 
not occasion a great deal of popular discontent, cla- 
mour and censure on both sides. This is perhaps 
owing to the usual management of the ministers and 
leaders of the contending nations, who, to keep up 
the spirits of their people for continuing the war, 
generally represent the state of their own affairs in 
a better light, and that of the enemy in a worse, 
than is consistent with the truth : hence the popu- 
lace on each side expect better terms llian really can 
be obtained ; and are apt to ascribe their disappoint- 
ment to treachery. Thus the peace of Utrecht, and 
that of Aix la Chapelle, were said in England to 
have been influenced by French gold, and in France 
by English guineas. Even the last peace, the most 
advantageous and glorious for England that ever she 
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made, was, you may remember, violently decried, 
and the makers as violently abused. So that the 
blessing promised to peace-makers, I fancy, relates 
to the next world, for in this they seem to have a 
greater chance of being cursed. And as another 
text observes that " in the multitude of counsellors there 
is safety^' which I think may mean safety to the 
counsellors as well as to the counselled, because if 
they commit a fault in counselling, the blame does 
not fall on one or a few, but is divided among many, 
and the share of each is so much the lighter, or per- 
haps because when a number of honest men are con- 
cerned, the suspicion of their being biassed is weaker 
as being more improbable ; or because defendit nume- 
rus : for all these reasons, but especially for the sup- 
port your established character of integrity would 
afford me against the attacks of my enemies ; if this 
treaty takes place, and I am to act in it, I wish for 
your presence, and for the presence of as many of 
the commissioners as possible, and I hope you will 
re-consider and change your rescdution. In the 
mean time, as you have had opportunities of con- 
versing with the new ministers^ and other leading 
people in England, and of learning their sentiments 
relating to terms of peace, &c., I request you would 
inform me by letters of what you think important. 
Letters from you will come safer by the court courier 
than by the post; and I desire you would, if you 
should determine not to act, communicate to me 
your ideas of the terms to be insisted on, and 
the points to be attended to, respecting commerce, 
fisheries, boundaries, and every other material cir- 
cumstance that may be of importance to all or any 
of the United States. 
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Lord Shelburne having written to me on the sub- 
ject of the wished-for peace, I acquainted him in my 
answer sent by our friend Mr. Oswald, that you 
were one of the commissioners appointed by Con- 
gress to treat with Britain, and that I imagined his 
Lordship would therefore think it proper to discharge 
you entirely from the obligations you entered into 
when you were admitted to bail, that you might be 
at liberty to act freely in the commission. He wrote 
to me in reply that you were accordingly discharged 
immediately. His Lordship mentioned nothing of 
any exchange being jexpected for you ; nevertheless 
I honor your sensibility on the point, and your con- 
cern for the credit of America, that she should not be 
outdone in generosity by Britain, and will cheerfully 
join with you in any act that you may think proper 
to discharge in return for the parole of Lord Corn- 
wallis, as far as in our power may lie ; but as we 
have no express authority for that purpose, and the 
Congress may possibly in the mean time have made 
some other arrangement relative to his exchange, I 
conceive that our act should contain a clause reser- 
ving to Congress the final approbation or disallowance 
of the proceeding. And I have some doubt whether 
Lord Cornwallis will think himself well freed from 
his engagement and at liberty to exercise his mili- 
tary employments, by virtue of any concessions in 
his favor, made by persons who are not vested with 
authority for that purpose. So that on the whole 
perhaps the best and surest way will be our writing 
immediately to Congress, and strongly recommend- 
ing the measure. However, I will do what you 
shall think best. 

I heartily wish you success in any endeavours 
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you may use in Holland for raising a loan of money. 
We have pressed rather hard on this court, and we 
still want more than they can conveniently spare us. 
But I am sorry that too scrupulous a regard to our 
wants and difficulties should induce you, under the 
present infirmity of your lower limbs, to deny your- 
self the necessary comfort of an easy carriage, rather 
than make any use of the public assistance, when 
the public must be in your debt. I beg you would 
get over that difficulty and take of me what you may 
have occasion for. 

The letter you forwarded to me, was from Ame» 
rica's constant friend the good Bishop of St. Asaph. 
He speaks of you in terms of the highest esteem and 
respect. 

Mr. Oswald is gone back to London, but intended 
to return immediately. Mr. Grenville remains here, 
and has received power to treat, but no fyjtthet steps 
cat) be taken till Spain and Holland have impowered 
ministers fpr the sam^e purpose. I shall infiDrm you 
and Mr. Adams, (if he does not come) of the proceed- 
iAgs from time to time, and request jour counsels in 
case of any difficulty. 

1 hope you will not think of hazarding a return to 
America, bqfore a peace, if we find any hopes of its 
being soon obtained. And that if you do not find 
you can be usefiil in the manner you wish in Hd^ 
land, you will make me happy by your company 
and counsels here. 

With great ai»l sincere esiteem, I have the honor 
to be^ Sir, &c. dec. B. Franklin. 

May 26, I received the following note from Mr; 
Hartley. 
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FROM DAVID HARTL£Y| ESO. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dear Friend, LoBdon, May 18. 1782. 

I writ to you a long letter dated May 1, 1782, 
.by Mr. Laurens, who left Loudon on Saturday last, 
but I will add a few lines now by a conveyance 
which will I believe overtake him, just to tell you 
two or three things which I believe I omitted in my 
last. Perhaps they may not be of any consequence, 
but as they relate to my own conduct, I would wish 
to have you understand them. After several con* 
ferences with the late ministry I gave in the paper 
called the Breviate on the 7th of February ; but I 
never feceived any answer from them. They re- 
signed on the 20th of March. Upon the accession 
of the new ministry I heard nothing from them upon 
the subject ; nor did I apply to them* I did not 
know whether that paper would not come into their 
hands by succession, and I doubted whether it might 
not be more proper for me to wait tiU I heard from 
them. While I remained doubtful about this. Ire* 
ceived your letters, which determined me to go to 
Lord Shelburne. (This was about the beginning of 
the present month.) I communicated to him some 
extracts, such as those about the prisoners, &c., ajid 
likewise the whole of your letter of the 1 3th of April, 
contakiing the offer oi the late mini^ry, the King of 
France's answer, together with your reflections on 
the conclusion respecting peace. As you had given 
me a general permission, I left with him a copy of 
the whole letter. Upon the occasion of this inter- 
view Lord Shelburne told me that he had mzde much 
inquiry in the offices for the correspondences and pa- 
pers which had passed between the late n^ni^try and 
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me, but that he could not meet with them. He ex* 
pressed a regret that he had not conversed with me 
at an earlier day ; with many civilities of that kind. 
In short I had been backward to intrude myself, and 
he expressed regret that he had not sent to me. 
Upon this opening on his part, I stated to him the 
substance of what had passed between the late 
ministry and myself, and I left a copy of the Breviate 
with him. He gave me a very attentive audience, 
and I took that opportunity of stating my sentiments 
to him, as far as I could, upon every view of the 
question. Upon his expressing regret that he had 
not seen me sooner, I told hkn that I always had 
been, and always should be, most ready to give any 
assistance in my power towards the work of peace. 
I say the same to you: I do not believe that there 
is any difference in sentiment between you and me 
personally, in our own minds upon independence, 
&c. &c. But we belong to different communities, 
and the ri^ht of judgment or of consent and dissent 
is vested in the community. Divide independence 
into six millions of shares, and you should have been 
heartily welcome to my share from the very beginning 
of the war. Divide Canada into six millions of 
shares, I could find a better method of disposing of 
my share, than by offering it to France to abandon 
America. Divide the rock of Gibraltar into six mil- 
lions of pieces, I can only answer for one portion. 
Let reason and equity decide in any such case, as 
universal umpires between contending parties, and 
those who wish well to the permanent peace of man- 
kind will not refuse to give and to receive equal 
justice. 

I agree with you, that the equitable and philoso- 
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phical principles of politics can alone form a solid 
foundation of permanent peace, and that the contra- 
ries to them, though highly patronized by nations 
themselves, and their ministers, are no better than 
vulgar errors. But nations are slow to conviction 
from the personal arguments of individuals. They 
are *' jealous in honor, seeking that bubble reputa- 
tion even in the cannon's mouth." But until a con- 
firmed Millennium founded upon wiser principles 
shall be generally established, the reputation of na- 
tions is not merely a bubble. It forms their real 
security. To apply this all in one word, let all na- 
tions agree with one accord to beat their swords into 
plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
or — ^give me wooden walls to Great Britain. I have 
nothing farther to add. My reason for writing this 
was just to communicate to you, in what position I 
had delivered over my conference and arguments 
with the late ministry into the hands of the present. 
And I will conclude with your own words: May 
God send us all more wisdom ! I am ever most af- 
fectionately yours, D. Hartley. 

FROM DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M. P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My DEAR Friend, London, May 25, 1782. 

Yours of the 1 3th instant I received by Mr. Os- 
wald. I did not doubt but that the news of a gene- 
ral and absolute release of the American prisoners 
which Lord Shelburne was so good to communicate 
to me, in answer to that part of your letter of the 
6th of April, in which you speak so pathetically of 
sweet reconciliation y would give you much sincere and 
heartfelt pleasure. God send that it may be the 
happy omen of final reconciliation and durable peace. 
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I should be yery happy to bear that good news from 
you, and in any way to contribute to it. Having on 
that subject communicated the preliminaries dated 
May 1782, to Lord Shelburne, you may be assured 
that I have no reservations upon that head respecting 
America, in any circumstances or condition whatever. 
You know all my thoughts upon that subject, and 
the principles upon which they are founded, and 
therefore that they are not changeable. 

It would give me the greatest pleasure if I could 
hope for any opportunity of seeing you. I could say 
many things which are otherwise incommunicable, 
and which perhaps would contribute to facilitate the 
road to peace. I think I see, in many parts, much 
matter to work with, out of- which a peace, honorable 
to all parties, and upon durable principles, might be 
established. — No degrading or mortifying conditions^ 
to shorten peace y and rekindle war. Perhapis I might 
not say too much if I were to add that simply the 
adoption of reason among nations, and the mere rec- 
tification of obsolete and gothic absurdities, which 
carry no gratification, would afford a fund o( remu- 
neration to all parties for renouncing those objects of 
mutual contention, which, in the eye ofreason^ are no 
better than creatures of passion, jealousy and false 
pride. Until the principles of reason and equity 
shall be adopted in national transactions, peace will 
not be durable amongst men. 

These are reflecticms general to all nations. As to 
the mutual concerns between G. B. and N. A.,* re- 
conciliation is the touchstone to pfove those hearts 

• Initials for Great Britain and North America, and some- 
times used as signatures by Mr. Hartley and Dr. Franklin in 
their correspondence. 
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which are without alloy. If I can be of any assis- 
tance to you in any communications or explanations 
conducive to peace, you may comnaand my utmost 
services. Even if a French minister were to over- 
hear such an offer, let him not take it in jealous part. 
Zealously and affectionately attached to my own 
country and to America, I am nevertheless most 
perfectly of accord with you, that justice and honor 
should be observed towards all nations. Mr. Oswald 
will do me the favor to convey this to you. I heartily 
wish him success in his pacific embassy. Yours 
ever most affectionately, G. B. 

FROM LORD SHELBURNE TO B. FRANKLIN, ESQ. 
Sir, Whitehall, May 21, 1782. 

I am honored with your letter of the 11th instant, 
and am very glad to find, that the conduct which 
the king has impowered me to observe towards Mr. 
Laurens and the American prisoners, has. given you 
pleasure. 

I have signified to Mr. Oswald his Majesty's plea- 
sure, that he shall continue at Paris till he receives 
orders from hence to return. 

In the present state of this business there is no- 
thing left for me to add but my sincere wishes for a 
happy issue, and to repeat my assurances, that no- 
thing shall be wanting on my part, which can con- 
tribute to it. 

I have the honor to be, with very great regard. 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant. 

Shelburne. 

from lord shelburne to b. franklin, esq. 

Sib, Whitehall, May 26. 1782. 

I have the honor to receive your letter of the 13th 
of May by Mr. Oswald. 
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It gives me great pleasure to find my opinion of 
the moderation, prudence, and judgment of that 
gentleman confirmed by your concurrence. For I 
am glad to assure you, that we likewise concur in 
hoping that those qualities may enable him to con- 
tribute to the speedy conclusion of a peace, and such 
a peace as may be firm and long-lasting. In that 
hope he has the king's orders to return immediately 
to Paris, and you will find him, I trust, properly in- 
structed to co-operate to so desirable an object. 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere respect 
and esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, Shelburne. 

I had not then time to converse with Mr. Oswald, 
and he promised to come and breakfast with me on 
Monday. 

Saturday, June 1st, Mr. Grenville came according 
to appointment. Our conversation began by my 
acquainting him that I had seen M. de Vergennes, 
and had perused the copy left with him of the power 
to treat. That after what Mr. Grenville had told me, 
of its being to treat with France and her allies, I was 
a little surprised to find in it no mention of the allies, 
and that it was only to treat with the king of France 
and his ministers : that at Versailles there was some 
suspicion of its being intended to occasion delay, the 
professed desire of speedy peace being perhaps 
abated in the British court since its late successes ; 
but that I imagined the words relating to the allies 
might have been accidentally omitted in transcribing, 
or that perhaps he had a special power to treat with 
us distinct from the other. He answered, that the 
copy was right, and that he had no such special 
power in form, but that his instructions were full to 
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that purpose, and that he was sure the ministers had 
no desire of delay, nor any of excluding us froni the 
treaty, since the greatest part of those instructions 
related to treating with me. That to convince me of 
the sincerity of his court respecting us, he would 
acquaint me with one of his instructions, though 
perhaps the doing it now was premature, and there- 
fore a little inconsistent with the character of a poli- 
tician, but he had that confidence in me, that he 
should not hesitate to inform me, (though he wished 
that at present it should go no farther,) he was in- 
structed to acknowledge the independence of Ame- 
rica, previous to the commencement of the treaty. 
And he said, he could only account for the omission 
of America in the power, by supposing that it was 
an old oflScial form copied from that given to Mr. 
Stanley when he came over hither before the last 
peace. Mr. Grenville added, that he had, imme- 
diately after his interview with M. de Vergennes, 
dispatched a courier to London, and hoped that with 
his return the diflSculty would be removed. That he 
was perfectly assured their late success had made no 
change in the disposition of his court to peace ; and 
that he had more reason than M. de Vergennes to 
complain of delay, since five days were spent before 
he could obtain a passport for his courier, and then 
it was not to go and return by way of Calais, but to 
go by Ostend, which would occasion a delay of five 
days longer. Mr. Grenville then spoke much of the 
high opinion the present ministry had of me, and 
their great esteem for me ; their desire of a perfect 
reconciliation between the two countries, and the 
firm and general belief in England, that no man was 
so capable as myself of proposing the proper means 
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of bringing about such a reconciliation; adding, 
that if the old ministers had formerly been too little 
attentive to my counsels, the present were very dif- 
ferently disposed, and he hoped that in treating with 
them I would totally forget their predecessors. The 
time has been when such flattering language from 
great men might have made me vainer, and had more 
effect on my conduct than it can at present, when I 
find myself so near the end of life, as to esteem 
lightly all personal interests and concerns, except 
that of maintaining to the last, and leaving behind 
me, the tolerably good character I have hitherto 
supported. 

Mr. G. then discoursed of our resolution not to 
treat without our allies. This, says he, can properly 
only relate to France, with whom you have a treaty 
of alliance, but you have none with Spain, you hav6 
none with Holland. If Spain and Holland, and even 
if France should insist on unreasonable terms of ad^ 
vantage to themselves, after you have obtained all 
you want, and are satisfied, can it be right that 
America should be dragged on in a war of their in- 
terests only ? He stated this matter in various lights, 
and pressed it earnestly. I resolved from variou$ 
reasons to evade the discussion, therefore answered, 
that the intended treaty not being yet begun, it ap- 
peared unnecessary to enter at present into con- 
siderations of that kind. The preliminaries being 
once settled and the treaty commenced, if any of the 
other powers should make extravagant demands on 
England, and insist on our continuing the war tiU 
those were complied with, it would then be time 
enough for us to consider what our obligations were, 
and how far they extended. The first thing necea- 
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isary was for him to procure the full powers, the next 
far us to assemble the plenipotentiaries of all the 
belligerent parties, and then propositions might be 
mutually made, received, considered, answered, or 
agreed to. In the mean time I would just mention 
to him, that though we were yet under no obliga- 
tions to Spain by treaty, we were under obligations 
of gratitude for the assistance she had afforded us ; 
and as Mr. Adams had some weeks since commenced 
a treaty in Holland, the terms of which I was not yet 
acquainted with, I knew not but that we might 
have already some alliance and obligations con- 
tracted there. And perhaps we ought however to 
have some consideration for Holland on this account; 
that it was in vengeance for the friendly dispositions 
shown by some of her people to make a treaty of 
commerce with us, that England had declared 4^ 
war against her* He said, it would be hard upon 
England, if having given reasonable satisfaction to 
one or two of her four enemies, she could *not have 
peace with those till she had complied with what- 
ever the others might demand, however unreason- 
able; for so she paight be obliged to pay for every 
article fburfpld. I observed that when she made 
her propositions, the more advantageous they were 
to each, the more it would be the interest of ^ach to 
prevail with the others to accept those offered to 
them. We then spoke of the reconciliation ; but his 
full power not being yet come, I chose to ^efcr en- 
tering upon that subject at present. I told ham I had 
t|ioughts of putting down in writing the particulars 
that I judged would conduce to that end, and of 
adding my reasons ; that this required a little time, 
and I had been hindered by accidents, which was 
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true, for I had begun to write, but had postponed it on 
account of his defective power to treat. But I pro- 
mised to finish it as soon as possible. He pressed me 
earnestly to do it, saying, an expression of mine in 
a former conversation, that " there still remained 
roots of good will in America towards England, which 
if properly taken care of might produce a reconcilia- 
tion," had made a great impression on his mind, and 
given him infinite pleasure, and he hoped I would 
not neglect furnishing him with the information of 
what would be necessary to nourish those roots, and 
could assure me, that my advice would be greatly 
regarded. 

Mr. Grenville had shown me at our last interview 
a letter from the Duke of Richmond to him, request- 
ing him to prevail with me to disengage a Captain 
Macleod of the artillery from his parole, the Duke's 
brother, Lord George Lenox, being appointed to the 
command of Portsmouth, and desiring to have him as 
his aide-de-camp. I had promised to consider of it, 
and this morning I sent him the following letter : 

Sir, Passy, May31, 1782. 

I do not find that I have any express authority 
to absolve a parole given by an English oflScer in 
America. But desirous of complying with a request 
of the Duke of Richmond as far as in my power, and 
being confident that the Congress will be pleased 
with whatever may oblige a personage they so much 
respect, I do hereby consent that Captain Macleod 
serve in his military capacity, in England only, till 
the pleasure of the Congress is known, to whom I 
will write immediately, and who I make no doubt 
will discharge him entirely. I have the honor to be, 
&c. &c. B. Franklin. 
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America had been constantly befriended in par- 
liament by the Duke of Richmond, and I believed the 
Congress would not be displeased that this opportu- 
nity was taken of obliging him, and that they would 
by their approbation supply the deficiency of my 
power. Besides, I could not well refuse it after 
what had passed between Mr. Laurens and me, and 
what I had promised to do for the satisfaction of that 
gentleman. 

Sunday, June 2. The Marquis de la Fayette called 
and dined with me. He is uneasy about the delay, as 
he cannot resolve concerning his voyage to America, 
till some certainty appears of there being a treaty, or 
no treaty. 

This day I wrote the following letter to Mr. Adams : 

Sir, Passy, June 2, 1782. 

Since mine of May 8, I have not had any thing 
material to communicate to your Excellency. Mr. 
Grenville indeed arrived just after I had dispatched 
that letter, and I introduced him to M. deVergennes; 
but as his mission seemed only a repetition of that 
by Mr. Oswald, the same declarations of the King of 
England's sincere desire of peace, and. willingness to 
treat of a general pacification with all the powers at 
war, and to treat at Paris, which were answered by 
the same declarations of the good dispositions of this 
court ; and that it could not treat without the con- 
currence of its allies, I omitted writing till something 
should be produced from a kind of agreement, that 
M. de Vergennes would acquaint Spain and Holland 
of the overture, and that Mr. Grenville would write 
for full powers to treat and make propositions, &c. 
nothing of importance being in the mean time to be 
transacted. 
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M r. Grenville accordingly dispatched a messenger 
for London, who returned in about twelve days. Mr. 
G. called on me after having been at Versailles, and 
acquainted me, that he had received the power, and 
had left a copy of it with M. de Vergennes, and that 
he was thereby authorised to tieat with France and 
her allies. The next time I went to Versailles I de- 
sired to see that copy, and was surprised to find in 
it no mention of the allies of France or any one of 
them ; and on speaking with M. de Vergennes about 
it, I found he began to look upon the whole as a 
piece of artifice to amuse us, and gain time, since he 
had uniformly declared to every agent who had ap- 
peared here, viz. to Forth, Oswald, and Grenville, 
that the King would not treat without the concur- 
rence of his allies, and yet England had given a 
power to treat with France only, which showed that 
•she did not intend to treat at all, but meant to con- 
tinue the war. I had not till yesterday an opportu- 
nity of talking with Mr. Grenville on the subject, and 
expressing my wonder, after what he told me, that 
there should be no mention made of our states in his 
commission ; he could not explain this to my satis- 
faction, but said he believed the omission was occa- 
sioned by their copying an old commission given to 
Mr. Stanley at the last treaty of peace, for that he 
was sure the intention was, that he should treat with 
us, his instructions being fully to that purpose. I 
acquainted him that I thought a special commission; 
was necessary, without which w« could not treat 
with him. I imagine that there is a reluctance in 
their King to take this first step» as the giving such 
a eommissioo would itself be a kind of acknowledg- 
ment of our independence ; their late sucoess against 
Comte de Grasse mayalso have given then hopes 
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that by delay, and more successes, they may make 
that acknowledgment and a peace less necessary.' 

Mr. Grenville has written to his <rourt for farther 
instructions. We shall see what the return of his 
couriers will produce. If full power to treat with 
each of the powers at war against England does not 
appear, I imagine the negotiation will be broken off. 

Mr. G. in his conversations with me, insists much 
on our being under no engagements not to make 
peace without Holland. I have answered that I 
know not but you have entered into some, and that 
if there should be none, a general pacification made 
at the same time would be best for us all ; and that 
I believe neither Holland nor we could be prevailed 
on to abandon our friends. What happens farther 
shall be immediately communicated. Be pleased to 
present my respects to Mr. Laurens, to whom I 
wrote some days since. Mr. Jay I suppose is on his 
way hither. With great respect, I have the honor 
to be. Sir, your Excellency's, &c. &c. 

B. Franklin. 

On Monday the 3rd, Mr. Oswald came according 
to appointment. He told me he had seen and had 
conversations with Lord Shelbume, Lord Rocking- 
ham, and Mr. Fox. That their desire of peace con- 
tinued uniformly the same, though he thought some 
of them were a little too much elated with the late 
victory in the West Indies ; and when observing his 
coolness they asked him, if he did not think it a very 
good thing ? yes, says he, if you do not rate it too 
high. He went on with the utmost frankness to tell 
me, that the peace was absolutely necessary for 
them. That the nation had been foolishly involved 
in four wars, and would no longer raise money to 
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carry them on, so that if they continued it would be 
absolutely necessary to stop the payment of the in- 
terest money on the funds, which would ruin their 
future credit. He spoke of stopping on all sums 
above 1000/. and continuing to pay on those below; 
because the great sums belonged to the rich, who 
could better bear the delay of their interest ; and the 
smaller sums to poorer persons, who would be more 
hurt, and make more clamour; and that the rich 
might be quieted by promising them interest upon 
their interest. All this looked as if the matter had 
been seriously thought on : Mr. Oswald has an air 
of great simplicity and honesty, yet I could hardly 
take this to be merely a weak confession of their 
deplorable ^tate ; and thought it might be intended 
as a kind of intimidation, by showing us that they 
had still that resource in their power, which he said 
would furnish five millions a year. But he added, 
our enemies may now do what they please with us ; 
they have the ball at their foot, was his expression, 
and we hope they will show their moderation, and 
their magnanimity. He then repeatedly mentioned 
the great esteem the ministers had for me, that they 
with aJl the considerate people of England looked to 
and depended on me for the means of extricating the 
nation from its present desperate situation, and that 
perhaps no single man had ever in his hands an op- 
portunity of doing so much good, as I had at this 
present, with much more to that purpose : he then 
showed me a letter to him from Lord Shelburne, 
partly I suppose that I might see his Lordship's 
opinion of me, which, as it has some relation to the 
negotiation, is here inserted. He left it with me, 
requesting that I would communicate it to Mr. Wal- 
pole. 
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Sir, Whitehall, May 21, 1782. 

It has reached me that Mr. Walpole esteems 
himself much injured by your going to Paris, and 
that he conceives it was a measure of mine, intended 
to take the present negotiation with the court of 
France out of his hands, which he conceives to 
have been previously commenced through his chan- 
nel by Mr. Fox. I must desire that you will have 
the goodness to call upon Mr. Walpole, and ex- 
plain to him distinctly, how very little foundation 
there is for so unjust a suspicion, as I know of 
no such intercourse. Mr. Fox declares, he con- 
sidered what had passed between him and Mr. 
Walpole of a mere private nature, not sufficiently 
material to mention to the King or the cabinet, and 
will write to Mr. Walpole to explain this distinctly 
to him.* But if you find the least suspicion of this 
kind has reached Dr. Franklin, or M. le Comte de 
Vergennes, I desire that this matter may be clearly 
explained to both. I have too much friendship for 
Dr. Franklin, and too much respect for the character 
of M. le Comte de Vergennes, with which I am per- 

* Since the publication of the first edition of this work, a very 
intimate friend of Mr. Walpole's has suggested to the editor, that 
Lord Shelburne must have been misinformed in regard to Mr. W/s 
thinking himself aggrieved by Mr. Oswald's mission. But that 
Mr. W. had been authorised by a letter from Mr. Fox to nego- 
tiate respecting a claim made by the French government in behalf 
of the inhabitants of St. Eustatia, for a compensation for the mer- 
chandise, &c. of which they had been plundered by Admiral, 
afterwards Lord Rodney. That in Mr. Fox's letter (which this 
friend actually saw) there was a general intimation of a wish for 
peace, but that Mr. W. did not consider himself as authorised to 
take any step towards obtaining it; and that he is confident he did 
not expect to be employed for the purpose which occasioned Mr. 
Oswald's mission. 
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fectly acquainted, to be so indifferent to the good 
opinion of either, as to suffer them to believe me 
capable of an intrigue, where I have both professed 
and observed a direct opposite conduct. In truth I 
hold it in such perfect contempt, that however proud 
I may be to serve the King in iny present station or 
in any other, and however anxious I may be to serve 
my country, I should not hesitate a moment about 
retiring from any situation which required such ser- 
vices. But I must do the King the justice to say, 
that his Majesty abhors them, and I need not tell 
you, that it is my fixed principle that no country in 
any moment can be advantaged by them. I am, 
with great truth and regard. Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Shelburne. 

Richard Oswald, Esq. 

In speaking farther of the ministry's opinion of the 
great service it might be in my power to render, Mr. 
Oswald said he had told them in one of his conver- 
sations^ that nothing was to be expected of me but 
consistence, nothing imsuitable to my character, or 
inconsistent with my duty to my country ; I did not 
iask him the particular occasion of his saying this, 
but thought it looked a little as if something incon- 
sistent with my duty had been talked of or proposed. 

Mr. Oswald also gave me a copy of a paper of 
Memorandums written by Lord Shelburne, viz. : 

1. That I am ready to correspond niore particu- 
larly with Dr. Franklin if wished. 

2. That the enabling act is passing with the inser- 
tion of commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald, 
and on our part commissioners will be named, or any 
character given to Mr. Oswald, which Dr. Franklin 
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-and he may judge conducive to a final settlement of 
things between Great Britain and America ; which 
Dr. Franklin very properly says requires to be treated 
in a very different manner from the peace between 
Great Britain and France^ who have been always at 
enmity with each other. 

3. That an establishment for the loyalists must 
always be upon Mr. Oswald's mind> as it is upper- 
most in Lord Shelburne's^ besides other steps in 
their favor, to influence the several States to agree 
to a fair restoration or compensation for whatever 
confiscations have taken place. 

4. To give Lord Shelburne's letter about Mr. Wal- 
pole to Dr. Franklin. 

On perusing this paper, I recollected that a bill 
had been some time since proposed in parliament to 
enable his Majesty to conclude a peace or truce with the 
revoked Colonies in America, which I supposed to be 
the enabling bill mentioned, that had hitherto slept ; 
and not having been passed was perhaps the true 
reason why the colonies were not mentioned in Mr. 
Grenville's commission. Mr. Oswald thought it 
likely, and said that the words " insertion of com- 
missioners recommended by Mr. Oswald," related 
to his advising an express mention in the bill of the 
commissioners appointed by Congress to treat of 
peace, instead of the vague denominations of any 
person or persons, &c. in the first draft of the bill. As 
to the loyalists, I repeated what I said to him when 
first here, that their estates had been confiscated by 
the laws made in the particular states where the de- 
linquents had resided, and not by any law of Con- 
gress, who indeed had no power either to make such 
laws, or to repeal them, or to dispense with them. 
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and therefore could give no power to their commis- 
sioners to treat of a restoration for those people : that 
it was an affair appertaining to each State. That if 
there were justice in compensating them^ it must be 
due from England rather than from America ; but 
in my opinion England was not under any very great 
obligations to them, since it was by their misrepre- 
sentations and bad counsels that she had been drawn 
into this miserable war. And that if an account 
was to be brought against us for their losses, we 
should more than balance it, by an account of the 
ravages they had committed all along the coasts of 
America. Mr. Oswald agreed to the reasonableness 
of all this, and said he had, before he came away, 
told the ministers, that he thought no recompence to 
those people was to be expected from us ; that he 
had also, in consequence of our former conversation 
on that subject, given it as his opinion that Canada 
should be given up to the United States, as it would 
prevent the occasions of future diffcFence, and as the 
government of such a country was worth nothing, 
and of no importance if they could have there a free 
commerce; that the Marquis of Rockingham and 
Lord Shelburne, though they spoke reservedly, did 
not seem very averse to it : but that Mr. Fox seemed 
startled at the proposition. He was, however, not 
without hopes that it would be agreed to. 

We now came to another article of the note, viz. 
** On our part commissioners will be named, or any 
character given to Mr. Oswald which Dr. Franklin 
and he may judge conducive to a final settlement of 
things between Great Britain and America." This 
he said was left entirely to me, for he had no will 
in the affair: he did not desire to be farther con- 
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earned than to see it en train; he had no personal 
views either of honor or profit. He had now seen 
and conversed with Mr. Grenville ; thought him a 
very sensible young gentleman, and very capable of 
the business ; he did not therefore see any farther 
occasion there was for himself; but if I thought 
otherwise, and conceived he might be farther useful, 
he was content to give his time and service in any 
character or manner I should think proper. I said 
his knowledge of America, where he had lived, and 
with every part of which and of its commerce and 
circumstances he was well acquainted, made me 
think that in persuading the ministry to things rea- 
sonable relating to that country, he could speak or 
write with more weight than Mr. Grenville, and 
therefore I wished him to continue in the service : 
and I asked him whether he would like to be joined 
in a general commission for treating with all the 
powers at war with England, or to have a special 
commission to himself for treating with America 
only : he said he did not choose to be concerned in 
treating with the foreign powers, for he was not suf- 
ficiently a master of their affairs, or of the French 
language, which probably would be used in treating; 
if therefore he accepted of any commission it should 
be that of treating with America. I told hina I would 
write to Lord Shelburne on the subject, but Mr, 
Grenville having some time since dispatched a courier, 
(partly on account of the commission,) who was not 
yet returned, I thought it well to wait a few days 
till we could see what answer he would bring, or 
what measures were taken ; this he approved of. 
The truth is, he appears so good and so reasonable a 
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man, that though I have no objection to Mr. Gren- 
ville, I should be loth to lose Mr. Oswald. He seems 
to have nothing at heart but the good of mankind, 
and putting a stop to mischief; the other, a young 
statesman, may be supposed to have naturally a 
little ambition of recommending himself as an able 
negotiator. 

In the afternoon Mr. Boeris of Holland called on 
me and acquainted me that the answer had not yet 
been given to the last memorial from Russia, relating 
to the mediation ; but it was thought it would be in 
respectful terms to thank her imperial Majesty for her 
kind offers, and to represent the propriety of their con- 
nexion with France in endeavors to obtain a general 
peace, and that they conceived it would be still more 
glorious for her Majesty to employ her influence in 
procuring a general, than a partial pacification. Mr. 
Boeris farther informed me, that they were not well 
satisfied in Holland with the conduct of the Russian 
court, and suspected views of continuing the war 
for particular purposes. 

Tuesday, June 4. I received another padcet from 
Mr. Hartley. It consisted of duplicates of the former 
letters and papers already inserted, and contained 
nothing new but the following letter from Colonel 
Hartley, his brother, viz. 

Dbar Sir, Sobo Square, May 24, 1782. 

It is with the ifreatest pleasure I take up my pen 
to acknowledge your remembrance of me in yours to 
my brother, and to thank you for those expressions 
of regard, which I can assure you are mutual. My 
brother has desired me to copy some letters and 
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papers by way of sending you duplicates. I am 
particularly happy at the employment, because the 
greatest object of my parliam^tary life has been to 
co-operate with him in his endeavors to put a period 
to this destructive war, and forward the blessed work 
of peace. I hope to see him again in that situation 
where he can so well serve his country with credit to 
himself, and while I have the honor of being in par- 
liament, my attention will be continued to prcwoiote 
the effects, which will naturally flow from those 
principles of freedom and universal philanthropy 
you have both so much supported. While I copy 
his words, my own feelings and judgment are truly 
in unison, and I have but to add the most ardent 
wish that peace and happiness may crown the honest 
endeavors towards so desirable an end. I am, dear 
sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, yours sin- 
cerely, Wn KL Hartley-. 
Dr. Franklin. 

Wednesday, June 5. Mr. Oswald called again to 
acquaint me that Lord Cornwallis being very anxious 
to be discharged from his parole, as soon as possible^ 
has sent me a Major Ross hither to solicit it, sup- 
posing Mr. Laurens might be h^re with me. Mr. 
Oswald told me, what I had not before heard, that 
Mr. Laurens while prisoner in the Tower, had pro- 
posed obtaining the discharge of Lord Cornwallis in 
exchange for himself, and he had promised to use his 
utmost endeavors to that purpose/ in case he was set 
at liberty, not doubting the success. I communi- 
cated to Mr. Oswald what had already passed between 
Mr. Laurens and me respecting Lord Cornwallis, 
which appears in the preceding letters, and told him, 
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I should have made less difficulty about the discharge 
of his parole, if Mr. Laurens had informed me of his 
being set at liberty in consequence of such an offer 
and promise ; and I wished him to state this in a let- 
ter to me, that it might appear for my justification in 
what I might with Mr. Laurens do in the affair ; and 
that he would procure for me from Major Ross a copy 
of the parole, that I might be better acquainted with 
the nature of it. He accordingly in the afternoon 
sent me the following letter : 

Sir, Paris, June 5, 1782. 

While Mr. Laurens was under confinement in 
England, he promised, that on condition of his being 
liberated upon his parole, he would apply to you for 
an exchange in favor of my Lord Cornwallis, by a 
discharge of his Lordship's, granted upon the surren- 
der of his garrison at the village of York in Virginia ; 
and, in case of your being under any difficulty in 
making such exchange, he undertook to write to 
the Congress, and to request it of that assembly; 
making no doubt of obtaining a favorable answer 
without loss of time. 

This proposal, signed by Mr. Laurens's hand, I 
carried and delivered, I think, in the month of De- 
cember last, to his Majesty's then Secretaries of 
State, which was duly attended to ; and in conse- 
quence thereof, Mr. Laurens was soon after set at 
full liberty. And though not a prisoner under 
parole, yet it is to be hoped a variation in the mode 
of discharge will not be supposed of any essential 
difference. 

And with respect to Mr. Laurens, I am satisfied 
he will consider himself as much interested in the 
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success of this application as if his own discharge 
had been obtained under the form as proposed by the 
representation which I delivered to the Secretaries 
of State ; and I make no doubt will sincerely join my 
Lord Cornwallis in an acknowledgment of your favor 
and good offices in granting his Lordship a full dis- 
charge of his parole above mentioned. I have the 
honor to be, with much respect, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

Richard Oswald. 

P. S. Major Ross has got no copy of Lord Corn- 
wallis's parole. He says it was in the common 
form, as in like cases. 

Since writing the above, I recollect I was under 
a mistake, as if the proposal of exchange came first 
from Mr. Laurens; whereas it was made by his Ma- 
jesty's Secretaries of State to me, that Mr. Laurens 
should endeavour to procure the exchange of Lord 
Cornwallis, so as to be discharged himself. Which 
proposal I carried to Mr. Laurens, and had from 
him the obligation above mentioned, upon which the 
mode of his discharge was settled. R. O^ 

To the foregoing I wrote this answer: 

Sir, Passy, June 6, 1782. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me, respecting the parole of Lord Corn- 
wallis. You are acquainted with what I wrote some 
time since to Mr. Laurens. To-morrow is post-day 
from Holland, when possibly I may receive aa 
answer, with a paper drawn up by him for the pur- 
pose of discharging that parole, to be signed by us 
jointly. I suppose the staying at Paris another day 

VOJL, II. N 
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will not be very iaconvenient to Major Ross ; and if 
I do not hear to-morrow from Mr. Laurens, I will 
immediately, in compliance with your request, do 
what I can towards the liberation of Lord Corn- 
wallis. I have the honor to be, with great respect. 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
R. Oswald, Esq. B. Franklin. 

Friday, June 7. Major Ross called upon me, to 
thank me for the favorable intentions I had expressed 

in my letter to Mr. Oswald respecting Lord Cornwallis, 
and to assure me his Lordship would for ever remem- 
ber it with gratitude, &c. I told him it was our 
duty to alleviate as much as we could the calariiities 
of war; that I expected letters from Mr. Laurens 
relating to the affair, after the receipt of which I 
would immediately complete it. Or if I did not hear 
from Mr. L. I would speak to the Marquis de la 
Fayette, get his approbation, and finish it without 
farther waiting. 

Saturday, June 8. I received some newspapers 
from England, in one of which is the following pa- 
ragraph. 

Extract from the London Evening Post of May 30, 

1782. 

** If reports on the spot speak truth, Mr. Gren- 
ville, in his first visit to Dr. Firanklin, gained a con- 
siderable point of information as to the powers Ame<^ 
rica had retained for treating separately with Great 
Britain, in case her claims or demands were granted. 

** The treaty of February 6, 1778, was made the basis 
of this conversation ; and by the spirit and meaning of 
this treaty, there is no obligation on America not to 
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treat 48eparately for peace, after she is assured Eng- 
land will grant her independence, and a free com- 
merce with all the world. 

** The first article of that treaty engages America 
and France to be bound to each other as long as 
circumstances may require; therefore the granting 
America all that she asks of England, is breaking 
the bond by which the circumstances may bind Ame- 
rica to France, 

" The second article says, the meaning and direct 
end of the alliance is, to insure the freedom and 
independence of America. Surely, then, when free- 
dom and independence are allowed by Britain, Ame- 
rica may or may not, as she chooses, put an end to 
the present war between England and America, and 
leaye France to war on through all her mad projects of 
reducing the power and greatness of England, while 
America feels herself possessed of what she wishes. 

** By the eighth article of the treaty neither 
France or America can conclude peace without the 
assent of the other ; and they engage not to lay dowa 
their arms, until the independence of America is 
acknowledged; but this article does not exclude 
America from entering into a separate treaty for 
peace with England, and evinces more strongly than 
the former article, that America may enter into a se- 
parate treaty with England, when she is convinced 
that England has insured to her, all that she can 
reasonably ask.'* 

I conjecture tliat this must be an extract from a 
letter of Mr. Grenville's. But it carries an appear- 
ance as if he and I had agreed in these imaginary 
discourses of America's being at liberty to make 
peace without France, &c. Whereas my wtiole dis- 
course in the strongest terms declared our determi- 
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nations to the contrary, and the impossibility of our 
acting not only contrary to the treaty, but the duties 
of gratitude and honor, of which nothing is men- 
tioned. This young negotiator seems to value him- 
self on having obtained from me a copy of the treaty. 
I gave it him freely, at his request ; it being not so 
much a secret as he imagined, having been printed, 
first in all the American papers, soon after it 
was made; then at London in Almon's Remem- 
brancer, which I wonder he did not know; and 
afterwards in a collection of the American Constitu- 
tions published by order of Congress. As such im- 
perfect accounts of our conversations find their way 
into the English papers, I must speak to this gentle- 
man of its impropriety. 

Sunday, June 9. Dr. Bancroft being intimately 
acquainted with Mr. Walpole, I this day gave him 
Lord Shelburne's letter to Mr. Oswald, requesting 
he would communicate it to that gentleman. Dr. 
Bancroft said it was believed, both Russia and the 
Emperor wish the continuance of the war, and aimed 
^ at procuring for England a peace with Holland, that 
England might be better able to continue it against 
France and Spain. 

The Marquis de la Fayette having proposed to call 
on me to-day, I kept back the discharge of Lord 
Cornwallis, which was written and ready, desiring 
to have his approbation to it, as he had in a former 
conversation advised it. He did not come, but late 
in the evening sent me a note acquainting me, that 
he had been prevented, by accompanying the Grand 
Duke* to the review, but would breakfast with me 
to-morrow morning. 

* The Grand Duke of Russia, then at Paris, under the title of 
the Comte du Nard, Afterwards the Emperor Paul. 
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This day I received a letter from Mr. Dana, dated 
at St. Petersburg, April 29^ in which is the follow- 
ing passage. — ** We yesterday received the news 
that the States-General had on the 19th of this month 
(N. S.) acknowledged the independence of the 
United States. This event gave a shock here, and 
is not well received, as they at least profess to have 
flattered themselves that the mediation would have 
prevented it, and otherwise brought on a partial 
peace between Britain and Holland. This resent- 
ment will not be productive of any ill consequences 
to the Dutch republic." It is true that while the 
war continues, Russia feels a greater demand for 
the naval stores, and perhaps at a higher price : 
but is it possible that for such petty interests man- 
kind can wish to see their neighbours destroy each 
other ? Or, has the project lately talked of, some 
foundation, that Russia and the Emperor intend 
driving the Turks out of Europe ; and do they there- 
fore wish to see France and England so weakened as 
to be unable to assist those people ? 

Monday, June 10. The Marquis de la Fayette 
did not come till between 11 and 12. He brought 
with him Major Ross. After breakfast he told me 
(Major Ross being gone into another room) that he 
had seen Mr. Grenville lately, who asked him when 
he should go to America. That he had answered, 
" I have stayed here longer than I should otherwise 
have done, that I might see whether we were to have 
peace or war; but as I see that the expectation of 
peace is a joke, and that you only amuse us without 
any jreal intention of treating, I think to stay no 
longer, but set out in a few days." On which 
Mr. Grenville assured him, it was no joke, that they 
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were very sincere in their proposal of treating, and 
that four or five days would convince the Marquis of 
it.- The Marquis then spoke to me about a request 
of Major Ross's in behalf of himself, Lord Chewton,. 
a lieutenant-colonel, and Lieutenant Haldane, who 
were aides-de-camp to Lord Cornwallis, that they too 
might be set at liberty with him. I told the Mar- 
quis that he was better acquainted with the custom 
in such cases than I, and being himself one of the 
Generals to whom their paroles had been given, he 
had more right to discharge them than I had, and 
that if he judged it a thing proper to be done, I 
wished him to do it. He went to the bureau, saying,, 
he would write something, which he accordingly did. 
But it was not as I expected, a discharge that he 
was to sign, it was fcwr me to sign. And the Major 
not liking that which I had drawn for Lord Corn- 
wallis, because there was a clause in it, reserving to 
Congress the approbation or disallowance of my act,, 
went away without taking it. Upon which I the 
next morning wrote the following to Mr. Oswald. 

Sill, Passy, June 11, 1782. 

I did intend to have waited on you this mornings 
ta inquire after your health, and deliver the enclosed 
paper relating to the parole of Lord Cornwallis, but 
being obliged to go to Versailles, I must postpone 
my visit till to-morrow. I do not conceive that I 
have any authority in virtue of my office here to ab- 
solve that parole in any degree r I have therefore 
endeavoured to found it as well as I could on the 
express power given me by Congress to exchange 
General Burgoyne for Mr, Laurens. A reservatioa 
is made,, of confirmation or disapprobation by Cob* 
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gress, not from any desire in me to restrain the enr 
tire liberty of that General ; but because I think it 
decent and my duty to make such reservation,, and 
that I might otherwise be blamed as assutoing a 
power not given me, if I undertook to discharge ab- 
solutely a parole given to Congress, without any 
authority from them for so doing. With great ejs^ 
teem and respect, I have the honor to be. Sir, your 
most obedient servant, B. Franklin. 

I have received no answer from Mr. Laurens. 

The following is the paper mentioned in the above 
letter : 

** The Congress having, by a resolution of the 
14th of June last, impowered me to offer an ex- 
change of General Burgoyne for the honorable Mr. 
Laurens, then a prisoner in the Tower of London, 
and whose liberty they much desired to obtain ; 
which exchange, though proposed by me according 
to the said resolution, had not been accepted or exe- 
cuted, when advice was received that General Bur- 
goyne was exchanged in virtue of another agree- 
ment ; and Mr. Laurens having thereupon proposed 
another Lieutenant-General, viz. Lord Cornwallis, 
as an exchange for himself, promising that if set at 
liberty he would do his utmost to obtain a confirma- 
tion of that proposal : and Mr. Laurens being soon 
after discharged, and having since urged me earnestly 
in several letters, to join with him in absolving the 
parole of that General, which appears to be a thing 
just and equitable in itself, and for the honor there- 
fore of our country ; I do hereby as far as in my 
power lies, in virtue of the above-mentioned resolu- 
tion or otherwise, absolve and discharge the parole 
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of Lord Cornwallis given by hkn in Virginia ; setting 
him at entire liberty to act in his civil and military 
capacity until the pleasure of Congress shall be 
known, to whom is reserved the confirmation of 
disapprobation of this discharge, in case they have 
made, or shall intend to make a different disposition^ 
Given at Passy, this 9th day of June, 1782. 
(Signed) B. Franklin, 

Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 

States of America, at the Court of 

France." 

I did not well comprehend the Major's conduct in 
refusing this paper. He was come express from 
London to solicit a discharge of Lord C.'s parole. 
He had said that his Lordship was very anxious to 
obtain that discharge, being unhappy in his present 
situation. One of his objections to it was, that his 
Lordship with such a limited discharge of his parole 
could not enter into foreign service. He declared it 
was not his Lordship's intention to return to Ame- 
rica. He would not accept the paper, unless the 
reservation was omitted. I did not choose to make 
the alteration ; and so he left it, not well pleased 
with me. 

This day, Tuesday, June 11, I was at Versailles^ 
and had a good deal of conversation with M. de 
Rayneval, Secretary to the Council. I showed him 
the Jetters I had received by Mr. Oswald from Lord 
Shelburne, and related all the consequent conversa- 
tion I had with Mr. Oswald. I related to him 
also the conversation I had had with Mr. Grenville. 
We concluded that the reason of his courier not be- 
ing returned might be the formalities occasioning 
delay in passing the enabling bill. I went down with 
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him to the cabinet of M. de Vergennes, where all was 
repeated and explained. That minister seemed now 
to be almostpetsuaded that the English Court was sin- 
cere in itsdeclarationsof being desirous of peace. We 
spoke of all its attempts to separate us^ and of the 
prudence of our holding together, and treating in 
concert. I made one remark, that as they had 
shown so strong a desire of disuniting us, by large 
oflfers to each particular power, plainly in the view 
of dealing more advantageously with the rest; and 
had reluctantly agreed to make a general treaty ; 
it was possible that after making a peace with all, 
they might pick out one of us to make war with sepa- 
rately. Against which project, I thought it would not 
be amiss if, before the treatiesof peace were signed, we 
who were at war against England should enter into 
another treaty, engaging ourselves that in such case 
we should make it a common cause, and renew the 
general war ; which he seemed to approve of. He 
read Lord Shelburne's letter relating to Mr. Wal- 
pole, said that gentleman had attempted to open a 
negotiation through the Marquis de Castries, who 
had told him he was come to the wrong house, and 
should go to M. de Vergennes; but he never had 
appeared. That he was an intriguer, knew many 
people about the Court, and was accustomed to 
manage his affairs by hidden round-about ways; 
" but," said he, '* when people have anything to 
propose that relates to my employment, I think they 
should come directly to me, my cabinet is the place 
where such affairs^re to be treated." On the whole, 
he seemed rather pleased that Mr. Walpole had not 
come to him, appearing not to like him. I learnt 
that Mr. Jay had taken leave on the 7th past of the 
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Spanish minister in order to come hither, so that he 
may be daily expected . But I hear nothing of Mr, 
Laurens or Mr. Adams. 

Wednesday June 12. I visited Mr. Oswald this 
morning. He said he had received the paper I sent 
him relating to the parole of Lord Corn wal lis, and 
had by conversing with Major Ross convinced him 
of his error in refusing it. That he saw I had done 
every thing that could be fairly desired of me, and 
said every thing in the paper, that could give weight 
to the temporary discharge, and tend to prevail with 
the Congress to confirm and complete it. Major 
Ross coming in, made an apology for not having ac- 
cepted it at first, declared his perfect satisfaction 
with it, and said he was sure Lord Cornwallis would 
be. very sensible of the favor. He then mentioned 
the custom among military people, that in dischar- 
ging the parole of a General, that of his Aid's was 
discharged at the same time. I answered that I was 
a stranger to the customs of the army ; that I had 
made the most of the authority I had for exchanging 
General Burgoyne by extending it as a foundation 
ibr the exchange of Lord Cornwallis ; but that I had 
no shadow of authority for going farther ; that the 
Marquis de la Fayette having been present when 
the parole was given, and one of the Generals who 
received it, was I thought more competent to the 
discharge of it than myself, and I could do nothing 
in it. He wenjt then to the Marquis, who in the 
afternoon sent me the draft of a limited discharge 
which he should sign, but requested my approbation 
of it, of which I made no difficulty ; though I ob- 
served he had put into it that it was by my advice. 
He appears very prudently cautious of doing any 
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thing that may seem assuming a power that he is 
not vested with. 

Friday the 14th Mr. Boeris called again, wishing 
to know if Mr. Grenville's courier was returned, and 
whether the treaty was likely to go on. I could 
give him no information. He told me that it was 
intended in Holland in answer to the last Russian 
memorial to say, that they could not now enter into 
a particular treaty with England, that they thought 
it more glorious for her Imperial Majesty to be the 
mediatrix in a general treaty, and wished her to 
name the place. I said to him, " as you tell me 
their H. M. are not well satisfied with Russia, and 
had rather avoid her mediation, would it not be 
better to omit the proposition at least of her naming 
the place, especially as France, and England, and 
America have already agreed to treat at Paris?!' 
He replied, '* it might be better, but," said he, ** we 
have no politicians among us." I advised him then 
to write, and get that omitted, as I understood it 
would be a week, before the answer was concluded 
on. He did not seem to think his writing would be 
of much importance. I have observed that his col* 
league M. Vanderpierre has a greater opinion by far 
of his own influence and consequence. 

Saturday 15th June. Mr. Oswald came to break* 
fast with me. We afterwards took a walk in the 
garden, when he told me Mr. Grenville's courier re* 
turned last night: that he had received by him a 
letter from Mrs. Oswald, but not a line from the 
ministry, nor had he heard a word from them since 
his arrival ; nor had he heard of any news brought 
by the courier. That he should have gone to see 
Mr. Grenville this morning, but had omitted it, that 
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g:entleman being subject to morning head-aches, 
which prevented his rising so early. I said I sup- 
posed he would go to Versailles, and call on me in 
his return. We had but little farther discourse, hav- 
ing no new subject. 

Mr. Oswald left me about noon, and soon after 
Mr. Grenville came, and acquainted me with the re- 
turn of his courier, and that he had brought the full 
powers. That he Mr. G. had been at Versailles, 
and left a copy with M. de Vergennes. That the 
instrument was in the same terms with the former, 
except that after the power to treat with the king of 
France or his ministers, there was an addition of 
words importing a power to treat with the ministers 
of any other prince or state whom it might concern. 
That M. de Vergennes had at first objected to these 
general words, as not being particular enough, but 
said he would lay it before the King, and communi- 
cate it to the ministers of the belligerent powers, 
and that Mr. Grenville should hear from him on 
Monday. Mr. Grenville added, that he had farther 
informed M. de Vergennes of his being now instructed 
to make a proposition, as a basis for the intended 
treaty, to wit, the peace of 1763. That the propo- 
sition intended to be made under his first powers, 
not being then received, was now changed, and in- 
stead of proposing to allow the independence of 
America on condition of England's being put into 
the situation she was in at the peace of 1763, he was 
jiow authorized to declare the independence of Ame- 
rica previous to the treaty as a voluntary act, and to 
propose separately as a basis the treaty of 1763. 
This also M. de Vergennes undertook to lay before 
the King, and communicate to me. Mr. Grenville 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 205 



then said to me, he hoped all difficulties were now 
removed, and that we might proceed in the good 
work. I asked him, if the enabling bill was passed. 
He said. No. It had passed the Commons and had 
been once read in the House of Lords, but was not 
yet completed. I remarked, that the usual time 
approached for the prorogation of parliament, and 
possibly this business might be omitted. He said 
there was no danger of that, the parliament would 
not rise this year till the middle of July. The India 
affairs had put back other business, which must be 
done, and would require a prolongation of the ses- 
sion till that time. I then observed to him, that 
though we Americans considered ourselves as a dis- 
tinct independent power or state, yet as the British 
government had always hitherto affected to consider 
us only as rebellious subjects, and as the enabling 
act was not yet passed, I did not think it could be 
fairly supposed that his court intended by the gene- 
ral words any other prince or stale to include a people 
whom they did not allow to be a state; and that 
therefore I doubted the sufficiency of his power as to 
treating with America, though it might be good as to 
Spain and Holland. He replied, that he himself 
had no doubt of the sufficiency of his power, and 
was willing to act upon it. I then desired to have a 
copy of the power, which he accordingly promised 
me. : He would have entered into conversation on 
the topic of reconciliation, but I chose still to wave 
it, till I should find the negociation more certainly 
commenced ; and I showed him the London paper 
containing the article above, transcribed P. thW he 
might see how our conversations were misrepre- 
sented, and how hazardous it must be for me to 
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make any propositions of the kind at present. He 
$eemed to treat the newspaper lightly as of no con- 
sequence ; but I observed that before he had finished 
the reading of the article, he turned to the beginning 
of the paper to see the date, which made me suspect 
that he doubted whether it might not have taken its 
rise from some of his letters. 

When he left me I went to dine with M. de Chau- 
mont, who had invited me to meet there Mr. Wal- 
pole at his request. We shook hands, and he ob- 
served that it .was near two years since we had seen 
each other. Then stepping aside, he thanked me 
for having communicated to him Lord Shelburne's 
letter to Mr. Oswald ; thought it odd that Mr. Os- 
wald himself had not spoken to him about it ; said 
he had received a letter from Mr. Fox upon the 
affair of St. Eustatia, in which there were some 
general words expressing a desire of peace ; that he 
had mentioned this to M. de Castries, who had re- 
ferred him to M. de Vergennes, but he did not think 
it a sufficient authority to go to that minister. It 
was known that he had business with the minister 
of the marine on the other affair, and therefore his 
Igoing to him was not taken notice of; but if he had 
gone to M. de Vergennes, minister erf foreign affairs, 
k would have occasioned speculation and much dis« 
course ; that he had therefore avoided it till he shoiiki 
be authorized, and had written accordingly to Mr. 
Fox, but that in the mean time Mr. Oswald had 
been chosen upon the supposition that he (Mr. Wal- 
pole) and I were at variance. He 4spok€ of Mr. 
Oswald as an odd kind of man, but that indeed his 
nation were generally odd people, &c. We dined 
p^easan^ly together with the family, and parted 
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agreeably without entering into any particulars of 
the business. Count d'Estaing was at this dinner^ 
and I met him again in the evening at Madame 
Brillon's. There is at present among the people 
much censure of Count de Grasse's conduct, and a 
general wish that Count d'Estaing had the command 
in America, I avoid meddling, or even speaking on 
the subject, as improper for me, though I much 
esteem that commander. 

Sunday 16th I heard nothing from Versailles. I 
received a letter from Mr. Adams acquainting me he 
had drawn upon me for a quarter's salary, which he 
hoped would be the last, as he now found himself in 
a way of getting some money there, though not much ; 
I have not a line from Mr. Laurens, which I wonder 
at. I received also a letter from Mr. Carmichael 
dated June 6th at Madrid. He speaks of Mr. Jay 
being on his journey, and supposes he would be with 
me before that letter, so that I may expect him daily. 
We have taken lodgings for him at Paris. 

Monday 17th I received a letter from Mr. Hodgson 
acquainting me that the American prisoners at Ports- 
mouth, to the number of 330, were all embarked on 
board the transports ; that each had received twenty 
shillings worth of necessaries at the expense of go- 
vernment, and went on board in good humour; that 
eontrary winds had prevented the transports arriving 
in time at Plymouth, but that the whole number now 
there of our people, amounting t^ 700 with those 
arrived from Ireland, would be soiMi on their way 
home. 

In the evening the Marquis de la Fayette came to 
see me, and said he had seen M. de Vergennes, who 
was satisfied with Mr. Grenville's powers. He asked 
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me what I thought of them, and I told him what I 
had said to Mr. Grenville of their imperfection with 
respect to us. He agreed in opinion with me. I let 
him know that I proposed writing to M. de Ver- 
gennes to-morrow. He said he had signed the paper 
relating to Major Ross's parole, and hoped Congress 
would not take it amiss ; and added, that in conver- 
sation with the Major, he had asked him, why Eng- 
land was so backward to make propositions. We 
are afraid, said the Major, of oflfering you more than 
you expect or desire. 

I find myself in some perplexity, with regard to 
these two negociators. Mr. Oswald appears to have 
been the choice of Lord Shelburne : Mr. Grenville 
that of Mr. Secretary Fox. Lord Shelburne is said 
to have lately acquired much of the King's confi- 
dence : Mr. Fox calls himself the minister of the 
people, and it is certain his popularity is lately much 
increased. Lord S. seems to wish to have the 
management of the treaty ; Mr. Fox seems to think 
it in his department. I hear that the understanding 
between those ministers is not quite perfect. Mr. 
Grenville is clever, and seems to feel reason as 
readily as Mr. Oswald, though not so ready to own 
it. Mr. Oswald appears quite plain and sincere. I 
sometimes a little doubt Mr. Grenville. Mr. Oswald, 
as an old man, seems to have now no desire but that 
of being useful in doing good. Mr. Grenville, a young 
man, naturally desirous of acquiring reputation, 
seems to aim at that of being an able negociator. 
Oswald does not solicit to have any share in the 
business, but submitting the matter to Lord S. and 
me expresses only his willingness to serve, if we 
think he may be useful, and is equally willing to be 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 209 

e'xcused if we judge there is no occasion for him. 
Greiiville seems to think the whole negotiation com* 
mitted to him, and to have no idea of Oswald s being 
concerned in it ; and is therefore willing to extend 
the expressions in his commission, so as to make 
them comprehend America, and this beyond what I 
think they will bear, I imagine we might however 
go on very well with either of them, though I should 
prefer Oswald ; but I apprehend diflSculties if they 
are both employed, especially if there is any mis- 
understanding between their principals. I must 
however write to Lord S., proposing something in 
consequence of his offer of vesting Mr. Oswald with 
any commission that gentleman and I should think 
proper. 

Tuesday 18th. I found myself much indisposed 
with a sudden and violent cold, attended with a 
feVerishness and head-ache. I imagined it to be an 
effect of the influenza, a disorder now reigning in 
various parts of Europe. This prevented my going 
to Versailles. 

Thursday 20th. Weather excessively hot, and my 
disorder continues, but is lessened, the head-ache 
having left me. I am however not yet able to go to 
Versailles. 

Friday 21st. I received the following note from 
the Marquis de la Fayette. 

Versftillesy Thursday Morning, June 20, 1762. 
Mt dear Sir, 

Agreeable to your desire I have waited upon 
Count de Vergenues, and said to him what I had in 
{[command from your Excellency. He intends takiog 

vol*. II. o 
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the King's orders this morning, and expects he will 
be able to propose Mr. Grenville a meeting for to-* 
morrow, where he will have time to explain himself 
respecting France and her allies, that he may make 
an official communication both to the King and the 
allied ministers. What Count de Vergennes can 
make out of this conversation will be communis 
cated by him to your Excellency in case you are not 
able to come, — in the other case I shall wait upon 
you to-morrow evening with every information I can 
collect. I have the honor to be very respectfully^ 
my dear Sir, your obedient servant, and affectionate 
friend. La Fayette, 

In the evening the Marquis called upon me, and 
iicquainted me that Mr. Grenville had been vnth 
Count de Vergennes, but could not inform me what 
had passed. 

Saturday 22nd. Mr. Oswald and Mr. Whiteford 
his secretary came and breakfasted with me. Mr. 
O. had received no letter or instruction9. I told him 
I would write to Lord Shelbume respecting him, and 
call on him on Monday morning to breakfast, and 
show him what I proposed to write, that it might re- 
ceive such alterations as he should judge proper. 

Sunday 23rd. In the afternoon Mr. Jay arrived, 
to my great satisfaction. I proposed going vnth hift> 
the next morning to Versailles, and presenting him 
to M» de Vergennes. He informed me, that the 
Spanish ministers had been much struck with the 
Hews from England respecting the resolutions of par- 
liament to discontinue the war in America, &c., and 
that they hiid since been extremely civil to him, aood 
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he understood intended to send i^nstructioiid to the 
ambassador at this court, to make the long talked of 
treaty with him here. 

Monday 24th. Wrote a note of excuse to Mr. 
Oswald, promising to see him on Wednesday, and 
went with Mr. Jay to Versailles. M. de Vergennes 
acquainted us, that he had given to Mr. Grenville 
the answer to his propositions, who had immediately 
dispatched it to his court. He read it to u«, and I 
shall endeavour to obtain a copy of it. M* de Ver- 
gennes informing us that a frigate was about to be 
dispatched for America, by which we might write, 
and that the courier who was to carry down the dis- 
patches would set off on Wednesday morning, we 
concluded to omit going to court on Tuesday, in 
Order to prepare our letters. M. de Ver^ennes ap* 
j^eared to have some doubts about the sincerity of 
the British court, and the bonne fox of Mr. Grenville ; 
but said the return of Mr. G/s courier might give 
light. 

I received the following letter from Mr* Adams, 
dat^d thM Hague, June 13, 1782. 

FROM HIS EXCELLEKCV JOHN ADAMiS, £SQ^ 

TO DR» FRANKLIN. 

Sir, The HagiK^, June Id, If 82. 

I had yesterday, at Amsterdam, the honor of 
receiving your Excellency's letter of June 2nd. 

The discovery that Mr* Ghrenville's power was 
only to treat with France does not surprise me at alK 
The British ministry are too divided among them^. 
selves, and have too formidable an opposition against 
them, in the King and the old ministers^ and are pos^ 
of too little of the confidence of tlid nation, ta 
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have courage to make concessions of any sort, espe- 
cially since the news of their successes in the East 
and West Indies. What their vanity will end in God 
only knows : for my own part, I cannot.see a proba- 
bility that they will ever make peace, until their 
finances are ruined, and such distresses brought 
upon them, as will work up their parties into a civil 
war. 

I wish their enemies could by any means be per- 
suaded to carry on the war against them in places 
where they might be sure of triumphs, instead of 
insisting jupon pursuing it where they are sure of 
defeat. But we must take patience, and wait for 
time to do, what wisdom might easily and soon do. 
' I have not as yet taken any engagements with the 
Dutch not to make peace without them; but I will 
take such engagements in a moment, if the Dutch 
will take them, and I believe they would very cheer- 
fully. I shall not propose it however till I have the 
concurrence of the Duke de la Vauguyon, who will 
do nothing without the instructions of his court. I 
would not delay it a moment from any expectation 
that the English will acknowledge our independence 
and make peace with us, because I have no such ex- 
pectations. The permanent friendship of the Dutch 
may be easily obtained by the United States. That 
of England never : it is gone with the days '. before 
the flood. If we ever enjoy the smallest degree of 
sincere friendship again from England, I am totally 
incapable of seeing the character of a nation or the 
connexions of kings ; which however may be Ihe 
case for what I know. They have brought them^lves: 
into such a situation ! Spain, Holland, America, the 
anued neutrality have all such pretensions and de*: 
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fnands upon them^ that where is the English minister^ 
or member of parliament, that dares to vote for the 
concession to them ? The pretensions of France I 
believe would be* so moderate, that possibly they 
might be acceded to. But^ it is much to be feared 
that Spain, who deserves the least, will demand the 
most: in short, the work of peace appears so im- 
practicable and chimerical, that I am happy in being 
restrained to this country, by my duty, and by this 
means excused from troubling my head much about 
it. I have a letter from America that informed me, 
that Mr. Jay had refused to act in the commission for 
peace ; but if he is on the way to Paris, as you sup- 
pose, I presume my information must be a mistake, 
which I am very glad of. Mr. Laurens did me the 
honor of a very short visit, in his way to France, but 
I was very sorry to learn from him, that, in a letter 
to your Excellency from Ostend^ he had declined 
^serving in the commission for peace. I had vast 
pleasure in his conversation, for I found him pos- 
sessed of the most exact judgment concerning our 
enemies^ and of the same noble sentiments in all 
things, which I saw in him in Congress. 

What is the system of Russia ? Does she suppose 
that England has too many enemies upon her, and 
that their demands and pretensions are too high ? 
Does she seek to embroil affairs, and to light up a 
general war in Europe ? Is Denmark in concert with 
her, or any other power ? Her conduct is a pheno- 
menon. Is there any secret negotiation or intrigue on 
*foot, to form a party for England, among the powers 
of Europe ? and to make a balance against the power 
of the enemies of England ? 
. The states of Holland and several other provinces 
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h»ye taken a resolution against the mediation for a 
separate peace, and this nation seems to be well 
fixed in its system, and in the common cause. 

My best respects and affections to my old friend 
Mr. Jay, if you please. 1 have the honor to be. Sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

J. Adams. 

# 

I wrote to Mr. Secretary Livingston, and Mr,. 
Robert Morris, of which the following are extracts. 

TO ROB. R* UVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Passy, JuDQ S56, 1782. 

** By the newspapers I have sent^ you will see 
that the general disposition of the British nation 
towards us had been changed. Two persons have 
been sent here by the new ministers, to propose 
treating for peace. They had at first some hopes of 
getting the belligerent powers to treat separately, 
one after another, but finding that impracticable, they 
have, after several messengers sent to and fro, come 
to a resolution of treating with all together for a 
general peace, and have agreed that the place shall 
be Paris. Mr. Grenville is^now here with full powers 
for that purpose, (if they can be reckoned full with 
regard to America, till a certain act is completed for 
enabling his Majesty to treat, &c. which has gone 
through the Commons, and has been once read in 
the Lords.) I keep a very particular journal of what 
passes every day, in the affair, which is transcribing 
to be sent you. I shall therefore need to say no 
more of it in this letter, except that though I still 
think they were at first sincere in their desire of 
peace, yet since their success in the West Indies, I 
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imagine that I see marks of their desiring rather to 
draw the negotiations into length, that they may 
take the chance of what the rest of the campaign 
shall produce in their favor ; and as there are so 
many interests to adjust, it will be prudent for us to 
suppose, that even another campaign may pass be- 
fore all can be agreed. Something too may happen 
to break off the negotiations, and we should be pre-* 
pared for the worst. I hoped for the assistance of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Laurens. The first is too much 
engaged in Holland to come hither, and the other 
declines serving ; but I have now the satisfaction of 
being joined by Mr. Jay, who happily arrived here 
from Madrid last Sunday. The Marquis de la 
Fayette is of real use in our affairs here ; and as the 
campaign is not likely to be very active in North 
America, I wish I may be able to prevail with him 
to stay a few weeks longer. By him you will re-- 
ceive the journal above mentioned, which is already 
pretty voluminous, and yet the negotiations cannot 
be said to be opened. 

'' Ireland you will see has obtained all her de- 
mands triumphantly. I meet no one from that coun- 
try who does not express some obligation to America 
for their success. 

" Before I received your just observations on the 
subject, I had obtained from the English ministers 
a, resolution to exchange all our prisoners. They 
thought themselves obliged to have an act of par^ 
]iament for authorizing the king to do it. This war 
being different from others, as made by an act of 
parliament declaring us rebels, and our people 
being committed . as for high treason. I impower* 
ed Mr. Hodgson, who was chairman of tlie com-* 
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mittee that coUecrted and dispensed* the charitable 
subscriptions for the American prisoners, [to treat 
and conclude on terms of their discharge^ and baring' 
approved of the draft he sent me of the agreement, I 
hope the congress will see fit to order a punctual ex- 
ecution^ of it. I have long suffered with those poor 
brave men^ who with so much public virtue have en- 
dured four or five years' hard imprisonment, rather 
than serve against their country. I have dene all I 
could afford towards making their situations moie 
comfortable ; but their number was so greats that I 
could do but little for each ; and that very great 
villain, Digges, defrauded them of between three 
and four hundred pounds,, which he drew from me 
on their account He lately wrote me a letter, in 
which he pretended he was coming to settle with 
me, and to convince me that I had been mistaken 
with regard to his conduct ; but he never appeared j 
and I hear he is gone to America. Beware of him, 
for he is very artful, and has cheated many. I hear 
every day of new rogueries committed by him in 
England. 

"The ambassador from Sweden to this court ap- 
plied to me lately, to know if I had powers that 
would authorize my making a treaty with his master^ 
in behalf of the United States, RecoMecting a 
general power that was formerly given to me with 
the other commissioners, I answered in the affirma- 
tive. He seemed much pleased, and said the king 
had directed him to ask the question,, and had Charged 
him to tell me, that he had so great an esteem for 
me, that it would be a particular satisfaction to him 
to leave such a transaction with me. I have perhaps 
sonrie vanity in repeating this ^ but I think too that ib 
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is right that Congress should know it, and judge if 
any use may be made of the reputation of a citizen 
for the public service. In case it should be thought 
fit to employ me in that business, it will be well to 
send a more particular power and proper instruc- 
tions. The ambassador added, that it was a plea- 
sure to him to think, and he hoped it would be 
remembered, that Sweden was the first power in 
Europe which had voluntarily offered its friendship 
to the United States, without being solicited. This 
affair should be talked of as little as possible, till 
completed." 

TO THE HON. ROBERT MORRIS. 

Passy, June 25, 1782. 

*' For what relates to war and peace, I must 
refer you to Mr. Livingston, to whom I write fully. 
I will only say, that though the English a fevv 
months since seemed desirous of peace, I suspect 
they now intend to draw out the negotiation into 
length, till they can see what this campaign will 
produce. I hope our people will not be deceived 
by fair words, but be on their guard, ready against 
every attempt that our insidious enemies may make 
upon us. I am, fcc."^ 

Wednesday, 26th. I sent away my letters, and 
went to see Mr. Oswald. I showed him the draft 
of a letter to be addressed to him instead of Lord 
Shelburne, respecting the commission or public 
character he might hereafter be vested with ; this 
dra was founded on Lord S.'s memorandums^ 
which Mr. Oswald had shown to me, and this letter 
was intended to be communicated by him to Lord 
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Shelburne. Mr. Oswald liked the mode, but rather 
chose that no mentiou should be made of his having 
9hown me Lord S.'s memorandums,* though he 
thought they were given him for that purpose. So 
I struck that out, and new-modelled the letter, 
which J sent him next day, as follows. 

Sir, Pa^sy, June 27, 1782. 

The opinion I have of your candor, probity, good 
understanding, and good-will to both countries, made 
me hope that you would have been vested with the 
character of plenipotentiary to treat with those from 
America. When Mr. Grenville produced his first 
commission, which was only to treat with France, I 
did imagine that the other to treat with us was re- 
served for you, and kept back only till the ena,bling 
bin should be passed. Mr. Grenville ha^ since re- 
ceived a second commission, which, as he informs 
me, has additional words, impowering him to treat 
with the ministers of any other prince or state, whom 
it may concern; and he seems to understand that 
these general words comprehend the United States 
of America. There may he no doubt that they com- 
prehend Spain and Holland; but as there exist 
various public acts by which the government of 
Britain denies us to be States, and hone in which 
they acknowledge us to be such, it hardly seems 
clear that we could be intended, at the time that 
commission was given, the enabling act not being 
then passed. So that though I can have no objec- 
tion to Mr. Grenville, nor right to make it if I had 
any, yet as your long residence in America has 
given you a knowledge of that country, its people, 

♦ See page 186. 
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circumstances, commerce, &c. which, added to your 
experience in business, may be useful to both sidesf 
in facilitating and expediting the negotiation, I can- 
not but hope that it is still intended to vest you with 
the character above mentioned respecting the treaty 
with America, either separately or in conjunctioa 
with Mr. Grenville, as to the wisdom of your minis- 
ters may seem best. Be it how it may, I beg you 
would accept this line as a testimony of the sincere 
esteem and respect, with which I have the honor tQ 
be, Sir, &c. B. Franklin, 

Friday, June 28. M, de Rayneval called upon 
me and acquainted me, that the ministers had re-- 
ceived intelligence from England, that besides the 
orders given to General Carleton, to propose terms 
of re-union to America, artful emissaries were sent 
over to go through the country, and stir up the peo- 
pie to call on the Congress to accept those terms, 
they being similar to those now settling with Ireland. 
That it would therefore be well for Mr. Jay and me 
to write, and caution the Congress against these 
practices. He said M, de Vergennes wished also to 
know what I had written respecting the negotiation, 
as it would be well for us to hold pretty near the 
same language. I told him I did not apprehend the 
least danger that such emissaries would meet with 
any success, or that the Congress would make any 
treaty with General Carleton. That I would how- 
ever write as he desired ; and Mr, Jay coming iix 
promised the same. He said the courier would go 
to-morrow, I acqordingly wrote to Mr. Secretary 
Livingston, and to my friend Dr. Cooper, of which 
the following are extracts. 
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TO THE HON. ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 
Sir, Passy, June 28, 1782. 

In mine of the 25th instant I omitted men- 
tioning, that at the repeated instances of Mr. Lau- 
rens, who had given such expectations to the mi- 
nistry in England,, vrhen his parole or securities were 
discharged, as that he could not think himself at 
liberty to act in public affairs till the parole of Lord 
Comwallis was absolved by me in exchange, I sent 
to that General the paper, of which the enclosed is 
a copy ;♦ and I see by the English papers, that his 
Lordship immediately on the receipt of it, appeared 
at Court, and has taken his seat in the House of 
Peers, which he did not before think warrantable. 
My authority for doing this appeared questionable to 
myself; but Mr. Laurens judged it deducible from 
that respecting General Burgoyne, and, by his letters 
tome, seemed so unhappy till it was done, that I 
ventured it, with a clause however, (as you will see,) 
reserving to Congress the approbation or disallow- 
ance of it 

The enabling act is now said to be passed, but no 
copy of it is yet received here ; so that as the bill 
first printed has suffered alterations in passing 
through parliament, and we know not what they 
are, the treaty with us is not yet commenced. Mr. 
Grenville expects his courier in a few days, with the 
answer of his court to a paper given him on the part 
of this. That answer will probably afford us a 
clearer understanding of the intentions of the British 
ministry, which for some weeks past have appeared 
somewhat equivocal and uncertain. It looks as if^^ 

* ^e page 199 of this volume^ 
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since their late success in the West Indies, they a 
little repented of the advances they had made in 
their declarations respecting the acknowledgment of 
our independence ; and we have pretty good infor- 
mation that some of the ministry still flatter the 
King with the hope of recovering his sovereignty 
over us on the same terms as are now making with 
Ireland. However willing we might have been at 
the commencement of this contest to have accepted 
such conditions, be assured that we can have no 
safety in them at present. The King hates us most 
cordially. If he is once admitted to any degree of 
power or government amongst us, however limited, 
it will soon be extended by corruption, artifice, and 
force, till we are reduced to absolute subjection ; 
and that the more easily, as by receiving him again 
for our King, we shall draw upon ourselves the con- 
tempt of all Europe, who now admire and respect 
us, and shall never again find a friend to assist us. 
There are, it is said, great divisions in the ministry 
on other points as well as this ; and those who aim 
at engrossing the power flatter the King with thia 
project of re-union; and it is said have much re- 
liance on the operation of private agents sent into, 
America to dispose minds there in favor of it, and to 
bring about a separate treaty there with General 
Carleton. I have not the least apprehension that 
Congress will give in to this scheme, it being incon- 
sistent with our treaties as well as with our interest ; 
but I think it will be well to watch these emissaries^ 
and secure or banish immediately such as shall be 
found tampering and stirring up the people to call 
for it. The firm united resolution of France, Spain,, 
and Holland, joined with ours, not to treat of a par-, 
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ticular but a general peace, notwithstanding the 
separate tempting offers to each, will in the end 
give us the command of that peace. Every one of 
the other powers see clearly their interest in this, 
and persist in that resolution : the Congress, I am 
persuaded, are as clear-sighted as any of them, and 
will not depart from the system which has been 
attended with so much success, and promises to 
make America soon both great and happy. 

I have just received a letter from Mr. Laurens, 
dated at Lyons, on his journey into the south of 
Prance for his health. Mr. Jay will write also by 
this opportunity. With great esteem, I have the 
honor to be, &c. ' B. Franklin. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO DR. COOPER, BOiiTON. 

Passy, June M, 1782. 

"Our public affairs are in a good situation here. 
England having tried in vain to make a separate 
peace with each of the powers she is at war with, 
has at length agreed to treat for a general peace 
with them altogether; and at Paris. If we all con- 
tinue firm in the resolution not to separate, we shall 
Command the terms. I have no doubt of this steadi*- 
ftess here ; and though we are told that endeavours 
are making on your side the water to induce America 
to a re-union on the terms now granting to Ireland, 
and that powers are sent to General Carleton for that 
purpose, I am persuaded the danger of this project 
will appear so evident, that if offered it will be im- 
mediately rejected. We have no safety but in ouf 
independence. With that we shall be respected, 
and soon become great and happy. Without it W6 
shall be tlespised, lose-all our friends, and then either 
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be cruelly oppresised by the King/ who hates and is 
incapable of forgiving iis» or having all that nation's 
enemies for ours, shall isink with it. I am ever, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. Franklin." 

M. de Rayneval (who is Secretary to the Conncil 
of State,) calling again in the evening, I gave him 
copies of the preceding letters to peruse, and show 
to M. de Vei^nnes ; to convince them that we held 
no underhand dealings here. I own I had at the 
same time another view in it, which was that they 
should see I bad been ordered to demand further 
aids, and had forborne to make the demand, with 
my reasons ; hoping that if they possibly could help 
us to more money, they might be induced to do it. 

I had never made any visit to Count d'Aranda, 
the. Spanish ambassador, for reasons before men- 
tioned. M. de Rayneval told Mr. Jay and me this 
morning, that it would be well for us to wait upon 
him, and he had authority to assure us we should be 
well received. We accordingly concluded to wait 
on his Excellency next morning. 

Saturday, June 29. We went together to the 
Spanish ainba6sadt)r's, who received us with the 
greatest civility and politeness. He spoke with Ml*. 
Jay OB the subject of the treaty they were to make 
togetfaer> and mentioned in general as a principle^ 
that the two powers should consider each other's 
conveniency, and accommodate and compensate each 
other as weU as they could. That an exact C6m4 
pensation might perhaps not be possible, but should 
be approach^ as nearly as the nature of things 
would admit. Thns, said he» if therfe is a certaita 
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thing which would be convenient to each of us, but 
more convenient to one than to the other, it should be 
given to the one to whom it would be most conve- 
nient ; and compensation be made by giving another 
thing to the other for the same reason. I suppose 
he had in view something relating to boundaries or 
territories, because he added, "we will sit down 
together with maps in our hands, and by that means 
shall see our way more clearly.'' I learnt from 
him that the expedition against Providence had 
failed, that no advice was yet received of it. At our 
going out he took pains himself to open the folding 
doors for us, which is a high compliment here, and 
told us he would return our visit, {rendrt son devoir,) 
and then fix a day with us for dining with him. I 
dined with Mr. Jay and a company of Americans at 
bis lodgings. 

Sunday, July 1. Mr. Grenville called on me. 

[This Journal does not appear to have been further 
continued: but the Negotiati'ons will be found com- 
pleted by the authentic Correspondence and Documents 
which follow.'] 

TO THE HON. HENRY LAURENS. ' ' 

Sir, Passy, July 2,1 TM, 

I wonder a little at Mr. * * * not acquainting 
you whether your name was in the commission of 
not. I begin to suspect from various circumstances 
that the British ministry, elated perhaps too much 
by the success of Admiral Rodney, are not in earnest 
to treat immediately, but rather wish delay. They 
seem to hope that farther successes may enable 
them to treat more advantageously; .or,, as some 
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suppose, that certain propositions to be made to 
Congress by General Carleton, may render a treaty 
here with us unnecessary. A little bad news, which 
it is possible they may yet receive from the same 
quarter, will contribute to set them right ; and then 
we may enter seriously upon the treaty ; otherwise 
I conjecture it may not take place till after another 
campaign. Mr. Jay is arrived here. Mr. Grenville 
and Mr. Oswald continue here. Mr. Oswald has 
yet received no commission ; and that of Mr. Gren- 
ville does not very clearly comprehend us, according 
to British ideas ; therefore requires explication. 
When 1 know more, you shall have farther infor- 
mation. 

B. Franklin. 

MEMORANDUM BY DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

July 8, 1782. 

To a person who no longer thinks of American • 
dependence, what disadvantage can there be in 
making its independence a fixed article (whether 
the treaty succeeds or no), instead of making it a first 
article of the treaty, and so to depend on the suc- 
cess of that which may miscarry ? To a person in- 
deed who looks on it as an evil, and as an evil which 
there are yet some hopes to avoid, it is a rational pro- 
ceeding to provide for all possibilities of realising 
those hopes ; and the case of the treaty not succeed- 
ing is that reserved possibility. Were I treating with 
an enemy indeed for a barrier town, (which I certainly 
wish to keep or to get something for,) nothing I own 
would be so absurd as to give up at starting, as a 
Jiwed article before the treaty, instead of making it 
the first article of a treaty, and dependent on the 

VOL. II. p 
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success of the rest, But I had rathar have American 
independence, (for one reason anK)iE)^st others,) be- 
o^use the bolder way of giving it up, will secure 
a greater certainty of peace; I wQuld then be for 
giving it up in that bolder way; n^ay, had I some 
reluctance to AoieFican independence, I sfapuld still 
think the smallest probability added of peace, would! 
overbalance the whole value of a mere reserved pos- 
sibility of dependence, which could only, after all, 
arise frofn the failure of the treaty. 

TO L£ MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE. 

D£AR Sib, Pas&y, July 9, 178^. 

Mr. Grenville has been with me in his return 
from Versailles. He tells me that Lord Rockingham 
being dead. Lord Shelburne is appointed first Lord 
of the Treasury ; and that Mr. Fox has resigned ; so 
that both the Secretaryships are vacant. That his 
communication to M. de Vergennes, was only that 
no change wras thereby made in the dispositions of 
that Court for peace, &c., and he expects another 
courier with fuller instructions in a few days. As 
soon as I hear more, I shall acquamt you wilih it. I 
am ever, with great respect and affection, youir mtost 
obedient humble servant, B. Frankuk. 

- Marquis de la Fayette. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 
9sAR Sir, Paasy, July 10^ 17Q2. 

I do not know why the good work of peace 
goes on so slowly on your side. Some have imagined 
that your ministers, since Rodney's success, are de- 
sirous of trying fortune a little further before they 
conclude the war : others, that they have not a good 
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tinderstanding ^ith each otH^r. What 1 have jtJSt 
heard seemis to count^nanbe this opinion. It \^ said 
Mf. Fox has resigned. "We are ready here on the 
patt of Atneric**to enter into treaty >vith you, in con- 
currence with our Allies ; and are dispio^ed to be Very 
reasonable ; bttt if yoiTr plefiipoteritldry, notwithstand- 
ing that charactei^, is up6n every propositioii obliged to 
send a cotfrier and Wait an answei*, -We shall not toon 
se6 thfe happy concldsioto. It ha* been su^ected too, 
that yon wait to hear the effect of some overture!* 
sent by Geriefal Carleton for a separate peace in 
America. A vessel just arrived from Maryland, 
brings us the unanimous resolutions of their assem- 
bly for continuing the war at alt ha'iards rather than 
violate their faith with France. This is a sample of 
thd ^ctCCedS to be e:!tpected froni Sitch a nleasure, if 
it has really been taken: j Which I hardly believe. 

"fhere is m^hihi* a point that fca^ been too Ml6 
e'onsfdered in treaties, the mealn* of taakhirg iheti 
duraWe. An hotrest peasant from the motniiams of 
Provence, brodght the the dthe^ day a manuscript he 
had written on the stfbject, and W^hf6h he eotrld Udi 
pfoetire perwissidti to pri^rt. It appeared to' itfe^ to 
ft^e tfiuch good sense in it; arid therefore I got Sbtttfe 
eepies to be struck off fof hirt to distribute where he 

may think fit. I send' y6U one enelosed. this Mn 

aims at no ptotit froni his pamphlet oi* his project, 
aSkS for nothfhg, ej^pects nothing, and' does not even 
desife to be known. He has acqtrirecf, he tells toe, 
a fortune of neaf 150' cfowns' a yeat* (about £ld 
dtfefling) With Which he rs content, this^ you niay 
imagine would not aflfiofd the expense' 6f riiirng t6 
Paris, so he catiie on f66t ; snefr Was his' ieal: for 

lieace attd the hope of foirWaWmg^and^ i^ecuritig it by 
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communicating his ideas to great men here. His 
rustic and poor appearance has prevented hi& access 
to them, or obtaining their attention; but he does 
not seem yet to be discouraged. I honor much the 
character of this veritable philosophe. 

I thank you much for your letters of May 1, J3, 
and 25, with your proposed preliminaries. It. is a 
pleasure to me to find our sentiments so concurring 
on points of importance : it makes discussions as un- 
necessary as they might, between us, i>e inconve- 
nient. I am, my dear sir, with gr^ esteem and 
affection, yours ever, B. Frankun. 

TO B. VAUGHAN, ESQ. ' 

Passy, July 10, 1782. 

'* By the original law of nations, war and ex- 
tirpation was the punishment of injury. Humani- 
zing by degrees, it admitted slavery instead of death. 
A farther step was, the exchange of prisoners instead 
of slavery. Another, to respect more the property 
of private persons under conquest, and to be content 
with acquired dominion. Why should not this law 
of nations go on improving? Ages have intervened 
between its several steps ; but as knowledge of late 
increases rapidly, why should not those steps be 
quickened ? Why should it not be agreed to as the 
future law of nations, that in any war hereafter the 
following descriptions of men should be undisturbed, 
have the protection of both sides, and be permitted 
to follow their employments in surety ; viz. 

1. Cultivators of the earth, because they labor 
for the subsistence of mankind. 

2. Fishermen, for the same reason. 

3. Merchants and traders, in unarmed ships, who 
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accommodate different nations by communicating and 
exchanging the necessaries and conveniences of life. 

4. Artists and mechanics, inhabiting and working 
in open towns. 

It is hardly necessary to add that the hospitals of 
enemies should be unmolested; they ought to be 
assisted. 

In short, I would have nobody fought with but 
those who are paid for fighting. If obliged to take 
corn from the farmer, friend or enemy, I would pay 
him for it ; the same for th'e fish or goods of the 
others. 

This once established, that encouragement to war 
which arises from a spirit of rapine would be taken 
away, and peace therefore more likely to continue 
and be lasting.* B. Franklin." 

TO B. VAUGHAN, ESQ. 

Dear Sir, Passy, July 11, 1782. 

In mine of yesterday which went by Mr. Young 
I made no mention of yours of May 11 , it not being 
before me. I have just now found it. 

You speak of a *' proposed dependent state of 
America, which you thought Mr. Oswald would 
begin with." As yet I have heard nothing of it. I 
have all along understood (perhaps I have underi^tood 
more than was intended) that the point of depen- 
dence was given up, and that we were to be treated 
with as a free people. I am not sure that Mr. Oswald 
has explicitly said so, but I know that Mr. Grenville 
has, and that he was to make that declaration pre- 

* See Letter and Propositions to Richard Oswald, Esq. Jan. 
14, 1783. 



930 PRIVATi: qOREJplSPO^Dl^NCS 

vioys to th^ comi;aencem§nt of th,^ treaty. It is npw 
iatimat^d to m^ frpfa several quarter? > that Lor4 
Sh^lburne'^ pjap is to retain sovereignty for the 
king, giving us otherwise an independent p^rli^ent, 
ftnd a goyernment similar t9 that of late iijitend^c) for 
Ireland. If this be really bi3 project, our uegotiatioa 
for peace will not go very far ; the thing is imprac-* 
tipable and impossible, being inconsistent with the 
faith we have pledged^ to say nothing of the general 
dispoaitipn of our people. Upon the whole I i^qu14 
believe that though Lord S. might foroaerly have eiji-^ 
tertained such an idea, he had probably dropped it 
before hP ^ent Mr. Oswald here : your words above 
qited dp however throw a little doubt into i»y v^oA, 
and have, with the intimations of others, made me 
less free in opminunication with his Lpr4sbip> whom 
I much esteem and honor, than I should otherwise 
have been. I wish ther^fpre yon vypuld afford me 
what you can of eclaircissement. 

This, letter going by a courier will probably get to 
h^n4 Ippg before the one (pi^eceding in date) whiph 
went by Mr. Yoi|ng> who travels oa fpot. I tber^ 
fpre e^plpS® tb^ pppy of it which w^s fejcen in the 

preiw? Yo» ipay return it tp me wbpa th^ ol^or 
irrives^ 

5iy tjj^.r^tijrn 9f the courier^ you nwty mucljL pbljge 
np^e, by cpmmunic^ng, vhat is ^irly pommuiiicaWei 
of the history of Mr. Fpa;'s ap^ 1-9^4 Jf, Cavendish's 
TfiWgiieition, Yf'ith a^y Pthfyr changes nif^ or likely 
tpbe oaiide. 

>!J^itb siuowp est(?ena, I aro eyer, ipy dear ftieudj, 
yours most affectionately, B, Franklin. 
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LETTERS TO RICHARD OSWALD, ESQ. AND TO 

LORD SHELBURNE. 

Sir, Passy, July 12, 1782* 

I enclose a letter for Lord Shelburne, to go by 
your courier, with some others, of which I request 
his care. They may be put into the penny post. I 
have received a note informing me that '* some oppo- 
sition given by his Lordship to Mr. Fox's decided 
plan^ of unequivocally acknowledging American inde- 
pendencCj wis one cause of that gentleman's resigna- 
tion ;" this, from what you have told me, appears 
improbable. It is farther said '* that Mr. Grenville 
thinks Mr. Fox's resignation will be fetal to the pre* 
sent negotiation." This perhaps is as groundless as 
the former. Mr. Grenville's next courier will pro- 
bably clear up matters. I did understand from him 
that such an acknowledgment was intended previous 
to the commencement of the treaty ; and until it is 
made, and the treaty formally begun, propositions 
and discussions seem, on consideration, to be un* 
timely ; nor can I enter into particulars without Mr. 
Jay, who is now ill with the influenza. My letter 
therefore to his Lordship is merely complimentary 
on his latq appointment. I wish a continuance of 
your health, in that at present sickly city, being 
with sincere esteem, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant,^ B. Franklin. 

My Lord, Passy, July 12, 1782. 

Mr. Oswald informing me that he is about to 
dispatch a courier, I embrace the opportunity of 
congratulating your Lordship on your appointment 
to the Treasury. It is an extension of your power to 
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do good, and in that view, if in no other, it must in- 
crease your happiness, which I heartily wish ; being 
with great and sincere respect, my Lord, your Lord- 
ship's most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

Right Honorable the Earl of Shelburne^ 

TO LE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE. 

Passy, July 24, 1782 

*' In answer to your questions, Mr. Oswald is 
doing nothing, having neither powers nor instructions ; 
and being tired of doing nothing, has dispatched a 
courier requesting leave to return. He has I believe 
received no letters, since I saw you, from Lord Shel- 
burne. Mr. Grenville's return hither is I think 
doubtful, as he was particularly connected in friend- 
ship with Mr. Fox ; but if he stays, I suppose some 
other will be sent, for I do not yet see sufficient 
reason to think they would abandon the negotiation, 
though from some appearances I imagine they are 
more intent upon dividing us, than upon making a 
general peace. I have heard notiiing farther from 
Mr. Laurens, nor received any paper from him re- 
specting Lord Cornwallis. And since that General's 
letter written after the battle of Camden, and order- 
ing not only the confiscation of rebels' estates, but 
the hanging of prisoners, has been made public, I 
should not wonder if the Congress were to disallow 
our absolution of his parole, and recall him to 
America. With everlasting esteem and respect, I 
am, dear sir, yours most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 
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J'ROM DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My DEAR Pribnd, , London, July 26, 1782. 

You will have heard, before you receive this, 
that Mr. Thomas Townshend is appointed Secretary 
of State for that department to which the American 
correi^pondence belongs. He is, and has been for 
many years, one of my most intimate friends. A 
more honorable and honest man does not exist. I 
have been requested, in connexion with him, to un- 
dertake one branch of his office relating to America, 
as instrumental to some necessary arrangements in 
the course of a negotiation for peace with Ame- 
rica. The point which I have been requested to un- 
dertake is, the case, or rather the diversity of cases 
of the American refugees. I understand that in the 
progress of this business, I shall be referred to a 
correspondence with you, as matter may arise. 
My purpose therefore for the present is only to ad- 
vertise you of this,, in case you should have any pre- 
liminary matter to give or receive elucidation upon. 
I am very ready to undertake any matter which 
may be necessary or instrumental towards peace, 
especially in connexion with my worthy friend Mr. 
Townshend. 

You know all my principles upon American paci- 
fication, and sweet reconciliation. I shall always re- 
main in the same. But the delegation of a single 
point to me, such as the case of the refugees, does 
not entitle me to advise upon the great outlines or 
principles of such pacific negotiations. I shall retain 
my full reservation in such points as events may 
justify. My personal motive for saying this to you, 
is obvious. But in point of justice to those who 
have at present the direction of public measures in 
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this country, I must request that this caution of 
mine may be accepted only as personal to myself, 
and not as inferential upon the conduct of others, 
where I am not a party. Having taken a zealous 
part in the principles and negotiations of peace, I 
wish to stand clear from any collateral constructions 
which might affect myself, and at the same time 
not to impose any collateral or inferential construc- 
tions upon others. 

Grod prosper the work of peace and good wiU (as 
the means of peace) among men. I am ever your 
most affectionate friend, D. Hartley. 

FROM LORD GRANTHAM TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
Sir, Whitehall, July 26, 11^2. 

As the first object of my wishes is to contribute 
to the establishment of an honorable and lasting 
peace, I address myself to you without ceremony, 
i^on the conviction that you agree with me in 
this principle. If I was not convinced that it was 
also the real system of the ministers of this country, 
I should not now be co-operating with them. The 
step they had already taken in sending Mr. Gren- 
ville to Paris, is a proof of their intentions ; and as 
that gentleman does not return to his station there, 
I trust that the immediate appointment of a person 
tp. succeed him, will testify my agreement to the 
principles upon which he was employed. I there- 
fore beg leave to recommend Mr. Fitzherbert* to 
your acquaintance, who has the King's commands 
to repair to Paris. 

As I have not the advantage of being known to 
you, I can claim no pretence for my application to 
you, but my public situation, and my desire to merit 

* Aileyne Fitt^erbert :—i^ce created Lord Si. Helens. 
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your confidence upon a subject of so much import* 
ance a$ a pacification between the parties now en- 
gaged in a calamkou^s war* 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, Sir> 
your most obedient huqible servant, Grantham. 

FROM LORD SHELBURNE TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
Sir, Sbeiburne House, July 27, 1782. 

I am much obKged by the honor of your letter 
of the 12th instant. You do me most acceptable 
justice in supposing my happiness intimately con- 
nected with that of mankind, and I can with truth 
assure you, it will give me great satisfaction in every 
situation to merit the continuance of your good 
opinion. 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere regard 
and esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, Shelburne. 

TO MR. OSWALD. 
Sir, P&9sy, July 28, 1782, 8 o*ok)ck p. m. 

I have but this minute had an opportunity, by 
the departure of my company, of perusing the letters 
you put into my haods this afternoon ; and I return 
them directly without waiting till our interview to- 
morrow momipg, because I would not give a mo- 
ipent'^ delay to the delivery of those directed to 
other perilous- The situation of Captain Asgill and 
his family afflictfif me : but I do not see what can be 
done by any we here to relieve them. It cannot 
be supposed that General Washington has the least 
desire of taking the life of that gentleman. His aim 
i^ to obtain the punishment, committed on a pri- 
soner in cold; bloody by Captain Lippincott. If the 
English refiise to deliver up or punish this murderer, 
it is saying that they choose to preserve him rather 



236 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

than Captain Asgill. It seems to me therefore that 
the application should be made to the English minis- 
ters, for positive orders directing General Carleton 
to deliver up Lippincott, which orders being ob- 
tained should be dispatched immediately by a swift- 
sailing vessel. I do not think any other means can 
produce the effect desired. The cruel murders of 
this kind committed by the English on our people 
since the commencement of the war, are innume- 
rable. The Congress and their generals, to satisfy 
the people, have often threatened retaliation, but 
have always hitherto forborne to execute it ; and 
they have often been told insultingly by their ene- 
mies, that this forbearance did not proceed from 
humanity but fear. General Greene, thoirgh he 
solemnly and publicly promised it in a proclamation, 
never made any retaliation for the murder of Colonel 
Haynes, and many others in Carolina; and the 
people, who now think that if he had fulfilled his 
promise, this crime would not have been committed, 
clamor so loudly, that I doubt General Washington 
cannot well refuse what appears to them so just and 
necessary for their common security. I am per- 
suaded nothing I could say to him on the occasion 
would have the least effect in changing his determi- 
nation. Excuse me then, if I presume to advise the 
dispatching a courier immediately to London, pro- 
posing to the consideration of ministers the sending 
such orders to General Carleton directly. They 
would have an excellent effect in other views. The 
post goes to-morrow morning at ten o'clock ; but as 
nine days have been spent in bringing the letters 
here by that conveyance, an express is preferable. 
With sincere esteem I have the honor to te, &c. 

B. Franklin. 
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TO M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES. 
Sir, Passy, August 8, 1782. 

Yesterday Mr. Oswald communicated to Mr. 
Jay and me, a paper he had just received from his 
court, being a copy of the King's order to the attor- 
ney or solicitor general to preparela commission to 
pass the great seal, appointing him to treat with us, 
&e. and he showed us a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Townshend, which expresses his concern that the 
commission itself could not be sent by this courier, 
the officers who were to expedite it being in the 
country, which would occasion a delay of eight or 
ten days ; but that its being then sent might be de- 
pended on, and it was hoped the treaty might in the 
mean time be proceeded on. Mr. Oswald left with 
me a copy of the paper, which I enclose for your 
Excellency's consideration, and am, with great re- 
spect. Sir, your Excellency's, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

ANSWER. 

A M. Franklin; 

Je refois. Monsieur, la lettre de ce jour dont 
vous m'avez honor6, et la copie du pouvoir que M. 
Oswald vous a communiqu6. La forme dans la- 
quelle il est con^u n'6tant pas celle qui est usit6e, je 
ne puis pas arrfeter mon opinion k line premiere vue ; 
je vais I'examiner avec la plus grande attention, et 
si vous voulez bien vous rendre ici Samedi matin, je 
pourrai en cohfi6rer avec vous et avec M. Jay, s'il lui 
^toit commode de vous accompagner. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, tr^-parfaitement. Monsieur, 
votre trfes humble, &c. De Verg^nnes. 

VeraalUes, le 8 AoAt, 1782. 
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TO THE HON. ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Passy, August 12, 1782. 

" The second ohanges in thci ministry of Eng- 
land have occasioned ot have afforded pretences fol' 
various delays in the negotiation for peace. Mr. 
Grenvilk bad tWo successive imperfect commissions^ 
He was at length recalled, and Mr. Fitzherbert is 
now arrived to replace him, with a commission rii 
due form, to treat with France, Spaini^ add Holland. 
Mr. Oswald, who is bete, is informed that a com- 
mission impoweriiig him to treat vnth the commiid- 
sioners of CSongress will pass the seals, and be sent 
him in H few days. Till it arrives, this court will 
not proceed in its own tiegotiation^ I send fbd en^ 
abling act, as it u$ called. Mr. Jay will acquaint 
you with what passes between bdm amd the Spsnisb 
ambassador respecting the proposed treaty with 
Spain. I will only mei>tioo that my conjendtiire of 
that court's des%n to coop us up within the Alle- 
ghany mountains is now manifested ; I hope Con- 
gress will insist on the Mislsis^^ippi as the boundary, 
and the free navigation of the river, frofti which they 
Would efttir^ly exclude uS. B. FftAiritLil^." 

TO HIS ^XCELLEJ^GV J. SAY^ t&d^ 
Dear Sih^ Pasqfi Se^it. 4^ rfy2. 

Mr^ Oswald's courieif bc»i^ retiirmed, with di- 
i^tioni^ to himi to marke- the independence of Ame^ 
rica the fiir^t articles in the treaty, I wouldf wait off 
you,* if I co^ldV ter dis^oi^se cm iik& sulji^ct : but as I 
cannot, I wish ti^' SM^ ytm hiere this ^/^moigr if ^^ 
ineo^i^e^ent ft^ ym.^ WMk great eirte<M», I h^ve 
the ho^or tt> be:^ dear Sir, yom? tooi^ obdcS^nt and 
most humble servant, R FtfAJmifKr. 
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LEXrXR AND OFFICIAL COMMUNiCA^TlON FlU)M 
RICHARD OSWALD^ ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

Sir, 

In consequence of the notice I have just now 
had from Mr. Jay of your desire of an extract from 
my last letter from the secretary of state, regarding 
the proposed treaty on the subject of American 
affairs^ and my authority in relatioa thereto^ I take 
the liberty to send the same enclosed ; whicb^ toge- 
ther with the powers contained in the commission 
which I had the honor of laying before you and Mr* 
Jay, I am hopeful will satisfy you of the wilUngness^ 
and sincere desire of his Majesty to give you entire 
content on that important subject. 

This extract I would have sent before now, if I 
had thought you wished to have it before I had the 
honor of waiting on you myself ; which was only 
delayed until I should be informed by Mr. Jay,, that 
you were well enough to see me upon business. I 
heartily wish you a recovery of your health, and an>^ 
with sincere esteem and regard. Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Richard Oswald.- 

Paris, Sept. 5, 1782. 

(Enclosed in the foregoing.} 

Extract of a Letter to Richard Oswald, Esq. from 
the Right Honorable Thomas Townshend, one of 
his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State,, dated 
Whitehall, Sept. 1, 1782. 
" Sir, 

*^i; have received and laid before the King your 
letters of the 17th, 18th, and 21st ult.; and I am 
commanded to signify to you his Majesty's wppto- 
baftioiD of y(Miff condtict, in communicating \»^ the 
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American Commissioners the fourth article of your in- 
structions ; which could not but convince them, that 
the negotiation for peace, and the cessation of inde- 
pendence to the Thirteen United Colonies, were in- 
tended to be carried on and concluded with the 
Commissioners in Europe. 

** Those gentlemen having expressed their satis- 
faction concerning that article, it is hoped they will 
not entertain a doubt of his Majesty's determination 
to exercise, in the fullest extent, the powers with 
which the act of parliament hath invested him, by 
granting to America, full, complete, and uncondi- 
tional independence, in the most explicit manner, as 
an article of treaty. Richard Oswald." 

Paris, Sept. 5, 1782. 

TO RICHARD OSWALD, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, Sept. 8, 1782. 

I have received the honor of yours, dated the 
5th instant, enclosing an extract of a letter to your 
Excellency from the Right Hon. Thomas Towns- 
hend, one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, wherein your conduct in communicating to us 
the fourth article of your instructions appears to 
have been approved by his Majesty. I suppose 
therefore that there is no impropriety in my request- 
ing a copy of that instruction ; and if you see none, 
I wish to receive it from you, hoping it may be of 
use in removing some of the difficulties that obstruct 
our proceeding. With great and sincere esteem, I 
am, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, B. Franklin. 

Copy of the Fourth Article of his Majesty's in- 
structions to Richard Oswald, for his government in 
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treating with the Commissioners of the Thirteen 
United Colonies of America for a truce or peace, 
the said instructions being dated the 31st day of 
July, 1782; viz. 

** 4th Article. In case you find the American 
Commissioners are not at liberty to treat on any 
terms short of independence, you are to declare to 
them, that you have authority to make that con- 
cession ; our ardent wish for peace disposing us to 
purchase it at the price of acceding to the complete 
independence of the Thirteen Colonies, namely, New 
Hampshire, Massachusett's Bay, Rhode Island, Con* 
necticut. New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 
three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
in North America, Richard Oswald." 

Passy, Sept. 9, 1782. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF GRANTHAM. 

My Lord, Passy, Sept. 11, 1782. 

A long and severe indisposition has delayed 
my acknowledging the receipt of the letter your 
Lordship did me the honor of writing to me by Mr, 
Fitzherbert. 

You do me justice in believing that I agree with 
you in earnestly wishing the establishment of an 
honorable and lasting peace ; and I am happy to be 
assured by your Lordship that it is the system of the 
ministers with whom you are co-operating. I know 
it to be the sincere desire of the United States ; and 
with such dispositions on both sides, there is reason 
to hope that the good work in its progress will meet 
with little difficulty. A small one has occurred in 
the commencement, with which Mr. Oswald will 

VOL. II. Q 
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acquaint you. I flatter myself that me&as wiU be 
found on your part for removing it; and my best en- 
deavours in removing subsequent obes (if any should 
arise) may be relied on. 

I had the honor of being known to your Lord- 
ship's father. On several occasions he manifested a 
regard for me, and a confidence in me. I shall be 
happy if my conduct in the present important busi- 
ness may procure me the same rank in the esteem of 
his worthy successor. I am, with sincere respect, 
my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and most 
humble servant, B. Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEy, ES^. 

My dear Friend, I^assy, Sept. 17, 1762. 

I did receive the paper you inquire about, inti- 
tled Preliminaries, and dated May, 1782,* but it was 
from you, and I know nothing of their having been 

May, 1762. 
• PRELIMINARIES. 

1. ''That the British troops shaU be withdrawn from the thir- 
teen provinces of North America, and a truce made between 
Great Britain and the said provinces for years. (Sup- 
pose ten or twenty years.) 

2. '< That a negotiation for peace sbaU hcniA fide be opened 
between Great Britain and the allies of America. 

3. '< If the proposed negotiation between Great Britain and 
the allies of America should not succeed so far as to produce 
peace, but that war should continue between the said parlies^ that 
America should act and be treated as a neutrid nation. 

4. ** That whenever peace shall take place between Great 
Britain and the allies of America, the truce between Great Britain 
and America shall be converted into a perpetual peace. The 
independence of America shall be admitted and guaranteed by 
Great Britain, and a commercial treaty settled between them. 

6. ''That these propositions diall be made to the coart of 
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communicated to tjiis court. The third proposition, 
** that in case the negotiation between Great Britain 
and the allies of America should not succeed, but 
war continue between them, America should act 

France for communication to the American commissioners, and 
for ah answer to the court of Great Britain.*^ 

On the day when I receired the above Preliminaries Mr. 
GrenyiUe visited me. He acquainted me that his courier was 
returned, and had brought him full powers to treat for a 
peace with France and her allies. That he had been to Ver- 
sailles and had shown his power to M. de Vergennes, and left a 
copy with him. That he had also a letter of credence which 
he was not to deliver till France should think fit to send a 
miaister of the same kind to London. That M. de Vergennes had 
told him he would lay it before the king, and had desired to see 
him again on Wednesday. That Mr. Oswald had arrived in 
Jjmion about an hour before the courier came away. That Mr. 
Fox in his letter had charged him to thank me for that which I 
had written, and to tell me he hoped I would never forget that 
he and I were of the same country. I answered that I should 
always esteem it an honor to be owned as a countryman by 
Mr. Fox. He had requested at our last interview that if I saw 
no impropriety in doing it, I would favor him with a sight of 
the treaty of alliance between France and America. I acquainted 
htm that it was priated, but if he could not readily meet with a 
copy, I would have one written for bin. And as he had not 
been able to find one, I this day gave it to him. He lent me a 
London Gazette, containing Admiral Rodney's account of his 
victory over M. de Grasse, and the accounts of other successes in 
the Easi Indies, assuring me however that those events made not 
tha least dMunge in the sincere desire of his court to treat for 
peace* 

la the afternoon the Marquis de la Fay'ette called upon me* 
X acquainted him with what Mr. Grenville had told me respecting 
hi/s confidential letter, and the expectation that a person on the 
part of thi^ court would be sent to London with a conumssioa 
similar to his.* The Marquis told me tkat he was on his way t^ 
Versailles, and shoald see M. de Ycrgonnes. We concluded 



244 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

and be treated as a neutral nation," appeared at first 
sight inadmissible, being contrary to our treaty. 

' that it would now be proper for him to make the proposition we 
had before talked of, that he should be the person employed in 
that service. 

On Monday the 27th I received a letter from Mr. Jay, dated 
the 8tb, acquainting me that he had received mine of the 2 1st 
and 22nd past, and had concluded to set out for Paris about the 
19th, so that he may be expected in a few days. 

I dined this day with Count d'Estaing, an4 a number of brave 
marine officers that he had invited. We were all a little dejected 
and chagrined with the news. I mentioned by way of encourage- 
ment the observation of the Turkish Bashaw who was taken with 
his fleet at Lepanto by the Venetians. <' Ships," says he, ** are 
like my master's beard, you may cut it, but it will grow again. 
He has cut off from your government all the Morea, which is 
like a limb that you will never recover.'* And his words proved 
true. 

On Tuesday I dined at Versailles with some friends, so was not 
at home when the Marquis de la Fayette called to acquaint me 
that M. de V. informed him that the full power received by 
Mr. Grenville from London related to Prance only. The Mar- 
quis left for me this information, which I could not understand. 

On Wednesday I was at court and saw the copy of the power. 
It appeared full with regard to treating with France, but men- 
tioned not a word of her allies. And as M. de Vergennes had 
explicitly and constantly from the beginning declared to the 
several messengers, Mr. Forth, Mr. Oswald, and Mr. Grenville, 
that France could only treat in concert with her allies, and it had 
in consequence been declared on the part of the British ministry, 
that they consented to treat for a general peace, and at Paris, 
the sending this partial power appeared to be invidious, and a 
mere invention to occasion delay, the late disaster to the French 
fleet having probably given the court of England fresh courage, 
and other views. M. de Vergennes said he should see Mr. Gren- 
ville on Thursday, and would speak his mind to him on the sub- 
ject very plainly. ** They want," says he, " to treat with us for 
you ; but this the king will not agree to. He thinks it not con- 
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The truce too seems not to have been desired by 
any of the parties. With unalterable esteem and 
affection, I am, my dear friend, ever yours, &c, 

B. Franklin. 

sistent with the dignity of your state. You will treat for your- ' 
selves ; and every one of the powers at war with England will 
make its own treaty. All that is necessary to he observed for our 
common security is, that tMe treaties go hand in hand, and are 
signed all on the same day." 

Prince Bariatinski, the Russian ambassador, was particularly 
civil to me this day at Court ; apologised for what had passed 
relating to the visit, expressed himself extremely sensible of my 
friendship in covering the affair, which might have occasioned to 
htm very disagreeable consequences, &c. The Comte du Nord 
came to M . de Vergennes's while we were taking coffee after 
dinner. He appears lively and active. There was an opera at 
night for his entertainment. The house being richly finished with 
abundance of carving and gilding, well illuminated with wax 
tapers, and the company all superbly dressed, many of the men in 
cioth of tissue, and the ladies sparkling with diamonds, formed 
altogether the most splendid spectacle my eyes ever beheld. 

I had some little conference to-day with MM. Berkenrode, 
Vanderpierre, and Boeris, the ambassadors of Holland, and the 
agents of the Dutch East India Company. They informed me 
that the second letter of Mr. Pox to the mediating minister of 
Russia, proposing a separate peace with Holland, made no more 
impression than the first, and no peace would be made but in 
concurrence with France. 

The Swedish minister told me he expected orders from his 
court relative to a treaty, &c. 

I had at our last interview given Mr. Grenville a rendezvous 
for Saturday morning, and having some other engagements for 
Thursday and Friday, though I wished to speak with him on the 
subject of his power, I did not go to him, but waited his coming 
to me on Saturday. On Friday May 31, Mr. Oswald called on 
me, being just returned, and brought me the following letter from 
D. Hartley, Esq. and two letters from Lord Shelburne, the first 
of which had been written before Mr. O.'s arrival in London. 
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THE RIGHT HON. THOS. TOWNSHEND TO RICHARD 

OSWALD, ESQ. (Private.) 

Sir, Whitehall, Sept. '20, 1782. 

A meeting of the king's confidential servants 
was held as soon as possible to consider the contents 
of them, and it was at once agreed to make the alte- 
ration in the commission proposed by Dr. Franklin 
and Mr. Jay. I trust that the readiness with which 
this proposal has been accepted will be considered 
as an ample testimony of the openness and sincerity 
with which the government of this country is dis- 
posed to treat with the Americans. 

The commission is passing with as much dispatch 
as the forms of oflSce will allow, but I thought it 
material that no delay should happen in giving you 
notice of the determination of his majesty's council 
upon this subject. You will receive the commission 
very soon after this reaches you. I am, with great 
regard, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

T. ToWNSHEND. 

TO THE HON. ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 

Passy, Sept. '26, 1782. 

" The negotiations for peace have hitherto 
amounted to little more than mutual professions of 
sincere desires, &c. ; being obstructed by the want 
of due form in the English commissions appointing 
their plenipotentiaries. The objections made to those 
for treating with France, Spain, and Holland, were 
first removed ; and by the enclosed* it seems that 

• Commission under the Great Seal of Great Britain, empower- 
ing Richard Oswald, Esq. to treat with the Commissioners of the 
Thirteen United States of America. 
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out objections to that for treating with us will now 
be removed also; so that we expect to begin in a 
few days our negotiations. But there are so many 
interests to be considered and settled in a peace be- 
tween five different nations, that it will be well not 
to flatter ourselves with a very speedy conclusion." 

TO THE HON. ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 
SiH, Passy, Oct. 14. 1782. 

In my last of the 26th past, I mentioned that 
the negotiations for peace had been obstructed by 
the want of due form in the English commissions 
appointing their plenipotentiaries. In that for treat- 
ing with us, the mentioning our states by their public 
name had been avoided, which we objecting to, 
another is Come, of which I send a copy inclosed. 
We have now made several preliminary propositions, 
which the English minister, Mr. Oswald, has ap-' 
proved, and sent to his court. He thinks they will 
be approved there, but I have some doubts. In a 
few days, however, the answer expected will deter- 
nnne. By the first of these articles the king of Great 
Britain renounces, for himself and successors, all 
claim and pretension to dominion or territory within 
the thirteen United States ; and the boundaries' are 
described as in our instructions, except that the 
line between Nova Scotia and New England is to 
be settled by commissioners after the peace. By 
another article the fishery in the American seas is to 
be freely exercised by thfe Americans, wherever they 
might formerly exercise it while united with Great 
Britain. By another, the citizens and subjects of 
each nation are to enjoy the same protection and 
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privileges in each other's ports and countries, re- 
specting commerce, duties, &c., that are enjoyed by 
native subjects. The articles are drawn up very 
fully by Mr. Jay, who I suppose sends you a copy ; 
if not, it will go by the next opportunity. If these 
articles are agreed to, I apprehend little diflSculty in 
the rest. Something has been mentioned about the 
refugees and English debts, but not insisted on, as 
we declared at once, that whatever confiscations had 
been made in America, being in virtue of the laws of 
particular states, the Congress had no authority to 
repeal those laws, and therefore could give us none 
to stipulate for such repeal. 

The ministry here have been induced to send over 
M. de Rayneval, secretary of the council, to converse 
with Lord Shelburne, and endeavour to form,' by 
that means, a more perfect judgment of what was to 
be expected from the negotiation. He was five or 
six days in England, saw all the ministers, and re- 
turned quite satisfied that they are sincerely desirous 
of peace ; so that the negotiations now go on with 
some prospect of success. But the court and people 
of England are very changeable. A little turn of 
fortune in their favor sometimes turns their heads ; 
and I shall not think a speedy peace to be depended 
on till I see the treaties signed. With great esteem, 
I have the honor to be, sir, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN ADAMS, ESQ. MINISTER 

PLENIPOTENTIARY, &C. 

Sir, Passy, Oct. 16, 1782. 

Mr. Jay has, I believe, acquainted you with the 
obstructions our peace negotiations have met with^ 
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and that they are at length removed. By the next 
courier expected from London, we may be able 
perhaps to form some judgment of the probability of 
success, so far as relates to our part of the peace. 
How likely the other powers are to settle their pre- 
tensions, I cannot yet learn. In the mean time 
America is gradually growing more easy, by the 
enemy's evacuation of their posts, as you will see by 
some intelligence I enclose. With great respect, I 
have the honor to be, &c. B. Franklin. 

THE RIGHT HON. T. TOWNSHEND, TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
Sir, Whitehall, Oct. 23, 1782. 

As Mr. Strachey * " is going from hence to Paris 
with some particulars for Mr. Oswald, which were 
not easily to be explained in writing, I take the 
liberty of introducing him to your acquaintance, 
though I am not sure that he is not already a little 
known to you. The confidential situation in which 
he stands with me makes me particularly desirous 
of presenting him to you. 

I believe, sir, I am enough known to you for you 
to believe me, when I say, that there has not been 
from the beginning a single person more averse to 
the unhappy war, or who wishes more earnestly than 
I do, for a return of peace and mutual amity between 
Great Britain and America. I am, with great re- 
gard, sir, your most obedient humble servant. 

T. ToWNSHEND. 

• Under-Secretary of State in the department of Mr. Towns- 
hend (afterwards Lord Sydney). 
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ANSWER TO THE RIGHT HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND^ 
ONE OF HIS majesty's PRINCIPAL SfiCRETARlES 
OF STATE. 

Sir, Passy, Not. 4, 1782. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me by Mr. Stracbey ; and was much 
pleased with the opportunity it gave me of renewing 
and increasing my acquaintance with a gentleman 
of so amiable and deserving a character.* 

I am sensible you have ever been averse to the 
measures that brought on. this unhappy war; I have, 
therefore, no doubt of the sincerity of your wishes 
for a return of peace« Mine are equally earnest. 
Nothing therefore, except the beginning of the war, 
has given me more concern than to learn at the con-* 
elusion of our conferences, that it is not likely to be 
soon ended. Be assured no endeavours on my part 
would be wanting to remove any difficulties that 
may have arisen j, or even if a peace were made, to 
procure afterwards any changes in the treaty that 
might tend to render it more perfect, and the peace 
more durable. But we, who are here, at so great a 
distance from our constituents, have not the possi- 
bility of obtaining in a few days fresh instructions, 
as is the case with your negotiators, and are there- 
fore obliged to insist on what is conformable to those 
we have, and at the same time appears to us just and 
reasonable. With great esteem and respect, I have 
the honor to be, sir, &c. B. Franklin. 

* Dr. Franklin had formerly knowti thW gi^ndeman wh&o he 
acted as secretary to the commission which Lord Howe and his 
brother the general were charged with in America, in the year 
1776; the particulars of which are related in the Memoirs of the 
Life of Dr, Franklin, 
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HENRY STRACHEY, ESQ. TO THE MINISTERS PLENI- 
POTENTIARY FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

Gentlemen, Paris, Nov. 6, 1782. 

Knowing the expectation of the king's ministers, 
that full indemnity shall be provided for the whole 
body of refugees, either by a refetitution of their pro- 
perty, or by some stipulated compensation for their 
losses, and being confident, as I have repeatedly 
assured you, that your refusal upon this point will 
be the great obstacle to a conclusion and ratification 
of that peace which is meant as a solid, perfect, per* 
manent reconciliation and re-union between Great 
Britain and America, I am unwilling to leave Paris 
without once more submitting the matter to your 
consideration. It affects equally, in my opinion, 
the honor and humanity of your country and of ours. 
How far you will be justified in risking every favorite 
object of America, by contending against those prin^ 
ciples, is for you to determine. Independence and 
more than a reasonable possession of territory seem^ 
to be within your reach. Will you suffer them to be 
outweighed by the gratification of resentment against 
individuals ? I venture to assert that such a con^ 
duct hath no parallel in the history of cirilised 
nations. 

I am under the necessity of sdtting out by two 
o'clock to-day ; if the time is too short for your re- 
consideration and final determination of this impoi^ 
tant point, I shall hope that you will enable Mr.: 
Oswald to dispatch a messenger after me, who mayr 
be with me before morning at Chantilly, where E 
propose sleeping to-night, or who may overtake me 
before I arrive in London, with a satisfactory answef 
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to this letter. I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, 
yours, &c. H, Strachey. 

{Answer to the foregoing.^ 

TO H. STRACHEY, ESQ. 

Sir, Passy, Nov. 6, 1782. 

We have been honored with your favor of the 
5th instant, and as our answer to a letter we received 
from Mr. Oswald on the same subject contains our 
unanimous sentiments respecting it, we take the 
liberty of referring you to the inclosed copy of that 
answer. We have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient servants, &c. 

COPY OF THE LETTER TO MR, OSWALD. 
Sir, Nov. 6, 1782. 

In answer to the letter you did us the honor to 
write on the 4th instant, we beg leave to repeat what 
we often said in conversation, viz. that the restora- 
tion of such of the estates of refugees as have been 
confiscated is impracticable, because they were con- 
fiscated by laws of particular states, and in many 
instances have passed by legal titles through several 
hands. Besides, sir, as this is a matter evidently 
appertaining to the internal polity of the separate 
states, the Congress by the nature of our constitution 
have no authority to interfere with it. 

As to your demand of compensation to those per- 
sons, we forbear enumerating our reasons for thinking 
it ill founded : in the moment of conciliatory over- 
tures it would not be proper to call certain scenes 
into view, over which a variety of considerations 
should induce both parties at present to draw a veil. 
Permit us therefore only to repeat, that we cannot 
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stipulate for such compensation, unless on your part 
it be agreed to make retribution to our citizens for 
the heavy losses they have sustained by the unneces- 
sary destruction of their private property. 

We have already agreed to an amnesty more ex- 
tensive than justice required, and full as extensive 
as humanity could demand. We can therefore only 
repeat, that it cannot be extended further. 

We should be sorry if the absolute impossibility of 
our complying further with your propositions on this 
head, should induce Great Britain to continue the 
war, for the sake of those who caused and prolonged 
it. But if that should be the case, we hope that the 
utmost latitude will not be again given to its rigors. 

Whatever may be the issue of this negotiation, be 
assured, sir, that we shall always acknowledge the 
liberal, manly, and candid manner in which you 
have conducted it, and that we shall remain, with 
the warmest sentiments of esteem and regard, your 
most obedient and very humble servants. 

TO RICHARD OSWALD, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, November 26, 1782. 

You may well remember that in the beginning 
of our conferences, before the other commissioners 
arrived, on mentioning to me a retribution for the 
loyalists whose estates had been forfeited, I ac- 
quainted you that nothing of that kind could be sti- 
pulated by us, the confiscations being made by virtue 
of laws of particular states, which the Congress had 
no power to contravene or dispense with, and there- 
fore could give us no such authority in our commis- 
sion. And I gave it as my opinion, honestly and 
cordially, that if a reconciliation was intended, no 
mention should be made in our negotiations of those 
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people; for they having done infinite mischief te 
our properties by wantonly burning and destroying 
farm-houses, villages, and towns, if compensation 
for their losses were insisted on, we should certainly 
exhibit against it an account of all the ravages they 
had committed, which would necessarily recall to 
view scenes of barbarity that must inflame instead of 
conciliating, and tend to perpetuate an enmity that 
we all profess a desire of extinguishing. Under- 
standing however from you, that this was a point 
your ministry had at heart, I wrote concerning it to 
Congress, and I have lately received the following: 

" By the United States in Congress assembled. 

September ID, 1782. 
" Resolved, that the secretary for fordgn affairs be, and 
is bereby directed to obtain as speedily as possible authentic 
returns of the stores and other property which have been 
carried off or destroyed in the course of the war by the ene- 
my, and to transmit the same to the ministers plenipotentiary 
iTor degotiating a peace. 

'' That in the mean time the secretary for foreign affairs in- 
form the said ministers, that many thousands of slaves, and 
other property to a very great amount, have been carried off" 
or. destroyed by the enemy; and that, in the opinion of 
Congress, the great loss of property which the citiseos of the 
United States have sustained by the enemy wiU be considered 
by several states as an inseparable bar to their making resti- 
tution or indemnification to the former owners of property, 
which has been or may be forfeited to, or confiscated by any 
of- the states. 

^ Iq consequence of these resolutions, and the circular let- 
ters to the secretary, the assembly of Pennsylvaaia then 
sitting passed the fblLpwing act, viz, 

'* The state of Pennsylvania in general fussembly. 

WedMsday, Septeisber 18, 1762. 
'^ The SiUl iotilled ' An Act for prcx:uring an estiiBate of 
the ^a^ges sustieiined by tlie inJhabitsii^ts of Pepofwlnmit, 
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fVom the troops wd ^h^r^uts to the king of Great Britain 
during the present war/ was reed a second time. 

'' Ordered to be traiisQribed aad printed for public consi- 
deration. 

^' Extracts from the minutes, 
'^Petcb Z. Lloyj}^ 
** Clerk of the generid asBembly.'^ 

'^Bill intitled ^ An Act for procuring an estimate of the 
damages sustained by the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, from 
the troops and adherents of the king of Great Britain during 
the present war.' 

'^ Whereas great damages of the most wanton nature have 
been committed by the armies of ihe king of Great Britain or 
their adherents^ widiin the territory of the United States of 
I*forth America^ unwarranted by the practice of civilized na* 
tions, and only to be accounted for from the vindictive, spirit 
of the said king and his oflSlcers. And whereas an accurate 
account and estimate of such damages, more especially the 
waste and destruction of property, may be very useful to the 
peo}de of the United States of America, in forming a*future 
treaty of peace, and in the mean time may serve to eichifaat 
in a true light to the nations of Europe the conduct of the 
said king, his ministers, officers, and adhereots« to the end, 
therefore, that proper measures be taken to ascertain the 
damages aforesaid, which have been done to the citizens and 
inhabitants of Peimsylvaiua, in the course of the present war^ 
within tJiis state : 

^* Be it enacted by the representatives of the freemen of 
the commonwealth c^ Pennsylvania, in gatieral assembly met, 
and by the authcmty of the same, that in every county of this 
statCj which has beto invaded by the armies, soldiers, and 
adherents of the king of Great Britain, the commissioners of 
every such county shall immediately meet together, each 
within their county, and issue directions to the assessors of 
the respective townships, districts, and places within such 
county, to call upon the inhabitants of every towndiip and 
place to furnish accounts and estimates of the damagesi 
waste, spoil, and destruction, which have beea dom; an4 
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committed as aforesaid, upon the property, real or personal, 

within the same township or place, since the first day of. , 

which was in the year of our Lord 177 . , and the same ac- 
counts and estimates to transmit to the said commissioners 
without delay. And if any person or persons shall refuse or 
neglect to make out such accounts and estimates, tha said 
assessors of the township or place shall, from their own 
knowledge, and by any other reasonable and lawful methods, 
take and render such an account and estimate of all damages 
done or committed as aforesaid. 

'^ Provided always, that all such accounts and estimates, 
to be made out and transmitted as aforesaid, shall contain a 
narrative of the time and circumstances, and, if in the power 
of the person i^grieved, the names of the general or other 
officer, or adherent of the enemy, by whom the damage in 
any case was done, or under whose orders the army, detach- 
ment, party, or persons committing the same, acted at that 
time, and also the name and addition of the person and per- 
sons whose property was so damaged or destroyed : and that 
all such accounts and estimates be made in current money, 
upon oath or affirmation of the sufferer, or of others having 
knowledge concerning the same ; and that in every case it be 
set forth, whether the party injured had received any satis- 
faction for his loss, and by whom the same was given. 

'' And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that the said commissioners having obtained the said ac- 
counts and estimates from the assessors of the several town- 
ships and places, shall proceed to inspect and register the 
same in a book to be provided for that purpose, distinguish- 
ing the districts and townships, and entering those of each 
place together ; and if any account or estimate be imperfect 
or not sufficiently verified and established, the said commis- 
sioners shall have power, and they or any two of them are 
hereby authorised to summon and compel any person whose 
evidence they shall think necessary, to appear before them at 
a day and place to be appointed, to be examined upon oath 
or affirmation, concerning any damage or injury as aforesaid ; 
and the said commissioners shall, upon the call and demand 
of the president or vice-president of the supreme executive 
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council, deliver or send to the secretary of the said council, 
all or any of the original accounts and estimates aforesaid, 
and shall also deliver or send to the said secretary, copies of 
the book aforesaid, or any part or parts thereof, upon reason- 
able notice. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that all losses of negroes or mulatto slaves and servants who 
have been deluded, and carried away by the enemies of the 
United States, and which have not been recovered or recom- 
pensed, shall be comprehended wnthin the accounts and esti- 
mates aforesaid, and that the commissioners and assessor^ of 
any county, which hath not been invaded as aforesaid, shall 
nevertheless inquire after and procure accounts and estimates 
of any damiages suffered by the loss of such servants and 
slaves, as is herein before directed as to other property. 

'* And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
the charges and expenses of executing this act, as to the pay 
of the said commissioners and assessors, shall be, as in other 
cases, with the* witnesses, rewarded for their loss of time and 
trouble, as witnesses summoned to appear in the courts of 
quarter sessions of the peace ; and the said charges and ex- 
penses shall be defrayed by the commonwealth, but paid in 
the first instance out of the monies in the hands of the trea- 
surer of the county for county rates, and levies, upon orders 
drawn by the commissioners of the proper county." 

We have not yet had time to hear what has been 
done by the other assemblies : but I have no doubt 
that similar acts will be made by all of them ; and 
that the mass of evidence produced by the execution 
of those acts, not only of the enormities committed 
by those people under the direction of British gene- 
rals, but of those committed by the British troops 
themselves, will form a record that must render the 
British name odious in America to the latest genera- 
tions. In that authentic record will be found the 
burnings of the fine town of Charlestown, near Bos- 
ton ; of Falmouth just before winter, when the sick, 

VOL. IT. B 
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the aged, the women, and children, were driven to 
seek shelter where they could hardly find it ; of Nor- 
folk in the midst of winter; of New London, of 
Fairfield, of Esopus, &c. &c. ; besides near a hun- 
dred and fifty miles of unsettled country laid waste, 
every house and barn burnt, and many hundreds of 
farmers with their wives and children butchered 
and scalped. 

The present British ministers, when they reflect a 
little, will certainly be too equitable to suppose 
that their nation has a right to make an unjust war, 
(which they have always allowed this against us to 
be,) and to do all sorts of unnecessary mischief, un- 
justifiable by the practice of any civilised people, 
which those they make war with are to suffer, with- 
out claiming any satisfaction, but that if Britons or 
other adherents are in return deprived of any pro- 
perty, it is to be restored to them, or they are to 
be indemnified ! The British troops can never ex- 
cuse their barbarities. They were unprovoked. The 
loyalists may say in excuse of theirs, that they were 
exasperated by the loss of their estates, and ift was 
revenge. They have then had their revenge. Is it 
right they should have both ? 

Some of these people may have merit with regard 
to Britain ; those who espoused her cause from affec- 
tion, these it may become you to reward. But there 
are many of them who are waverers, and were only 
determined to engage in it by some occasional cir- 
cumstances or appearances ; these have not much 
of either merit or demerit; and there are others who 
have abundance of demerit respecting your country, 
having by their falsehoods and misrepresen^tatione 
brought on and encouraged the continuance of the 
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war. These, instead of being recompensed, should 
be punished. 

It is usual among Christian people at war to pro- 
fess always a desire of peace ; but if the ministersr 
of one of the parties chose to insist particularly on a 
certain article which they know the others are not 
and cannot be empowered to agree to> what credit 
can they expect should be given to such professions ? 

Your ministers require that we should receive 
again into our bosoms those who have been our bit- 
terest enemies, and restore their properties who have 
destroyed ours ; and this while the wounds they have 
just given us are still bleeding. It is many years 
since your nation expelled the Stuarts and their ad- 
herents, and confiscated their estates. Much oi 
your resentment against them may by this time 
be abated ; yet if we should insist on and pro^ 
pose it as an article of our treaty with you, that 
that family should be recalled, and the forfeited 
estates of its friends restored, would you think us 
serious in our professions of earnestly desiring peace l 

I must repeat my opinion that it is best for you to 
drop all mention of the refugees. We have proposed 
indeed nothing but what we think best, both for you 
as well as ourselves. , But if you will have them 
mei^tioned, let it be in an article which may provide 
that they shall exhibit accounts of their losses, to 
commissioners hereafter to be appointed, who shall 
examine the same, together with the accounts now 
preparing in America of the damages done by them, 
and state the account : and that if a balance appears 
in their favor it shall be paid by us to you, and by 
you divided among them as you shall think proper ; 
and if the balance is found due to us, it shall be paid 
by you. 
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Give me leave however to advise you to prevent 
the necessity of so dreadful a discussion, by dropping 
the article, that we may write to America, and stop 
the inquiry. I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin. 



TO R. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Passy, Dec. 6, 1782. 

You desire tobe very particularly acquainted with 
'* every step which tends to a negotiation." I am 
therefore encouraged to send you the first part of the 
Journal,* which accidents and a long severe illness 
interrupted ; but which, from notes I have by me, 
may be continued if thought proper. In its present 
state, it is hardly fit for the inspection of Congress, 
certainly not for public view. I confide it therefore 
to your prudence. 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Lau- 
rens, relieved me from much anxiety, which must 
have continued, if I had been left to finish the treaty 
alone; and it has given me the more satisfaction, as 
I am sure the business has profited by their assist- 
ance. 

Much of the summer had been taken up in object- 
ing against the powers given to Great Britain, and in 
removing those objections, in using any expressions 
that might imply an acknowledgment of our inde- 
pendence, seemed at first industriously to be avowed. 
But our refusing otherwise to treat, at length in- 
duced them to get over that difficulty, and then we 
came to the point of making propositions. Those 
made by Mr. Jay and me before the arrival of the 
other gentlemen you will find in the enclosed paper, 

* See page 112 of this vol. 
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No. I.,* which was sent by the British plenipoten- 
tiary to London for the king's consideration. After 
some weeks an under- secretary, Mr. Strachey, ar- 
rived ; with whom we had much contestation about 
the boundaries and other articles which he proposed; 
we settled some, which he carried to London, and 
returned with the propositions ; some adopted, others 
omitted or altered, and new ones added ; which you 
will see in paper No. ILf We spent many days in 
discussing and disputing, and at length agreed on 
and signed the Preliminaries, which you will re- 
ceive by this conveyance.^ The British ministers 
struggled hard for two points; that the favors 
granted to the royalists should be extended, and ajl 
our fishery contracted. We silenced them on the 
first, by threatening to produce an account of the 
mischief done by those people ; and as to the second, 
when they told us that they could not possibly agree 
to it as we requested it, and must refer it to the 
ministry in London, we produced a new article to 
be referred at the same time, with a note of facts in 
support of it, both which you have, No. IIL § Ap*- 
parently it seemed that to avoid the discussion of 
this, they suddenly changed their minds, dropped 
the design of recurring to London, and agreed to 
allow the fishery as demanded. 

You will find in the preliminaries some inaccurate 
and ambiguous expressions that want explanation, 
and which may be explained in the definitive treaty ; 
and as the British ministry excluded our proposition 

* See documents at the end of this dispatch, 
f This paper does not appear. X ^^ documents* 

§ See documents. 
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-relating to commerce, and the American prohibition 
of that with England may not be Understood to cease 
ilierely by our concluding a treaty of peace ; perhaps 
we may then, if the Congress shall think fit to direct 
it, obtain some compensation for the injuries done 
us as a condition of our opening again the trade. 
Every one of the present British ininistry has, while 
in the ministry, declared the war against us myust; 
and nothing is clearer in reason, than that those who 
injure others by an unjust war, should make full 
reparation. They have stipulated too, in these pre- 
liminaries, that in evacuating our towns, they shall 
carry off no plunder, which is a kind of acknowledg- 
ment that they ought not to have done it before. 

The reason given us for dropping the article rela- 
ting to commerce, was, that some statutes were in 
the way, which must be repealed before a treaty of 
that kind could be well formed, and that this was a 
matter to be considered in parliament. 

They wanted to bring their boundary down to the 
Ohio, and to settle their loyalists in th6 Illinois 
Tiountry. We did not choose such neighbors; 

We communicated all the articles as soon as they 
were signed, to M. le Comte de Vergennes, (except 
the separate one,) who thihkis we have managed well, 
and told me that we had settled what Was most ap- 
prehended as a diflSculty in the woi^k of a general 
f)eace, by obtaining the declaration of our indepen- 
dency. 

December 14. I have this day learnt that the 
principal preliminaries between France and England 
are agreed on ; to wit : 

1st. France is to enjoy the right of fishing, and 
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drying on all the west coast of Newfoundland dowii 
to Cape Ray. Miquelon and St. Pierre to be re- 
stored, and may be fortified. 

2nd. Senegal remains to France, ahd Goree to be 
restored. The Gambier entirely to England. 

3rd. All the places taken from France in the East 
Indies to be restored, with a certain quantity of 
territory round them. 

4th. In the West Indies, Grenada and the Grena- 
dines, St. Christopher's, Nevis and Montserrat, to 
be restored to England. St. Lucia to France. Do- 
minique to remain with France, and St. Vincent's to 
be neutralised. 

5th. No commissioner at Dunkirk. 

The points not yet quite settled, are the territory 
round the places in the Indies, and neutralisation of 
St. Vincent's. Apparently these will not create 
much difficulty. 

Holland has yet hardly done any thing in her ne- 
gotiation. 

Spain offers for Gibraltar to restore West Florida 
dnd the Bahamas. An addition is talked of the 
island of Guadaloupe, which France will cede to 
Spain in ekchange for the other half of Hispaniola^ 
and Spain to England ; but England, it is said, chose 
rather Porto Rico. Nothing yet concluded. 

As soon as I received the commission and instrtic- 
tions for treating with Sweden, I waited on the am- 
bassador here, who told me he daily expected a 
courier on that subject. Yesterday he wrote a note 
to acquaint me that he would call on me to-day, 
having something to communicate to me. Being 
obliged to go to Paris, I waited on him, when he 
showed me the full powers he had just received, and 
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I showed him mine. We agreed to meet on Wed- 
nesday next, exchange copies, and proceed to busi- 
ness. His commission has some polite expressions 
in it; to wit : *' that his Majesty thought it for the 
good of his subjects to enter into a treaty of amity 
and commerce with the United States of America, 
who had established their independence so justly 
merited by their courage and constancy ;" or to that 
effect. I imagine this treaty will be soon completed : 
if any difficulty should arise, I shall take the advice 
of my colleagues; 

I have this day signed a common letter to you, 
drawn up by my colleagues, which you will receive 
herewith. We have kept this vessel longer for two 
things, a passport promised us from England, and a 
sum to send in her ; but she is likely to depart with- 
out both, being all of us impatient that Congress 
should receive early intelligence of our proceed- 
ings ; and for the money, we may probably borrow a 
frigate. 

I am now entering on my 78th year ; public busi- 
ness has engrossed fifty of them ; I wish now to be 
for the little time 1 have left my own master. If I 
live to see this peace concluded, I shall beg leave to 
remind the Congress of their promise then to dismiss 
me. I shall be happy to sing with old Simeon, Now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
havt seen thy salvation. With great esteem, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

(Documents referred to in foregoing dispatch. J 

No. I. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard Os- 
wald, Esq. the commissioner of his Britannic Majesty, for 
treating of peace with the commissioners of the United States 
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of America, on the behalf of his said Majesty on the one 
part; and Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, two of the 
commissioners of the said states, for treating of peace with 
the commissioner of his said Majesty on their behalf, on the 
other part. 

To be inserted in, and to constitute the treaty of peace, 
proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britain 
and the said United States : but which treaty is not to be 
concluded, until his Britannic Majesty shall have agreed to 
the terms of peace between France and Britain, proposed or 
accepted by his most Christian Majesty ; and shall be ready 
to conclude with him such treaty accordingly. It being the 
duty and intention of the United States .not to desert their 
ally, but faithfully, and in all things, to abide by and fulfil 
their engagements with his most Christian Majesty. 

Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience 
are found by experience to form the only permanent founda- 
tion of peace and friendship between states, it is agreed to 
frame the articles of the proposed treaty on such principles 
of liberal equality and reciprocity, as that partial advantages 
(those seeds of discord) being excluded, such a beneficial and 
satisfactory intercourse between the two countries may be es- 
tablished, as to promise and secure to both the blessings of 
perpetual peace and harmony. 

1st. His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United 
States, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode 
Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, 
, sovereign, and independent states ; that he treats with theqi 
as such ; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relin- 
quishes all claims to the government, proprietary, and terri- 
torial rights of the same, and every part thereof: and that 
all disputes which might arise in future, on the subject of 
the boundaries of the said United States, may be prevented, 
it is hereby agreed and declared, that the following are, and 
shall remain to be, their boundaries, viz. 

The said states are bounded north, by a line to be drawn from 
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the ndrth-west angle of Nova Scotia, along the highlands, 
which divide those rivers which empty themselves into the 
river St. Lawrence, fiom those which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the northernmost head of Connecticut river ; thence 
down along the middle of that river to the forty-fifth degree 
of north latitude, and thence due west in the latitude forty- 
five degrees north' from the equator, to the north-westernmost 
'Side of the river St. Lawrence, or Cadattiqui ; thence straight 
to the south end of the lake Nipissing, and thence straight 
to the source of the river Mississippi, we$t by li line to be 
drawn along the middle of the river Mississippi, firom its 
source to where the said line shall intersect the thirty-first 
degree of north latitude ; south by a line to be drawn due 
east from the termination of the line last mentioned, in the 
latitude of thirty-one degrees north df the equator to the 
tniddle of the river Apalachicola, or Catahouchi *. thence abng 
the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint river ; thence 
straight to the head of St. Mary's river; thence down along 
the middle of St. Mary's river to the Atlantic Ocean ; and 
east by a line to be drawn along the middle of St. John's 
river, from its source to its mouth in the Bay of Fundy ; 
comprehending all islands within twenty leagues of any part 
of the shores of the United States, and lying between lines to 
be drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid boun- 
daries, between Nova Scotia, on the one part, and East Flori- 
da on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy 
and the Atlantic Ocean. 

2nd. From and immediately after the conclusion of the 
proposed treaty, there shall be a firm and perpetual peace 
between his Britamiic Majesty and the United States, and 
between the subjects of the one and the citiseais of the other: 
wherefore all hostilities, both by sea and land, shall then im*- 
tnediately cease ; all piisoners on both sides shall be s^ at 
liberty ; and his Britannic Majesty shall forthwith, and with- 
out causing any distinction, withdraw all his armies, garri- 
sons, and fleets, from the said Umted States, and from every 
post, place, and harbor, within the same, leaving in all forti- 
fications the American artillery that may be therein: and 
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vshail also order and cause ail archiveSy records, deeds, and 
papers, belonging to either of the Said states, or their citizens, 
which in the course of the war may have fallen into the 
hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored, and delivered 
to the proper states, and perdotis to whom they belong, 

3rd. That the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, and peo- 
j>le of the said United States, shall continue to enjoy unmo- 
lested the right to take fish of every kind on the banks of 
Newfoundland, and other places where the inhabitants of 
both countries used formerly, to wit, before the last war be- 
tween France and Britain, to fish, and also to dry and cure 
■the same at the accustomed places, whether belonging to his 
said Majesty, or to the United States; and his Britannic 
Majesty, and the said United States will extend equal privi* 
leges and hospitality to each other's fishermen as to their 
own. 

4th. That the navigation of the river Mississippi, ftom 
its source to the ocean, shall for ever remain free and open, 
Tind thut both there, and in all rivere, harbors, lakes, ports, 
^d places, belonging to his Britannic Majesty, or to the 
United States, or in any part of the world, the merchants 
^ni merchants' ships, of the one and the other, sha.tl be re- 
<3eived, treated, and protected, like the merchant and mer- 
chants' ships of the sovereign of the country: that is to say, 
the British merchants, and merchant ships, on the one hand,, 
shall aijoy in the United States, and in all pkces belonging 
to thein, Hie sdid protection and commercial privileges, and 
be liatde only to tiie same charges and duties as their own 
merchants and metchaM i^ips ; and <m. the other hand the 
merchants and merchaiit shijM of the United States shall 
enjoy, in all places bekmgiiEtg to his Britannic Majesty, the 
same protgction and eommereial privileges, and be liable only 
to the same d^arges and duties of British merchants and 
merchant ships, saving always to the chartered trading com* 
pianies of Great Britain such exclusive use and trade, and 
tbeir respective posts and establishments, as neither the sub- 
jects of Oreat Britain, nor any of the more favored nations 
participate in. 

Paris, 8th October, 1782. A true copy of which has been 
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agreed on between the American commissioners and me, to 
be submitted to his Majesty's consideration. 

Richard Oswald. 

Alteration to be made in the treaty f respecting the boundaries 

of Nova Scotia 9 viz, 
Easty the true line between which and the United States 
shall be settled by commissioners^ as soon as conveniently 
may be after the war. 

No. II. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard Oswald, 
Esquire, the commissioner of his Britannic Majesty , for 
treating of peace with the commissioners of the United 
States of America, in behalf of his said Majesty on the one 
part, and John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and 
Henry Laurens, four .of the commissioners of the said 
States, for treating of peace with the commissioner of his 
said Majesty on their behalf on the other part, to be in- 
serted in and constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be 
concluded between the crown of Great Britain and the said 
United States, but which treaty is not to be concluded 
until terms of a peace shall be agreed upon between Great 
Britain and France, and his Britannic Majesty shall be 
ready to conclude such treaty accordingly. 

Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience 
are found by experience to form the only pehnanent founda- 
tion of peace and friendship between States, it is agreed to 
form the articles of the proposed treaty, on such principles of 
liberal equity and reciprocity, as that partial advanti^es 
(those seeds of discord) being excluded, such a beneficial and 
satisfactory intercourse between the two countries may be 
established as to promise and secure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony. 

Article 1. His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said 
United States, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticutj, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South CaroUna^ and Georgifi, to 
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be free, sovereign, and independent States; that he treats 
with them as such, and for himself, his heirs and successors,^ 
relinquishes all claims to the government, proprietary, and 
territorial rights of the same, and every part thereof; and 
that alt disputes which might arise in future on the subject 
of the boundaries of the said United States may be prevented 
it is hereby agreed and declared that the following are, tmd 
shall be, their boundaries, viz. : 

Article 2. From the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, viz. 
That angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from 
the source of St.^ Croix River, to the highlands, along the 
said highlands which divide those rivers that empty them- 
selves into the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into 
the Atlantic Ocean, to the north-westernmost head of Connec- 
ticut river ; thence down along the middle of that river to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude, from thence by a line due 
west on said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Ca- 
taraguy, thence along the middle of said river into lake On- 
tario, through the middle of said lake, until it strikes the 
communication by water between that lake and lake Erie, 
thence along the middle of said communication into lake 
Erie, through the middle of said lake until it arrives at the 
water communication between that lake and lake Huron, 
thence along the middle of said water communication into the 
lake Huron, thence through the middle of the water commu- 
nication between that lake and lake Superior, thence through 
lake Superior, northward of the isles Royal and Phelipeaux, 
to the Long lake, thence through the middle of said Long 
lake and the water communication between it and the lake 
of the Woods, to the said lake of the Woods, thence through 
the said lake to the most north-western point thereof, 
and from thence on a due west course to the river Missis- 
sippi, thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the 
said river Mississippi until it shall intersect the northern- 
most part of the thirty-first degree of north latitude; souths 
by a line to be drawn due east from the determination of the 
line last mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees 
north of the Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola 
or Catahouche, thence along the middle thereof to its junc- 
tion with the FKnt river, thence straight to the head of St. 
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Mary's river, and thence down along the middle of St. 
Mary'd river to. the Atlantic Ocean ; east by a line to be 
drawn along the middle of the river St. Croix, from its mouth 
to the Bay of Fundy to its source, and from its source, di- 
rectly north to the aforedaid highlands, which divide the 
rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those that fait 
into the river St. Lawrence, comprehending all iriands within 
twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United States, 
and lying between lines to be drawn due east from the points 
where the aforesaid boundaries between NoVa Scotia on the 
one part, and East Florida on the other, shall respectively 
touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting 
such islands as now are or heretofore have been within the 
limits of the said province of Nova Scotia. 

Article 3. It is agreed that the people of the United States 
shall continue to enjoy unmolested the right to take fish .of 
any kind on the gmnd bank, and on all the other banks of 
Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and at all 
other places in the sea where the inhabitants of both coun- 
tries used at any time heretofore to fish. And also that the 
inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty to take 
fish of any kind on such part of the coast of Newfoundland 
as British fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the 
same on that island,) afid also on the coast, bays and creeks 
of all other of his Britannic Majesty's dominicms in America, 
and that the American fishermen shall have liberty to dry 
and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbors, and 
creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen islands, and Labrador, so 
long as the same shall remain unsettled ; but so soon as the 
same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful 
for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement, 
without a previous agreement for that purpose with the inha- 
bitants, proprietors, or possessors of the ground: 

Article 4. It is agreed that creditors on either side shall 
meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full 
value in sterling money of all bona fide debts herefofore con* 
tracted. 

Article 5. It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly 
recommend it to the legislatures of the respective States, to 
provide for the restitution of all estates, rights, and properties. 
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which have been confiscated belonging to real British buIK^ 
jects; and al&o of the estates, rights, and properties of per*- 
sons resident in districts in the possession of his majesty'fi 
arms, and who have not borne arms against the said United 
States 2 and that persons of any other description shall have 
free liberty to go tp any part or parts of the thirteen United 
States, and therein to remain twelve months unmolested in 
their endeavours to obtain the restitution of such of their es- 
tatesy rights^ and properties, as may have been confiscated, 
and that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the se« 
veral States a re-consideration and revision of alt acts or laws 
regarding the premises^ so as to render the said laws or acts 
perfectly consisfent not only with justice and equity, but 
with that spirit of conciliation which on the return of the 
blessings of peace should universally prevail. And that 
Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several 
States, that the estates, rights, and properties, of such last- 
mentioned persons, shall be restored to them, they refunding 
to any persons who may be now in possession the bona fide 
price (where any has been given) which such persons may 
have paid on purchasing any of the said lands, rights, or pro- 
perties, since the confiscation. 

And it is agreed that all persons who have any interest in 
confiscated lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, or 
otherwise, shall meet with no lawful impediment in the pro- 
secution of their just rights. 

Article 6. That there shall be no future confiscations 
made nor any prosecutions commenced against any person or 
persons for, or by reason of the part which he or they may 
have taken in the present war, and that no person shall on that 
account suffer any future loss or damage either in his person, 
liberty, or property, and that those who may be in confine- 
ment on such chaises at the time of the ratification of the 
treaty in America^ shall be immediately set at liberty, and 
the prosecution so commenced be discontinued. 

Article ?• There shall be a firm and perpetual peace be- 
tween his Britannic majesty and the said States, and between 
the subjects of the one and the citizens of the other; wherefijre 
all hostilities both by sea and land shall then immediately 
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cease ; all prisoners on both sides shall be set at liberty, and 
his Britannic majesty shall with all convenient speed, and 
without causing any destruction or carrying away any ne- 
groes or other property of the American inhabitants, with- 
draw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said 
United States, and from every port, place, and harbdr within 
the same; leaving in all fortifications the American artillery 
that may be therein. And shall also order and cause all ar- 
chives, records, deeds, and papers, belonging to any of the 
said States, or their citizens, which in the course of the war 
may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to be forthwith 
restored and delivered to the proper States and persons to 
whom they belong* 

Article 8. The navigation of the' river Mississippi from its 
source to the Ocean shall for ever remain free and open id 
the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United 
States. 

Article 9. In case it should so happen that any place or 
territory belonging to Great Britain or to the United States 
should be conquered by the arms of either from the other, 
before the arrival of these articles in America, it is agreed 
that the same shall be restored without difficulty and without 
requiring any compensation. 

Done at Paris, November 30, 1782. 

RICHARD OSWALD. (L. S.) 

JOHN ADAMS. (L. S.) 

B. FRANKLIN. . (L. S.) 

JOHN JAY. (L. S.) 

HENRY LAURENS. (L. S.) 

Witness. — Caleb Whiteford, Secretary to the British 

Commission. 
William Temple Franklin, Secretary to the 
American Commission. 

SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

It is hereby understood and agreed, that in case Great 
Britain at the conclusion of the present war shall recover or 
be put in possession of West Florida, the line of north boun- 
dary between the said province and the United States shall 
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be a line drawn from the mouth of the river Yassous, wheire it 
unites with the Mississippi, due east to the river Apalachicola. 
Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of November, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-two. 

RICHARD OSWALD. (L. S.) 

JOHN ADAMS. (L. S.) 

B. FRANKLIN. (L. S.) 

JOHN JAY. (L. S.) 

HENRY LAURENS. (L. S.) 

Attest. — Caleb Whiteford, Secretary to the British 

Commission. 
Attest. — ^William Temple Franklin, Secretary to the 
American Commission. 

No. in. 

Article proposed by the American Plenipotentiaries, 

It is agreed that his Britannic Majesty will earnestly 
recommend it to his Parliament to provide for, and make com- 
pensation to the merchants and shopkeepers of Boston, whose 
goods and merchandise were seized and taken out of their 
stores, warehouses and shops, by order of General Grage and 
others of his commanders or officers there, and also to the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia, for the goods taken away by his 
army there, and to make compensation also for the tobacco, 
rice, indigo, negroes, 8cc. seized and carried off by his armies 
under Generals Arnold, Comwallis, and others, from the 
State of Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia. 
And also for all vessels and cargoes belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of the said United States, which were stopped, seized, 
or taken, either in the ports or on the seas, by his governors 
or by his ships of war, before the declaration of war against 
the said States. 

And it is further agreed, that hi& Britannic Majesty will 
also earnestly recommend it to his Parliament to make com- 
pensation for all towns, villages, and farms, burnt and de- 
stroyed by his troops or adherents in the said United States* 

FACTS. 

There existed a free commerce upon mutual faith betweeii^ 

VOL. II. s 
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Great Britain and America. The merchants of the former 
credited the merchants and planters of the latter with great 
quantities of goods, on the common expectation that the 
merchants having sold the goods would make the accustomed 
remittances ; that the planters would do the same by the 
labor of their negroes, and the produce of that labor^ tobacco, 
rice, indigo, Sec. 

England, before the goods were sold in America, sends an 
armed force, seizes those goods in the stores, some even in 
the ships that brought them, and carries them off. Seizes 
also and carries off the tobacco, rice, and indigo, provided 
by the planters to make returns, and even the negroes from 
whose labor they might hope to raise other produce for that 
purpose. 

Britain now demands that the debts shall nevertheless be 
paid. 

Will she, can she, justly refuse making compensation for 
such seizures? 

If a draper who had sold a piece of linen to a neighbor on 
credit, should follow him, take the linen from him by force, 
and then send a bailiff to arrest him for the debt, would any 
court of law or equity award the payment of the debt, with- 
out ordering a restitution of the cloth ? 

Will not the debtors in America cry out, that if this com- 
pensation be not made, they were betrayed by the pretended 
credit, and are now doubly ruined, first by the enemy, and 
then by the negotiators at Paris, the goods and negroes sold 
them being taken from them, with all they had besides ; and 
they are now to be obliged to pay for what they have been 
robbed of. 

TO THE HON. R. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 
SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Sir, Passy, Dec. 14, 1782. 

We have the honor to congratulate congress on 
the signature of the preliminaries of a peace between 
the crown of Great Britain and the United States of 
America, to be inserted in a definitive treaty so soon 
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as the terras between the erowns of France and Great 
Britain shall be agreed on. A copy of the articles is 
here enclosed,* and we cannot but flatter ourselves 
that they will appear to congress, as they do to all 
of us, to be consistent with the honor and interest of 
the United States ; and we are persuaded congress 
would be more fully of that opinion if they were ap- 
prised of all the circumstances and reasons which 
have influenced the negotiation. Although it is im- 
possible for us to go into that detail, we think it ne- 
cessary nevertheless to make a few remarks on such 
of the articles as appear most to require elucidation. 

Remarks on Article 2, relative to the boundaries. 

The court of Great Britain insisted on retaining all 
the territories comprehended within the province of 
Quebec by the act of parliament respecting it. They 
contended that Nova Scotia should extend to the 
river Kennebeck ; and they claimed not only all the 
lands in the western country, and on the Mississippi, 
which were not expressly included in our charters 
and governments, but also all such lands within them 
as remained ungranted by the King of Great Britain: 
it would be endless to enumerate all the discussions 
and arguments on the subject. We knew this court 
and Spain to be against our claims to the western 
country, and having no reason to think that lines 
more favorable could ever have been obtained, we 
finally agreed to those described in this article. 
Indeed they appear to leave us little to complain of, 
and not much to desire. Congress will observe, that 
although our northern line is in a certain part below 



See page 268 of this vol. 
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the latitude of forty-five, yet in others it extends 
above it, divides the Lake Superior, and gives us 
access to its western and southern waters, from 
which aline in thatlatitude would have excluded us. 

Remarks on Article 4, respecting creditors. 

We had been informed that some of the states had 
confiscated British debts ; but although each state 
has a right to bind its own citizens, yet in our 
opinion it appertains solely to congress, in whom 
exclusively are vested the right of making war and 
peace, to pass acts against the subjects of a power 
with which the confederacy may be at war. It 
therefore only remained for us to consider, whether 
this article is founded in justice and good policy. 

In our opinion no acts of government, could dis- 
solve the obligations of good faith, resulting from 
lawful contracts between individuals of the two 
countries, prior to the war. We knew that some of 
the British creditors were making common cause 
with the refugees, and other adversaries of our in* 
dependence; besides, sacrificing private jusitice to 
reasons of state and political convenience, is always 
an odious measure, and the purity of our reputatk>n 
in this respect in all foreign commercial countries is 
of infinitely more importance to us, than all the sums 
in question. It may also be remarked, that American 
and British creditors are placed oa an equal footing* 

Remarks on Articles 5 and 6, respecting refugees. 

These articles were among the first discussed, a»d 
the last agreed to; and had not the conclusion of 
their business, at the time of its date, been particu- 
4«trly important to the British administration, the 
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respect which both in London and Versailles is sup- 
posed to be due to the honor, dignity, and interests 
of royalty would probably have for ever prevented 
our bringing this article so near to the views of con- 
gress, and the sovereign rights of states, as it now 
stands. When it is considered, that it was utterly 
impossible to render this article perfectly consistent 
both with American and British ideas of honor, wo 
presume that the middle line adopted by this article 
is as little unfavorable to the former, as any that 
could in reason be expected. 

As to the separate article, we beg leave to observe 
that it was our policy to render the navigation of the 
river Mississippi, so important to Britain, as that 
their views might correspond with ours on that sub- 
ject. Their possessing the coutitry on the river, 
north of the line from the lake of the woods, aflFords 
a foundation for their claiming such navigation. And 
as the importance of West Florida to Britain was for 
the same reason rather to be strengthened than 
otherwise, we think it advisable to allow them the 
extent contained in the separate article, especially 
as before the war it had been annexed by Britain to 
West Florida, and would operate as an additional 
inducement to their joining with us in agreeing that 
the navigation of the river should for ever remain 
open to both. The map used in the course of our 
negotiations was Mitchell's. 

As we had reason to imagine that the articles re- 
specting the boundaries, the refugees, and fisheries, 
did not correspond with the policy of this court, we 
did not communicate the preliminaries to the minister 
until after they were signed ; and not even then the 
separate article. We hope that these considerations 
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will excuse our having so far deviated from the spirit 
of our instructions. The Count de Vergennes on 
perusing the articles appeared surprised, but not 
displeased at their being so favorable to us. 

We beg leave to add our advice, that copies be 
sent us of the accounts directed to be taken by the 
different states, of the unnecessary devastations and 
sufferings sustained by them from the enemy in the 
course of the war ; should they arrive before the sig- 
nature of the definitive treaty, they might possibly 
answer very good purposes. With great respect, we 
have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servants. 



Signed 



John Adams. 
B. Franklin. 
John Jay. 
Henry Laurens. 



TO M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES. 
Sir, Passy, Dec. 15, 1782. 

I have the honor to acquaint your excellency, 
that our courier is to set out to-morrow at ten 
o'clock, with the dispatches we send to congress, by 
the Washington, Captain Barney, for which ship we 
have got a passport from the king of England. If 
you would make any use of this conveyance, the 
courier shall wait upon you to-morrow at Versailles, 
and receive your orders. 

I hoped I might have been able to send part of 
the aids we have asked by this safe vessel. I beg 
that your excellency would at least inform me, what 
expectations I may give in my letters. I fear the 
congress will be reduced to despair, when they find 
that nothing is yet obtained. With the greatest and 



OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 279 

most sincere respect, I am, sir, your excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

THE ANSWER. 

Je puis 6tre surpris. Monsieur, apr^s Texplica- 
tion que j'ai eue avec vous, et la promesse que vous 
m'aviez' faite que vous ne presseriez pas Tobtention 
d'un passeport Anglois pour I'exp^dition du pacquebot 
le Washington, que vous me fassiez part que vous ave^ 
ref u le m6me passeport, et que demain k dix heures 
du matin votre courier partira pour porter vos 
d6p6ches. Je suis assez embarrass^. Monsieur, k 
expliquer votre conduite et celle de vos collogues k 
notre 6gard. Vous avez arr6t6 vos articles pr61imi- 
naires sans nous en faire part, quoique les instruc- 
tions du congr^s vous prescrivissent de ne rien faire 
sans la participation du Roi. Vous allez faire luir0 
un espoir certain de paix en Am^rique sans m6me 
vous informer de I'^tat de notre n6gociation. Vous 
6tes sage et avis6. Monsieur; vous connoissez les 
biens6ances, vous avez rempli toute votre vie vos 
devoirs. Croyez-vous satisfaire k ceux qui vous 
tiennent au Roi ? Je ne veux pas porter plus loin 
les reflexions, je les abandonne k votre honnfetet^. 
Quand vous aurez bien voulu satisfaire k mes doutes, 
je prierai le Roi de me mettre en 6tat de r^pondre k 
vos demandes. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec une veritable considera- 
tion. Monsieur, votre tr^s-humble et tr^s-ob^issant 
serviteur, De Vergennes. 

Versailles, le 15 Xbre, 1782. 
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TO M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES. 

Sir, Passy, Dec. 17, 1782. 

The proposal of having a passport from England 
was agreed to by m6 the more willingly, as I at that 
time had hopes of obtaining some money to send in 
the Washington, and the passport would have made 
its transportation safer, with that of our dispatches, 
end of yours also, if you had thought fit to make use 
of the occasion. Your Excellency objected, as I 
understood it, that the English ministers by their 
letters sent in the same ship, might convey inconve- 
nient expectations into America. It was therefore I 
proposed not to press for the passport till your pre- 
liminaries were also agreed to. They have sent the 
passport without being pressed to do it, and they 
have sent no letters to go under it, and ours will 
prevent the inconvenience apprehended. In a 
subsequent conversation your excellency mentioned 
your intention of sending some of the king's cutters, 
whence I imagined that detaining the Washington 
was no longer necessary ; and it was certainly in- 
cumbent on us to give congress as early an account 
as possible of our proceedings, who might think it 
extremely strange to hear of them by other means, 
without a line from us. I acquainted your excel- 
lency however with our intention of dispatching that 
ship, supposing you might possibly have something 
to send by her. 

Nothing has been agreed in the preliminaries con- 
trary to the interest of France ; and no peace is to 
take place between us and England, till you have 
concluded yours. Your observation is however ap- 
parently just, that in not consulting you before they 
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were signed, we have been guilty of neglecting a 
point o{ biensiance . But as this was not from want 
of respect for the king, whom we all love and honor, 
we hope it will be excused, and that the great work 
which has hitherto been so happily conducted, is so 
nearly brought to perfection, and is &o glorious to 
his reign, will not be ruined by a single indiscretion 
of ours. And certainly the whole edifice sinks to 
the ground immediately, if you refuse on that account 
to give us any farther assistance. 

We have not yet dispatched the ship, and I beg 
leave to wait upon you on Friday for your answer. 

It is not possible for any one to be more sensible 
than I am, of what I and every American owe to the 
king, for the many and great benefits and favors he 
has bestowed upon us. All my letters to America 
are proofs of this ; all tending to make the same im- 
pressions on the minds of my countrymen, that I 
felt in my own. And I believe that no prince was 
ever more beloved and respected by his own subjects 
than the king is by the people of the United States. 
The English, I just now learn, flatter themselves 
they have already divided us. I hope this little 
ngiisunderstanding will therefore be kept a perfect 
secret, and that they will find themselves totally 
mistaken.* With great and sincere respect, I am, 
sir, your excellency's most obedient and most hum- 
ble servant, B. Franklin. 

* Dr. Franklin thus adroitly endeavored to soothe the minister's, 
justifiable discontent; but the private motives which induced the 
American plenipotentiaries to deviate from their instructions, and 
from the expectations of the French government, by signing Pre- 
liminary Articles of Peace with the British commissioner, while 
the negotiation between France and Great Britain was undeter- 
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A SON EXCELLENCE M. FRANKLIN. 

Versailles, le 25 Xbre, 1782. 

J'ai rhonneur de vous envoyer. Monsieur, mes 
d^p^ches pour M. le Chevalier de la Luzerne: le 
paquet est volumineux, mais il renferme beaucoup 
de duplicats. 

mined y and without the knowledge of Count de Vergennes, were 
their apprehension of a disposition in the Court of France to 
abridge the right of the Americans to fish on their own coasts; which 
apprehension had been excited by a letter written from Phila- 
delphia to Count de Vergennes, by Mons. Marbois, (secretary of 
the French embassy,) and which being intercepted and deciphered 
by the British government, had been sent by the latter, through 
Mr. Oswald, to the American commissioners; abo the appre- 
hension of a design in the Court of Spain to hinder the United 
States from forming settlements to the westward of the Alleghany 
Mountains ; which apprehension had been excited by the preten- 
sions which Count d'Aranda, the Spanish ambassador, had ad^ 
vanced in his negotiation with Mr. Jay. 

The following is a translation of the deciphered letter of M. de 
Marbois : 

TRANSLATION OF AN INTERCEPTED AND DECIPHERED LET- 
TER FROM M. DE MARBOIS TO M. LE COMTE DE VER- 
GENNES. 
Si R, PhUadelpUa, March 1 S, 1782. 

South Carolina i^ain enjoys the benefit of a legislative body, 
after having been deprived of it for two years ; it was summoned 
together towards the end of last year, and met in January at 
Jacksonburgh, only ten leagues distant from Charlestown ; where 
deliberations are carried on with as much tranquillity as if the 
state was iu profound peace. Mr. Rutledge, who was then 
governor, opened the meeting with a speech greatly applauded, 
wherein he represents, in their full extent, the important services 
rendered by the king to the United States, expressing their just 
acknowledgments for the same. This sentiment prevails much, 
sir: the different states are eager to declare it in their public acts, 
and the principal members of government, and the writers em- 
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Je voudrois pouvoir lui mander que notre n^gocia- 
tion est au m6me point que la v6tre, mais elle en est 

ployed by them, would forfeit their popularity were they to admit 
any equivocal remarks respecting the alliance. General Green 
affirms that in no one state is attachment to independence carried 
to a higher pitch, but that this affection is yet exceeded by the 
hatred borne to England. The assembly of Carolina is going to 
make levies of men, and has imposed pretty large sums; as there 
is but little money in the country, the taxes will be gathered in 
indigo ; and what deficiency may then be found, will be supplied 
by the sale of lands of such Carolinians as joined the enemy while 
they were in possession of the country. South Carolina was the 
only state that had not confiscated the property of the disaffected. 
The step just taken puts her on a footing with the other states of 
the union. The assembly of this state has passed a resolution, in 
consequence of which a purchase of land is to be made of the 
value of 240,000 livres tournois, which Carolina makes a present 
of to General Green, as the saviour of that province. 

Mr. Matthews, a delegate from Congress, lately arrived in 
Carolina, has, it is said, been chosen governor in the room of 
Mr. Kutledge: he has communicated to persons of the most in- 
fluence in his state the ultimatum of the month of last, 

who approved of the clauses in general, and particularly that one 
which leaves the king master of the terms of the treaty of peace 
or truce, excepting independence, and treaties of alliance. A de- 
legate from South Carolina told me that this ultimatum was 
equally well known by persons of note in his state, and this had 
given entire satisfaction there; it is the same with regard to 
several other states, and I believe I may assure you', upon the 
testimony of several delegates, that this measure is approved by a 
^reat majority; but Mr. Samuel Adams is using all his endeavors 
to raise in the state of Massachusetts a strong opposition to peace, 
if the eastern states are not thereby admitted to the fisheries, and 
particularly to that of Newfoundland. S. Adams delights in 
trouble and difficulty, and prides himself on forming an opposition 
against the government, whereof he is himself president. His 
aim and attention are to render the minority of consequence, and 
at this very moment he is attacking the constitution of Massa- 
chusettSy although it be in a great measure his own work, but he 
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encore fort ^loign^e. Je ne puis m^me pr^voir quelle 
en sera Tissue, car les difficult^s naissent des facilit^s 

had disliked it since the people had shown their uniform attach- 
ment to it. It may be expected that with this disposition, no 
measure can meet the approval of Mr. S. Adams; and if the 
United States should agree relative to the fisheries » and be certain 
of partaking therein, all bis manoeuvres and intrigues would be 
directed towards the conquest of Canada and Nova Scotia : but 
he could not have used a fitter engine than the fisheries for stirring 
up the passions of the eastern people. By renewing this question, 
which had lain dormant during his two years' absence from 
Boston, he has raised the expectation of the people of Massa- 
chusetts to an extraordinary pitch. The public prints hold forth 
the importance of the fisheries ; the reigning toast is the east is, 
May the United States ever maintain their right to the fisheries. 
It has been often repeated in the deliberation of the general court; 
No peace without fisheries . However clear this principle may be 
in this matter, it would be needless and even dangerous to attempt 
informing the people through the public papers ; but it appears to 
me possible to use means for preventing the consequences of 
success to Mr. S. Adams and his party, and I take the liberty of 
submitting them to your discernment and indulgence. One of 
those means would be for the king to cause it to be intimated to 
Congress or to the ministers, ** His surprise that the Newfound* 
land fisheries have been included in the additional instructions ; 
that the United States set forth therein pretensions without pay^ 
ing regard to , the king's rights, and without considering the 
impossibility they are under of making conquests, and keeping 
what belongs to Great Britain." His Majesty might At the same 
time cause a promise to be given to Congress <^ of his asnstiaince 
for procuring admission to the other fisheries, declaring how- 
ever that he would not be answerable for the success, and that 
he is bound to nothing, as the treaty makes no mention of that 
article." This declaration being made before the peice, the 
hopes of the people could not be supported, nor could i€ one 
day be said that we left them in the dark on this point. It 
were even to be wished that this declaration should be made 
whilst New York, Charlestown and Penobscot are in the enemy's 
hands; our allies will be less tractable thftn ever upon these 
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auxquelles nous nous sommes pr6t^s. II sera bon, 
Monsieur, que vous en pr^veniez le Congrfes pour le 

points whenever they recover these important posts. There are 
some judicious persons to whom one may speak of giving up 

the fisheries and the* of the West for the sake of 

peace. But there are enthusiasts who fly out at this idea, and 
their numbers cannot fail of increasing, when, after \he En- 
glish are expelled this continent, the burthen of the war will 
scarce be felt. It is already observable that the advocates for 
peace are of those who lived in the country. The inhabitants of 
towns whom commerce enriches, mechanics who receive there a 
higher pay than before war, and five or six times more than in 
Europe, do not wish for it : but it is a happy circumstance that 
this division be nearly equal in the congress and among the states, 
since our influence can incline the beam either for peace or war 
whichever way we choose. Another means of preserving to France 
so important a branch of her commerce and navigation is that pro- 
posed to you, sir, by M , viz. the conquest of Cape Breton ; 

it seems to me, as it does to that minister, the only sure means of 
containing within bounds, when peace is made,^ those swarms of 
smugglers who, without regard to treaties, will turn all their acti- 
vity, daring spirit and means towards the fisheries, whose under- 
takings congress will not perhaps have the power or the will to 
repress. If it be apprehended that the peace which is to put ail 
end to the present war will prove disagreeable to any of the United 
States, there appears to me a certain method of guarding against 
the effects of this discontent, of preventing the declarations of some 
states and other resources which turbulent minds might employ for 
availing themselves of the present juncture. This would be, for 
his Majesty to cause a Memorial to be delivered to congress, 
wherein should be stated the use made by his ministers of the 
powers entrusted to them by that assembly ; and the impediments 
which may have stood in the way of a fuller satisfaction on every 
point This step would certainly be pleasing to congress; and 
should it become necessary to inform the people of this memorial, 
it could easily be done; they would be flattered by it, and it might 
probably beget the voice and concurrence of the public. I submit 

• Supposed Settlements, — or Lands, 
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pr^munir contre tout ce qui peut arriver. Je ne 
d^sesp^re pas, jespere plutot, mais tout est encore 
incertain. 

J ai Thonneur d'etre, avec une parfaite considera- 
tion. Monsieur, votre tr^s-humble et tr^s-ob6issant 
serviteur, De Vergennes. 

TO RICHARD OSWALD, ESQ» 

Sir, Passy, Jan. 14, 1783. 

I enclose two papers* that were read at differ- 
ent times by me to the commissioners; they may 

these thoughts to you early ; and although peace appears yet to be 
distant, sir, by reason of delays and difficulties attending the com* 
munications, that period will be a crisis when the partizans of 
France and England will openly appear, and when that power 
will employ every means to diminish our influence, and re-esta- 
blish her own : it is true the independent party will always stand 
in great want of our support: that the fears and jealousies which 
a remembrance of the former government will always produce, 
must operate as the safeguard to our alliance, and as a security for 
the attachment of the Americans to us. But it is best to be pre- 
pared for any discontent, although it should be but temporary. It 
Is remarked by some, that as England has other fisheries besides 
Newfoundland, she may perhaps endeavor that the Americans 
should partake in that of the Great Bank, in order to conciliate 
their afl^ection, or procure them some compensation, or create a 
subject of jealousy between them and us : but it does not seem 
likely that she will act so contrary to their true interest; and were 
she to do so, it will be for the better to have declared at an early 
period to the Americans, that their pretension is not founded, and 
that his Majesty does not mean to support it, 

I here enclose, sir^ translations of the speech made by the gover- 
nor of South Carolina to the assembly, and of their answer. These 
interesting productions convey in a forcible manner the sentiments 
of the inhabitants of that state, and appeared to me worth commu* 
nicating to you. I am, &c. 

(Signed) Barbe' de Marbois. 

* Uncertain what papers. 
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serve to show, if you should have occasion^ what 
was urged on the part of America on certain points ; 
or may help to refresh your memory. I send you 
also another paper, which I once read to you sepa- 
rately. It contains a proposition for improving the 
law of nations, by prohibiting the plundering of un- 
armed and usefully employed people. I rather wish 
than expect that it will be adopted. But I think it 
may be offered with a better grace by a country that 
is likely to suffer least and gain most by continuing 
the ancient practice ; which is our case, as the Ame- 
rican ships laden only with the gross productions of 
the earth cannot be so valuable as yours filled with 
sugars or with manufactures. It has not yet been 
considered by my colleagues; but if you should 
think or find that it might be acceptable on your 
side^ I will try to get it inserted in the general 
treaty. I think it will do honor to the nations that 
establish it. With great and sincere esteem, I am, 
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

[Enclosed in the foregoing.] 

Proposition relative to privateering, S^c. communicated 

to Mr. Oswald. 

It is for the interest of humanity in general, 
that the occasions of war, and the inducements to it 
should be diminished. 

If rapine is abolished, one of the encouragements 
to war is taken away, and peace therefore more 
likely to continue and be lasting. 

The practice of robbing merchants on the high 
seas, a remnant of the ancient piracy, though it may 
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be accidentally beneficial to particular persons, is 
far from being profitable to all engaged in it, or to 
the nation that authorises it. In the beginning of a 
war some rich ships not upon their guard are sur- 
prised and taken. This encourages the first adven- 
turers to fit out more armed vessels, and many others 
to do the same. But the enemy at the same time 
become more careful, arm their merchant ships 
better ; and render them not so easy to be taken ; 
they go also more under protection of convoys : thus 
while the privateers to take them are multiplied, the 
vessels subject to be taken and the chances of profit 
are diminished, so that many cruizes are made 
wherein the expenses overgo the gains; and as is 
the case in other lotteries, though particulars have 
got prizes, the mass of adventurers are losers, the 
whole expense of fitting out all the privateers during 
a war, being much greater than the whole amount of 
goods taken. Then there is the national loss of all 
the labor of so many men during the time they have 
been employed in robbing; who besides spend what 
they get in riot, drunkenness, and debauchery, lose 
their habits of industry, are rarely fit for any sober 
business after a peace, and serve only to increase the 
number of highwaymen and housebreakers. Even 
the undertakers who have been fortunate, are by 
sudden wealth led into expensive living, the habit of 
which continues when the means of supporting it 
ceases, and finally ruins them. A just punishment 
for their having wantonly and unfeelingly ruined 
many honest innocent traders and their families, 
whose subsistence was employed in serving the com- 
mon interests of mankind . 

Should it be agreed and become a part of the law 
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of nations, that the cultivators of the earth are not to 
be molested or interrupted in their peaceable and 
useful employment, the inhabitants of the sugar is- 
lands would perhaps come under the protection of 
such a regulation, which woiild be a great advantage 
to the nations who at present hold those islands? 
since the cost of sugar to the consumer in those 
nations, consists not merely in the price he pays for 
it by the pound, but in the accumulated charge of 
all the taxes he pays in every war, to fit out fleets 
and maintain troops for the defence of the islands 
that raise the sugar, and the ships that bring it 
home. But the expense of treasure is not all. A 
celebrated philosophical writer remarks, that when 
he considered the wars made in Africa for prisoners 
to raise sugar in America, the numbers slain in those 
wars, the numbers that being crowded in ships 
perish in the transportation, and the numbers that 
die under the severities of slavery, he could scarce 
look on a morsel of sugar without conceiving it 
spotted with human blood. If he had considered 
also the blood of one another which the white 
nations shed in fighting for those islands, he would 
have imagined his sugar not as spotted only, but as 
thoroughly died red. On these accounts I am per- 
suaded that the subjects of the emperor of Germany, 
and the empress of Russia, who have no sugar is- 
lands, consume sugar cheaper at Vienna and Mos- 
cow, with all the charge of transporting it after its 
arrival in Europe, than the citizens of London or of 
Paris. And I sincerely believe, that if France and 
England were to decide by throwing dice which 
should have the whole of their sugar islands, the 
loser in the throw would be the gainer. The future 
VOL. ir. X 
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expense of defending them would b^ saved: the 
sugars would be bought cheaper by all Euro|)eif the 
inhabitants might make it without interruption, and 
whoever imported the sugar, the same revenue might 
be raised by the duties at the custom-houses of the 
nation that consumed it. And on the whole I con- 
ceive it would be better for the nations now possess- 
ing sugar colonies to give up their claim to them, let 
them govern themselves, and put them under the 
protection of all the powers of Europe as neutral 
countries, open to the commerce of all, the profits of 
the present monopolies being by no means equiva- 
lent to the expense of maintaining them. 

ARTICLE. 

If war should hereafter arise between Great 
Britain and the United States, which God forbid, 
the merchants of either country then residing in the 
other shall be allowed to remain nine months to 
collect their debts, and settle their affairs, and may 
depart freely, carrying off all their effects without 
molestation or hindrance. And all fishermen, all 
cultivators of the earth, and all artisaus or manufac- 
turers unarmed, and inhabiting unfortified towns, 
villages or places, who labor for the common sub- 
sistence and benefit of mankind, and peaceably follow 
their respective employments, shall be allowed to 
continue the same, and shall not be molested by the 
armed force oiFthe enemy, into whose power by the 
events of the war they may happen to fall ; but if 
any thing is necessary to be taken from them, for the 
use of such armed force, the same shall be paid for 
at a reasonable price. And all merchants or traders 
with their unarmed vessels, employed in commerce. 
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exchanging the products of different places, and 
thereby rendering the necessaries, conveniences, 
and comforts of human life more easy to obtain, and 
more general, shall be allowed to pass freely un- 
molested. And neither of the powers, parties to this 
treaty, shall grant or issue any commission to any 
private armed vessels empowering them to take or 
destroy such trading ships, or interrupt such com- 
merce. 

M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES A M. FRANKLIN. 

II est essentiel. Monsieur, que je puisse avoir 
Thonneur de conf^Srer avec vous, avec M. Adams, et 
avec ceux de Messieurs vos collogues, qui peuvent 
se trouver ^ Paris. Je vous prie, en consequence. 
Monsieur, de vouloir bien inviter ces Messieurs de se 
rendre k Versailles avec vous Lundi avant dix heures 
du matin. II seroit bon que vous amenassiez Mon- 
sieur votre petit-fils avec vous ; il pourra nous 6tre 
n^cessaire pour rendre plusieurs choses d'Anglois en 
Francois, et m^me pour 6crire. L'objet dont j'ai i 
vous entretenir est trfes-ilit6ressatit pour les Etats- 
Unis, vos maitres. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre aVec une parfaite considera- 
tion. Monsieur, votre tr^-humble et tr^s-obeissant 
serviteur, De Vergennes. 

Versailles, le S^medi soir, 18 Janvier, 1788. 

A M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES. 
Sir, Passy, Jan. 18, 17iB8, at ten P.M. 

Agreeable to the notice just received from your 
excellency, I shall acquaint Mtl Adams with your 
desire to see us on Monday before ten o'clock at 
Versailles, and we shall endeavor to be punctual* 
My other colleagues are absent, Mr. LBurens being 
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gone to Bath in England, to recover his health, and 
Mr. Jay into Normandy. With great respect I have 
the honor to be, sir, your excellency's, &c. 

B. Franklin. 
I shall bring my grandson, as you desire. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M. P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March 23, 1783. 

The general proclamations you wished for, sus- 
pending or rather putting an end to hostilities, are 
now published ; so that your " heart is at rest," and 
mine with it. You may depend on my joining my 
hearty endeavors with yours, in ** cultivating conci- 
liatory principles between our two countries," and 
I may venture to assure you, that if your bill for a 
provisional establishment of the commerce had passed 
as at first proposed, a stipulation on our part in the 
definitive treaty to allow reciprocal and equal advan- 
tages and privileges to your subjects, would have 
been readily agreed to. With great and sincere 
esteem, I am ever, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. 

Dear Friend, Passy, May 8, 1783. 

I send you enclosed the copied you desired of 
the papers I read to you yesterday.* I should be 
happy if 1 could see, before I die, the proposed im- 
provement of the law of nations established. The 
miseries of mankind would be diminished by it, and 
the happiness of millions secured and promoted. If 
the practice of privateering could be profitable to any 
civilised nation, it might be so to us Americans, 
since we are so situated on the globe, as that the 
rich commerce of Europe with the West Indies, con- 

* See the proposition about privateeriiig, annexed to Letter to 
B. Oswald, Esq, January 14, 1783, p. «86. 
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sisting of manufactures, sugars, &c. is obliged to pass 
before our doors, which enables us to make short 
and cheap cruizes, while our own commerce is in 
such bulky low-priced articles as that ten of our 
ships taken by you are not equal in value to one of 
yours, and you must come far from home at a great 
expense to look for them. I hope therefore that 
this proposition, if made by us, will appear in its 
true light, as having humanity only for its motive. I 
do not wish to see a new Barbary rising in America, 
and our long-extended coast occupied by piratical 
states. I fear lest our privateering success in the 
two last wars should already have given our people 
too strong a relish for that most mischievous kind of 
gaming, mixed blood ; and if a stop is not now put 
to the practice, mankind may hereafter be more 
plagued with American corsairs than they have been 
and are with the Turkish. Try, my friend, what 
you can do, in procuring for your nation the glory of 
being, though the greatest naval power, the first 
who voluntarily relinquished the advantage that 
power seems to give them, of plundering others, and 
thereby impeding the mutual communications among 
men of the gifts of God, and rendering miserable 
multitudes of merchants and their families, artizans, 
and cultivators of the earth, the most peaceable and 
innocent part of the human species. With great 
esteem and affection, I am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most sincerely, B. Franklin. 

TO HENRY LAURENS, ESQ. 
D EAR Sir, Passy, July 6, 1783. 

Our negociations go on slowly, every prbposi- 
tion being sent to England, and answers not return- 
ng very speedily. • / - 
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Captain Barney arrive4 here last Wednesday^ and 
brought dispatches for us as late as the first of June« 
The preliminary articles are ratified. But General 
Garleton, in violation of those articles, has sent away 
a great number of negroes, alleging that freedom 
having been promised them by a proclamation, the 
honor of the nation was concerned, &c. Probably 
another reason may be, that if they had been restored 
to their masters, Britain could not have hoped any 
thing from such another proclamation hereafter. 

Mr. Hartley called yesterday to tell us, that he 
had received a letter from Mr. Fox, assuring him 
that our suspicions of affected delays or change of 
system on their side were groundless ; and that they 
were sincerely desirous to finish as soon as possible. 
If this be so, and your health will permit the journey, 
I could wish your return as soon as possible. I 
want you here on many accounts, and should be 
glad of your assistance in considering and answering 
our public letters. There are matters in them of 
which I cannot conveniently give you an account at 
present. 

Nothing could be more seasonable than success in 
the project you proposed, but we have now very 
little expectation. 

Please to give my love to your valuable and 
amiable son and daughter, and believe me with sin- 
cere esteem, &c. B. Franklin. 

FROM THE AMERICAN MINISTERS, TO D. HARTLEY, 

ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, July 17, 17^3. 

We have the honor to inform you that we have 
just received from Congress their ratification in due 
form, of the provisional articles of the 30th Nor • 1782, 
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and we Hre ready to exchange ratifications with his 
Britannic Majesty's ministers as soon as may be. 

By the same articles it is stipulated, that his 
Britannic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, 
and without causing any destruction or carrying 
away any negroes or other property of the American 
inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons and 
fleets from the United States, and from every post, 
place and harbour within the same. But by in- 
telligence lately received from America, and by the 
encloised copies of letters and conferences between 
General Washington and Sir Guy Carleton, it ap- 
pears that a considerable number of negroes belong- 
ing to the citizens of the United States have been 
carried off from New York, contrary to the express 
stipulation contained in the said article. We have 
received from Congress their instructions to repre- 
sent this matter to you, and to request that speedy 
and effectual measures be taken to render that justice 
to the parties interested, which the true intent and 
meaning of the article in question plainly dictates. 

We are also instructed to represent to you, that 
many of the British debtors in America have in the 
course of the war sustained such considerable and 
heavy losses by the operation of the British arms in 
that country, that a great number of them have been 
rendered incapable of immediately satisfying those 
debts. We refer it to the justice and equity of 
Great Britain, so far to amend the article on that 
subject, as that no execution shall be issued on a 
judgment to be obtained in. any such case, but after 
the expiration of three years from the date of the 
definitive treaty of peace. Congress also think it 
reasonable that such part of the interest which may 
have accrued on such debts during the war shall not 
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be payable, because all intercourse between the two 
countries had during that period, become impracti- 
cable as well as improper ; it does not appear just 
that individuals in America should pay for delays in 
payment which were occasioned by the civil and 
military measures of Great Britain. In our opinion 
the interest of the creditors, as well as the debtors, 
requires that some tenderness be shown to the latter, 
and that they should be allowed a little time to 
acquire the means of discharging debts, which in 
many instances exceed the whole amount of their 
property. 

As it is necessary to ascertain an epocha for the 
restitutions and evacuations to be made, we propose 
that it be agreed, that his Britannic Majesty shall 
cause to be evacuated the posts of New York, 
Penobscot, and their dependencies, with all other 
posts and places in possession of his Majesty's arms, 
within the United States, in the space of three 
months after the signature of the definitive treaty, or 
sooner if possible, excepting those posts contiguous 
to the water line mentioned in the 4th proposition, 
and those shall be evacuated, when Congress shall 
give the notice therein mentioned. 

We do ourselves the honor of making these com- 
munications to you, sir, that you may transmit them 
and the papers accompanying them to your court, 
and inform us of their answer. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servants, 

John Adams. 
B. Franklin. 
John Jay. 
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TO lU R, LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 

Sir, July, 171*3. 

We are happy to find that the provisional articles 
have been approved and ratified by Congress, and 
we regret that the manner in which that business 
was conducted does not coincide with your ideas of 
propriety. We are persuaded however that this is 
principally owing to your being necessarily unac- 
quainted with a number of circumstances, known to 
us who were on the spot, and which will be par- 
ticularly explained to you hereafter, and we trust to 
your satisfaction, and that of the Congress. 

Your doubts respecting the separate article, we 
think are capable of being removed, but as a full 
statement of the reasons and circumstances which 
prompted that measure would be very prolix, we 
shall content ourselves with giving you the general 
outlines. 

Mr. Oswald was desirous to cover as much of the 
eastern shores of the Mississippi with British claims 
as possible, and for this purpose we were told a 
great deal about the ancient bounds of Canada and 
Louisiana, &c. &c. &c.; the British court, who had 
probably not yet adopted the idea of relinquishing 
the Floridas, seemed desirous of annexing as much 
territory to them as possible, even up to the mouth 
of the Ohio. Mr. Oswald adhered strongly to that 
object, as well to render the British countries there 
of sufficient extent to be (as he expressed it) worth 
keeping and protecting, as to afford a convenient 
retreat to the. Tories, for whom it would be difficult 
otherwise to provide. And amopg other arguments 
he finally urg^d his being willing to yield to our de- 
mands to the east, north, and west, as a further 
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reason for our gratifying him on the point in question. 
He also produced the commission of Governor John- 
son extending the bounds of his government ofW. 
Florida up to the river Yassous, and contended for 
that extent as a matter of right upon various princi- 
ples; which however we did not admit; the king 
not being authorized in our opinion to extend or con- 
tract the bounds of the colonies at pleasure. 

We were of opinion that the country in contest 
was of great value, both on account of its natural 
fertility and of its position ; it being in our c^inion 
the interest of America to extend as far down towards 
the mouth of the Mississippi as she possibly could. 
We also thought it advisable to impress Britain with 
a strong sense of the importance of the navigation of 
that river, to their future commerce on the interior 
waters from the mouth of the St. Laurence to that 
of the Mississippi; and thereby render that court 
averse to any stipulations with Spain to relinquish 
it. These two objects militated against each other; 
because to enhance the value of the navigation was 
also to enhance the value of the countries contiguous 
to it, and thereby disincline Britain to the dereliction 
of them. We thought therefore that the surest way 
to reconcile and obtain both objects would be by a 
composition beneficial to both parties. We there- 
fore proposed that Britain should withdraw her pre- 
tensions to all the country above the Yassous ; and 
that we would cede all below it to her in case she 
should have the Floridas at the end of the war ; aiid 
at all events that she should have a right to navigate 
the river throughout its whole extent. This propo- 
sition was accepted, and we agreed to insert the con- 
tingent part of it in a separate article, for the exprei^ 
p«(rpose of keepinrg h secret jfbr the preseut. TkftI »ti- 
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cle ougbt not therefore to be considered as a mere 
matter of favor to Britain, but as the result of a bar- 
gain in which that article was a ** quid pro quo." 

It was in our opinion both necessary and justifiable 
to keep this article secret. The negociatious between 
Spain, France, and -Britain, were then in full vigor, 
and embarrassed by a variety of clashing demands. 
The publication of this article would have irritated 
Spain, and retarded, if not have prevented, her com- 
ing to an agreement with Britain. 

Had we mentioned it to the French minister, he 
must have not only informed Spain of it, but also 
been obliged to act a par,t respecting it that would 
probably have been disagreeable to America; and 
he certainly has reason to rejoice that our silence 
saved him that delicate and disagreeable task. 

This was an article in which France had not the 
smallest interest, nor is there any thing in her treaty 
with us that restrains us from making what bargain 
we pleased with Britain about those or any other 
lands, without rendering account of such transaction 
to her or any other power whatever. The same ob- 
servation applies with still greater force to Spain, 
and neither justice nor honor forbid us to dispose as 
we pleased pf our own lands, without her knowledge 
or consent. Spain, at that very time, extended her 
pretensions and claims of dominion not only over the 
tract in question, but over the vast region lying bC'- 
tweeu the Floridaa and Lake Superior: and this 
court was also, at that very time, soothing and nur- 
sing of those pretensions, by a proposed conciliatory 
line for splitting the difference. Suppose, therefore, 
we had ofiered this tract to Spain in case she retained 
the Floridas, should we even have had thanks for 
it ? or would it have abated the chagrin she expe- 
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rienced from being disappointed in her extravagant 
and improper designs on that whole country ? — we 
think not. 

We perfectly concur with you in sentiment, sir, 
that ** honesty is the best policy ;' but, until it be 
shown that we have trespassed on the rights of any 
man, or any body of men, you must excuse our 
thinking that this remark, as applied to our proceed- 
ings, was unnecessary. 

Should any explanations, either with France or 
Spain, become necessary on this subject, we hope 
and expect to meet with no embarrassments. We 
shall neither amuse therp, nor perplex ourselves, 
with ostensible and flimsy excuses ; but tell them 
plainly, that as it was not our duty to give them the 
information, we considered ourselves at liberty to 
withhold it ; and we shall remind the French mi- 
nister, that he has more reason to be pleased than 
displeased with our silence. Since we have assumed 
a place in the political system of the world, let us 
move like a primary, and not like a secondary planet. 

We are persuaded, sir, that your remarks on these 
subjects resulted from real opinion, and were made 
with candor and sincerity. The best men will view 
objects of this kind in different lights, even when 
standing on the same ground ; and it is not to be 
wondered at, that we, who are on the spot, and 
have the whole transaction under our eyes, should 
see many parts of it in a stronger point of light than 
persons at a distance, who can only view it through 
the dull medium of representation. 

It would give us great pain if any thing we have 
written, or now write, respecting this court, should 
be construed to impeach the friendship of the king 
and nation for us. We also believe that the minister 
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is SO far our friend, and is disposed so far tp do us 
good offices, as may correspond with, and be dic- 
tated by, his system of policy for promoting the 
power, riches, and glory of France. God forbid that 
we should ever sacrifice our faith, our gratitude, or 
our honor, to any considerations of convenience ; and 
may he also forbid that we should ever be unmindful 
of the dignity and independent spirit which should 
always characterise a free and generous people. 

We shall immediately propose an article to be in- 
serted in the definitive treaty, for postponing the 
payment of British debts for the time mentioned by 
Congress. 

There are, no doubt, certain ambiguities in our 
articles ; but it is not to be wondered at, when it is 
considered how exceedingly averse Britain was to 
expressions which explicitly wounded the Tories, and 
how disinclined we were to use any that should 
amount to absolute stipulations in their favor. 

The words, for restoring the property of real Bri- 
tish subjects^ were well understood and explained be- 
tween us, not to mean or comprehend American re- 
fugees. Mr. Oswald and Mr. Fitzherbert know this 
to have been the case, and will readily confess and 
admit it. This mode of expression was preferred by 
them as a more delicate mode of excluding those re- 
fugees, and of making a proper distinction between 
them and the subjects of Britain, whose only parti- 
cular interest in America consisted in holding lands 
or property there. 

The 6th article, viz. where it declares that no/w- 
ture confiscations shall be made, &c. ought to have 
fixed the time with greater accuracy. We think 
the most. fair and true construction is, that it relates 
to the date of the cessation of hostilities : that is the 
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time when peace in fact took place, in consequence 
of prior unformal, though binding, contracts to ter- 
minate the war. We consider the definitive treaties 
as only giving the. dress of form to those contracts, 
and not as constituting the obligation of them. Had 
the cessation of hostilities been the effect of a truce, 
and consequently not more than a temporary sus- 
pension of war, another construction would have 
been the true one. 

We are officially assured by Mr. Hartley, that po- 
sitive orders for the evacuation of New York have 
been despatched, and that no avoidable delay will 
retard that event. Had we proposed to fix a time 
for it, the British commissioner would have con- 
tended that it should be a time posterior to the date 
of the definitive treaty, and that would have been 
proBably more disadvantageous to us than as that 
article now stands. 

We are surprised to hear that any doubts have 
arisen in America respecting the time when the ces- 
sation of hostilities took place there. It most cer^ 
tainly took place at the expiration of one month 
after the date of that declaration in all parts of the 
worlds whether land or sea, that lay north of the 
latitude of the Canaries. 

The ships afterwards taken from us in the more 
northerly latitudes ought to be reclaimed and given 
up. We shall apply to Mr. Hartl^ on this subject, 
and also on that of the transportation of negroes 
from New York, contrary to the words and intention 
of the provisional articles;. We. have the htonor to 
be^ &e. J. Ai>AMS. 

B. FraniKlin. 

J. Jait. 

H. Laubbns;' 
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LETTER TO B..R». LIVINGSTON, E&Q. 

Pa$$y , July, 22,, 1783. 

You have complained, sometimes with reason.,, 
of not hearing often from your foreign ministers; we 
have had cause to mj8(,ke the same complaints, six 
full months having intervened between the latest date 
of your preceding letters and the receipt of those per 
Captain Barney. During all this time we were 
ignorant of the reception of the provisional treaty, 
and the sentiments of Congress upon it; which, if 
we had received sooner, might have forwarded the 
proceedings on the definitive treaty, and perhaps 
brought it to a conclusion at a time more favorable 
than the present. But these occasional interrup- 
tions of correspondence are the inevitable conse^ 
quences of a state of war, and of such remote situa- 
tions. 

Barney had a short passage, and arrived some 
days before Colonel Ogden,, who also brought, disr 
patches from you ; all of which are come safe to 
hand. 

We, the commissioners, have, in our joint capa- 
city, written a letter to you, which you will receive 
with this.* I shall now answer yours of March 26, 
May 9, and May 31. 

It gave me great pleasure to learn by the first, 
that the news of the peace diffused, general satisfac- 
tion. I will not now take upon me to justify the 
apparent reserve respecting this court at the signjt,^ 
ture, which you disapprove. We have touched 
upon it in our general letter. I do not see, how- 
ever, th?tt they have much rejtsoa to complain of 

* See the preceding letter, p. 297. 
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that transaction. Nothing was stipulated to their 
prejudice, and none of the stipulations were to have 
force but by a subsequent act of their own. I sup- 
pose, indeed, that they have not complained of it, or 
you would have sent me a copy of the complaint, 
that we might have answered it. I long since 
satisfied Count de Vergennes about it here. We did 
what appeared to all of us best at the time, and if 
we have done wrong, the Congress will do right, 
after hearing us, to censure us. Their nomination 
of five persons to the service, seems to mark that 
they had some dependence on our joint judgment, 
since one alone could have made a treaty by direc- 
tion of the French ministry as well as twenty. I 
will only add, that with respect to myself, neither 
the letter from Mr. Marbois,* handed to us through 
the British negociators, (a suspicious channel,) nor 
the conversations respecting the fishery, the bounda- 
ries, the royalists, &c. recommending moderation in 
our demands, are of weight sufficient in my mind, to 
fix an opinion that this court wished to restrain us in 
obtaining any degree of advantage we could prevail 
on our enemies to accord ; since those discourses are 
fairly resolvable by supposing a very natural appre- 
hension, that we, relying too much on the ability of 
France to continue the war in our favor, and supply 
us constantly with money, might insist on more ad- 
vantages than the English would be willing to grant, 
and thereby lose the opportunity of making peace, 
so necessary to all our friends. 

When the commercial article mentioned in yours 
of the 26th was struck out of our proposed prelimi- 
naries by the then British ministry, the resison given 

* See p. 282 of this volume. 
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Was, that sundry acts of parliament, still in force, 
were against it, and must be first repealed, which I 
believe was actually their intention, and sundry 
bills were accordingly brought in for that purpose. 
But new ministers, with different principles, succeed* 
ing, a commercial proclamation, totally different 
from those bills, has lately appeared. I send en- 
closed a copy of it.* We shall try what can be 
done in the definitive treaty, towards setting aside 
that proclamation ; but, if it should be persisted in, 
it will then be a matter worthy the attentive discus- 
sion of congress, whether it will be most prudent to 
retort, with a similar regulation, in order to force its 
repeal, which may possibly tend to bring on anqther 
quarrel, or to let it pass without notice, and leave it 
to its own inconvenience, or rather impracticability 
in the execution, and to the complaints of the West 
India planters, who must all pay much dearer for 
our produce under those restrictions. I am not 
enough master of the course of our commerce, to 
give an opinion on this particular question ; and it 
does not behove me to do it ; yet I have seen sd 
much embarrassment and so little advantage in all the 
restraining and compulsive systems, that I feel my- 
self strongly inclined to believe, that a State which 
leaves all hfer ports open to all the world upon equal 
terms, will by that means have foreign commodities 
cheaper, and sell its own productions dearer, and be 
on the whole most prosperous. I have heard some 
merchants say, that there is ten per cent, difference 
between Will you buy? and Will you sell? When 
foreigners bring us their goods, they want to part 

* See end of this dispatch. 
VOL. II. U 
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.with' them speedily, that they may purchase their 
cargoes and despatch their ships, which are at con- 
stant charges in our ports. We have then the ad- 
yantage of their, Will you buy? B.nd when they 
demand our produce, we have the advantage of 
their. Will you sell? and the concurring demands of 
a number jalsQ contribute to raise our prices. Thus 
both these . questions are in our favor at; home; 
against us abroad. The employing, however, of our 
pwn ships, and raising a breed of seamen among us, 
though it should not he a matter of so much^ private 
profit as some imagine, is nevertheless of political 
importance, and must have weight in considering 
this subject. 

The judgment you make of the.conduct of France 
in the peace, and the greater glory acquired by her 
moderation than even by her arms, appears to me 
perfectly just. The character of this court and 
nation seems of late years to be considerably changed. 
The ideas of aggrandisement by coAquest, are out of 
fashion; and those of commerce are more enlight- 
ened, and more generous than heretofore* : We shall 
soon, I believe, feel something of this, in our being 
admitted to greater freedom of trade with their is- 
lands. The wise here think France great enough^ 
and its ambition at present seems to be only that of 
justice and magnanimity towards other nations^ fide- 
lity and utility to its allies. 

I have received no answer yet from congress to 
my request of being dismissed from this service,^ 
They should methinks reflect, that if they continue 
me her(5,)the faults I may henceforth commit tljjrougli 
the infirmities of age, will be rather theirs than 
mine. ^ 
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I am glad my Journal* afforded you any plea- 
sure. I will, as you desire, endeavor to continue it.' 

I am sorry to find that you have thoughts of quit- 
ting the service, I do not think your place can be 
easily well supplied. You mention that an entire 
new arrangement, with respect to foreign affairs, is 
under consideration : I wish to know whether any 
notice is likely to be taken in it of my grandson. He 
has now gone through an apprenticeship of near 
seven years in the ministerial business, and is very 
-capable of serving the States in that line, as possess- 
ing all the requisites of knowledge, zeal, activity, 
language, and address. He is liked here; and 
Count de Vergennes has expressed to me, in warm 
terms, his very good opinion of him. The late 
-Swedish ambassador*, , Count de Creutz, who is gone 
home to be prime minister, desired I would endeavor 
to procure his being sent to Sweden with a public 
-character, assuring me that he should be glad to 
receive him there as our minister, and that he knew 
it would be pleasing to the king. The present 
Swedish ambassador f has also proposed the same 
thing to me, as you will see by a letter of his which 
I enclose. One of the Danish ministers, M. Wal- 
tersdorff, (who will probably be sent in a public 
<jharacter to congress,) has also expressed his wish 
that my grandson should be sent to Denmark. But 
it is not my custom to solicit employments for mysqlf 
or any of my family, and I shall not do it in thi^ 
^ase. I only hope that if he is not to be employed 
in your new arrangement, I may be informed of it as 
«oon as possible, that while I have strength left for i^ 

* See pp. 112 to 224 of this volume* 
t Baron de Stael. 
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I raay accompany him in a tour to Italy, returning 
through Germany, which I think he may make to 
more advantage with me than alone, and which I 
have long promised to afford him, as a reward for 
his faithful service, and his tender filial attachment 
to me.* 

Our people, who were prisoners in England, are 
now all discharged. During the whole war, those 
who were in Forton prison, near Portsmouth, were 
much befriended by the constant charitable care of 
Mr. Wren, a Presbyterian minister there; who 
spared no pains to assist them in their sickness and 
distress, by procuring and distributing among them 
the contributions of good Christians, and prudently 
dispensing the allowance I made them, which gave 
him a deal of trouble, but he went through it cheer- 
fully. I think some particular notice should be taken 
of this good man. I wish the congress would enable 
me to make him a present, and that some of our uni* 
versities would confer upon him the degree of doctor^ 

The Duke of Manchester, who has always been 

* Repeated inquiries having been made (since the first pub- 
lication of this letter) relative to the result of this very natu- 
ral and just request of Dr. Franklin, it may be excusable here 
to remark, that no notice was ever taken of it by congress; 
nor of a former application to the same effect, backed by the 
strong and affecting recommendation of another of its most able 
and respectable ministers, — John Jay, Esq. Neither were 
the long, faithful, arduous, and eminent services of Dr. Franklin 
ever publicly acknowledged, or adequately remunerated; by 
the government of the United States; except the empty (though 
honorable) testimony of its going into mourning on his decease, 
may be deemed such. But it is an adage, that republics are not 
famed for GRATITUDE. Hopes, however, are entertained that 
the American government consider there is a deferred debt due to 
the memory of Franklin, and that they will eventually liqui- 
date it. 
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our friend in the house of Lords, is now here ambas- 
sador from England. I dine with him to-day (26th), 
and if any thing of importance occurs, I will add it 
in a postscript. 

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to the 
congress, assure them of my most faithful services, 
and believe me to be, with great and sincere esteem, 
sir, &c. B. Fkanklin. 

COMMERCIAL PROCLAMATION REFERRED TO IN THE 

FOREGOING LETTER. 

At the Court at St. Jameses, the 6th of June, 1783. 

Present — the King*s most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed this Session^ inti- 
tuled, ''An Act for preventing certain instruments from being re- 
quired from ships belonging to the United States of America, and 
to give his Majesty, for a limited time, certain powers for the 
better carrying on trade and commerce between the subjects of his 
Majesty's dominions and the inhabitants of the said United 
States," it is, among other things, enacted, that during the conti- 
nuance of the said Act, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty 
'in Council, by order or orders to be issued and published from 
time to time, to give such directions and to make such regulations 
with respect to duties, drawbacks, or otherwise, for carrying on 
the trade and commerce between the people and territories belong- 
ing to the crown of Great Britain, and the pieople and territories 
of the said United States, as to his Majesty in Council shall 
appear most expedient and salutary, any law, usage, or custom, 
to the contrary notwithstanding : His Majesty doth therefore, by 
and with the advice of his privy council, hereby order and direct, 
that pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo, masts, yards, and bowsprits, 
being the growth or production of any of the United States of 
America, may (until further order) be imported directly from 
thence into any ports of this kingdom, either in British or Ame- 
rican ships, by British subjects, or by any of the people inhabit- 
ing in and belonging to the said United States, or any of them ; 
and that the articles above recited shall and may be entered and 
landed in any port of this kingdom upon payment of the same 
duties, as the same are or may be subject and liable to, if imported, 



310 PRIVATE CORRESPQNDENCK 

by British subjects in British ships from any British island or 
plantation in America, and no other, notwithstanding such pitch, 
tar, turpentine, indigo, masts, yards, and bowsprits, or the ships 
ifi which the same may be brought,^ may not be accompanied with 
the certificates or other documents heretofore required by law ; 
aud his Majesty i» hereby further pleased, by and with the adyice 
aforesaid, to order and direct that any tobacco, being the growth 
or production of any of the territories of the said United States of 
America, may likewise (until further order) be imported directly 
from thence, in manner above mentioned, and may be landed*^ in 
this kingdom, and, upon the importer paying down in ready money 
the duty commonly called the Old Subsidy^ such tobacco may be 
warehoused under his Majesty*s locks, upon the importer's own 
bond, for payment of all the farther duties due for such tobacco, 
within the time limited by law, according to the net weight and 
qjuantity of such tobacco,, at the time it shall be so landed, with 
the same allowances for the payment, or such farther duties, and 
under the lika restrictions and regulations in all other respect^^ 
not altered by this order, as such tobacco is and' may be ware- 
housed by virtue of any act or acts of parliament in force. — And 
the right honorable the lords commissioners of his majesty's trea- 
sury, and the lords commissioners of the admiralty, are to give the 
necessary directions herein, as to them may respectively apper- 
tain. Steph. Cottrel. 

TO R. R. LIVINGSTON, ESQ. 
S>r, Passy, July 27, 1783. 

The definitive treaties betw^een the late belli- 
gerent powers are none of them yet completed. Ours 
has gone on slowly, owing partly to the necessity 
Mr. Hartley (successor to Mr. Os^wald) thinks him- 
self under of sending every proposition,, either his^ 
own or ouri?, ta his court for their approbation, and 
their delay in answering, through negligence per- 
haps, since they have heard our ports are open, or 
through indecision occasioned by ignorance of the 
subject, or through want of union among the minis- 
ters. We send you herewith copies of several papers 
that have passed between ns. Mr. Hartley has for 
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some time assured us that he is in hourly expectation 
pf answers, but they do not arrive. The, British 
proclamation respecting the commerce appears to 
vex him a good deal. We enclose a copy. And wq 
are of opinion that finally we shall find it best to drop 
all commercial articles in our definitive treaty ; and 
leave every thing of that kind to a future special 
treaty to be niade either in America or in Europe, as 
congress shall think fit to order. Perhaps it may be 
best to give powers for that purpose to the minister 
that probably will be sent to London. The opinion 
here is, that it will be becoming in us to take the 
first step towards the mutual exchange of ministers ; 
and we have been assured by the English minister 
who treats with us here, that ours will be well re- 
ceived. 

The Dutch preliminaries are not yet agreed on ; 
and it seems to be settled that we are to sign all toge- 
ther, in the presence of the ministers of the two Im- 
perial courts, who are to be complimented with the 
opportunity of signing as mediators, though they 
have not yet, and perhaps will not be consulted in 
the negociations. Mr. Adams is gone to Holland for 
three weeks, but will return sooner if wanted. The 
propositions you mention as made to us from that 
state, we suppose he has given you an account of. 
Nothing was or is likely to be done upon them here, 
and therefore it was less necessary to say any thing 
concerning them. A minister from that country has 
been gone some time to congress, and if he has those 
propositions in charge, they will best be considered 
there. With great esteem we have the honor to be, 
sir, &c. B. Franklin. 

J. Jay. 
. ' H. Laurens. 
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DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO THE AMERICAN MINIS- 

TERS» 

« 

Gentlemen, Paris, August 12, 17B3. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you a copy 
of a letter which I have received from Mr. Fox, con- 
taining an account of the queen having been happily 
delivered of a princess, and that her majesty and 
the young princess are as well as can be expected. 

Since the reconciliation which has happily taken 
place between our two countries^ I am happy in the 
opportunity of communicating to you such an occa- 
sion of our joint congratulations, as to the first token 
of that satisfaction which your country (and you, as 
the ministers of it in the present case) will receive 
from this, and from every event which may contri- 
bute to the happiness and honor of the king, the 
queen, and all the royal family of Great Britain. I 
am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect and con- 
sideration, your most obedient servant, 

D. Hartley. 

TO D. HARTLEY, ESQ. 

Sir, 

We have received the letter which you did us 
the honor to write on the 12th instant, and shall 
take the first opportunity of conveying to congress 
the agreeable information contained in it. 

The sentiments and sensations which the re-esta- 
blishment of peace between our two countries ought 
to diffuse through both, lead us to participate in the 
pleasure which the birth of a princess must naturally 
give to the royal family and people of Great Britain ; 
and we sincerely congratulate their majesties on that 
addition to their domestic happiness. We have the 
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honor to be, with great regard and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient and very humble servants, 

J. Adams. 

B. Franklin. 

J. Jay. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY M. LE COMTE DE VERGENNES. 
Sir, Passy, Aug. 16, 1783. 

I have the honor to inform your excellency, that 
the English ministry do not agree to any of the pro- 
positions that have been . made either by us, or by 
their minister here ; and they have sent over a plan 
for the definitive treaty, which consists merely of the 
preliminaries formerly signed, with a short introducr 
tory paragraph, and another at the conclusion, con- 
firming and establishing the said preliminary articles. 
My colleagues seem inclined to sign this with Mr. 
Hartley, and so to finish the affair. I am, with re- 
spect, sir, your excellency's, &c. B. Franklin. 

MONS. DE RAYNEVAL, (UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,) A MONS. FRANKLIN. 

A Versailles, le 29 AoAt, 1783. 

J'ai rendu compte k M. le Comte de Vergennes, 
Monsieur, de la difficult^ que fait M. Hartley de 
signer k Versailles, et ce ministre m'a charg6 de vous 
mander que rien ne devoit vous emp6cher de signer 
k Paris Mercredi prochain, jour d6sign6 pour la signa- 
ture des autres trait^s : mais il vous prie d'indiquer 
k M. Hartley 9 heures du matin, et d'envoyer ici un 
exprfes, imm6diatement apr^s votre signature faite. 
M. de Vergennes veut 6tre assur6 que votre besogne 
est consomm^e en m6me terns que la sienne. Vous 
recevez pour Mercredi un billet d'invitation, ainsi 
que Messieurs vos coUegues et Mons. Hartley; je 
pr^ume que celui-ci n'y trouvera aucune difficult^. 
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J'ai rhonneur d'etre avec un parfait attachemeot, 
Monsieur, votre tr^-bumble et tr^-ob^issant servi- 
teur, De Rayneval. ^ 

TO. DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

My dear Friend, Passy, Sept. 7, 1783. 

The enclosed letters, to you and to Mr. Fox, 
were written before I saw you yesterday. 

On my return home last night I found dispatches 
from congress, which may remove the diflBculties we 
were entangled with. Mr. Adams will be here this 
morning, when you will hear from us. I am ever 
yours sincerely, B. Franklin* 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ.. 

My dear Friend, Passy, Sept. 6, 1783. 

Enclosed is my letter to Mr. Fox. I beg you 
would assure him, that my expressions of esteem for 
him are not mere professions. I really think tim a 
• great man j and I would not think so, if I did not be- 
lieve he was at bottom, and would prove himself, a 
good one. Guard him against mistaken notions of 
the American people. You have deceived yourselves 
too long with vain expectations of reaping advantage 
from our little discontents. We are more thoroughly 
an enlightened people, with respect to our political 
interests, than perhaps any other under the heaven. 
Every man among us reads, and is so easy in. his cir- 
cumstances as to have leisure for conversation^ of 

m 

improvement, and for acquiring iilformation, Our 
domestic misunderstandings, when we have them, 
are of small extent, though monstrously magnified by 
your microscopic newspapers^ He whojudges from 
them, that we are on the point of falling into 
anarchy^ or returning to the obedience of Britain^ 
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is like one who, being shown some spots in the sun, 
should fancy that the whole disk would soon be 
overspread with them, and that there would be an 
end of day-light. The great body of intelligence 
among our people, surrounds and overpowers our 
petty dissensions, as the sun's great mass of fire 
diminishes and destroys his spots. Do not therefore 
any longer delay the evacuation of New York, in the 
vain hope of a new revolution in your favor, if such 
a hope has indeed had any effect in occasioning that 
delay. It is now nine months since the evacuations 
were promised. You expect with reason that the 
people of New York should do your merchants jus- 
tice in the payment of their old debts ; consider the 
injustice you do them in keeping them so long out 
of their habitations and out of their business, by 
which they might have been enabled to make pay- 
ment. 

There is no truth more clear to me than this, that 
the great interest of our two countrieis is, a thorough 
reconciliation. Restraints on the freedom of com- 
merce and intercourse between us, can afford no ad- 
vantage equivalent to the mischief they will do by 
keeping up ill humor and promoting a total aliena- 
tion. Let you and I, my dear friend, do our best 
towards advancing and securing that reconciliation. 
We can do nothing that will in a dying hour afford 
more solid satisfaction. 

I wish you a prosperous journey, and a happy 
sight of your friends. Present my best respects to 
your good brother and sister, and believe me ever, 
with sincere and great esteem, yours most affection- 
ately, B. Franklin. 
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(Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

TO THE RIGHT HON. C. J. FOX, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, Sept. 5, 1783. 

I received in its time the letter you did me the 
honor of writing to me by Mr. Hartley ; and I can- 
not let him depart without expressing my satisfac- 
tion in his conduct towards us, and applauding the 
prudence of that choice which sent us a man pos- 
sessed of such a spirit of conciliation, and of all that 
frankness, sincerity, and candor, which naturally 
produce confidence, and thereby facilitate the most 
diflScult negociations. Our countries are now hap- 
pily at peace, on which I congratulate you most cor- 
dially; and I beg you to be assured, that as long as 
I have any concern in public affairs, I shall readily 
and heartily concur with you, in promoting every 
measure that may tend to promote the common 
felicity. 

With great and sincere esteem and respect, I have 
the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, B. Franklin. 

TO D. HARTLEY, ESQ. 

My dear Frien d, Passy, Sept. 7, 1783. 

Enclosed I send you an extract of a letter to me 
from the president of congress, in which you will ob- 
serve the moderate disposition of that body towards 
the loyalists, with the causes of aggravation in the 
people's resentments against them. I am always, 
invariably, yours most sincerely^ 

B. Franklin. 
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(Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

Extract of a Letter from E. Boudinot, Esq. Pre- 
sident of congress, to B. Franklin, dated June 
18, 1783.— (Private.) 

" You will receive herewith a number of our 
newspapers, in which are inserted many resolves, 
associations, &c. from all parts of the country, which 
I earnestly wish had not been made ; but the truth 
is, that the cruelties, ravages, and barbarities of 
the refugees and loyalists, have left the people so 
sore that it is not yet time for them to exercise their 
good sense and cooler judgment ; and this cannot 
take place while the citizens of New York are kept 
out of their city, and despoiled daily of their pro- 
perty, by the sending off their negroes by hundreds 
in the face of the treaty. It has been exceedingly 
ill-judged in the British to retain New York so long, 
and to persist in sending away the negroes, as it has 
irritated the citizens of America to an alarming 
degree. I am, &c." 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 
Sir, Pitssy, Sept. 7, 1783. 

We have the honor of transmitting herewith en- 
closed, a resolution of congress of the 1st May last, 
which we have just received. 

You will perceive from it that we may daily ex- 
pect a commission in due form for the purposes men- 
tioned in it, and we assure you of our readiness to 
enter upon the business whenever you may think 
proper. 
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We have the honor to be, with great respect and 
esteem, sir, your most obedient and humble servants, 

J, Adams. 
B. Franklin. 

J. J At. 

(Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

BV THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 

May 1, 1783. 

On the report of a committee to whom was re- 
ferred a letter of Feb. 5, from the Hon. J. Adams; 

Ordered, That a commission be prepared to Messrs. 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, 
authorising them, or either of them in the absence of 
the others, to enter into a treaty of commerce be- 
tween the United States of America and Great Britain, 
subject to a revisal of the contracting parties, pre- 
vious to its final conclusion : and in the mean time to 
enter into a commercial convention, to continue in 
force one year. 

That the secretary for foreign affairs lay before 
congress without delay a plan of a treaty of com- 
merce, and instructions relative to the same, to be 
transmitted to the said commissioners. 

Charle3 Thomson, Secretary. 

to his excellency ELI as boudinot, esq, / 

President of Congress. 

Sir, Passy, Sept. 10, 1783. 

On the 3rd instant, definitive treaties of peace 
w^re concluded between all the late belligerent 
powers, except the Dutch, who the day before 
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settled and signed preliihinary articles of peace with 
Britain. 

We most sincerely and cordially congratulate con- 
gress and our country in general on this happy event; 
and we hope that the same kind Providence which 
has led us through a rigorous war to an honorable 
peace, will enable us to make a wise and moderate 
use of that inestimable blessing. 

The definitive treaty being in the terms of the pro- 
visional articles, and not comprehending any of the 
objects of our subsequent negotiations, it is proper 
that we give a summary account of them. 

When Mr. Hartley arrived here, he brought with 
him only a set of instructions signed by the king. 
We objected to proceeding with him until he should 
have a commission in form. This occasioned some 
delay. A proper commission was however trans- 
mitted to him; a copy of which was shortly after 
sent to Mr, Livingston. 

We having been instructed to obtain, if possible, 
an article for a direct trade to the West Indies, made 
to Mr. Hartley the proposition No. I. (See docu- 
ments at the end of this dispatch.) 

He approved of it greatly and recommended it to 
his court, but they declined assenting to it. 

Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No. II., 
(pp. 326. and 328.) but on being asked whether he 
was authorised to sign it, in case we agreed to it, 
he answered us in the negative. We therefore thought 
it improper to proceed to the consideration of it, 
until after he should have obtained the consent of 
his court to it. We also diesired to be informed whe- 
ther his court would or would not comprehend Ire-, 
land in these stipulations with us. 
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The British cabinet would not adopt Mr. Hartley's 
propositions; but their letters to him were calcu- 
lated to inspire us with expectations, that as nothing 
but particular local circumstances, which would pro- 
bably not be of long duration, restrained them from 
preferring the most liberal system of commerce with 
us, the ministry would take the earliest opportunity 
of gratifying their own wishes as well as ours on that 
subject. 

Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No. HI. 
(p. 329. et seq.) 

At this time we were informed that letters for us 
had arrived in France from Philadelphia. We ex- 
pected to receive instructions in them, and told Mr. 
Hartley that this expectation induced us to postpone 
giving him an answer for a few days. 

The vessel by which we expected these letters, it 
seems, had not brought any for us. But at that 
time information arrived from America, that our 
ports were all opened to British vessels. Mr. Hartley 
thereupon did not think himself at liberty to pro- 
ceed until after he should communicate that intelli- 
gence to his court, and receive their further instruct 
tions. 

Those further instructions never came, and thus 
our endeavors as to commercial regulations proved 
fruitless ; we had many conferences, and received 
long memorials from Mr. Hartley on the subject ; 
but his zeal for systems friendly to us, constantly 
exceeded his authority to concert and agree to 
them. 

During the long interval of his expecting instruc- 
tions, for his expectations were permitted to exist 
almost to the last, we proceeded to make and receive 
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propositions for perfecting the definitive treaty. De- 
tails of all the amendments, alterations, objections, 
exceptions, &c. which occurred in the course of these 
discussions, would be voluminous. We finally agreed 
that he should send to his court the project or 
draught of a treaty. No. IV.* He did so ; but after 
much time, and when pressed by France, who in- 
sisted that we should 'all conclude together, he was 
instructed to sign a definitive treaty in the terms of 
the provisional articles. 

Whether the British court meant to avoid a defi- 
nitive treaty with us, through a vain hope, from the 
exaggerated accounts of divisions among our people, 
and want of authority in congress, that some revolu- 
tion might soon happen in their favor, or whether 
their dilatory conduct was caused by the strife of 
the two opposite and nearly equal parties in the 
cabinet, is hard to decide. 

Your excellency will observe that the treaty was 
signed at Paris, and not at Versailles. Mr. Hartley's 
letter, No. V. (p. 340.) and our answer. No. VI. (p. 
34 J.) will explain this. His objections, and indeed 
our proceedings in general, were communicated to 
the French minister, who was content that we 
should acquiesce, but desired that we would appoint 
the signing early in the morning, and give him an 
account of it at Versailles by express; for that he 
would not proceed to sign on the part of France, till 
he was sure that our business was done. 

The day after the signature of th^ treaty, Mr. 
Hartley wrote us a congratulatory letter^ No. VII. 
(p. 343.) to which we returned the answer. No. VIIL 
<p.344.) 

• Not Inserted. 
VOL. II. X ' 
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He is gone to Guglaiid, and expects aooe to returo : 
Mfbkk for our parte w« think uoeertaiD* We have 
talpen ewe to speak to him ia strong ter ids on the 
subject of the ey^^^ticm of New York, and the 
other important subjeclis proper bo be mentioped to 
him. We thii^ we may rely on his doing every 
thing m 1m power to influence bis court to do wh^ 
they ought to do, but it does not appear that they 
have 03 yet formed any solid system for their con- 
duct relative to the United States. We cannot but 
think that the late and present aspect of affaiiB in 
America, has bad and continues to have an unfavo- 
rable influence^ not only in Britain, but throughout 
Europe. 

In whatever light the article respecting the Tories 
may be viewed in America, it is considered in Eu- 
rope as very humiliating to Britain, and therefore 
as being one which we ought in honor to perform 
and fulfil with the most scrupulous regard to good 
faith, and in a manner least offensive to the feeling 
of the king and court d Great Britain, who upon 
that point are extremely tender* 

The unseasonable and unnecessary resolves of 
various towns on this subject, the actual expulsion 
of Tories from some places, and the avowed impla- 
cability of almost all who have published their senti'- 
ments about the matter, are circumstances which 
are construed not only to the prejudice of our na- 
tional magnanimity and good faith, but aJbo to the 
prejudice of our governments. 

Popular committees are considered here> as with 
us, in the light of substitutes to constitutional gCH 
vemment, and as being only necessary in the interval 
between the removal of the former, and the esta- 
blishment of the present. 
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The constitutions of the different States have been 
translated and published, and pains hare been taken 
to lead Europe to believe that the American States 
not only made their own laws, but obeyed them. 
But the continuance of popular assemblies convened 
expressly to deliberate on matters proper only for 
the cognizance of the different legislatures and offi- 
cers of government, and their jn-oceeding not only 
to ordain, but to enforce their resolutions, has ex- 
ceedingly lessened the dignity of the States in the 
eyes of these nations. 

To this we may also add the situation of the army, 
the reluctance of the people to pay taxes, and the 
circumstances under which congress removed from 
Philadelphia, have diminished the admiration in 
which the people of America were held among the 
nations of Europe, and somewhat abated their ardor 
for forming connexions with us, before our affairs 
acquire a greater degree of order and consistence. 

Permit us to observe, that, in our opinion, the 
recommendation of congress promiised in the 5th 
article, should immediately be made in the terms of 
it and published, and that the States should be re- 
quested to take it into consideration as soon as the 
evacuation by the enemy shall be completed. It is 
also much to be wished that the legislatures may not 
involve all the Tories in banishment and ruin, but 
that such discriminations may be made as to entitle 
their decisions to the approbation of disinterested 
men, and dispassionate posterity. 
- On the 7th inst. we received yoar excellency's 
letter of the 16th June last, covering a resolution of 
Congress of the 1st May, directing a commission to 
us for making a treaty of commerce, &c. with Great 
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Britain. This intelligence arrived very opportunely 
to prevent the anti- American party in England from 
ascribing any delays on our part to motives of re- 
sentment to that country. Great Britain will send 
a minister to congress, as soon as congress shall send 
a minister to Britain ; and we think much good 
might result from that measure. 

Much we think will depend on the success of our 
negotiations with England. If she could be pre- 
vailed upon to agree to a liberal system of commerce, 
France, and perhaps some other nations, will follow 
her example ; but if she should prefer an exclusive 
monopolizing plan, it is probable that her neighbors 
will continue to adhere to their favorite restrictions. 
Were it certain that the United States could be 
brought to act as a nation, and would jointly and 
fairly conduct their commerce on principles of exact 
reciprocity with all nations, we think it probable 
that Britain would make extensive concessions. But 
on the contrary, while the prospect of disunion in 
our councils, or want of power and energy in our 
executive departments exist, they will not be appre- 
hensive of retaliation, and consequently lose their 
principal motive to liberality. Unless with regard 
to all foreign nations and transactions we uniformly 
act as an entire united nation, faithfully executing 
and obeying the constitutional acts of congress on 
those subjects, we shall soon find ourselves in the 
situation in which all Europe wishes to see us, viz. 
as unimportant consumers of her manufactures and 
productions, and as useful laborers to furnish her with 
raw materials. 

We beg leave to assure congress that we shall 
apply our best endeavors to execute this new com- 
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mission to their satisfaction, and shall punctually 
obey such instructions as they may be pleased to 
give us relative to it. Unless congress should have 
nominated a secretary to the commission, we shall 
consider ourselves at liberty to appoint one ; and as 
we are well satisfied with the conduct of Mr. Temple 
Franklin, the secretary to our late commission, we 
purpose to appoint him ; leaving to congress to make 
such compensation for his services as they may judge 
proper. 

With great respect, we have the honor to be, 
sir, your excellency's most obedient and humble 
servants, John Adams. 

B. Franklin. 

John Jay. 

No. I. 

Article proposed by the American Ministers, and deli' 
vered to David Hartley, Esq. the British Envoy. 

April 29, 1783. 
It is £^eed that so soon as his Britannic Majesty shall 
have withdrawn all his armies, garrisons, and fleets from the 
United States of America, and from every port, post, place, 
and harbor, within the same, as stipulated by the 7th article 
of the provisional treaty of 30th of November, 1782, then 
and thenceforth, for and during the term of years, 

all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, and places, belonging to the 
United States, or any of them, shall be open and free to the 
merchants, and other subjects of the crown of Great Britain, 
and his trading vessels ; who shall be received, treated, and 
protected, like the merchant and trading vessels of the state 
in which they may be liable to no other charges or duties. 

And reciprocally all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, and places, 
under the dominion of his Britannic Majesty shall thenceforth 
be open and free to the merchants and trading vessels of the 
said United States, and of each and every of them who shall 
be received, treated, and protected, like the merchant and 
trading vessels of Great Britain, and be liable to no other 
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chaises or duties; saving always to the chartered trading 
companies of Great Britain, such exclusive use and trade 
of Uieir respective ports and establishmentS| as neither the 
other subjects of Great Britain, nor any of the most favored 
nation, participate in. 

No. II. 

Mr. Hartley's Observations and Propositions, left with the 
American Ministers lhe2Ut May, 1783. 

A proposition having been ofiered by the American 
ministers, for the consideration of his Britannic Majesty's 
ministers, and of the British nation, for an entire and recipro- 
cal freedom of intercourse and commerce between Great 
Britain and the American United States, in the following 
words, viz. " That all rivers, harbors," &c. (See preceding 
article.) 

It is to be observed that this proposition implies a more 
ample participation of British commerce than the American 
States possessed even under their former connexion of de- 
pendence upon Great Britain, so as to amount to an entire 
abolition of the British Act of Navigation with respect to the 
thirteen United States of America ; and although proceeding 
on their part frcnn the most conciliatory and liberal prin- 
ciples of amity and reciprocity, nevertheless it comes from 
them as newly established states, and who^ in consequence 
of their former condition of dependencei have never yet had 
any established system of national commercial laws, or of 
commercial connexions by treaties with other nations, free 
and unembarrassed of many weighty considerations, which 
require the most scrupulous attention and investigation on 
the part of Great Britain, whose ancient system of national 
and commerdal policy is thus suddenly called upon to take a 
new principle for its foundation, and whose commercial en- 
gagements with other ancient States may be most materially 
affected thereby. For the purpose therefore of giving suffi- 
ci<ent time for the consideration and discussion of so important 
a proposition, respecting the present estabhshed system of 
the commercial policy and laws of Great Britain, and tbeir 
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sobtistiag commercial engageBie»t8 wkh soi^ereigzi powes^ 
it ki proposed that a tempotary intercourfeof comnflyerce sfaall 
be establis^eck between Great 'Rtksnn and the AjEOencBiD 
States, previously to the Gonelosion of asoy final and per^ 
petual compact In this intervening period, as tiie strict linfti 
and measure of reciprocity, from vari^as cxfcamalSances, cas-^ 
not be absolutely and completely adhered to^ it may be 
agreed that the commerce between the two^ eountries shaft 
revive, as nearly as can be opon the same footmg and t^ms 
as formerly snibsisted between them ; prcmded always^^ thatt 
DO concession on either sidle, ia the proposed tem^rary oon^ 
vention, shall be atgaed bereaHter in support of any fotuve 
demand or clam, Itt the mean tmve th^ proportion aboviei 
stated may be transmitted to London, requesting (wit&» his 
Majesty's consent) that it may be laid before Parliament for 
their consideration. 

It is prbposed tberefero, that l3ie aimsnTrfacturedl pvodiKe 
of the Uniffed Stages should be admitted ittto Great BfituB 
without any other duties (those imposed dnring the waor esc- 
cepted) than those; to which ihey wete faimttrly tisd)le» And 
it is expected in returni that the ptodkice and mamufeBCtiupes of 
Great Bfitain should be adintted into^the Uitked States- ili^ tike 
manner. 

If there should appear any want of reciprocity in llkid p«o* 
posal, upon thn grounds of asking admission for British 
ntannfaetutes into America,, while no such iodulgenoe' is 
given ta Amierican manufactures in Gr^t Brilainj;. ^ 
aiMwer is obvious^ that; the admission of British manu&c^ 
tures inAo America is an object of great impoTtanee^* and 
ei^ually productive of advantage to both countries; while^^on 
the other haad^ the mtioductio» of Amerieani maniifBCtHres 
into Great Britain caa be of no alervice to either, and maly be 
poodttctive of ianumecaUe fraudsv by enaUing persona so 
disposed to pass fi>ve%n EuBopeai^ goods, either pFolribited 
or liable td great dkities by the British laws,, for American 
manufactures. 

With regard to flue West ladiesy there is na objection to 
the most free intercourse between then and the United 
SiatesL The only restvietion proponed to be kdd npOK that 
intercourse, is prohibiting American ships carrying to those 
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colonies any other merchandise than the produce of their 
own country* The same observation may be made upon this 
festriction as upon the former. It is not meant to affect the 
interest of the United States ; but it is highly necessary^ 
lest foreign ships should make use of the American flag to 
carry on a trade with the British West Indian Islands. 

It is also proposed upon the same principle to restrain the 
ships that may trade to Great Britain from America^ from 
bringing foreign merchandise into Great Britain : the neces- 
sity of this restriction is likewise evident, unless Great Bri- 
tain meant to give up her whole Navigation Act. There is no 
necessity of any similar restrictions on the part of the Ame- 
rican States, those states not having as yet any Acts of Na- 
vigation. 

Proposed Agreement. 

Whereas it is highly necessary that an intercourse of 
trade and commerce should be opened between the people 
and territories belonging to the Crown of Great Britain and 
the people and territories of the United States of America : 
And whereas it is highly expedient that the intercourse be^ 
tween Great Britain and the said United States should be 
estabUshed on the most enlarged principles of reciprocal 
benefit to both countries; but from the distance between 
Great Britain and America, it must be a considerable time 
before any convention or treaty for establishing and regu- 
lating, the trade and intercourse between Great Britain and 
the said United States of America upon a permanent foun- 
dation can be concluded : Now, for the purpose of making a 
temporary regulation of the commerce and intercourse be- 
tween Great Britain and the said United States of America, 
it is agreed that all citizens of the United States of America 
shall be permitted to import into, and export from any part 
of his Britannic Majesty's dominions, in American ships, 
any goods, wares, and merchandise, which have been so im- 
ported or exported by the inhabitants of the British American 
colonies, before the commencement of the war, upon payment 
of the same duties and charges, as the like sort of goods or 
merchandise are now or may be subject and liable to, if im- 
ported by British subjects, in British ships, from any British 
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island or plantation in America ; and that all the subjects of 
his Britannic Majesty shall be permitted to import from any 
part of the territories of the thirteen United States of Ame- 
rica^ in British ships^ any goods^ wares, and merchandise 
which might have been so imported or exported by the sub- 
jects of his Britannic Majesty, before the commencement of 
the war, upon payment of the same duties and charges, as 
the like sort of goods, wares, and merchandises are now, or 
may be subject and liable to, if imported in American ships 
by any of the citizens of the United States of America. 

This agreement to continue in force until . . . . ; 
Provided always, that nothing contained in this agreement 
shall at any time hereafter be argued on either side in sup- 
port of any future demand or claim. 

No. III. 

D. HARTLEY, ESQ. TO THE AMERICAN MINISTERS. 

Gentlemen, Paris, June 14, 1783. 

Permit me to address the enclosed memorial to your 
excellencies, and to explain to you my reasons for so doings 
It is because many consequences, now at great distance, and 
unforeseen by us, may arise between our two countries, per- 
haps from very minute and incidental transactions, which in 
the beginning may be imperceptible and unsuspected as to their 
future effects. Our respective territories are in vicinity, and 
therefore we must be inseparable. Great Britain,, with the 
British power in America, is the only nation with whom by 
absolute necessity you must have the most intimate concerns, 
either of friendship or hostility. All other nations are 3000 
miles distant from you. You may have political connexions 
with any of these distant nations, but with regard to Great 
Britain it must be so. Political intercourse and interests 
will obtrude themselves between our two countries, because 
they are the two great powers dividing the continent of 
North America. These matters are not to come into discus- 
sion between us now. They are of too much importance 
either to be involved or even glanced at, in any present trans- 
action. 
Let every eventual principle be kept untouched until the 
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two nations fhall have recorercd firem tlic animoaitiea of the 
war. Let them have a pacific interval to ccmnder d^libe^ 
rately of their mutual and combined interests^ and of their 
engagements with other nations. Let us not, ai the outset 
of a temporary convention, adopt the severe {mnciple of re- 
ducing every transaction bet weeji the two coniittiea to the faotr 
ing of exact reciprocity alone. Such a principle would cast 
a gloom upon conciliatory projects. America ia not re- 
strained from any conciliation with Grfeat Britain by any 
treaty with any other power. Tht principles of conciliation 
would be most desiraUe between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica; and forbearance is the road to conciliation* There 
are all reasonable appearances of conciliatory disposi-* 
tions on all sides, which jnay be perfected m time. Let us 
not therefore at such a moment as this, and without the most 
urgent necessity, establish a morose principle between us. 
If it were a decided point against amity and conciliation, it 
would be time enough to talk of partition and strict reeipro^ 
city. To presume in favor of concihatioa, may help it for- 
ward ; to presume against it^ may destroy that coociiialion 
which might otherwise have taken place. 

But in the present case there is more than reaaott to pce- 
anme conciliation* I think mysdf happy that I have it in 
my power to assure you from authority, that it is the frmda- 
mental principle of the British eoandls to establish amity 
and confidence between Great Britain and the Ameriean 
States, as a succedaneum for the relation in which they 
formerly stood one to the other. The proof of this conirists 
not in words, but in substantial facts,. His Britannic Majesty 
has. been graciously pleased to send orders to his commamdeni 
in North America for the speedy and complete evacaatioa of 
all the territories of the United States. His MsyesHy has 
givea orders in council on the I4th of the last monUi, for idle 
admisMon of American ships and cargoes into Great Britaat; 
and on the 6th instant he has given further orders^ pemxittiiig 
the importation from America, of several articles, wUck haire 
been usoaUy considered as mannfoctures* He has Ukemse 
provided for the convenience of American merchants,, vribo 
may wish to land tobacco in Great Britain for re-ex|Portaftion, 
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Upon the same principle. Mr. Fox, the Secretary of State 
corresponding with America, has moTed for and received the 
leave of the House of Commons, (nem. con.) to bring in a bill, 
that any American merchants importing rice into Great Bri- 
tain, may, upon re-exportation, draw back the whole duty 
paid on its first importation. All these circumstances put 
together, undoubtedly form the most indisputable evidence 
of the disposition wKich prevails in the British councils to 
give every facility to the re-establishment of that intercourse 
which must be so beneficial to both nations. 

I am ordered to inform you that his Majesty entirely ap- 
proves of the plan of making a temporary convention for the 
purpose of restoring immediate intercourse and commerce, 
and more particularly for the purpose of putting off for a 
time,. the decision of that important question, how far the 
British Acts of Navigation ought to be sacrificed to commer- 
cial considerations, drawn from the particular circumstanoes 
of the present crisis ; a question which will require much 
deliberation and very much inquiry before it can be deter- 
mined. I am sure, gentlemen, you will see and admit the 
reasonableness of our proceeding in such a case with delibe- 
ration and discretion, more especially when these acts of 
prudence do not proceed fron^ any motives of coolness or 
reserve towards you. In the mean time the temporary con- 
vention may proceed, upon principles of real and accommo- 
dating reciprocity. For instance, we agree to put you upon 
a more favorable footing than any other nation. We do not 
ask a rigid reciprocity for this, because we know by your 
present subsisting treaties, it is not in your power to give it 
to us. We desire only to be put upon the footing of other 
nations with you, and yet we consent that you shall be upon 
a better footing with us than any other nation. 

Thus far we must be allowed to be giving something more 
than reciprocity ; and this we do, as I said before, because 
we are unwilling to ask what you are unable to give. Surely 
it is not unreasonable, nor more ftian from principles of re- 
ciprocity we have a right to expect, that you should imitate 
our conduct in this particular, and that you should abstain 
from asking things under the title of exact and litei^al reci* 
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procity which, apon the consideration of our cause, ypu 
must know that we cannot give ; virtual and substantial re- 
ciprocity we are willing to give ; literal reciprocity is impos- 
sible, as much from your engaments, as from our system of 
navigation. 

If we can agree upon an article of intercourse and com- 
merce, in the nature of a temporary convention, on the basis 
of the memorial which I had the honor of giving lately to 
you, bearing date 19th of May, 1783,* no time need be lost 
in finishing this business ; but with this explanation, that 
although it is proposed that the commerce between the 
United Stafes and the British West Indies should be free 
with regard to their respective productions, yet that we are 
not bound to admit the importation of West Indian commo- 
dities into Great Britain, in American vessels. Believe me, 
gentlemen, that this restriction does not proceed ftom any 
invidious disposition towards the American states. It is im- 
posed by indispensable prudence and necessity upon the 
British ministers, who, in the present state of things, could 
not be justified to their own country to go hastily to a larger 
extent of concession. This point is not to be looked upon 
merely as commercial, but as affecting fundamentally the 
great political system of British navigaticm ; and you are to 
consider that the principle upon which the whole of our pro- 
posed temporary convention is to stand, is, that the commerce 
between the two countries is to be revived, nearly upon the 
old footing ; but that each nation is to keep in its own hands 
the power of making such regulations respecting navigation 
as shall seem fit, 1 assure you that this point has been dis- 
cussed by the ministers of the British cabinet with infinite 
candor, and with every possible disposition of amity and 
favor towards your country; but the more they have in- 
quired upon this subject, the more they are overborne by 
conviction, that the prejudices upon this matter (if that be 
the name these opinions deserve) are so strong, that such a 

* Supposed to allude to his Observations and Propositions 
delivered to the American Commissioners the 2\st May, 1783. 
See page 326. 
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measure as a relaxation of the Act of Navigation in this in- 
stance never can be taken^ but upon such a full and solemn 
Parliamentary inquiry as it is impossible to go into at this 
time of the year, and in this stage of the sessions. I cannot^ 
therefore, gentlemen, help flattering myself that you, who arc 
so well acquainted with the difficulties which must embarrass 
an English administration in a business of this sort, will 
rather endeavor to remove them than to increase them ; and 
I am sure that such a plan on your part would ultimately be 
most conducive to your own objects. When an amicable in- 
tercourse is once opened, and when conciliatory confidence 
comes to take place of those jealousies which have lately 
subsisted, you may easily conceive in how different a manner 
the whole of this matter will be considered. I am confident 
that this will be the case ; but if it is not, the provisions 
being only temporary, it will be in the power of the United 
States to take up any hostile mode of proceeding, by re- 
straints and prohibitions, 8cc. whenever they may think fit. 

I have made use above of the word prejudices in speaking 
of the principles of the British Act of Navigation. I hope 
you will accept that term from me, as proceeding so far in 
compliance towards the future consideration of the points 
now between us, as to keep the question open and free for 
discussion. If Great Britain should, in any case, throw down 
the barriers of her Act of Navigation towards America, she 
should be very secure against the possible case of future en- 
mity or alliance against her. Such considerations as these 
lead to objects far beyond our present scope or powers. But 
I must still add one word more upon this article of preju-' 
dices. Such prejudices (if they are so) are not confined to 
Great Britain. By your commercial treaty with France, 
Article 4th, you are only entitled to an European trade with 
that kingdom ; and not, even by that treaty, to any direct 
commerce between their West Indian islands and the ports 
of the American states, much less to the immediate commu- 
nication between the French islands and the dominions of the 
Crown of France in Europe. 

Every public proceeding in England since the commence- 
ment of our present negociation, for opening intercourse and 
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commerce between our two cornitries, will^ I am sure, sup- 
port me in saying that we have very liberally taken the lead, 
that we hftTe not waited for any assurance of reciprocity, but 
have given orders for almost an universal admission of Ame* 
rican artides before we even know that any vessel of Great 
Britain will find admission into American ports. What do 
we ask in return ? No more than this : that while we, gra- 
tuitously and without stipulation, give advantages and favors 
to the American states which we deny to all other nations, 
they would so &r justify our liberal way of proceeding, as to 
receive us in the same manner as other nations, which are 
foreign, and to permit us to carry to North America what is 
evidently for their interest that we should carry thither. 

I need hardly add, that it is of infinite importance that 
some temporary convention should be finished without loss 
of time. 1 hope and trust we shall not find much more diffi- 
culty in this business. You must see the advantage of an 
immediate renewal of intercourse ; and from the candor of 
your dispo^tions I am sure you must likewise be convinced, 
that to give us some facility in the outset is the sure road to 
such an equitable arrangement for the future as you must 
have at heart. The reasons which I have given in the memo* 
rial dated the first of June instant, appear to me to be cogent 
and convincing upon the natural alliance between our two 
countries ; and when the intercourse has once begun, every 
thing will go on in its natural road. It is therefore of in- 
finite consequence to begin that intercourse. Great Britain, 
by all public proceedings of repeals, proclamations, &c. &c. 
has made the first advances with warmth and confidence, 
SAd therefore I conclude, with the fullest assurance, that you 
will meet those advances with cordial reciprocity. 
. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with the greatest respect 
and consideration^ your most obedient and humUe servamt, 

D. Hartley. 

MEMORIAL, June 1, 1783. 

The proposition which has been made for an universal and 
unlimited reciprocity of intercourse and commerce between 
Great Britain and the American United States, requires % 
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very serious consideration on die; part of Great Britain, for 
the reasons already stated in a memorial dated May 19, 1783| 
and for many othier reasons, which in the future discussion 
of the proposition will appear* To the American states like* 
wise it is a matter of the deepest importance, not only as a 
proposition of commercial intercourse, which is the least 
pert, but most principally as a political basis and guarantee 
for their newly established constitutions. The introduction 
of British interests into a communion of intercourse will bring 
forward an unirersal guarantee on the part of Ghreat Britain, 
in the future progress of political events, which may affect 
the United States of America in their national capacity. The 
proposition is fertile in future prospects to Oreat Britain, and 
America also may wisely see in it a solid foundation for 
herself. 

All circumstances are most fortunately disposed between 
Great Britain and the American states, to render them useful 
friends and allies to each other, with a higher degree of soil* 
ableness between themselves than any other nations can pre- 
tend to. France cannot interchange reciprocities with the 
American states, by reosoa of numberless impediments in her 
system of government, in her monopolies, and in her system 
of commerce. France has the great disability of difference 
in language to contend with, and the institution of the pre* 
sent French manufactures has never at any time heretofore 
been tr^ned or adapted to American commerce. The only 
particular and specific &cility which France ever possessed 
for Amerieau intercourse has, for many years, been trans* 
ferred into the British scale by the cesaon of Canada to 
Great Britain. The future commerce between France and 
America will chiefly be iiegulated by anch conveniences as 
France can draw to herself firom America, without much ap« 
titude on the part of France to accommodate her manufto- 
tures and commerce to American demands. In short, an 
interchange of reciprocities between France and America 
would run against the stream on both sides, and all esta* 
l^sbed babitSy manners, language, tc^ether with principles 
of govemmmt and commerce, would miliiate against such a 
system. 
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Conformably to this reasoning it appears that France has 
not at any time entertained any systematical design of form- 
ing any miion or consolidation of interests with America. 
She took up the American cause^ as instrumental to her po- 
litical views in Europe. America likewise accepted the 
alliance with France for her separate views^ viz. for the es- 
tablishment of her independence. The alliance therefore is 
completed and terminated, without leaving behind it any po* 
litical principle of the future permanent connexion between 
them. Occasional circumstances produced a temporary al- 
liance. Similar circumstances may on any future occasion 
produce a similar event of a temporary compact. Dissimilar 
circumstances^ arising from any future political views of the 
court of France in Europe^ may without any inconsistency of 
principle throw the power of that kingdom into a scale ad- 
verse to the future interests of the American states. In such 
case therefore, where there cannot exist any permanent po- 
litical connexion between France and America, and where the 
commercial attachments can be but feeble, it would be vain 
to expect in the French nation any such ally, as newly esta- 
blished states ought to look out for, to give maturity and 
firmness to their constitutions. 

As to Spain, every argument which has been stated respect- 
ing diversity of language, manners, government, monopolies, 
and system of commerce, from those which prevail in the 
United States of America, obtains in a superior degree. And 
much more to add besides; for Spain is not only incompetent 
to interchange reciprocities with the American states, but 
likewise her own situation in America will at all times render 
her extremely jealous of her neighbors. The only activity 
which Spain has exerted in the war, has been to procure a 
barrier against the American states, by annexing West Florida 
to her former acquisition of New Orleans; thereby embracing 
the mouth of the Mississippi, and, by means of that river 
jointly with her landed possessions, establishing a strong and 
jealous boundary against any future progress of the American 
states in those parts. Spain therefore cannot be looked upon 
by the American states as a suitable object of their election 
to become a permanent ally and friend to them. Portugal 
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likewise labors under all the disabilities of language, manners, 
monopolies, govemment, and system of commerce. Her na- 
tional power and importance would be likewise insufficient 
to constitute a strong and permanent ally to the American 
states. All these nations will undoubtedly be found to have 
many commodious qualities for participation in commerce, 
but the pre-eminent faculties necessary to constitute a firm 
and permanent ally to the American states will be found 
deficient in them. 

As to the Italian states, or any other powers in the Medi- 
terranean, they are certainly not adequate to any competi- 
tion of political alliance with the rising states of America. 
They will also form very commodious links and connexions 
in the general circuit of commerce, but beyond these consi- 
derations they have no share in the present question. The 
several states of the Germanic body are in the same predi- 
cament. 

As to the northern powers, viz. those in the Baltic, they 
are not favored, either by vicinity or climate, for a frequent 
or facile intercourse of commerce with America. And even 
respecting several material articles of commerce, jealousies 
and competitions might arise. As to political alliances, 
there are no such in prospect from them to the American 
states, even if there were any superfluity of force in any of 
them, beyond the necessities of their respective domestic 
situations. The extreme distance would be conclusive against 
any possible application of such power as a political alliance 
favorable to the establishment and confirmation of the Ame- 
rican states. 

The only maritime state on the continent of Europe re^ 
maining to be discussed as a competent candidate for com- 
merce or connexion with America, is the republic of the 
' United Netherlands, commonly called Holland. In respect 
to American commerce, the Dutch have among themselves 
every facility combined, which the separate states of Europe 
possess distinctively in their own concerns, or nearly. Their 
industry, finagality, and. habits of commerce may even carry 
:them so far as to make them rivals to the Americans them- 
^selve9, in the transportation of European merchandise to 

VOL. II. Y 
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America. These faculties of commerce would have been of 
infinite importance to the American states, if the war had 
continued between Great Britain and them. But upon the 
event of peace it becomes a matter of the most perfect indif- 
ference to America, whether each European state navigates 
its own commerce into the ports of America, which will be 
open to ally or whether the commercial £Eu;ulties of Holland 
enable her to exceed in rivalship her European neighbors^ 
and thereby to navigate European goods to America beyond 
the proportion of her national share. The faculties of a na- 
tion of carriers may be fortunate for the marine of that nation, 
but considered in themselves, and with respect to other nations, 
they are but secondaries in commerce. They give no ground 
of reciprocities or participation. That one nation should say 
to another. You shall navigate all our rivers, harbors, lakes, 
ports, and places, if we may do the same in yours, is a pro- 
position of reciprocity; but that Holland should say to 
America, We vrill bring European goods to you, or you may 
be your own carriers, is neither concession nor reciprocity. 
Holland is not a nation of rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, and 
places for the distribution of goods and manufactures for in- 
ternal consumption, and therefore her reciprocities must be 
very scanty. Holland is the market-place of Europe, and 
the Dutch seamen are the carriers appertaining to that mar^ 
ket-place. The admission of American ships to that market- 
place, freely to import and to export, is undoubtedly an act 
of reciprocity on the part of Holland, as far as it goes, but 
in no degree adequate to the unlimited participation of Ameri- 
can commerce, throughout all the rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, 
and places of that vast continent. The commercial recipro- 
cities of Holland therefore being inferior on her part towards 
America, the next point of view, in which Holland is to be 
considered, as relevant to this question, is as a nation of 
power, capable of becoming an effectual and permanent ally 
and guarantee to the American states : for that is the great 
object which America, as a wise nation, recently arisen into 
independence, ought to keep in view. Holland has certainly 
been a nation of great and celebrated naval force. She 
remains so still ; but having for many years suspended her 
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exertions of force, and having directed the faculties of her 
people into the commercial line, she seems not to have any 
superfluity of force beyond the necessity of providing for her 
own security, and certainly no such redundance of power as 
to extend to the protection of distant nations as allies^ or 
guarantees. It appears therefore, upon the whole of this 
argument^ that Holland, although a commercial nation, can- 
not even interchange commercial reciprocities with America 
upon an equal footing, and that her faculties of force are 
inadequate to those which America ought to expect in the 
permanent alUes and guarantees of her country. 

The independence of the American states being established, 
their first consideration ought to be, to determine with what 
friendships and alliances they will enter into the new world 
of nations. They will look round them, and cast about for 
some natural, permanent, and powerful ally, with whom they 
may interchange all cementing reciprocities, both commer- 
cial and political. If such an ally be to be found any where 
for them, it is still in Great Britain ; at least it is certain 
that, in looking round Europe, no other is to be found. 
There is no inherent impossibility to prevent such a con- 
nexion from taking place ; it must depend upon the free-will 
and common interest of the parties. There are all possible 
faculties on both sides to give and to receive all adequate 
and beneficial reciprocities, which are practicable, and more 
likely to be permanent between independent parties, than 
between two parties of which one is dependent on the other. 
Great Britain is undoubtedly the first of European nations 
in riches, credit, faculties, industry, commerce, manufactures, 
internal consumption and foreign export, together with civil 
liberty, which is the source of all, and naval power, which is 
the support of all. The dominions appertaining to the crown 
of Great Britain are large and fertile, its colonies still exten- 
sive and in close vicinity to the American states ; Great 
Britain being an American as well as an European pow^, 
and all her empire connected by her naval force. 

The territories of the American states, from the Atlantic 
ocean to the Mississippi, contain an inexhaustible source q{ 
riches, industry, and future power. These will be the foun- 
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dation of great events in the new page of life. Infinite go6i 
or infinite evil may arise, according to the principles upon 
which the intercourse between Great Britain and America 
shall be arranged in its foundation. Great Britain and 
America must be still inseparable, either as friends or foes. 
This is an awful and important truth. These are considera- 
tions not to be thought of slightly, not to be prejudged in 
passion, nor the arrangements of them to be hastily fore- 
closed. Time given for consideration may have excellent 
effects on both sides. The pause of peace, with friendly in- 
tercourse, returning affection and dispassionate inquiry, can 
alone decide these important events, or do justice to the 
anxious expectations of Great Britain and America. 

No. V. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO THE AMERICAN MINISTERS. 

Gentlemen, Paris, Aug. 29, 1783. 

As the day is now fixed for the signatures of the defini- 
tive treaties between Great Britain, France, and Spain, I b^ 
leave to inform your excellencies that I am ready to sign the 
definitive treaty between Great Britain and the United States 
of America whenever it shall be convenient to you. I beg 
the favor therefore of you to fix the day. My instructions 
confine me to Paris as the place appointed to me for the 
exercise of my functions ; and therefore whatever day you 
may fix upon for the signature, I shall hope to receive the 
honor of your company at the Hotel d*York. I am, gentle- 
men, with the greatest respect and consideration, your most 
obedient servant, D. Hartley. 

The American ministers, plenipotentiaries for making 
peace with Great Britain, present their compliments to Mr. 
Hartley. They regret that Mr. Hartley's instmcticMis vnl\ not 
permit him to sign the definitive treaty of peace with America 
at the place appointed for the signature of the others. They 
vnll nevertheless have the honor of waiting upon Mr. Hartiey 
at his lodgings at Paris, for the purpose of signing the treaty 
in question, on Wednesday morning at 8 o'clock. 
Passy, Aug. 30, 1783. 
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No. VL 

^The Definitive Treaty between Great Britain and the 
United Stales of America^ signed at Paris the third day 
of September J 1783. . 

In the name of the most Holy and undivided Trinity. 

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the 
hearts of the serene and most potent Prince George the Third, 
by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lunen- 
bourg, Arch-Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman 
Empire, &c. and of the United States of America, to forget 
all past misunderstandings and differences that have unhap- 
pily interrupted the good correspondence and friendship which 
they mutually wish to restore, and to establish such a bene- 
ficial and satisfactory intercourse between, the two countries 
upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual conve- 
nience, as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony ; and having for this desirable end already laid 
the foundation of peace and reconciliation by provisional arti- 
cles signed at Paris on the 30th of November, 1782, by the 
commissioners empowered on each part, which articles were 
agreed to be inserted in and to constitute the treaty of peace 
proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britain 
and the said United States, but which treaty was not to be 
concluded until terms of peace should be agreed upon be- 
tween Great Britain and France, and his Britannic Majesty 
should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly ; and the 
treaty, between Great Britain and France having since been 
concluded ; his Britannic Majesty and the United States of 
America, in order to carry into full effect the provisional arti- 
cles above mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, have con- 
stituted and appointed, that is to say, his Britannic Majesty 
on his part, David Hartley, Esq. member of the parliament 
of Great Britain : and the said United States on their part, 
John Adams^ Esq. late a commissioner of the United States 
of America at the court of Versailles, late delegate in congress 
from the state of Massachusetts, and chief justice of the said 
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state, and minister plenipotentiary of the said United States 
to their high mightinesses the states-general of the United 
Netherlands; Benjamin Franklin, Esq. late delegate in con- 
gress from the state of Pennsylvania, president of the conven- 
tion of the said state, and minister plenipotentiary from the 
United States of America at the court of Versailles ; John Jay, 
Esq. late president of congress, and chief justice of the state 
of New York, and minister plenipotentiary from the said 
United States at the court of Madrid, to be the plenipoten- 
tiaries for the concluding and signing the present definitive 
treaty; who, after having reciprocally communicated their re- 
spective full powers, have agreed upon, and confirmed the 
following articles: 

N. B. The nine first articles were the same as the Pre- 
liminary Articles signed with Mr. Oswald, 'November 
30, 1782. {See page 268.) 

Article X. 

The solemn ratification of the present treaty, expedited in 
good and due form, shall be exchanged between the contract^ 
ing parties in the space of six months, or sooner if possible, 
to be computed from the day of the signature of the present 
treaty. In witness whereof we the undersigned, their mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary, have, in their name and virtue of 
our full powers, signed, with our hands, the present defini- 
tive treaty, and caused the seals of our arms to be affixed 
thereto. 

Done at Paris this third day of September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. 

JOHN ADAMS, (L. S.) 

^. ^^ .B. FRANKLIN, (L. S.) 

(Signed) ^ JOHN JAY, (L. S.) 

DAVID HARTLEY, (L. S.) 

At the end of this treaty were added Mr. Hartley*s and 
the American ministers' commissions, and certified thus : 
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We certify the foregoing copies of the respective 
full powera to be authentic. 

GEORGE HAMMOND, 

. Secretary to the British commission, 
(Signed) <^ ^jj TEMPLE FRANKLIN, 

Secretary to the American commission. 

No. Vll. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO THE AMERICAN MINISTERS. 

Gentlemen, Paris, Sept. 4, 1783. 

It is with the sincerest pleasure that I congratulate 
yoU'On the happy event which took place yesterday, viz. the 
signature of the definitive treaty between our two countries. 
I consider it as the auspicious presage of returning confi* 
dence, and of the future intercourse of all good offices be- 
tween us. I doubt not that our two countries will entertain 
the same sentiments, and that they will behold with satisfac- 
tion the period which terminates the memory of their late 
unhappy dissensions, and which leads to the renewal of all 
the ancient ties of amity and peace. I can assure you that 
his Britannic majesty, and his confidential servants, enter-^ 
tain the strongest desire of a cordial good understanding with 
the United States of America. And that nothing may be 
wanting on our parts to perfect the great work of pacifica- 
tion, I shall propose to you, in a very short time, to renew 
the discussion of those points of amity and intercourse, which 
have been lately suspended to make way for the signature of 
the treaties between all the late beljigerent powers, which 
took place yesterday. We have now the fairest prospects 
before us, and an unembarrassed field for the exercise of 
every beneficent' disposition, and for the accomplishment of 
every object of reciprocal advantage between us. Let 
us then join our hearts and hands together in one com- 
mon cause, for the reunion of all our ancient affections and 
common interests.. I am, gentlemen, with the greatest 
respect and consideration, your most obedient servant, 

D. Hartley. 
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No. VIII. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

Sir, Passy, Sept. 6, 1783. 

We have received the letter which you did us the honor 
to write yesterday. * 

Your friendly congratulations on the signature of the de- 
finitive treaty meet with cordial returns on our part ; and we 
sincerely rejoice with you in that event, by which the Ruler of 
nations has been graciously pleased to give peace to our two 
countries. 

We are no less ready to join our endeavors than our wishes 
with yours, to concert such measures for regulating the future 
intercourse between Great Britain and the United States, as 
by being consistent with the honor and interest of both, may 
tend to increase and perpetuate mutual confidence and good- 
will. We must nevertheless candidly inform you, that we 
consider our commission as terminated, and therefore, without 
further authority from congress, will not be able to sign und 
conclude. All we can at present do is to confef with you, 
and recommend to congress such propositions as may appear 
to us to merit their assent. And we shall propose to them to 
send a commission to Europe without delay for these impor- 
tant purposes. 

The unrestrained course already given by the states to the 
British commerce with them, and the unconditional liberation 
of prisoners, at a time when more caution would not have 
been singular, are marks of liberality and confidence, which 
we flatter ourselves will be equalled by the magnanimity of 
his Majesty and the people of Great Britain. 

We have communicated to congress the warm and re- 
peated assurances with which you have officially honored us 
on these subjects ; and we are persuaded that the period of 
their being realised will have an auspicious and conciliating 
influence on all the parties in the late unhappy dissensipns. 

We have the honor to be, sir, with great respect and 
esteem, your most obedient and humble servants, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
JOHN JAY. 
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DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My dear Fribnb, Bath, Sept. 24, 1783. 

I am at present at Bath with my dearest sister, 
whom I have found as well as I could have expected, 
and I hope with reasonable prospect of recovery in 
time. I have seen my friends in the ministry, and 
hope things will go well ; with them I am sure all is 
right and firm. The chief part of the cabinet 
ministers are out of town ; but there will be a full 
cabinet held in a few days, in which a specific pro- 
position in the nature of a temporary convention will 
be given in instructions to me. I imagine, nearly 
upon the ground of my memorial of May 21, 1783, 
which I delivered to the American ministers ;* viz. 
'* American ships not to bring foreign manufactures 
into Great Britain, nor to trade directly between the 
British West Indies and Great Britain," all the rest 
to be as before the war. I expect that something to 
this efiect will be their determination, in the ofier ; 
and if it should be so, I shall hope not to meet with 
difficulty on your parts. I want to see some specific 
beginning. As to any further proposition respecting 
the trade between Great Britain and the British 
West Indies, I doubt whether any such can be disr 
cussed before the meeting of parliament. I wish to 
^ook forward not only to the continuation of peace 
between our two countries,, but to the improvement 
of reconciliation into alliance ; and therefore I wish 
the two parties to be disposed to accommodate each 
other, without the strict account by weights and 
scales as between aliens and strangers, actuated to- 

^ See pages 326 and 329. 
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wards each other by no other principle than cold and 
equalising indifference. Friendly dispositions pre- 
sumed have their fairest chance of being realised ; 
but if we should set out presuming against them, the 
good which might have happened may be prevented. 
Pray remember me to your three colleagues, and to 
all friends. Yours ever most affectionately, 

D. Hartley. 

P. S. I have put in a word for our Quaker article,* 
and I hope with some impression. 

TO SIR EDWARD NEWENHAM, BART. IRELAND. 

Dear Sir, Passy, Oct. 2, 1783. 

It is a pleasing reflection arising from the con- 
templation of our successful struggle, and the manly, 
spirited, and unanimous resolves at Dungannon, that 
liberty, which some years since appeared in danger 
of extinction, is now regaining the ground she had 
lost, that arbitrary governments are likely to become 
more mild, and reasonable, and to expire by degrees, 
giving place to more equitable forms ; one of the 
effects this of the art of printing, which diffuses so 
general a light, augmenting with the growing day, 
and of so penetrating a nature, that all the window 
shutters despotism and priestcraft can oppose to 
keep it out, prove insuflScient. 

In answer to your question respecting what may 
be necessary to fix a trade between Ireland and 
America, I may acquaint you, between ourselves, 
that there is some truth in the report you may have 
heard, of our desiring to know of Mr. Hartley 
whether he was empowered or instructed to include 

* To prohibit privateering, see page 290. 
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Ireland ia the treaty of commerce proposed to us, 
and of his sending for instructions on that head, 
which never arrived. That treaty is yet open, may 
possibly be soon resumed, and it seems proper that 
something should be contained in it to prevent the 
doubts and misunderstandings that may hereafter 
arise on the subject, and secure to Ireland the same 
advantages in trade that England may obtain. You 
can best judge whether some law or resolution of 
your parliament may not be of use towards gaining 
that point. 

My grandson joins me in wishes of every kind of 
felicity for you. Lady Newenham, and all your 
amiable family. God bless you, and give success to 
your constant endeavors for the welfare of your 
country. With true and great respect and esteem^ 
I have the honor to be, &c. B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. M.P. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My dear Friend, Bath, Oct. 4, 1783. 

I only write one line to you to let you know 
that I am not forgetful of you, or of our common 
concerns. I have not heard any thing from the 
ministry yet : I believe it is a kind of vacation with 
them before the meeting of parliament* I have told 
you of a proposition which I have had some thoughts 
to make as a kind of co-partnership in commerce. 
I send you a purposed temporary convention, which 
I have drawn up. You are to consider it only as 
one I recommend. The words underlined are grafted 
upon the proposition of my memorial, dated May 21, 
J 783. You will see the principle which I have in 
my thoughts to extend for the purpose of restoring 
our ancient co-partnership generally. I cannot tell 
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you what event things may take, but my thoughts 
are always employed in endeavoring to arrange 
that system upon which the chitia vase, lately shat^ 
tered, may be cemented together, upon principles of 
compact and connexion, instead of dependence. I 
have met with a sentiment in this country which 
gives some alarm, viz. lest the unity of government 
in America should be uncertain, and the states reject 
the authority of Congress. Some passages in General 
Washington's letters have given weight to these 
doubts. I don't hear of any tendency to this opinion ; 
that the American states will break to pieces, and then 
we may still conquer them. I believe all that folly is 
extinguished. But many serious and well-disposed 
persons are alarmed lest this should be the ill-fated 
moment for relaxing the powers of the union, andannihi" 
lating the cement of confederation, (vide Washington's 
letter,) and that Great Britain should thereby lose 
her best and wisest hope of being re-connected with 
the American States unitedly. I should, for one, 
think it the greatest misfortune. Pray give me some 
opinion upon this. You see there is likewise another 
turn which may be given to this sentiment by intem- 
perate and disappointed people; who may indulge a 
passionate revenge for their own disappointments, 
by endeavoring to excite general distrust, discord, 
and disunion. I wLsh to be prepared and guarded 
at all points. I beg my best compliments to your 
colleagues ; be so good as to show this letter to them. 
I beg particularly my condolence (and I hope con- 
gratulation) to Mr. Adams ; I hear that he has been 
very dangerously ill, but that he is again recovered. 
I hope the latter part is true, and that we shall all 
survive to set our hands to some future compacts of 
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common interest, and common affection, between bur 
two countries. Your ever affectionate 

D. Hartley. 

TO DAVID 5ARTLEY, ESQ. 

My DEAR Friend, Passy, Oct. 16, 1783. 

I have nothing material to write to you respect- 
ing public affairs ; but I cannot let Mr. Adams^ who 
will see you, go without a line to inquire after your 
welfare, to inform you of mine, and assure you of 
my constant respect and attachment. 

I think with you that our Quaker article is a good 
one, and that men will in time have sense enough to 
adopt it, but I fear that time is not yet come. 

What would you think of a proposition, if I should 
make it, of a family compact between England, 
France, and America ? America would be as happy 
as the Sabine girls, if she could be the means of 
uniting in perpetual peace her father and her hus- 
band. What repeated follies are those repeated 
wars ? You do not want to conquer and govern one 
another. Why then should you be continually em- 
ployed in injuring and destroying one another? How 
many excellent things might have been done to pro- 
mote the internal welfare of each country ; what 
bridges, roads, canals, and otl^er useful public works 
and institutions tending to the common felicity, 
might have been made and established, with th^ mo- 
ney and men foolishly spent during the last seven 
centuries by our mad wars in doing one another 
mischief! You are near neighbors, and each have 
very respectable qualities. Learn to be quiet, and 
to respect each other's rights. You are all Chris 
tians. One is the most Christian king, and the other 
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defender of the faith. Manifest the propriety of these 
titles by your future conduct. *' By this,' said 
Christ, *' shall all men know that ye are my disciples ^ 
ifyt love one another. Seek peace, and ensue it.'' Adieu: 
yours, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO DAVID hartley, ESQ. 

Passy, Oct. 22, 1783. 

I received my dear friend's kind letter of the 
4th instant from Bath, with your proposed temporary 
convention, which you desire me to show to my col- 
leagues. They are both by this time in London, 
where you will undoubtedly see and converse with 
them on the subject. The apprehension you men- 
tion that the cement of the confederation may be 
annihilated, &c. has not I think any foundation. 
There is sense enough in America to take care of 
their own china vase. I see much in your papers 
about our divisions and distmctions, but I hear little 
of them from America ; and I know that most of the 
letters said to come from there with such accounts 
are mere London fictions. I will consider attentively 
the proposition above mentioned against the return 
of my coUe^^gues, when I hope our commission will 
be arrived. I rejoice to hear that your dear sister's 
recovery advances, and that your brother is well : 
please to present my affectionate respects to them, 
and believe me ever yours, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO the HON. ROBERT MORRIS, SUPERINTENDENT OF 

FINANCES, UNITED STATES. 

Passy, Dec. 26, 1783. 

** The remissness of our people in paying taxes 
is highly blameable, the unwillingness to pay them 
is still more so. I see in some resolutions of tovirn 
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meetings a remonstrance against giving Congress a 
power to take, as they call it, the peoples money out 
of their pockets, though only to pay the interest and 
principal of debts duly contracted. They seem to 
mistake the point. Money justly due from the 
people is their creditor's money, and no longer the 
money of the people, who, if they withhold it, should 
be compelled to pay by some law. All property, in- 
deed, except the savage's temporary cabin, his bowj 
his matchuat, and other little acquisitions absolutely 
necessary for his subsistence, seenis to me to be the 
creature of public convention. Hence the public 
has the right of regulating descents, and all other con- 
veyances of property, and even of limiting the quan- 
tity and the uses of it. All the property that is neces- 
sary to a man for the conservation of the individual 
and the propagation of the species, is his natural 
right, which none can justly deprive him of ; but 
all property superfluous to such purposes is the pro- 
perty of the public, who by their laws have created 
it, and who may therefore by other laws dispose of 
it whenever the welfare of the public shall desire 
such disposition. He that does not like civil society 
on these terms, let him retire and live among savages. 
.He can have no right to the benefits of society, who 
will not pay his club towards the support of it. 

The Marquis de la Fayette, who loves to be em- 
ployed in our affairs, and is often very useful, has 
lately had several conversations with the ministers 
and persons conceriied in forming new regulations 
-respecting the commerce between our two countries, 
which are not yet concluded. I thought it therefore 
well to communicate to him a copy of your letter, 
which contains so many sensible and just observa- 
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tioDS on that subject. He will make a proper use 
of them ; and perhaps they may have more weight 
as appearing to come from a Frenchman, than they 
would have if it were known that they were the 
observations of an American. I perfectly agree with 
you in all the sentiments you have expressed on this 
occasion. 

I am sorry for the public's sake that you are about 
to quit your office, but on personal considerations I 
shall congratulate you. For I cannot conceive of a 
more happy man, than he who, having been long 
loaded with public cares, finds himself relieved from 
them, and enjoying private repose in the bosom of 
his friends and family. 

With sincere regard and attachment, I am ever, 
dear Sir, yours, &c. B. Franklin. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THOMAS MIFFLIN, ESQ. 
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Passy, Dec. 26, 1783. 

It was certainly disagreeable to the English 
ministers, that all their treaties for peace were car- 
ried on under the eye of the French court. This 
began to appear towards the conclusion, when Mr. 
Hartley refused going to Versailles to sign there, 
with the other powers, our definitive treaty ; and 
insisted on its being done at Paris; which we in 
good humor complied with, but at an earlier hour, 
that vi^e might have time to acquaint le Comte de 
Vergennes before he was to sign with the Duke of 
Manchester. The Dutch definitive was not then 
ready, and the British court now insisted on finish- 
ing it either at London or the Hague, If heretofore 
4he commission to us, which has been so Jong de- 
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layed, is still intended, perhaps it will be well to 
instruct us to treat either here or at London as we 
may find most convenient. The treaty may be con- 
ducted even there in concert and in the confidence of 
communication with the ministers of our friends^ 
whose advice may be of use to us. 

With respect to the British court, we should I 
think be constantly upon our guard, and impress 
strongly upon our minds, that though it has made 
peace with us, it is not in truth reconciled to us, or 
to its loss of us ; but still flatters itself with hopes 
that some change of the affairs of Europe, or some 
disunion among ourselves, may afford them an op- 
portunity of recovering their dominion, punishing 
those who have most offended, and securing our 
future dependence. It is easy to see by the general 
turn of the ministerial newspapers, (light things in- 
deed as straws and feathers, but like them they show 
which *way the wind blows,) and by the malignaat 
improvement their ministers make in all foreign 
courts, of .every little accident at Philadelphia, the 
resolves of some town meetings, the reluctance to 
pay taxes, &c. &c. ; all which are exaggerated to 
represent our governments as so many anarchies, of 
which the people themselves are weary, the Con- 
gress as having lost its influence, being no longer 
respected : I say it is easy to see from this conduct, 
that they bear us no good- will, and that they wish 
the reality of what they are pleased to imagine. 
They have too a numerous royal progeny to provide 
for, some of whom are educated in the military line. 
In these circumstances we cannot be too careful to 
preserve the friendship we have acquired abroad, 
and the union we have established at home, to se- 
VOL. n. z 
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cure our credit by a punctual discharge of our obli- 
gations of every kind, and our reputation by the 
wisdom of our councils ; since we know not how 
soon we may have fresh occasion for friends, for 
credit, and for reputation. 

The extravagant misrepresentations of our political 
state in foreign countries made it appear necessary 
to give them better information, which I thought 
could not be more effectually and authentically done 
than by publishing a translation into French, now 
the most general language in Europe, of the book of 
constitutions, which had been printed by order .of 
Congress, This I accordingly got well done, and pre- 
sented two copies handsomely bound to every foreign 
minister here, one for himself, the other, more ele- 
gant, for his sovereign. It has been well taken, and 
has afforded a matter of surprise to many who had 
conceived mean ideas of the state of civilisation in 
America, and could not have expected so much 
political knowledge and sagacity had existed in our 
wilderness : and from all parts I have the satisfac* 
tion to hear that our constitutions in general are 
much admired. I am persuaded that this step will 
not only tend to promote the emigratibii to our 
country of substantial people from all parts of 
Europe ; but the numerous copies I shall disperse 
will facilitate our future treaties with foreign courts, 
who could not before know what kind of govern- 
ment and people they had to treat with : as in doing 
this, I have endeavored to further the apparent views 
of Congress in the first publication, I hope it may be 
approved, and the expense allowed. I send here- 
with one of the copies. Yours, &c. 

B. Franklin. 
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DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

My BEAR Friend, London, Feb. 23, 1784. ' 

I have met with a report from America, that 
Congress has come to some resolution respecting the 
commerce with Great Britain, which is to depend 
conditionally upon the proceedings of the British 
parliament by the 1st of February, 1784. As they 
have known that the act of the last session of par* 
fiament was to terminate on the 2Gth of December, 
] 783, it was reasonable to conclude that some pro- 
ceedings would have taken place in parliament be- 
fore the 1st of February, 1784. This doubtless was 
the intention of the last session, by the limit given 
to the bill. However, in consequence of the late 
changes, all these considerations have been post- 
poned, by the prolongation of the late bill until the 
20th of April. If therefore it has been the design of 
coRgress to wait for some act of the British parlia- 
ment respecting American commerce, I hope they 
will remain in the same sentiments, notwithstanding 
the delay which has happened from the<;hange of the 
ministry, that all things may remain open between 
the parties for mtitually beneficial and amicable in- 
tercourse. I will send you the earliest notice of any 
steps which may be taken here. I expect daily to 
hear of the ratifications of the peace from you. Pray 
remember me kindly to Mr. Jay and family, to Mr. 
W. T. Franklin, and to Messrs. Adams and son, if at 
Paris. I am ever your most afifectionate friend, 

D. Hartley. 

TO B. VAUGHAN, ESQ. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March I784» 

You mention that I may now see verified all yoii 
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said about binding down England to so hard a peace. 
I suppose you do not mean by the American treaty; 
for we were exceedingly favorable in not insisting on 
the reparations so justly due for the wanton burn- 
ings of our fine towns and devastations of our planta* 
tions in a war now universally allowed to have been 
originally unjust. I may add that you will also 
see verified all I said about the article respecting 
the royalists, that it will occasion more mischief 
than it was intended to remedy, and that it would 
have been better to have omitted all mention of 
them. England might have rewarded them accord- 
ing to their merits at no very great expense. After 
the harms they had done to us, it was imprudent to 
insist on our doing them good. 

I am soiTy for the overturn you mention of those 
beneficial systems of commerce that would have been 
exemplary to mankind. The making England en* 
tirely a free port would have been the wisest step 
ever taken for its advantage. 

I wish much to see what you say a respectable 
friend of mine has undertaken to write respecting 
the peace. It is a pity it has been delayed. If it 
had appeared earlier, it might have prevented much 
mischief, by securing our friends in their situations; 
for vsre know not who will succeed them, nor what 
credit they will hold. 

. By my doubts of the propriety of my going soon to 
London, I meant no reflection on my friends or yours. 
If I had any call there besides the pleasure of seeing 
those whom I love, I should have no doubts. If I 
live to arrive there, I shall certainly enibrace your 
kind invitation, and take up my abode with you. 
Make my compliments and respects acceptable to 
Mrs. Vaughan. 
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I know not what foundation there can be for say- 
ing that I abuse England as much as before the peace. 
I am not apt, I think, to be abusive : of the two, I 
had rather be abused. 

. I wish to hear from yoii more frequently, and to 
have through you such new pamphlets as you may 
think worth my reading. I am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, B, Franklin. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

My dear Friend, Passy, Jan. 7, 1784. 

I have this moment received your favor of the 
25th past, acquainting me with the change in admi- 
nistration. I am not sure that in reforming the con- 
stitution, which is sometimes talked of, it would not 
be better to make your great oflScers of state here- 
ditary than to suffer the inconvenience of such fre- 
quent and total changes. Much faction and cabal 
would be prevented by having an hereditary first 
lord of the treasury, an hereditary lord chancellor, 
privy seal, president of council, secretary of state* 
first lord of the admiralty, &c. &c. It will not 
be said that the duties of these offices being im- 
portant, we cannot trust to nature for the chance 
of requisite talents, since we have an hereditary set 
of judges in the last resort, the house of peers; an 
hereditary king; and in a certain German university, 
an hereditary professor of mathematics. 

We have not yet heard of the arrival of our ex- 
press in America, who carried the definitive treaty. 
He sailed the 26th of Septeniber. As soon as the 
ratification arrives, I shall immediately send you 
word of it. 

With great esteem I am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, B. Franklin. 
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« 

TO CHARLES THOMSON, ESQ. SECRETARY OF 

CONGRESS. 

Dear Sir, Passy, May 18, 1784. 

Yesterday evening Mr. Hartley met with Mr. 
Jay and myself, when the ratifications of the defi- 
nitive treaty were exchanged. I send a copy of the 
English ratification to the president. Thus the great 
and hazardous enterprise we have been engaged in^ 
is, God be praised, happily completed ; an event I 
hardly expected I should live to see. A few years 
of peace, well improved, will restore and increase 
our strength : but our future safety will depend on 
our union and our virtue. Britain will be long 
watching for advantages, to recover what she has 
lost. If we do not convince the world that we are 
a nation to be depended on for fidelity in treaties ;, 
if we appear negligent in paying our debts, and un- 
grateful to those who have served and befriended 
us ; our reputation,, and all thQ strength it is capable 
of procuring, will be lost, and fresh attacks upon us 
will be encouraged and promoted by better pro- 
spects of success. Let us therefore beware of being 
lulled into a dangerous security, and of being both 
enervated and impoverished by luxury: of being 
weakened by internal contentions and divisions ; of 
being shamefully extravagant in contracting private 
debts, while we are backward in discharging honor- 
ably those of the public ; of neglect in military ex- 
ercises and discipline,, and in providing stores of arm» 
and munition of war, to be ready on occasion : for 
all these are circumstances that give confidence to 
enemies, and diffidence to friends; and the expenses 
required to prevent a war, are much lighter than 
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those that will, if not prevented, be absolutely 
necessary to maintain it. 

I am'long kept in suspense without being able to 
learn the purpose of congress respecting my request 
of recall, and that of some employment for my secre- 
tary W, Temple Franklin. If I am kept here ano- 
ther winter, and as much weakened by it as by the 
last, I may as well resolve to spend the remainder 
of my days here ; for I shall hardly be able to bear 
the fatigues of the voyage in returning. During my 
long absence from America, my friends are continu- 
ally diminishing by death, and my inducements to 
return lessened in proportion. But I can make no 
preparations either for going conveniently, or stay- 
ing comfortably here, nor take any steps towards 
making some other provision for my grandson, till I 
know what I am to expect. Be so good, my dear 
friend, to send me a little private information. With 
great esteem, I am ever yours, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 

Sir, Paris, June 1, 1784. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I have 
transmitted to London the ratification on the part of 
Congress of the definitive treaty of peace between 
Great Britain and the United States of America, and 
I am ordered to represent to you,* that a want of 

* Copy of a Letter from Lord Carmarthen to D. Hart- 
ley, Esq. 

Sir, St. James's, May 28, 1784. 

I received this morning by Lauzun your dispatch No. 5, and 
the private letter of the 24th instant, together with the ratification 
of the treaty between Oreat Britain and the United States of 
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form appears in the first paragraph of that instru- 
ment, wherein the United States are mentioned 
before his Majesty, contrary to the established cus- 
tom in every treaty in which a crowned head and a 
republic are parties. It is likewise to be obserred, 
that the term ''definitive articles'' is used instead of 
definitive treaty ; and the conclusion appears likewise 
deficient, as it is neither signed by the president, 
nor is it dated, and consequently is wanting in some 
of the most essential points of form necessary towards 
authenticating the validity of the instrument. 

I am ordered to propose to you. Sir,, that these 
defects in the ratification should be corrected, which 

America ; and I own it was with tbe greatest surprise that T per* 
oeived so essential a want of form as appears in the very first para- 
graph of that instrument, wherein the United States are mentioned 
before his Majesty, contrary to the established custom observed" in 
every treaty in which a crowned head and a republic are contract- 
ing parties. 

Tbe conclusion likewise appears extremely deficient, as it is 
neither signed by the president, nor is it dated, and consequently 
is wanting in some of the most essential points of form necessary 
towards authenticating the validity of the instrument. 

I should think the American minbters could make no objection 
fb correcting these defects in the ratification^ which might very 
easily be done, either by signing a declaration in the name of 
Congress for preventing the particular mode of expression, so far 
as relates to precedency, in the first paragraph, being considered 
as a precedent to be adopted on any future occasion, or else by 
fiaving a new copy made out in America, in which these mistakes 
should be corrected; and which might be done without any preju- 
dice arising to either of the parties from the dday. lam, with 
great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Carmarthen. 

P. S. I send you enclosed a copy of the ratification — part of 
the treaty, which it is also to be observed was previously described 
OS *' definitive articles,^' 
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might very easily be done either by signing a decla* 
ration in the name of Congress for preventing the 
particular mode of expression so far as relates to 
precedency in the first paragraph being considered 
as a precedent to be adopted on any future occasion ; 
or else by having a new copy made out in America 
in which these mistakes should be corrected, and 
which might be done without any prejudice arising 
to either of the parties from the delay, I am, sir, 
with great respect and consideration, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, D. Hartley, 
To his Excellency B. Franklin, Esq. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 
Sir, Passy, June 2, 1784. 

I have considered the observations you did me 
the honor of communicating to me concerning certain 
inaccuracies of expression and supposed defects of 
formality in the instrument of ratification ; some of 
which are said to be of such a nature as to affect the 
validity of the instrument. The first is, '* that the 
United States are named before his Majesty, con- 
trary to the established custom observed in every 
treaty in which a crowned head and a republic are 
the contracting parties." With respect to this it 
seems to me that we should distinguish between the 
act in which both join, to wit, the treaty^ and that 
which is the act of each separately, the ratification. 
It is necessary that all the modes of expression in 
the joint act should be agreed to by both parties ; 
though on their separate acts, each party is master 
of, and alone accountable for, its own mode. If the 
ministers of the United States had insisted, or even 
proposed naming in the treaty the States before the 
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King, it might have been deemed injurious to his 
dignity, as requiring him to acknowledge by that 
joint act their superiority. But this was not the case : 
on inspecting the treaty it will be found that His 
Majesty is always regularly named before* the 
United States. How it happened that the same 
order was not observed in the ratification I am not 
informed. Our secretaries are new in this kind of 
business, which methinks should be favorably con- 
sidered if they chance to make mistakes. They may 
have been led by some precedent ; or being repub- 
licans, and of course preferring that kind of govern- 
ment, as in their opinions more excellent than mo- 
narchy, they may naturally have thought it right, 
when the two kinds were^ to be named in their own 
instrument, to give their own kind the precedence ; 
an effect of that sort of complaisance which almost 
every nation seems to have for itself, and of which 
the English too afford an instance, when in the title 
of the King they always name Great Britain before 
France. The Congress however adopted the form 
presented to them, and it is thus become an act of 
theirs ; but the King having no part in it, if it is im- 
proper, it reflects only upon those who committed 
the impropriety, and can no way affect his Majesty. 
Whatever may have occasioned this transposition, I 
am confident no disrespect to the King was intended 
in it by the Congress. They as little thought of 
affronting His Majesty by naming the States before 
him, as your minii^Jprs did of affronting the Supreme 
Being, when in the corresponding first paragraph of 
their ratification they named the King before the 
Deity. There cannot be a clearer proof of this than 
what is to be found in the ratification itself. In. the 
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treaty the King, as I said before, is always first 
named. Thus the established custom in treaties 
between ** crowned heads and republics," contended 
for on your part, was strictly observed; and the 
ratification following the treaty contains these words : 
*'Now know ye, that We the United States in 
Congress assembled, having seen and considered the 
definitive articles, have approved, mtified, and con- 
Jirmedy and by these presents do approve, ratify, and 
confirm the said articles, and every part and 
CLAUSE THEREOF, &c." Thus all thosc articles, parts, 
and clauses, wherein the King is named before the 
United States, are approved, ratified, and confirmed; 
and this solemnly under the signature of the Presi- 
dent of Congress, with the public seal affixed by their 
order, and countersigned by their secretary. No 
declaration on the subject^ more determinate or more 
authentic, can possibly be made or given, which 
when considered, may probably induce His Majesty's 
minister to waive the proposition of our signing a 
similar declaration,^ or of sending back the ratifica- 
tion to be corrected in this point, neither appearing 
to be really necessary. I will however, if still de- 
sired, transmit to Congress the observation and the 
difficulty occasioned by it, and request their orders 
upon it. I can have no doubt of their willingness 
to give every reasonable satisfaction. 

If the words definitive treaty had been used, instead 
of d^nitive articles, it might have been more correct, 
though the difference seems not great, nor of much 
importance, as in the treaty itself it is called the 
present definitive treaty. 

The other objections are, "That the conclusion 
likewise appears deficient, as it is neither signed by 
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the president, nor is it dated, and consequently is 
wanting in some of the most essential points of form 
necessary towards authenticating the validity of the 
instrument." It is true that the signature of the 
president is not placed at the end of the piece. 
Among the infinite number of treaties and ratifica- 
tions that have been made in different ages and 
countries, there are found a great variety in the forms, 
and in the manner of placing the seals and signatures, 
all however equally authentic and binding. Which 
of the precedents we have followed, I know not ; but 
I think our ratifications have generally been sealed 
in the margin near the beginning, and the president's 
name subscribed by him^ as it ought to be, near the 
seal. This is then our usage. And it has never 
hitherto been objected to by any of the powers with 
whom we have treated, not even by yourselves in our 
ratification of the preliminary articles exchanged in 
1783. And I observe that your own method is not 
always uniform ; for in your last ratification the King 
signs only at the end ; in the first,, at both the end 
and the beginning. If we had, like older nations, a 
great seal, the impression of which, from its bulk and 
weight, could only be appended, the signature might 
properly be placed above it at the end of the instru- 
ment. Probably the want of an able artist prevented 
our having hitherto such a seal. In the mean time; 
as all the parts of the instrument are connected by 
a ribband whose ends are secured under the impres- 
sion, the signature and seal, wherever placed, relate 
to, and authenticate the whole. This is expressly 
declared^ by the Congress in the concluding sentence, 
viz. In testimony whereof y '* we have caused the seal 
of the United States to be hereunto aflSixed. Witness, 
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His Excellency Thomas MiflSin, Esq. President, this 
fourteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty- four." It 
is thus that the duplicate before me is dated, in these 
words at length, and I apprehend the original ex- 
changed must be the same; so that the essential 
article of a date was not wanting as supposed, but 
has been overlooked by the person who made the 
objection. 

The ratification was passed in Congress unani- 
mously; and the treaty will, I firmly believe, be 
punctually and faithfully executed on their part: 
we confide that the same will be done on yours. 
Let us endeavor on all sides to establish the *\firm 
' and perpetual peace'' we have promised to each other, 
and not suffer even the prospect of it to be clouded by 
too critical an attention to small forms and immaterial 
circumstances. With great esteem and respect, I 
have the honor to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Feanklin. 

DAVID HARTLEY^ ESQ. TO DR. FRANKLIN. 
My dear Friend, Bath, Dec. 1, 1784. 

I write to you from Bath, where I am with my 
sister, who goes on slowly in her recovery, but I 
hope in a fair way towards it. She desires to be 
remembered to you. As to any matters of American 
negotiation I am not at present in any state of infor- 
mation. I am at present drawing up such opinions 
as occur to me upon the subject, and propose to lay 
them before the administration. I presume that some 
determination will be made upon this subject soon 
jafter the next; meeting of parliament. And probably 
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there may be some arrangements in the administra- 
tion before that time. The public papers will in- 
form you that your old friend Lord Shelburne is 
made Marquis of Lansdown, which has the appear- 
ance of being highly in favor. I make no inquiries 
about ministers or American plans. My principles 
are well known ; and if, consistently with those 
principles, I can transact my negotiation, I am 
always ready. But as I make no inquiry, I am quite 
ignorant of the plans of the present ministry, or even 
whether they employ any one else since my return 
from Paris. If any one else is employed it cjan be 
no secret, and therefore I should be obliged to you if 
you would let me know before I deliver in the paper 
which I am drawing up for the ministry as a general 
summation. I should likewise be very much obliged 
to you if you would send me any information of any 
public events or proceedings in America respecting 
the subject of commercial negotiations with Great 
Britain, or having any such reference. Mr. Jefferson 
was so good as to promise me the favor of his corre- 
spondence upon these subjects; and, perhaps, as 
being the younger man, he would be so good as to 
give himself the trouble of giving me generally 
American information, viz. what states have con- 
firmed the resolutions of Congress of April 30, 1784, 
respecting powers to regulate the commerce of the 
states — ^what states have consented to the five per 
cent, impost for discharging the foreign debt, &c. 
&c. &c. It has always been the misfortune of this 
country to have the public prints filled with ftilse 
reports, and many of them such as have a tendency 
to make ill-will between the two countries, for 
which reason I wish to receive from my friends ad 
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much authentic information as possible. I have met 
with very confident assertions in this country, that 
the state of Virginia has passed an act to prohibit the 
payment of British debts. Mr. Jefferson told me 
. that the act did not pass, at least so I understood 
him. I should be glad to know the certainty re- 
specting this fact. Many and many things are 
asserted respecting the conduct of the states upon 
the claims of the loyalists. I wish to be informed 
generally of public facts in America. Much good 
towards conciliation might arise from such authentic 
general information. Some facts or other would 
meet the lie of the day. I should be very happy to 
hear now as soon as convenient from you and from 
Mr. Jefferson, for the purpose of comparing with the 
general summary which I am now drawing up. I 
understand that you are opening negotiations of 
commerce with all the courts of Europe : I presume 
among the rest with the Emperor, in case the Scheld 
should be opened. I presume it is the American 
trade which the Emperor has in view principally in 
contending for the opening of the Scheld. That is 
the new object and event which constitutes the main 
diflTerence between shutting up the Scheld 140 years 
ago, and opening it now. The American trade was 
not meant to be precluded formerly, having at that 
time no existence. I came through Brussels and 
Antwerp in my way to England, and I heard at both 
places this doctrine of the American trade being an 
object for the Emperor. This was their way of 
reasoning upon it. One of the principalmagistrates 
at Antwerp told me that he was actually in corre- 
spondence with Americans to come and settle at 
Antwerp in case the Scheld should be opened. 
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I hope you continue to enjoy good health. Pray 
remember me to Mr. Adams and all his family ; to 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Humphreys; and to Mr. W. 
T. Franklin, and all friends. — I am ever, most affec- 
tionately yours, D. Hartley. 

To Dr. Franklin, &c. &c. &c. 

P.S. Is Mons. de Vergennes minister for foreign 
affairs? We have had a report here of his resignation. 

TO DAVID HARTLEY, ESQ. 

My DEAR Friend, Passy, Jan. 3, 1785. 

I communicated your letter to Mr. Jefferson, to 
remind him of his promise to communicate to you 
the intelligence he might receive from America on 
the subjects you mention ; and now, having got it 
back, I shall endeavor to answer the other parts 
of it. 

What you propose to draw up of your opinions on 
American negotiation may be of great use, if laid, 
as you intend, before administration, in case they 
seriously intend to enter on it after the parliament : 
for I know your ideas all tend to a good understand- 
ing between the two countries and their common 
advantage ; and in my mind too, all selfish projects 
of partial profit are the effects of short-sightedness, 
they never producing permanent benefits, and are at 
length the causes of discord and its consequences, 
wherein much more is spent than all the temporary 
gains amounted to. . 

' I do not know that any one is yet appointed by 
your court to treat with us. We some time since 
acquainted your minister with our powers and dis- 
position to treat, which he communicated to his 
court, and received for answer, that His Majesty's 
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ministers were ready to receive any propositions we 
might have to make for the common benefit of both 
countries ; but they thought it more for the honor of 
both, that the treaty sliould hot be in a third place. 
We answered, that though we did not see much in- 
convenience in treating here, we would, as soon as 
we had finished some affairs at present on our hands, 
wait upon them, if they pleased, in London. We 
have since heard nothing. 

We have no late accounts from America of any 
importance. You know the Congress adjourned the 
beginning of June till the beginning of November ; 
and since their meeting there has been no account 
of their proceedings. All the stories in your papers 
relating to their divisions, &c. are fiction, as well as 
those of the people being discontented with con- 
gressional government. Mr. Jay writes to me, that 
they were at no time more happy or more satisfied 
with their government, &c. than at present, nor ever 
enjoyed more tranquillity or prosperity. In truth, 
the freedom of their ports to all nations has brought 
in a vast plenty of foreign goods, and occasioned a 
demand for their produce ; the consequence of which 
is the double advantage of buying what they con-^ 
sume cheap, and selling what they can spare dear. 

If we should come to London, I hope it may still 
be with you that we are to do business. Our already 
understanding one another may save, on many points, 
a good deal of time in discussion. But I doubt 
whether any treaty is intended on your part, and I 
fancy we shall not press it. It may perhaps be best 
to give both sides time to inquire, and to fed for the 
interests they cannot ^ee. With sincere and great 

VOL. II. 2 A 
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esteem, I am ever, my dear friend, yours most afiec- 
tionately, B. Franklin, 

TO THE HON. JOHN JAY, NEW TORK. 
Dbar Sir, Passy, Feb. 8, 1786. 

I received by the Marquis de la Fayette your 
kind letter of the 1 3th of December. It gave me 
pleasure on two other accounts, as it informed me of 
the public welfare, and that of your, I may almost 
say our dear little family ; for since I had the plea- 
sure of their being with me in the same house, I 
have ever felt a tender aflFection for them, equal I 
believe to that of most fathers. I did hope to have 
heard by the last packet of your having accepted the 
secretaryship of foreign affairs, but was disappointed. 
I write to you now therefore only as a private friend; 
yet I may mention respecting public affairs, that as 
far as I can perceive, the good dispoi^tion of this 
i^ourt towards us continues. I wish I could say as 
much for the rest of the European courts. I think 
that their desire of being connected with us by trea-' 
ties is of late much abated ; and this I suppose Occa- 
sioned by the pains Britain takes to represent us 
every where as distracted with divisions, discontented 
with our governments, the peo{^ unwilling to pay 
taxes, the Congress unable to collect them, and 
many desiring the restoration of Uie old government* 
The English papers are f\ill of this statf, and their 
ddinistefs get it copied into the foreign papers. Th« 
moving about of the Congress from place to place 
has also a bad effect, in giving color to the repeats 
of their being afraid of the people. I hope they 
will soon settle somewhere> and by the steadiness 
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and wisdom of their measures dissipate all those 
mists of misrepresentation raised by the remaining 
malice of ancient enemies, and establish our reputa* 
tion for national justice and prudence as they have 
done for courage and perseverance. 

It grieves me that we have not been able to dis- 
charge our first year's payment of interest to this 
court, due the beginning of last month. I hope it 
will be the only failure, and that effectual measures 
will be taken to be exactly punctual hereafter. ** The 
good paymaster," says the proverb, "is lord of ano-^ 
ther man's purse." The bad one, if he ever has 
again occasion to borrow, must pay dearly for his 
carelessness and injustice. 

You are happy in having got back safe to your 
country. I should be less unhappy, if I could ima-^ 
gine the delay of my cong6 useful to the states, or in 
the least degree necessary. But they have many 
^ually capable of doing all I have to do here. The 
i^ew- proposed treaties are the most important things; 
but two can go through them as well as three, if 
indeed any are likely to be completed, which I begin 
to doubt, since the new ones make little progress, 
aod the old ernes, which wanted only the -fiat of 
Congress, seem now to be rather going backward ; 
I mean those I had projected with Denmark and 

Portugal. 

My grandsons are sensible of the hcmor of your 
remembrance, and present their inspects to you and 
Mrs. Jay. I add my best wishes of health and hap-- 
piness to you all, being with sincere esteem and 
affection, dear Sir, your most obedient humble ser^ 
:9mU ^- Franklin. 
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TO BARON MASERES. , 
Sir, Passy, June 26, 17B5. 

I agree with you perfectly in the opinion, that 
though the contest has been hurtful to both our 
countries, yet the event, a separation, is better even 
for yours than success. The reducing and keeping 
us in subjection by an armed force would have cost 
you more than the dominion could be worth, and 
our slavery would have brought on yours. The an- 
cient system of the British empire was a happy one, 
by which the colonies were allowed to govern and 
tax themselves. Had it been wisely continued, it 
is hard to imagine the degree of power and impor- 
tance in the world that empire might have arrived 
at. All the means of growing greatness, extent of 
territory, agriculture, commerce, arts, population, 
were within its own limits, and therefore at its com- 
mand. I used to consider that system as a large 
and beautiful porcelain vase. I lamented the mea- 
sures that I saw likely to break it, and strove to pre- 
vent them ; because once broken, I saw no proba- 
bility of its being ever repaired. My endeavors did 
not succeed : we are broken, and the parts must 
now do as well as they can for themselves. We may 
still do well though separated. I have great hopes 
of our side, and good wishes for yours. The anarchy 
and confusion you mention as supposed to prevail 
among us, exist only in your newspapers. I have 
authentic accounts which assure me that no people 
were ever better governed, or more content with their 
respective constitutions and governments than the 
present thirteen states of America. A little reflec- 
tion may convince any reasonable man, that a go- 
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vernmeut wherein the administrators are chosen 
annually by the free voice of the governed, and may 
also be recalled at any time if their conduct dis- 
pleases their constituents, cannot be a tyrannical 
one, as your loyalists represent it ; who at the same 
time inconsistently desire to return and live under it. 
And among an intelligent enlightened people as ours 
is, there must always be too numerous and too 
strong a party for supporting good government and 
the laws, to suffer what is called anarchy. This 
better account of our situation must be pleasing to 
your humanity, and therefore I give it you. 

But we differ a little in our sentiments respecting 
the loyalists (as they call themselves) and the con- 
duct of America towards them, which you think 
•* seems actuated by a spirit of revenge ; and that it 
would have been more agreeable to policy, as well 
as justice, to have restored their estates upon their 
taking the oaths of allegiance to the new govern- 
merils." That there should still be some resentment 
against them in the breasts of those who. have had 
their houses, farms, and towns so lately destroyed^ 
and relations scalped under the conduct of these 
royalists, is not wonderful; though I believe the 
opposition given by many to their re-establishing 
among us is owing to a firm persuasion, that there 
could be no reliance on their oaths ; and that the 
effect of receiving those people again would be an in- 
troduction of that very anarchy and confusion they 
falsely reproach us with. Even the example you 
propose of the English commonwealth's restoring 
the estates of the royalists after their being subdued, 
seems rather to countenance and encourage our 
acting differently, as probably if the power, which 
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always accompanies property^ had not been rMtoted 
to the royalists; if their estates had remained confls-^ 
cated, and their persons had been| banished > they 
could not have so much contributed to the restora^ 
tion of kingly power, and the new government of the 
republic might have been more durable. The ma- 
jority of examples in your history are on thej other 
side of the question. All the estates in England and 
south of Scotland) and most of those possessed by 
the descendants of the English in Ireland, are held 
from ancient confiscations made of the estates of 
Caledonians and Britons, the original possessors in 
your island, or the native Irish^ in the' last century 
only. It is but a few months since that your parlia- 
ment has, in a few instances, given up confiscations 
incurred by a rebellion suppressed forty years ago. 
The war against us was begun by a general act of 
parliament declaring all our estates confiscated, and 
probably one great motive to the loyalty of the royal* 
ists was the hope of sharing in these confiscations. 
They have played a deep game, staking their estates 
against ours ; and they have been unsuccessful. But 
it is a surer game, since they had promises to rely 
on from your government of indemnification in case 
of loss ; and I see your parliament is about to fulfil 
those promises. To this I have^no objection, be- 
cause though still our enemies, they are men ; they 
are in necessity ; and I think even an hired assassin 
has a right to his pay from his employer : it seems 
too more reasonable that the expense of paying these 
should fall upon the government who encouraged the 
mischief done, rather than upon us who suffered it ; 
the confiscated estates making amends but for a ver^ 
small part of that mischief: it is not therefore clear 
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that our retaining them is chargeable with in* 
justice. 

I have hinted above, that the name loyalists was 
improperly assumed by these people. Royalists they 
may perhaps be called : but the true loyalists were 
the people of America against whom they acted. 
No people were ever known more truly loyal, and 
universally so, to their sovereigns : the Protestant 
succession in the house of Hanover was their idol. 
Not a Jacobite was to be found from one end of the 
polonies to the other. They were affectionate to the 
people of England, zealous and forward to assist in 
her wars, by voluntary contributions of men and 
money, even beyond their proportion. The king and 
parliament had frequently acknowledged this by 
public messages, resolutions, and reimbursements. 
But they were equally fond of what they esteemed 
their rights ; and if they resisted when those were 
attacked, it was a resistance in favor of a British con- 
stitution, which every Englishman might share in 
enjoying who should come to live among them : it 
was resisting arbitrary impositions that were contrary 
to common right and to their fundamental constitu- 
tions, and to constant ancient usage. It was indeed 
a resistance in favor of the liberties of England, 
which might have been endangered by success in 
the attempt agairi«t ours ; and therefore a great man 
in your parliament* did not scruple to declare, he 
rejoiced that America had resisted! I, for the same 
reason, may add this very resistance to the other in- 
stances of their loyalty. I have already said, that I 
think it just you should' reward those Americans 
who joined your troops in the war against their own 

* The first Lord Chatham. 
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country : but if ever honesty could be ixiconsistent 
with policy^ it is so in this instance. 

B. Franklin^ 



TO THE HON, JOHN JAY, ESQ. MINISTER FOR 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

« 

Sir, Philadelphia, Sept. 19, 1785. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that 1 left 
Paris the 12th of July, and, agreeable to the per- 
mission of Congress, am returned to my country. 
Mr. Jefferson had recovered his health, and was 
much esteemed and respected there. Our joint let- 
ters have already informed you of our late proceed- 
ings, to which I have nothing to add except that the 
last act I did as minister plenipotentiary for making 
treaties, was to sign with him, two days before I 
came away, the treaty oC friendship and commerce 
that had been agreed on with Prussia, and which 
was to be carried to the Hague by Mr. Short, there 
to be signed by Baron Thulemeyer on the part of the 
king, who, without the least hesitation, had approved 
and conceded to the new humane articles proposed 
by Congress,* which articles are considered as doing 
that body great honor. Mr. Short was also to go to 
London with the treaty, for the signature of Mr. 
Adams, who, I learnt, (when at Southampton,) is 
well received at the British court. The Captain 
Lamb, who, in a letter of yours to Mr. Adams, was 
said to be coming to us with instructions respecting 
Morocco, had not appeared, nor had we heard any 
thing of him ; so nothing has been done by us in 
that treaty. I left the court of France in the same 

* Against privateering. 
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friendly disposition towards the United Stateis that 
we have all along experienced/ though concerned to 
find' our credit is not better supported in the payr 
ment of the interest money due on our loans, which 
in case of another war must be, they think, ex- 
tremely prejudicial to us, and indeed may contribute 
to draw on a war the sooner, by affording our ene- 
mies the encouraging confidence that a people who 
take so little care to pay, will not again find it easy 
to borrow. I received from the king, at my dcr 
parture, the present of his picture set round with 
diamonds, usually given to ministers plenipotentiary 
who have signed any treaties with that court, and is 
at the disposition of Congress, to whom be pleased 
to present my dutiful respects. I am. Sir, with great 
esteem, your most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, B. Franklin. 

P.S. — Not caring to trust them to a common con- 
veyance, I send by my late secretary, W. Temple 
Franklin, who will have the honor of delivering them 
to you, all the original treaties I have been concerned 
in negotiating, that were completed. Those with 
Portugal and Denmark continue in suspense. 

TO M. DUPONT DE NEMOURS, AT PARIS. 
Sir, Philadelphia, June 0, 1788. 

I have received your favor of December 31, 
with the extract of a letter which you wish to have 
translated and published here. But seven states 
having, before it arrived, ratified the new constitu- 
tion, and others being daily expected to do the same, 
after the fullest discussion in convention, and in all 
the public papers, till every body was tired of the 
argument, it seemed too late to propose delay,, an^ 
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especially the delay that must be occasioned by a 
revision and correction of all the separate constitu- 
tions. For it would take at least a year to conyince 
thirteen states that the constitutions they have prac>- 
tised ever since the revolution, without observing 
any imperfections in them so great as to be worth 
the trouble of amendment, are nevertheless so ill 
formed as to be unfit for continuation, or to be parts 
of a federal government. And when they should be 
so convinced, it would probably take some years 
more to make the corrections. An eighth state has 
since acceded ; and when a ninth is added, which is 
now daily expected, the constitution will be carried 
into execution. It is probable however that at the 
first meeting of the new Congress, various amend^- 
ments will be proposed and discussed, when I hope 
your Ouvrage sur les principes et le bien des rSpubliques 
en girUralf &c. &c. may be ready to put into their 
hands; and such a work from your hand I am 
confident, though it may not be entirely followed, 
will afibrd useful hints, and produce advantages of 
importance. But we must not expect that a new 
governnaent may be formed, as a game at chess may 
be played, by a skilful hand, without a fault. The 
players of our game are so many, their ideas so dif- 
ferent, their prejudices so strong and so various, and 
their particular interests, independent of the general 
seeming, so opposite, that not a move can be made 
that is not contested ; the numerous objections con- 
found the understanding ; the wisest must agree to 
Bome unreasonable things, that reasonable ones pf 
more consequence may be obtained, and thus chance 
has its share in many of the determinations, so that 
the play is more like trtc-trac with a box of dice. 
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We ^re much pleased vrith the disposition of your 
government to favor our commerce^ manifested in the 
late riglement. You appear to be possessed of a 
truth which few governments are possessed of, that 
A must take some of B's produce, otherwise B will 
not be able to pay for what he would take of A. 
But there is one thing wanting to facilitate and 
augment our intercourse. It is a dictionary, explain- 
ing the names of different articles of manufacture, 
in the two languages. When I was in Paris I received 
a large order for a great variety of goods, particu- 
larly of the kind called hardwares, i. e. wares of iron 
and steel : and when I showed the invoice to your 
manufacturers, they did not understand what kind 
of goods or instruments' were meant by the names : 
nor could any English and French dictionary be 
found to explain them. So I sent to England fcH- 
one of each sort, which might serve both as explana- 
tion and as a model ; the latter being of importance 
likewise, since people are prejudiced in favor of 
forms they have been used to, though perhaps not 
the best. They cost me 25 guineas, but were lost 
by the way, and the peace coming on the scheme 
dropped. It would however, as I imagine, be well 
worth receiving. For our merchants say we still 
send to England for such goods as we want, because 
there they understand our orders, and can execute 
them precisely. With great and sincere esteem, I 
am, &c. B. Franklin. 

to the printer of the evening herald. 
Sib, 

The British news- writers are very assiduous in 
their endeavors to blacken America. Should we not 
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be careful not to afford them any assistance by cen- 
sures of one another, especially by censures not well 
founded ? 

I lately observed in one of your papers tlie con- 
duct of the state of Massachusetts reflected on as 
being inconsistent and absurd, as well as wicked, 
for attempting to raise a tax by a stamp act, and for 
carrying on the slave-trade. 

The writer of those reflections might have consi- 
dered, that their principal objection to the stamp tax 
was, its being imposed by a British parliament, 
which had no right to tax them, for otherwise a tax 
by stamps is perhaps to be levied with as little in- 
convenience as any other that can be invented. 
Ireland has a stamp act of its own ; but should Bri- 
tain pretend to impose such a tax on the Irish people, 
they would probably give a general opposition to it, 
and ought not for that to be charged with incon- 
sistence. 

One or two merchants in Boston, employing ships 
in the abominable African trade, may deservedly be 
condemned, though they do not bring their slaves 
home, but sell them in the West Indies. The state 
as such, has never, that I have heard of, given encou- 
ragement to the diabolical commerce ; and there has 
always been fewer slaves in the New England go- 
vernments, than in any other British colonies. Na- 
tional reflections are seldom just, and. a whole people 
should not be decried for the crimes of a few indir 
viduals. 

Your inserting this may make that brave }>eople 
some amends, and will oblige one of your customers, 
who is A Pennsylvanian. 
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Sir, Philadelphia, Jan. 19, 1790. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me respecting the construction of the 
eleventh article of the treaty of commerce between 
F ranee and the United States. I was indeed one of 
the commissioners for making that treaty ; but the 
commissioners have no right to explain the treaty. 
Its explanation is to be sought for in its own words; 
and in case it cannot be clearly found there, then by 
an application to the contracting powers. 

I certainly conceived that when the droit cCaubaine 
was relinquished in favor of the citizens of the United 
States, the relinquishing clause was meant to extend 
to all the dominions of his most Christian Majesty; 
and I am of opinion that this would not be denied 
if an explanation were requested of the court of 
France ; and it ought to be done, if any diflBculties 
arise on this subject in the French islands, which 
their courts do not determine in our favor. But, be- 
fore Congress is petitioned to make such request, I 
imagine it would be proper to have the case tried in 
some of the West India Islands, and the petition 
made in consequence of a determination against us. 
I have the honor to be, &c. B. Franklin. 
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PROJET DU LORD ROCHEFORD, POUR EM- 
PECHER LA GUERRE. 

[anecdote historique.] 



(Not to diminish from the Originality of this Docu- 
ment, neither the phraseology, grammar, nor 
orthography, has been corrected.) 

Conf6d6iitioii AvANT que la France se fut declar6e pour TAm^ 
gfo^rale. rique. Lord Rocheford, autrefois ambassadeur en' 

Espagne et en France, formoit un projet pour em- 
pfecher la guerre. C'etoit que TAngleterre, pro- 
poseroit un grand trait^ de confederation entre la 
France, I'Espagne, le Portugal et TAngleterre, 
TroisObjeto q^i devoit avoir troifl objets. Le premier, unc 
de Confidira- garantie mntuelle entre cea quatre puissances de 
leurs possessions dans TAmerique et dans les deu^ 
Indes, avec une provision qu'une guerre dans TEu- 
rope ne seroit jamais une guerre dans ces remotes 
regions sous quelque pretexte que ce soit, et fixant 
le nombre des troupes et des vaisseaux que les 
puissances contractantes devoient foumir contre 
la puissance contrevenante la paix dans ces regions 
remotes. Le second objet etoit £t donner une par- 
ticipation de commerce de rAm^rique k la France, 
I'Espagne, et le Portugal, autant qu'une telle par- 
ticipation ne seroit incompatible avec les int^rSts 
communs et sans rivalit6 de J'Amerique Angloise 
et de TAngleterre. 

Le troisi^me objet 6toit Tajustement des privi- 

* Heferred to in p. (j7. of rpl. i. 
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l^ges contest^s des Ain6ricains sur des principes 
justes et honorables pour eux. Lord Rocheford 
etoit pour lors secretaire d'etat. II me disoit que 
la premiere personne k qui il communiquoit ce 
projet 6toit Je feu Prince de Mazerano ambassa- 
deur d'Espagne, et que^ quoique vieux et malade, 
il se leva» I'embrassa : et dit, ah ! Milord, quel 
Dieu V0U8 a inspire 1 Lord Rocheford le commu^ 
niquoit aussi a un de ses amis qui etoit alors et est 
h, present un des ministres du roy de la Grande 
Bretagne^ qui I'approuvoit beaucoup : mais bien- 
tot apr^Sy Lord Rocheford quittoit le minist^re^ 
se retiroit si la campagne, et par cet accident le 
projet n'etoit pas presente au cabinet du roy. 

J'ai donne la relation de cette anecdote, parce* 
que je suis un des quatre ou cinq personnes qui 
seules en connoissent la y6rit6; et parceque je 
pense qu'il n'est pas encore trop tard pour faire 
revivre un projet qui sauvera un million de Chre- 
tiens d'etre faits veuves et orphelins. Quant O^serr^tions 
au premier objet d'une telle confederation^ Lord objet de la 
Rocheford pensoit que la {H*oposition seroit ac« ^°**^'^^^'*^°"* 
ceptee par toutes left puissances, parceque c'etoit 
rinterfit de toutes de I'accepter. 

Les pertes de la France dans les deux ludes 
dans la demi^re guerre, et leurs pertes dans les 
Indes Orientales dans la demi^re guerre, et ses 
pertes dans les Indes Orientales de la guerre d'd, 
present, o^ ils ont perdu en six semaines tout ce 
qu'ils y avoieni; les pertes des Espagnols dans 
la guerre derni^re datis les deux Indes, et m^me 
le coup donni^ Taatre jour dans la baye de Hun- 
doras par tin jeune capitaine avec 

une poign^e de soldats, la facility avec la quelle 
le Portugal perdit Tisle de Ste. Catherine dans le 
Brazil ; et le malheur des armes Angloises dans 
TAmerique depuis trois ans, tout prouve, que la 
Fnutce, I'Espagne, le Portugal et I'Angleterre ont 
leurs parties tendres dans TAm^rique et dans 
les deux Indes, et par consequent qu'ils ont tous un 
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int^r^t dans une mutuelle gieirantie de leurs pos- 
CoDttd^tioni sessions dans ces trois parties du monde. Quant 
objet dTia ^^ second objet de la confederation : je suis sensi- 
ConfW^tion. ble que Tidee de donner une participation du com- 
merce de rAm^rique aux autres trois nations sous 
la limitation que cela ne soit pas incompatible 
ayec les int^r^ts communs de rAm^rique Angloise 
et de TAngleterre, est une id6e un pen vague, et 
sujetteaux disputes, mais heureusement pourThu- 
manite il y a cinq personnes dans ces cinq pays, 
d'un caract^re singulier, et qui les rend propres h 
faire Ik-dessus des r^glements precis, et sujets k 
nulles disputes, qui enrichiront la France, I'Es- 
pagne et le Portugal sans appauvrir I'Angleterre 
et ses colonies. Pour rAm6rique, il y a le Doc- 
teur Franklin, peut-^tre le premier g^nie de I'^e 
present, et qui connoit bien les liaisons entre 
I'Amerique et TAngleterre. Pour la France, il 
y a le controleur-gfen^ral,* qui a 6te eiev^ d^s sa 
jeunesse dans la pratique du commerce. Pour 
TEspagne, il y a Monsieur Campomanes, qui a 
employe la maturity de son &ge en des 6tudes qui 
lui donnent une superiorite en de telles discussions. 
Pour le Portugal, elle aura Taide des conseils du 
Due de Braganza qui a cueilli les connoissances 
dans presque tous les camps, les cours, les biblio*' 
th^ques, et mSme les places des marchands d'Eu- 
rope : et pour I'Angleterre, elle a un ministre qui 
connoissant les vrais interSts du commerce au fond 
ne refusera pas h rAm6rique ce qu'il vient de don- 
Observttions ner k Tlriande. Quant au troisi^me objet de la 
objet de la confederation, I'Angleterre qui se vante tant de sa 
Conf6d6raiioD. propre Magna Charta accordcra avec facility ^ 
une Magna Charta aux libert^s de rAm^rique. 
Peut-6tre, le meilleur moyen d'abrevier cet article 
seroit de donner carte blanche au Dr. Franklin. 
Une confiance g^nereuse est le moyen le plus sfir 
de s'assurer d'un homme g6n6reux. L'Espagne a 

*■ M, Necker. 
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deux inter^ts tr^s solides dans le succfes d'une telle Premier imi- 
confederation, et centre Tindependance de TAme- ^^^^^l ^^^l 
rique Angloise. Le premier est que, si TAmerique ^"^ *el'e Con- 
Angloise devenoit independante, TAmerique Es- 
pagnole et ses ties seroient abimees par la con- 
trebande des Am6ricains independants d'Angle- 
terre. 1. L'Angleterre est liee par les traites avec 
I'Espagne k ne faire la contrebande. 2. EUe est 
li^e par la peur que cette contrebande ne tirera une 
guerre sur elle dans I'Europe, ce qui fut Teffet 
dans le tems du Chevalier Robert Walpole. 3. La 
cherte des commodites de I'Angleterre et de TEu- 
rope met des limitations naturelles k la quantite 
de contrebande. 

Mais si les Americans etoient Independants, ils 
diroient qu'ils n^etoient lies par les traites des 
Anglois. 2. Ils ne seroient lies par la peur, parce 
qu'ils sont loin de TEspagne ; et s'etant d6fendu 
contre quatre-vingt-dix mille soldats et marins 
Anglois, ils se moqueroient des forces de I'Es- 
pagne ; et 3. Le bas prix des commodites Amd- 
ricaines couvrira les Colonies Espagnoles de con- 
trebande. II y a m6me une cause necessaire pour 
forcer les Am6ricains, ou de faire la contrebande 
ou de faire la guerre sur I'Amerique Espagnole 
et Portugaise et leurs iles ; ils n'ont ni or, ni argent 
chez eux, mais ils ne peuvent cultiver leurs terres, 
ni faire leur commerce sans ces metaux precieux. 
Ils n'auroient que quatre sources dont ils pour- 
roient les tirer. Le premier est le commerce avec 
I'Europe ; le second, pensions de France et d'Es- 
pagne; le troisifeme, la contrebande avec les pro- 
vinces d'Espagne et de Portugal dans le nouveau 
monde ; et le quatri^me, la guerre dans ces pro- 
vinces. Autant que les Am6ricains continuent 
dans un 6tat que les Anglois appellent une re- 
bellion, leur commerce avec I'Europe sera inter 

VOL. ri. 2 B 
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rompu par les Corsaires Anglois ; ainsi ils ne tire- 
ront que trhs peu de metaux pr^cieux de cette 
premiere source. 

Les pensions de la France et de TEspagne ne 
seroient qu'une bagatelle pour soutenir Tagricul- 
ture et les manufactures d'un si vaste pays. Ils 
n'auroient done aucune ressource pour les metaux 
precieux, que dans la contrebande ou les guerred 
avec les provinces Espagnoles et Portugaises. 
Pour empficher cette contrebande, les trait6s de 
confederation pourroient faire des provisions con- 
tre la contrebande et des Anglois et des Am^ri- 
ricains. C'est un point delicat pour un Anglois & 
suggerer les moyens; mais si les, deux nations 
Second int^ret vouloicnt sinc^rement la paix, je pourrois dans un 
dans^Te^teUe quart-d'heure suggerer des moyens infaillibles. 
Confed6ratiou. H y a un autre interet que TEspagne a contre 
rindependance des Americains et par consequent 
pour le traitfe de confederation, qui est peut-fitre 
encore plus grand. Les Americains ne pourroient 
voler avec leurs voiles partout, feroient des 6ta- 
blissements dans la Nouvelle Zelande, les Isles 
d'Otahiti, ou quelques autres isles dans la Mer da 
Sud ; et mfime les Anglois, les Fran9ois, les Por- 
tugais, et les HoUandois dans les mers des Indes 
Orientales, etant ind6pendants, nul traite ne les 
emp(}chera de faire de tels etablissements : ils 
pourroient les faire selon les droits des gens. Le 
Capitaine Cook dit dans son dernier voyage ira- 
prime, qu'il y a 47,000 gens de mer dans les seules 
Isles d'Otahiti, et le Capitaine Wallis qui fkisoit 
la decouverte de ces isles, m'a dit a Lisbonne, il 
y ,a quelques jours, que les habitans d'Otahiti mon- 
toient au haut des m&ts Anglois et couvroient par 
les morceaux du bois croissant les m&ts auxqueb 
les voiles sont attachees, aussi bien, en trois jours, 
que les marins Anglois; et il me donnoit deux 
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raisons pour cela. La premiere ^toit que, vivant 
de poisson, tous les habitans sout gens de mer, et 
le second, que les peuples qui ne portent que des 
souliers sont toujours plus propres pour monter 
les parties sup6rieures des vaisseaux. Le Capi- 
taine Cook aussi, dans son voyage imprim^, donne 
nne description dans la Nouvelle Zelande d'une 
poste pour une flotte et une ville qui pouvoit en 
quelques semaines 6tre faite imprenable : et on n'a 
qu'iL regarder la forme des isles de la Mer du Sud 
dans les estampes qui en ont et6 faites^ pour se 
satisfaire que ces Isles sont pleines de postes impre- 
nables. Je me montre aussi bon ami a TEspagne, 
k la France, au Portugal, et a la HoUande, qu'i 
TAngleterre, quand je developpe I'idee suivante, 
qui a peut-etre echapp6 aux autres. Autrefois on 
ne pouvoit aller avec surete aux Mers du Sud, 
que dans le mois de Decembre et de Janvier, et 
par les terribles latitudes autour du Cap Horn : 
mais les decouvertes du Capitaine Cook et des 
autres Anglois ont nouvellement demontre qu'on 
y pent aller par le Cap-de-Bonne-Esperance, dans 
tous les mois,' par les belles latitudes du Cap-de- 
Bonne-Esperance et de la Nouvelle Zelande, et 
dans presque le m^e espace de tems, Tun etant 
un voyage de quatre mois et Tautre de cinq, parce 
que le mSme vent d'ouest qui souffle presque toute 
I'annee dans les autres latitudes et qui retarde les 
vaisseaux en passant par le Cap Horn, les porte 
avec rapidite par le Cap-de-Bonne-Esp6rance et 
la Nouvelle Z61ande ; de-1^ il suit, que quand les 
Americains querelleront avec les Espagnols peut- 
€tre sur le chapitre de contrebande, ils enverront 
leurs vaisseaux sur les cotes de Chili de leurs 
^tablissements et dans les Mers du Sud par les 
latitudes de la Nouvelle Zelande, et par les vents 
d'ouest qui soufflent toujours dans ces latitudes. 



388 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 

cc qui n'est qu'un voyage de cinq semaincs. Car 
le Capitaine Cook dans un voyage, et le Capitaine 
Fourneaux dans un autre, alloient de la Nouvelie 
Zelande au Cap Horn en moins de terns ; et le 
journal des vents annexe au voyage du Capitaine 
Cook montre, que les vents d'ouest dans ces lati- 
tudes sont au vent d'est dans la proportion de dix 
k un. Quand leurs vaisseaux seront sur les cotes 
du Chili, ils prendront avantage du vent de terre 
qui souffle 6ternellement du Sud au Nord, pour 
les porter a suivre les cotes du Chili et du Perou. 
Le vent les portera dans quatorze jours jusqu'a la 
Baye de Panama, et dans le cours de ce voyage 
ils ravageront les cotes et feront prises de vais- 
seaux partout. La force navale de TEspagne a 
Lima ne pourra pas les emp6cher, parce que le 
m6me vent du Sud qui poussera les Americains 
en avant, rendra les flottes d'Espagne incapables 
d'aller a leur rencontre. De la Baye de Panama 
ils retourneront par le grand vent des Tropiques 
de Test a Touest, qui ne change jamais, et at leurs 
etablissements dans les Mers du Sud, ou a vendre 
leurs prises dans les Mers de la Chine ou de Tlnde; 
d'oii ils retourneront encore peut-etre avec de 
nouveaux vaisseaux et de nouveaux Equipages des 
hommes, faire la repetition de leurs ravages. 
Leurs retours seront encore par la Nouvelie Ze- 
lande, venant des Indes ou par la latitude de 40 
Nord, venant de la Chine, et dans ce dernier cas 
ils tomberont sur le Mexique et prenant avantage 
des vents de terre qui soufflent toujours du Nord 
jusqu'a la Baye de Panama, ils ravageront le 
Mexique comme auparavant ils avoient ravag6 le 
Chili et Perou. 

De la Baye de Panama, ils retourneront par le 
grand vent du Tropique, ou chez eux dans les Mers 
du Sud, ou aux Mers de TAsie a renouveller une 
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guerre insultante, tourmentante et sans remade. 
De I'autre cote, quand ils sont en guerre avec 
TAngleterre, la France, le Portugal, ou la Hol- 
lander ils tourneront en arri^re de leurs ^tablisse- 
ments dans les Mers du Sud sur les Indes Orien- 
tales de TAngleterre, la France, le Portugal, ou la 
HoUande. Ils auront deux grandes routed a aller 
et i retourner ; Tune k Touest de la Nouvelle Hol- 
lande et Tautre par les Isles entre la CEine et la 
Nouvelle HoUande : et dans cette dernifere route, 
ils auront autant de routes qu'il y a d'Isles, d'oii 
il suit qu'il sera presqu'impossible a attrapper 
leurs vaisseaux, ou en allant, ou en revenant. 
Toutes ces consequences pourroient etre emp6ch6es 
dans le traite de confederation que Lord Roche- 
f6rd proposoit ; dans ce trait6 on pourroit stipuler^ 
que ces Isles appartiendront pour toujours a leurs 
anciens habitans ; car assurement la nation qui la 
premiere en prendra possession commandera le 
Commerce des Mers du Sud et des Mers d'Asie. 
L'Europe voulant faire les Americains indepen- 
dants, est dans la situation d'un homme qui dort 
sur la glace et n'est pas sensible que la glace se 
deg^le, et pour cette raison, pour donner plus de 
poids a la confederation, on pourroit inviter la 
HoUande et le Danemark qui ont des interSts 
dans tons les deux nouveaux mondes, d'etre parties 
contractantes a ces articles du trait6 qui regardent Trait^s »^p»r<t. 
la garantie mutuelle. La raison pourquoi les 
traites sont rompus si sou vent est, qu'ils ne font 
pas provision pour les interfits reciproques pour 
I'avenir des nations contractantes. Les seuls que 
je connoisse qui font attention k cet objet sont 
les traites entre le Portugal et TAngleterre, par 
lesquels le Portugal gagne une preference pour la 
vente de ses vins en Angleterre et TAngleterre 
gagne une preference pour la vente de ses draps 
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en Portugal : . la consequence est qu'il n'y a 
jamais eu^ et^ en apparence^ il n'y aura jamais 
une guerre entre le Portugal et TAngleterre. II 
ne seroit pas difficile^ ou dans la m6me confe- 
deration generale, ou par les traites separes de 
commerce entre TAngleterre d'un cote, et les trois 
royaumes, TEspagne, le Portugal et la France 
respectivement des autres cotes, de servir infini- 
ment les inter^ts de commerce de tous les trois dans 
leurs liaisons avec TAngleterre. Comme TEspagne 
a les vins, Thuile, les fruits, le sel, les laines fines 
et quelques autres articles que TAngleterre n'a pas, 
et comme I'Angleterre a le fer et le charbon dans les 
mfimes champs pour ses manufactures de fer, qu'elle 
a par Thumidite de son climat la laine longue 
pour les draps d'un prix bas, qu'elle a Tetain, le pois- 
son, et quelques autres articles que TEspagne n'a 
pas, la consequence est que, quand TAngleterre est 
riche, elle achetera plus des articles de TEspagne, 
et quand TEspagne est riche elle achetera plus 
des articles d* Angle terre, et par consequent que 
c'est impossible pour Tun a s'enrichir sans enrichir 
Tautre. Le meme raisonnement s'applique aux 
liaisons naturelles entre TAngleterre et le Portu- 
gal. II y a meme une liaison naturelle entre 
TAngleterre et la France sur beaucoup d'articles de 
commerce, si la jalousie des foux et des gens mal 
instruits ne Tinterrompoit perpetuellement. Je 
Tentends d'une main sure, que si I'Abbe Terray 
avoit continue dans le ministere de la France il y 
auroit eu un tarif entre la France et TAngleterre, 
pour Tentree, sur des conditions plus favorables, 
des vins et des articles des modes d'une nation, et 
les manufactures de fer et des bleds de Tautre ; et 
TAngleterre pourroit avoir procure le consente- 
ment du Portugal pour la diminution de son com- 
merce de vins avec TAngleterre, par d'autres de- 
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doounagemeiis. L'Angleterre^ en faveur de la 
France, TEspagne et le Portugal, pouvoit mSme 
permettre Texportation de ses laines payant un 
droit ^I'exportation, sans se nuire. 

L'exportation de superfluity de laine feroit du 
bien aux proprietaires des terres en Angleterre, 
au Roy en lui donnant une nouvelle taxe, et k ces 
trois nations ^trang^res en leur donnant un article 
necessaire pour leurs manufactures. 

Malheur pour Thumanit^ ! TAbbe Terray n'est 
plus: mais bonheur pour rhumanitfe, le Docteur 
Franklin, le Contr61eur-Gen6ral de la France, 
Mr. Campomanes, le Due de Braganza, et le 
Lord North sont tons encore en vie. 

C'est le Roy d'Espagne et le Comte de Florida 
Blanca qui peuvent mettre tons les cinq en mouve- 
ment. Pour moi je n'ai nulle autorit^ des minis- 
tres Anglois h presenter ce projet, mais vivant en 
amitie avec la plupart d'eux et avec les amis des 
autres, je suis sur qu'il y a des sentiments dans ce 
memoire qui sont les leurs. J'avoue que je regus 
une lettre en Portugal, quatorze jours avant que 
je partisse pour TEspagne, de Milord Rocheford, 
qui n'est pas k cette heure dans le minist^re, mais 
qui entfite d'un projet qui lui fait tant d'honneur, 
me conseilloit de t^ter le poux sur la possibilit6 
de le faire reussir : 

Et que j 'ai une lettre, sur le m^me sujet, du Due 
de Braganza qui entroit dana les vues du projet de 
Milord Rocheford, non pas en politique, mais en 
ami de I'humanite. 

Encourag6 par de tels hommes et encore plus 
parmon propre^ coeur, j'6cris k un des ministres 
du Roy d'Angleterre que si je ne trouvois pas les 
esprits trop 6chauffes, et si je ne trouvois pas que 
je ne donnois pas offense, j'avois intention^de faire 
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justice au projet de Milord Rocheford et en Es- 
pagne et en France, et je le prie de m'envoyer 
une reponse a Paris, si le minist^re d'Angleterre 
approuvoit ou desapprouvoit ce que j'allois faire. 
Je n'ai qu'^ aj outer que mes Tues 6tant a unir et 
non k s6parer les nations, je n'ai nulle^ objection 
que les ministres de la France et le Docteur 
Franklin ayent chacun un exemplaire de ce m6- 
moire. 

A true Copy of the Otiginal. 

Attest. 

William Carmichael, 
Secretary of the Jmerican Legation at Madrid, 
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